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SERMON I. 

The Seed of the Woman, and the Seed of 
the Serpent. 



Genesis iii. 15. 

^nd I will put Enmity between tbee and the Womany and 
between thy Seed and her Seed\ it /hall bfuife thy Heady 
and thou /halt bruife bis Heel. 

ON reaclrng to you ihefc words, I may addrcfir you In 
the language of the holy angels to the Ihepherds, that 
were watching their flocks by night ; " Behold, I 
bring you glad tidinga of great joy.*' For this is the firft 
prottiife that was made of a Saviour to the apoflate race of 
Adam. We generally look for Christ only in the New 
Teftafnent ; but chriftianrty, in one fenfc, is very near as old 
as the creation. It is wonderful to obferve how gradually 
God revealed his Son to Mankind. He began with the pro- 
mMe in the text, and this the ele£t lived upon, till the time 
of Ahreiham. To him, God made further difcoveries of his 
eternal council concerning man's redemption. Afterwards, at 
fundry times, and in divers manners, God fpoke to tfie 
fathers by the prophets, till at length the Lord Jbsus 
himfelf was m^nifefted in flefh, and came add tabernacled 
amongft us* 
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This firft promifc muft certainly be but dark to our firft 
parentis, in comparifon of that great light which we enjoy : 
And yet, dark as it was, we may affure ourfelves they buiJt 
upon it their hopes of everlafting falvaiion, and by that faith 
were favcd. 

How they came to ftand in need of this promifc, and what 
is the extent and meaning of it, I intend, God willing, to 
make the fubjcct-matter of your preftnt meditation. 

The fall of man is written in too legible charafters not 
to be underftood : Thofe that dtny it, by their denying, 
prove it. The very heathens confcffed, and bewailed it : 

•They could fee the ftreams of corruption running through 
the whole race of mankind, but could not trace them to the 
fountain-head. Before God gave a revelation of his Son, 
man was a riddle to himfelf. And Mofes unfolds more, in 
this one chapter (out of which the text is taken) than all 
mankind could have been capable of finding out of them- 
fclves, though they had fiudied to all eternity. 

In the preceding chapter he had given us a full account, 

■how God fppke the world into being; and efpeciilly how be 
formed man of the duft of the earth, and breathed into him 

,thc breath of life, fo that he became a living foul. A council 
of the Trinity was called concerning the formation of this 
lovely creature. The refult of that council was, *' Let us 

. make man in our image, after our likenefs. So God created 
man in his own image, in the image of Gop created he 
him." Mcfes remarkably repeats thefe words, that we might 
take particular notice of our divine Original, Never was fo 
much exprefled in fo few words : None but a man infpired 
could have done fo. But it is remarkable, that though Msf^s 
mentions our being made in the image of God, yet he men- 
tions it but twice, and that in a tranfient manner; as though 
he would have faid, ^< man was made in honour, God made 
^' him upright, * in the image of God, male and female 
♦^ created be them/ But man fo foon fell, and became like 
*< the beafts that periih, nay, like the devil himfelf, that it is 
•' fcarce worth mentioning." * 

How foon man fell afier he was created, is not told us ; 
jmd therefore, to jix any time, is to be wife above what is 
written. And, I think, they v^bo fuppofe that man fell tb^ 
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fame day in which he was made, have no fufficient ground 
for their opinion. The many things which are crouded to- 
gether in the farmer chapter, fuch as the formation of AdarrCt 
wife, his giving names to the beafts, and his bdng put into 
the garden which GoD had planted, I think require a longer 
fpace of time than a day to be tranfadted in. However, all 
agree in this, ** man flood not long.*' How long, or how 
fliort a while, I will not take upon me to determine. It moro 
concerns us to enquire, how he came to fall from his iledfaft- 
nefs, and what was the rife and progrefs of the temptation 
which prevailed over him. The account given us in this 
chapter concerning it, is very full ; and it may do us much 
fervice, under God, to make fome remarks upon it. 

*' Now the ferpent (fays the facred hiftorian) was more 
fubtile than any beaft of the field which the Lord God had 
made ; and he faid unto the woman. Yea, hath God faid, 
ye (hall not cat of every tree of the garden ?*' 

Though this was a real ferpent^ yet he that fpoke was no 
other than the devil ; from hence, perhaps, called the pld 
ferpent, becaufe he took pofTeffion of the ferpent when hb 
came to beguile our firfl parents. The devil envied tb^fnip- 
pinefs of man, who was made, as fome think, to jfiij>pty the 
place of the fallen angels. God made man upright,* and with 
full power to fland if he would : He was juft, therefore, in 
fufFering him to be tempted. If he fell, he had no one to 
blame except himfelf. But how mufl fatan efFe£l his fall ? 
He cannot do it by his powcr^ he attempts it therefore by 
policy : he takes pofTefTion of a ferpent^ which was more 
^fubtile than all the beafts of the field, which the Lord God 
had made ; fo that men who are full of fubtilty, but have 
no piety, are only machines for the devil to work upon', juft 
as he pleafes. 

** And he faid unto the woman." Here is an inflance of 
his fubtilty. He fays unto the woman, the weaker vefTel, 
and when (he was alone from her hufband, and therefore waa 
more liable to be overcome; " Yea, hath GoD faid, ye (hall 
not eat of every tree of the garden ?" Thefe words are cer- 
tainly fpoken in anfwer to fomething which the devil either 
faw or heard. In all probability, the woman was now near 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil \ (for we (hall find 
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her, by and by, plMcking an apple from it) perhaps fhe might 
be looking at, and wondering what there was in that tree 
more than the others, that fbe and her hu(band (bould be 
forbiddea to tafte of it. Satan feeing this» and coveting to 
draw her into a parley with him, (for if the devil can per- 
fuade us not to refift, but to commune with him, he hath 
.gained a great ppint) he fays, " Yea, hath God faid, ye fhall 
.not eat of every tree in the garden ?" The firft thing he docs 
is to perfuade her, if poffible, to entertain hard thoughts of 
God; this is his general way of dealing with God's children : 
♦* Yea, hath God faid, ye (hall not eat of every tree of the 
** garden ? What ! bath God planted a garden, and placed 
*' you in the midft of it, only to teaze and perplex you ? hath 
/' he planted a garden, and yet forbid you making ufe of any 
** of the fruits of it at all ?" It was impoffible for him to a(k 
a more infnaring queftion, in order to gain his end : For Eve 
ivas here feemingly obliged to anfwer, and vindicate God's 
goodnefs. And therefore,— 

Verfe 2, 3. The woman faid unto the ferpent, " We may 
cat of the fruit gf the trees of the garden : But of the fruit of 
the tree which is in the midft of the garden, God hath faid, 
.ye (ball not eat of it, neither fball ye touch it, left ye die." 

The former part pf the Jtnfwer was good, *^ We may cat 
*^ of the fruit of the trees of the garden, God bas not forbid 
•• us eating of every tree of the garden* No ; we may eat 
** of the fruit of the trees in the garden (and, it ihould feem, 
.<* even of the tree of life, which was as a facrament to man 
.*< in a ftate of innocence) there is only one tree in the midft 
** of the garden, of which Gqd hath (^id, ye fiiall not eat of 
** it, neither (hall ye touch it, left ye die," Her^ (he begins 
to warp, and fin begins to conceive in her heart. Already 
fhe has contracted fome of the ferpent's poifon^ by talking 
, -with him, which (he ought not to have done at all. For (he 
Slight eafily fuppofe, that it could be no gpod being, that 
could put fuch a queftion unto her, apd infuiuate fuch dif- 
honourable thoughts of God, She (hould therefore have fled 
from him, and not ftood to have parleyed with him at all. 
Immediately the ill efFeiJis of it appear, (he begins to foften 
the divine threatning. God had faid, " the day thou eateft 
thereof, thou Jbalt fur ely die -y' or, dying thou (halt die. But 
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Evi fays, " Yc (hall not cat of it, neither {hall ye touch it, 
lijlye die*^ We may be affurcd we are fallen into, and begin 
to fall by ten^ptation, when we begin to think God will not 
be as good as his word, in refpe£l to the execution of his 
threatnings denounced againil fin. Satan knew thi^, and 
therefore artfully 

" Said unto ;he woman, (ver. 4.) Ye fhall not furely die,*^ 
in an infinuating manner, " Ye ihall not furely die. Sufely^ 
*' God will not be fo cruel as to damn you only for eating 
*^ an apple, it cmn^t be.'' Alas ! how many does Satan lead 
captive at his will, by flattering them, that they fhall not 
furely die; that hell- torments will not be eternal ; that God 
is all mercy ; that he therefore will not punifh a few years fin 
with an eternity of mifery i But Eve found God as good as 
his word ; and fo will all they who go on in fin, under a 
falfe hope that they fhall not furely die. 

We may alfo iinderftand the words fpoken pofittvely, and 
this is agreeable to what follows; You fhall not furely die; 
*^ It is all a delufion, a mere bugbear, to l^eep you in a fervile 
«« fubjeaion.*^ 

For (ver. 5.) ** God doth knowj that in the day ye eat 
thereof, then fhall your eyes be opened, and ye fhall be as 
gods, knowing good and evil.'^ 

What child of God can expeft to efcape flander, when 
God himfelf was thus flandered even in paradiie ? Surely the 
luiderflanding of Eve mufl have been, in feme meafure, 
blinded, or file would not have fuffered the tempter to fpeak 
fuch perverfe things. In what odious colours is God here 
rcprefented ! " God doth know, that in the day ye eat there- 
*^ of, ye fhall be as gods," (equal with God.) Sp that the 
grand temptation was, that they fhould be hereafter under no 
controul, equal, if not fuperior, to God that made them, 
knowing good and evil. Eve could not tell what Satan 
meant by this; but, to be fure, fhe imderftood it of fome 
great privilege which they were to enjoy., And thus Satan 
now points out a way which feems right to fuiners, but does 
not tell them the end of that way is death. 

To give flrength and force to this temptation, in all pro- 
bability, Satan, or the ferpent, at this time plucked an apple 
from the tree, and ate il before Eve^-^ by which Eve might 
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be induced to think, that the fagacity and power of Tpeech^ 
which the ferpetit had above the other beafts, muft be owing, 
in a great meafure, to his eating that fruit ; ^nd, therefore, 
if he received fo much improvement, (he might alfo expc£l a 
like benffit from it. All this, I think, is clear; for, other* 
wife, I ,do not fee with what propriety it could be faid, 
** When the woman faw that it was good for food." How 
could file know it was good for food, unlefs (he had feen the 
fcrpent feed upon it? 

Satan now begins to get ground apace. Luft had conceived 
in Eve's heart; (hortly it will bring forth fin. Sin being con- 
ceived, brings forth death. Verfe 6. " And when the woman 
faw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pteafant 
to the eyes, and a tree to be dcfired to make one wife, flie 
took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave alfo unto her 
faufband, and he did eat.'* 

Our fenfes are the landing ports of our fpiritual enemies. 
How needful is that refolution of holy Joh^ " I hav^ made a 
covenant with mine eyes 1" When Eve began to gaze on the 
forbidden fruit with her eyes, fhe foon began to long after it 
with her heart. When (he faw that it was good for food, 
and pleafant to the eyes, (here was the luft of the flefli, and 
luft of the eye) but, above all, a tree to be defired to make 
one wife, wifer than God would have her be, nay, as wife 
as God himfelf ; {he took of the fruit thereof, and gave alfo 
unto her hufband with her, and he did eat. As foon as ever 
flie finned herfclf, {he turned tempter to her hufband. It is 
dreadful, when thofe, who (hould be help-meets for each 
other in the great work of their falvation, are only promoters 
of each other^s damnation : but thus it is. If we ourfelves 
are good, we (hall excite others to goodnefs ; if we do evil, 
we (hall entice others to do evil alfo. There is a clofe con- 
neSion between doing and teaching. How needful then is it 
for us all to take heed that we do not fin any way ourfelves, 
left we (hould become fa61:ors for the devil, and infnare, per- 
haps, our nearcft and deareft relatives ? ** {he gave alfo unto 
her hu{band with her, and he did eat." 

Alas ! what a complication of crimes was there in this one 
ftngle aft of fin ! Here is an utter difbelief of God's threat* 
ning; the utmoft ingratitude to their Maker, who had fo 
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htely planted this garden, and placed them in it, with fuch 
a glorious and comprehenfive charter. And, the utnioft neg-> 
left of their poflcrity, who they knew were to ftand or fall 
with them. Here was the utmoft pride of heart : they wanted 
to be equal with God. Here's the utmoil contempt put upon 
bis threatning and his law : the devil is credited and obeyed 
before him, and all this only to fatisfy their fenfual appetite^ 
Never was a crime of fuch a complicated nature committed 
by any here below : Nothing but the devil's apoftafy and re- 
bellion could equal it. 

And what are the confequences of their difobedience ? Are 
their eyes opened ? Yes, their eyes are opened ; but, alas ! it 
is only to fee their own nakednefs. For we arc told (ver. 7.) 
*' That the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked." Naked of God, naked of every 
thing that was holy and good, and deftitute of the divine 
image, which they before enjoyed. They might rightly now 
be termed Ichabod; for the glory of the Lord departed from 
them. O how low did thcfe fons of the morning then fall ? 
©ut of God, into themfelves ; from being partakers of the 
divine nature, into the nature of the devil and the beaft. 
Well, therefore, might they know that they were naked, 
not only in body, but in foul. 

And how do they behave now they are naked ? Do they 
flee to God for pardon ? Do they feek to God for a robe to 
cover their, nakednefs ? No, they were now dead to God, 
and became earthly, ferifual, devilifli : therefore, inftead of 
applying to God for mercy, *' they fcwed or platted fig- 
leaves together, and made themfelves aprons," or things to 
gird about them. This is a lively reprefentation of all natural 
men : we fee that we are naked : we, in fome meafure, 
confefsit; but, inftead of looking up to God for fuccour^ 
we patch up a righteoufnefs of our own (as our firft-parents 
platted fig-leaves together) hoping to cover our nakednefs by 
that. But our righteoufnefs will not ftand the feverity of 
God's judgment : it will do us no more fervice than the fig- 
leaves did Jdam and Eve, that is, none at all. 

For (ver. 8.) ** They heard the voice of the Lord God 

walking in the trees of the garden, in the cool of the day j 

^nd ^Jam and his wife (notwithflanding their fig-leaves) 
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hid themfelves from the prefence of the Lord God> among 
the trees of the garden." 

They heard the voice of the Lord God, or the Word of 
the Lord God, even the Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
^^ the word that was with God, and the word that was 
God." They heard him walking in the trees of the garden, 
in the cool of the day. A feafon, perhaps, when Adam and 
, Eve ufed to go, in an efpecial manner, and oiFer up an even* 
sng-facrifice of praife and thankfgiving. The cool of the day. 
Perhaps the fin was committed early in the morning, or at 
noon ; but God would not come upon th^m immediately, he 
flaid till the cool of the day. And if we would effe£lualljr 
reprove others, we ihould not do it when they are warmed 
with pailion, but wait till the cool of the day. 

But what an alteration is here ! Inftead of rejoicing at the 
voice of their beloved, inftead of meeting; him with open arms 
and inlarged hearts, as before, they now hide themfelves in 
the trees of the garden. Alas, what a foolilh attempt was 
this? Surely they muft be, naked, otherwifc how covld they 
think of hiding themfelves from God ? Whither could they 
flee from his prefence ? But, by their fall, they had contracted 
an enmity agajnft God : tbey now hated, and were afraid to 
converfe with God their Maker. And is not this our cafe 
by nature ? AfTpredly it is. We labour to cover our naked- 
nefs with the fig-leaves of our own righteoufnefs : We hide 
ourfelves from God as long as we can, and will^not come, 
and never fhould come, did not the Father prevent, draw, 
and fweetly confirain us by his grace, as he here prevented 

Verfe 9. •^ And the Lord God called unto Adam^ and 
faid unto him, Adamy where art thou ?" 

" The Lord God called unto Adam^* (for otherwifd 
Adam would never have called unto the Lord God) and 
fold, " Adam^ wJiere art thou \ How is it that thou comeft 
^* not to pay thy devotions as ufual ?" Chriftians, remember 
the Lord keeps an account when you fail coming to worihip. 
Whenever therefore you are tempted to withhold your at- 
tendance, let each of you fancy you heard the Lord God 
calling unto you, and faying, " O man, O woman, where 
ajrt thou? Jt may be underftood in another and better fenfe; 
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^^Aiamj where art thou ?" What a condition !s thy poor foul 
lai This is the firft thing the Lord aiks and convinces a 
iuiner pf ; when b« prevents and calls him effectually by his 
grace ; he alfo calls hiim by name ; for unlefs God fpe^ks to 
us in particular, and we know where we are, how poor, how 
miferable, how blind, hOW naked, we (hall never value the 
redemption wrought out for us by the death and obedience of 
the dear Lord Jesus, " Ad^m^ wh^re art thou ?" 

Verfe io« ^^ And hq faid, I beard thy voice in the garden, 
and I was afraid." See what cowards Hn makes us. If we 
knew no fin, we ihould know no fear. << Becaufe I was 
naked, and I hid myfelf.*' Ver. u. "And he faid, who 
told thee that thou waft naked ? Haft thou eaten of the tree, 
whereof I (thy Maker and Law-giver) commanded thee, tfaac 
thou (houldft not eat V* 

God knew very well that Jdam was naked, and that he 
bad eaten of the forbidden ^rujt. But God would know it 
from Adanii own mouth. Thus God knows all our necef- 
iities before we aflc, but yet infifts upon our a(ktng for his 
grace, and confeffing our fins. For, by fuch ails, we acknov^* 
ledge our dependence upon Gqd, take ihame to ourielves, and 
thereby give glory to his great name. 

Verfe i2. '* And the man faid, the woman which thou 
gaveft to be with me, (be gave me of the tree, and I did 
cat." 

Never was nature more lively delineated. See what pnde 
Adam conua£led by the fall ! How unwilling he is to lay the 
blame upon, or take fliame to himfelf. This anfvvcr is full 
of infolence towards God, enmity againft his wife, and difm* 
genuity in refpeft to himfelf. For herein he tacitly reflefls 
vpon God. " The woman that thm gaveft to be with me/* 
As much as to fay, if thm hadft not given me that ivoman^ I 
bad not eaten the forbidden fruit. Thus, when men fin, they 
lay the fault upon their paffions ; then blame and refle6^ upon 
God for giving them thofe paffions. Their language is, 
*< the appetites that thou gaveft us, they deceived us; and 
** therefore we finned againft thee." But, as God, notwith- 
ftanding, puniftied Adam for hearkning to the voice of his 
wife, fo he will punifli thofe who hearken to the dilates of 
their corrupt inclinations : For God compels no man to fin, 
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Adam might hive withftood the folicitations of his wife, if he 
Would. And fo, if we look up to God, wc (hould find grace 
to help in the time of need. The devil and our own hearts 
tempt, but they cannot force us to confcnt, without the con- 
currence of our own wills. So that our damnation is of our- 
felves, as it will evidently appear at the great day, notwith^ 
Handing all mens prefent impudent replies againft God. As 
Adam fpealcs infolenily in refpe£): to God, fo he fpeaks with 
enmity againft his wife; the woman, or this woman, fhe 
gave me. He lays all the fault upon her, and fpeaks of her 
with much contempt. He does not fay, my wife, my dear 
Wife; but, this woman. Sin difunites the moft united hearts: 
it is the bane of holy fellowfliip. Thofe who have been 
companions in fin here, if they die without repentance, will 
both hate and condemn one another hereafter. All damned 
fouls are accufers of their brethren. Thus it is, in fome 
degree, on this fide the grave. '* The woman whom thou 
gaveft to be with me, flie gave me of the tree, and I did eat.*' 
What a difingenuous fpeech was here ! He makes ufe of no 
lefi than fifteen words to excufe himfelf, and but one or two 
(in the original) to confefs his fault, if it may be called a 
confeffion at all. " The woman which, thou gaveft to be 
with me, (he gave me of the tree ;" here are fifteen words ; 
" and I did eat," With what reludance do thefe laft words 
come out ? How foon are they uttered ? *' And I did eat.'* 
But thus it is with an unhumbled, unregenerate heart : It 
will be laying the fault upon the deareft friend in the world, 
nay, upon God himfelf, rather than take (hame to itfelf. 
This pride we are all fubjeft to by the fall ; and, till our 
hearts are broken, and made contrite by the fpirit of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, we fliall be always charging God 
foolifhly. '* Againft thee, and thee only, have I finned, that 
thou mighteft* be juftified in thy faying, and clear when thou 
*rt judged," is the language of none but thofe, who, like 
David^ are willing to confefs their faults, and are truly forry 
for their fins. This was not the cafe of Adam : his heart was 
not broken; and therefore he lays the fault of his difobedience 
upon his wife and God, and not upon himfelf; " The wo- 
man which thou gaveft to be with me, (he gave me of the 
Iree, and I did eat." 
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Vcrfc 13. ** And tte Lord God faid, What is this that 
thou haft done ?•" What a wonderful concern docs God ex- 
prcfs in this expoftulation ! •* What a deluge of mifery haft 
'* thou brought upon thyfelf, thy hufband, and thy pofterityf 
"What is. this that thou haft done? Difobeyed thy God, 
<^ obeyed the devil, and ruined thy hufband, for whom t 
*' made thee to be an help-meet ! What is this that thou haft 
'* done ?" God would here awaken her to a fcnfe of her 
crime and danger, and therefore, as it were, thunders in her 
ears : for the law muft be preached to felf-righteous finnen« 
We muft take care of healing before we fee finners wounded, 
left we flxould fay, Peace, peace, where there is no peace; 
Secure finners* muft hear the thunderings of mount Sinaiy be- 
fore we bring them to mount Sion. They who never preach 
up the law, it is to be feared, are unflcilful in delivering the 
glad tidings of the gofpel. Every minifter fliould be z^Boa-- 
nergesy a fon of thunder, as well as a Barnab/iSi a fon of con- 
folation. There was an earthquake and a whirlwind, before 
the fmall ftill voice came to Elijah : We muft firft ftiew peos- 
ple they are condemned, and then fiiew them how they muft 
be laved. But how and when to preach the law, and when 
to apply the promifes of the gofpel, wifdom is profitable to 
diredk. " And the Lord God faid unto the woman, What 
is this that thou haft done ?" 

" And the woman faid. The ferpent beguiled me, and I 
did eat," She does not make ufe of fo many words to excufe 
herfelf, as her hufband; but her heart is as unhumbled as 
his. What is this, fays God, that thou haft done? GoD 
here charges her with doing it. She dares not deny the hSt, 
or fay, I have not done it; but ftie takes all the blame off 
herfelf, and lays it upon the ferpent ; '' The ferpent beguiled 
me, and I did eat." She does not fay, " Lord, I was to 
*' blame for talking with the ferpent; Lord, I did wrong, 
♦* in not haftening to my huft)and, when he put the firft quef- 
** tion to me 5 Lord, I plead guilty, I only am (o blame, O 
*« let not my poor hufband fufter for my wickednefs !" This 
would have been the language of her heart, had fhe now been 
a true penitent. But both were now alike proud ; therefore 
neither will lay the blame upon themfelvcs : ** The ferpent 
beguiled me, and I did eat. The woman which thou gaveft 
to be with me, ibe ^ave me of the tree, and I did eat." 
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; I have been the more particular in retna^kifig this part of 
t^ir behaviour, becaufe it tends fo much to the magnifying 
of Frec*grace, and plainly (hews ua, that falvation cometh 
only ftom the Lord. Let us take a ibort view of the mifera^ 
ble circumftances our firft parents were now it : They were 
Jcgally and fpiriiually dead, children of wrath, and heirs of 
lieU. They had eaten the fruit, of which God had com- 
tnanded them, that they fhouii not eat ; and when arraigned 
before God, notwitbftanding their crime was fo complicated, 
they could not be brought to confefs it. What reafon can 
be given, why fentence of death (hould not be pronounced 
againft the prifooers at the bar i All muft own they are wor- 
thy to die. Nay, how can God, coniiftentiy with his juftice, 
pofibly forgive them? He bad threatened, that the day wherein 
; they cat of the forbidden fruit, they fliould *^ forely die ;" and, 
.if he did not execute this threatening, the devil might then 
ilander the Almighty indeed. And yet mercy cries, fpare thefe 
.finners, fpare the work of thine own hands. Behold, then, 
jvifdosn contrives a fcheme how God may be juft, and yet be 
merciful ^ be faithful to his threatening,* puni(h the ofi^nce, 
and at the fame time fpare the ofFedder. An amazing fcene 
.of divine love here opens to our view, which had been from 
all eternity hid in the heart of God ! Notwithftaiiding Jdam 
and Ev^ were thus unhumbled, and did not fo much as puw op 
one fingle petition for pardon. Goo immediately pafibs fen- 
tence upon the ferpent, and reveals to them a Saviour. 

Verfe 14. << And the Lomd God faid unto the ferpent, 
becaufe thou haft done this, thou art accurfed above all cattle, 
and above every beaft of the field; upon thy belly (halt thou go, 
and duft (halt thou eat all the days of thy life;" i. #. he ihould 
.be in fubje£lion, and his power fliould always be limited and 
.rcftraincd. " His enemies (hall lick the very duft," fays the 
PiaJmift. (Vcr. 15.) " And I will put enmity between thee 
and the wofnan, and between thy feed and^ her feed : it ihall 
bruife thy head, and thou (halt brutfe his heel." 

Before I proceed to the explanation of this verie, I cannot 
but take notice of one great miftake which the author of the 
jyholt Duty of Man is guilty of, in making this verfe contain 
a covenant between GoJt> and Adam^ as though God now 
perfonaliy treated with Ademy as before the fall. For, talking 
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of tbe fecond covenant in his preface, concerning caring for 
the foul, fays be, *' This fecond covenant was made with 
<^ Adsm^ and us in him, prcfently after the fall, and is briefly 
" contained in thefe words, Gen. iii. 15. where God declares, 
/< ^ Tbe feed of tbe woman (hall break the ferpent's head / 
^* and this was made up^ as the firft was, of fbme mercies to 
" be afforded by G0D5 and fome duties to be performed by 
** us." This is exceeding falfe divinity : for thefe words are 
ttol fpdcen to Adam ; they are dire£ied only to the ferpent. 
Adam and Ev4 ftood by as cnntiinals, and God could not treat 
with them, becaufe they had broken his covenant. And it is 
fi>finr from being a cov«nafnt wherein *' (bme mercits arc td 
** be afforded by Goi>, and fome 'duties to be performed by 
us," that here i€ not a word looking that way \ it is only a 
declaration of a free gift of falvation through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. God the Father and God the Son had entered 
into a cotvenant concerning the falvation of the t\tQ. from all 
eternity, wherein God the Father promifed, That, if the Sort 
trould ofier his foul a facriiice for fin, he fhould fee his feed. 
Now this is an open revelation of this fecret covenant, and 
cberefoce God fpeaks in the moft pofitive terms, •* It fhall 
bruife thy head, and thou (halt bruife his heel." The firft 
Jihmi^ God had treated with before 5 he proved falfe : God 
therefore, to fecure the fecond covenant from being broken, 
puts it into the hands of the fecond Jdam^ the LoRi> froitl 
heaven. AdMm^ after the fall, itood no longer as our reprefen<« 
tative; he and Eite were only private perfons, as we are, and 
weie only to lay hold on the declaration of mercy contained 
in this proinife by &iith, (a& they really did) and by that they 
were faved. I diO not f;yy but wts are to believe and obey, if 
we, are cverlaftingly faved. Faith and obedience are condi^ 
tions, if we only mean that they in order go before our faiva-* 
tion 5 but I deny that thefe are propofed by God to Aiamy or 
that God treats with him in this promife, as he did before the 
fall under tbe covenant of works. For how could that be^ 
when Adam and Et)f!^ were now prifoners at the bar, without 
ftrength to perform any conditions at all ? The truth is this : 
God, as a reward of Christ's fttfFerings, promifed to give 
tbe ele6t faith and repentance, in order to bring them to erer- 
sial life ; and both th^:^, and every thing elfe xiecciiary for 
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their evf riafting happinefs, are infallibly (rcured to them in 
this promirc ; as Mr. Bofton^ an excellent ^CQts divine, clearljr 
£hew>', iu a book entitled, ^^ A view of the covenant of 
** grace." 

This is by no means an unneceflary diftin£tion ; it is a mat* 
ter of great importance : for want of knowing this, people 
have been fo long miflcd. They have been taught that they 
muft DO To and fo, as though they were under a covenant of 
works, and then for doing this, they fbould be faved; 
Whereas, on the contrary, people (hould be taught. That the 
Lord Jesus was the fccond Adam^ with whom the Father 
entered into covenant for fallen man ; That they can now do 
nothing of or for themftlves, and (hould therefore come to 
God, befeeching him to give them faith, by which they {hall 
be enabled to lay hold on the righteoufnefs of Christ ; and 
that faith they* will then (hew forth by their works, out of 
love and gratitude to the ever-blefled Jesus, their moft glo* 
rious Redeemer, for what he has done for their fouls. This 
IS a confident fcriptural fcheme : without holding this, wJl 
muft run into one of thofe two bad extremes ; I mean, Atui^ 
nomianifm on the one hand, or Arminianifm on the other : from 
both which may the good Lord deliver us ! 

But to proceed : By the feed of the woman, we are here to 
vnderftand the Lord Jesus Christ, who, though very God 
ei very God, was, for us men and our falvation, to have a 
a body prepared for him by the Holy Ghoft, and to be born of 
a woman who never knew man, and by his obedience and 
death make an atonement for man's tranfgreffion, and bring 
in an everlafting righteoufnefs, work in them a new nature, 
and thereby bruife the ferpent's head, i, e. deilroy his power 
and dominion over them. By the ferpent*s feed, we are to un^ 
derftand the devil and all his children, who are permitted by 
God to tempt and hft his children. But, blefled be God, ho 
can reach no further than our heel. 

It is not to be doubted but Adam and £tir underftood this 
promife in this fcnfe ; for it is plain, in the latter part of the 
chapter, faciiiices were inftituted. From whence fhould thofe 
ikins come, but from beads flain for facrifice, of which GoD 
made them coats i We find Abil^ as well as Cain^ offering 
iacrifice in the next chapter : and the Apoftle tells us> be did 
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it by faith, no doubt in this promire. And Eve^ when Cain 
was bom, faid, ** I have gotten a man from the Lord ;*' or, 
(as Mr. Henry obferves, it may be rendered) " I have gotten 
a man^ — the Lord, — the promifed Meffiah,^' Some further 
fuppofe, that Eve was the firft believer ; and therefore thfiy tran- 
flite it thuS) " The feed, (not of the, but) of this \voman :" 
which magnifies the grace of God fo much the more^ that fhe^ 
who was firft in the tranfgreffion, fhould be the firll partaker 
of redemption, j/dum believed alfo, and was faved : for unto 
JJam and his wife did the Lord GodI make coats of /kinsj 
and doathed them : which was a remslrkable type of their be- 
ing clothed with the righteoufnefs of oiir LoRb Jesus 
Christ. 

This promife was literally fulfilled in the pcrfdn of our 
IrORD Jesus Christ. Satan bruifed his heel, when he tempted 
him for forty days together in the Wildernefs : he bruifed 
his heelj when he raifed up ftrong perfecutioh againft hini 
during the time of his public miniftry : he in an efpecial man- 
ner bruifed his heel, when our Lord complained, that his 
foul was exceeding forrowful, cvth unto death, and he fweat 
great drops of blood falling upon the grouhd, in the garden t 
He bruifed his heel^ when he put it into the heart of Judas 
to betray him : and He bruifed hioi yet nioft of all, when bis 
emifTari^s nailed him to an acciirfed tree^ and oui* Lord cried 
but, " My God, my God, why haft thoU forfaken me ?'* 
Yet^ in all this, the fcleffed Jesus^ the feed of the womaili 
bruiJfed Satan's accurfed head : for, in that ht was tempted , 
he was able to fuccour thofe that are tempted. By his ftripel 
we are healed. The chsfftifement of our peace was upon Hini. 
By dyings he deftroyed him that had the power of death, that 
is, the devil. He thereby fpoiled principalities atid powers,' 
and made a ihew of ihepi openly, tf liimphing Over them upoii 
the crofs. ' 

This promife has been fulfilled in the ele£t of GoD^ confi- 
dcred collectively, sis well before,' as fince the coming of our 
Lord in the ileih : for the^ m^y be irailled, the feed of ttie 
woman. Marvel not^ thait all who will live godly in Christ 
Jrsus, muit fulFcr perfecutioii. In this pi-orhife^ there is M 
eternal eiimity piit between the feed of tKe woman, and the 
feed of the fcrpent ; fo that thdfe that are born after the fleA, 
rannpt but perfSciite thofe that are born after the fpirit. This 
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enmity ftiewcd itfelf, foon after this promifc was revealed, in 
Cain's bruifmg the heel of Jiel : it continued in the church 
through all ages before Christ came in the ile(b, as the 
hiftory of the Bible, and the xith chapter of the Hebrews^ 
plainly {hew. It raged exceedingly after our Lord's afcen- 
fion ; witnefs the j£!s of the ApoftUs^ and the Hiftory of the 
Primitive Chiriftians. It how rages, and will continue to rage 
and ihew itfelf, in a greater or lefs degree, to the end of tinle. 
but let not this difmay us ; for in all this, the feetd of the wo- 
man is more than conqueror, and bruifes the ferpent's head; 
Thus the IfraeliteSy the more they were opprefied, the more 
they increafed. Thus it was with the Apoftlcs ; thus it wa» 
with their immediate follQwers. So that Tertullian comparer 
the church in his time to a mowed field ; the more frequently 
it is cut, the more it grows. The blood of the martyrs was 
always the feed of the church. And I have often fat down 
with wonder and delight, and admired bow GoD has made 
the very fchemes which his enemies contrived, in order 
to hinder, becon;»e the moft effi^ftual means to propagate bis 
gofpel. The devil has had fo littk fuccefs in perfecution,r 
that if I did not know that he and his children, according to 
this verfe, could not but perfecute, I fhould think he would 
count it his ftrength to fit fllll. What did be get by perfe- 
cuting the martyrs in Queen Mary^s time? Was not the 
grace of God exceedingly glorified in their fupport ? What 
did he get by perfecuting the good old Puritans ? Did it not 
prove the peopling of New-England? Or, to come nearer 
pur own times, what has be got by putting m out of the fy* 
nagogues ?' Hath not the word of Goi>, fince that, mightily 
prevailed ? My dear hearers, you muft excufe me for enlarg- 
ing on this head ; God fills my foul generally, when I come 
to this topic. I can fay with Luther ^ " If it were not for per- 
<' fecution^ I fhould not underftand the fcripture.'^ If Satan 
Ihould be yet fufFered to bruife my heel further, and his fer« 
vants fhould tbruf): me into prifbn, I doubt not^but even th^ 
would only tend to the more efFe£luaI bruifing of his head. 
I remember a faying of the then Lord Chancellor to the piou» 
Bradford : *' Thou haft done more hurt, faid he^ by thy ex- 
^^ hortations in private in prifon, than thou didfl in preaching 
** before thou wafl put in," or words to this ef!c£l. The pr^^ 
foik Qf the text is my daily fupport \ *< I will put emnity be* 
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twcen thy feed and her feed; it fliall bruifc thy head, and 
thou (halt bruife his heel." 

Further: this promife is "alfo fulfilled, not only in the 
church in general, but in every individual believer in pariicu- 
hr. In every believer there are nvo feeds, the feed of the wo- 
man, and the feed of the krpcnt ; the flefh lufting againft the 
fpirit, and the fpirtt againft the lleih. It is with the b'ellever, 
when quickened with grace in his heart, as it was with Re^- 
kekaby when (he had conceived Efau and Jacob in her womb ; 
flie felt a ftruggling, and began to be uneafy ;"** If it be fo, 
fays (he, why am I thus ?" Thus grace and nature ftrugglc 
(iJFI may fo fpeat) in the womb of a believer's heart : but, as 
it was there faid, " The elder (hall ferve the younger ;'* fo ft 
IS here, — grace in the end (hall get the better of nature; the 
feed of the woman (hall bruife the ferpent*s head; Many t( 
you that have believed in Christ, perhaps may find fome par- 
ticular corruption yet ftrong, fo ftrong, that you are fometimes 
Tcady to cry out with David^ ** I (hall fall one day by the 
■hand of Saul " But, fear not, the promife in the' text infures 
the perfevcrance and viftory of believers over fin, Satan", death, 
aftd helK What if indwelling corruption does yet remain, 
and the feed of the ferpent bruife your heel, in vexing and di- 
fturbing your righteous fouls ? Fear not, though faiiit, yet pur- 
fae: you (hall yet bruife the ferpent's head. Christ hatli 
died for you ; and yet a little while, and he will fend death to 
dcftroy the very being of fin in you. Which brings me 

To (hew the moft extenfive manner in which the promife 
of the text (hall be fulfilled, viz. at the final judgment, when 
the Lord Jesus (hall prefent the elefl: to his Father, without 
fpot or wrinkle, or any fuch thing, glorified both in body and 
fcul 

Then (hall the feed of the woman give the laft and fatal 
Mow, rn bruifing the ferpent's head. Satan, the accufer gf 
the brethren, and all his accurfed feed, (hall then be caft out, 
tnd never fufFered to difturb the feed of the woman any more. 
Then (hall the Hghtieous (hine as the fun in the kingdom of their 
Father, and (it with Christ on thrones in majefty on high. 

Let us, therefore, not be weary of well-doing ; for we (hall 
^p an eternal harveft of comfort, if we faint not. Dare, 
itrc, my dear brethren in Christ, to follow the Captain qf 
lo«r frifitiOir; who was made perfect through fufFcrings. The 
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feed of the woman fhall bruife the fcrpent's head. Fear ikh 
men. Be not too much cad down at the deceitfulnefs of yoii|i 
hearts. Fear not devils ; you {hall get the vidory even ove j 
them. The Lord Jesus has engaged to make you more 
-than conquerors over all.. Plead with your Saviour, plead ; 
plead the promife in the text. Wreftle, wreftle with God in 
prayer. If it has been given you to believe, fear not if it 
fbould alfo be given you to (uffer. Be not any wife terrified 
by your adverfaries \ the king of the church has them all in a 
chain : be kind to them, pray for, them ; but fear them not. 
The Lord will yet bring back his ark, though at prefent 
driven into the wildcrnefs^ and Satan like lightening (ball 
fall from heaven. 

Are there any enemies of God here ? The promife of the 
text encourages me to bid you defiance : the feed of the wch 
man, the ever-bleffed Jesus, fhall bruife the ferpent's head. 
What fignifies all your malice f You are only raging waves 
of the fea, foaming out your own (bame. For you, without 
repentance, is referved the blacknefa of darknefs for ever. 
The Lord Jesus fits in heaven, ruling over all, and caufing 
all things to work for his childrens good : he laughs you to 
f^orn : he hath you in the utmoft derifion, and therefore fo 
will I. Who are you that perfecute the children of the ever- 
blefled God ? Though a poor ftripling, the Lord Jesus, 
the feed of the woman, will enable me to bruife your heads.. 

My brethren in Chbbst, I think I do not fpeak thus in mj 
own ftrength, but in the ftrength of my Redeemer. I know 
in whom I have believed \ I am perfuaded he will keep that 
fafe,. which I have committed unto him. He is faithful who 
hath prOmifed, that the feed of the woman fliall bruife the. fer- 
pent's he^d. May we all experience a daily completion of 
,this promife, both in the church and in our hearts, till we 
come to the church of the firft-born, the fpirits of juft men 
made perfect, in the prefence and actual iruition of the greac 
God our heavenly Father ! 

To whom, with the Son^ and the Holy Ghoft, be afcribed 
all honour, power, might, majefty^ and dominion^ noir 
and fpr evermore. ^Arrnn^ 

^EHMOif 
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Walking with GOD. . 

Ge N ES I S V. 24. 

And Enoch walked with God, and he was mt^ for 
GoiD took bim. 

VARIOUS are the pleas and arguments, which men of 
corrupt minds frequently urge againft yielding obedi* 
cnce to the juft and holy commands of God, But, perhaps, 
one of the moft common objedions that they make is this, 
that our Lord*s commands are not pradicable, becaufe con- 
trary to flefh and blood ; and confequently, that he is ** an 
bard mafter, reaping where he has not fown, and gathering 
where he has not ftrewed." Thefe we find were the fenti- 
ments entertained by that wicked and flothful fervant men- 
tioned in the xxvth of St. Matthew ; and are undoubtedly the 
fame with many which are maintained in the prefent wicked 
and adulterous generation. The Holy Ghoft forefeeing this, 
hath taken care to infpire holy men of old, to record the ex- 
amples of many holy men and women ; who, even under the 
Old Tcftament difpenfation, were enabled chearfully to take 
Christ's yoke upon them, and counted his fervice perfect: 
freedom. The large catalogue of faints, confeflbrs, and mar-. 
tyrs, drawn up in the xith chapter to iht Hebrews^ 2hMn^ 
dantly evidences the truth of this obfervation* What a 
great cloud of witnefles have we there prefented to our view ? 
All eminent for their faith, but fome fhintng with a greater 
degree of luftre than do others. The proto-martyr Aiel^ 
' leads the van. And next to him, we find Enoch mentioned, 
not only becaufe he was next in order of time, but alfo on 
account of his exalted piety. He is fpoken of in the words 
of the text in a very extraordinary manner. We have here 
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a fhort but very full and glorious account, both of his beha- 
viour in this world, and the triumphant manner of his enter- 
ing into phe next. The fcrmer is contaioed in thefe wor^s, 
" Aad Anoch walked with God." The latter in thefe, •'tAid 
>* he was not : for God took hin>.'* He was not ; i. €• 
He was not found, he was not taken away in the common 
manner, he did not ^cc death ; for Heb. xi. 5. God had 
tranflated him. Who this Enoch wasj^ docs not appear fp 
plainly. To me, he feems to have been a perfon of public 
charader. I fuppofe, like Nbabj a preacher of righteoufnefs. 
And, if we may credit the Apoftle Jude^ he was a flaming 
preacher. For he quotes one of his prophecies, wherein he 
faith, " Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thoufand of his 
faints, to execute judgment upon all, and to convince all 
that are ungodly among them, of all their ungodly deeJs 
which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard 
Speeches, which ungodly finners have fpoken againft him.** 
But whether a public or private perfon, he has a noble tefti« 
mony given him in the lively orachs. The author of the 
tfpiflle to the Hebrews faith, that before his tranflation he had 
this teftimony, ** that he pleafed God;" and hisbeing tran- 
flated, was a proof of ft beyond all doubt. And I would ob^ 
ferve, that it was wonderful wifdom in God to tranfiate Enccl 
and Elijah under the Old Teftament difpenfation, that here- 
after when it (hould be aflerted, that the Lord Jesus was 
carried into heaven, it might not feem a thing altogether in- 
credible to the Jews ; fince they themfelves confefled, that 
two of their own prophets had been tranflated fcveral hun- 
dred years before. But it is not my defign to detain you an) 
longer, by enlarging, or making obfervations on Enoch's fliort, 
but comprehenfive charadter. The thing I have in view, 
being to give a difcourfe, as the Lord (hall enable, upon 2 
Weighty and a very important fiibjedl ; I mean, walking with 
Go&. •• And Enoch walked with God.*' If fo much ai 
this can be truly faid of you and me after oar deceafe, w< 
fiiall not have any rekfon to complain, that we have lived it 
vain. 

In handling my intended fubje£^, I fhall, 
• Firjl^ Endeavour to ihevr, what is implied in thefe words 
walked with God ^ 

Secondly^ 
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Stcffftdfyj I fliall prefcribe fotxie means, upon the due ob- 

/er^nce of which, believers may keep up and maintain their ' 

wgU with God. And, 

f^rd/j^y Offer (bme motives to ftir us up, if we never 
walked with God before, to come and walk with God 
now. The whole ihall be clofed with a word of two of ap* 
plication. 

Firfij I am to (hew what is implied in thcfe words^ 
** walked with God ;" or in other words, what we are to 
underftand by tvaUting with God. 

And Firfly Walking with GoD, implies, that the prevail-^ 
ing power of the enmity of a perfon's heart, be taken away 
by the bleflfed Spirit of God. Perhaps it miky feem a hard 
iaying to fome, but our own experience daily proves, what 
the fcripture in many places aiTert, that the carnal mind, th« 
mind of the unconverted, natural man, nay, the mind of the 
regenerate, fo far as any part of him remains unrenewed, is 
enmity, not only an enemy, but ** enmity itfelf againfl: GoD ; 
*' fo that it is not fubjefl to the law of God, neither indeed 
♦* can it be." Indeed one may well wonder that any creature^ 
cfpecially that lovely creature man, made after his Maker's 
own image, (hould ever have any enmity, much lefs a pre*' 
vailing enmity againft that very God in whom he lives, find 
moves, and hath his being. But alas ! fo it is. Our firft 
parents contradhd it when they fell from God by eating the 
forbidden fruit, and the bitter and malignant contagion of it» 
bath defcended to, and quite overfpread their whole pofterity. 
This enmity difcovered itfelf, in Adan!% endeavouring to hide 
himfelf in the trees of the garden. When he heard the voice 
of the Lord God, inftead of running with an open heart, 
faying. Here am I j alas ! he now wanted no communion with 
God ; and ftill more difcovered his lately contracSled enmity, 
by the excufc he made to the Moft High. ** The woman, 
^^ or this woman, thou gaveft to be with me, fhe gave me of 
** the tree, and I did eat." By faying thus, he in cfFcft lays 
all the fault upon Gop ; as though he had faid, if thou hadft 
not given me this woman, I had not finned againft thee, fo 
thou mayft thank thyfelf for my tranfgreffion. In the fame 
manner this enmity works in the hearts of Adanfs children. 
They now and again find fomething rifing againft Goi?, and 

B 4 faying 



C u 1 ' 

faying even unto God, what doeft thou ? " It fcorns any 
f* meaner competitor (fays the learned Dodlor Owtn in his: 
^* excellent treatifc on indwelling fm) than GoD. himfelf." 
Its command is like that of the jtjfyriam in refpcil to Ahak'^ 
Shoot only at the King. And it .ftrikes againft every thing' 
that has thp ?ippearance of real piety, 4s the Affjriam .(hot at: 
yehofaphat in Ahab^s cloathes. But the oppofition ceafes when 
i; finds that it is only an appearance, as the. AJfyyriam left ofF 
(hooting at Jehofaphaty w^^^ they perceived it was not Ahah 
they were (hooting at. This enmity difcovered ijfelf in ac-- 
purfed Cain 5 he hated and flew his brother Al^l^ bccaufe 
j/W loved, and vfas peculiarly favoured by his Goo. And 
this faipe enmity rulep and prevails in every man that is na- 
turally eng<.'aderpd of the offspring oi Adam, Hence that 
^verfe^ef^ to prayer and holy duties, which we find in chiU 
dren, apd ycry often in gro\vn perfens, wl^o hs^ve notwith- 
ilanding been l)]e(}ed with a re]igjou$ edpcatiop. ^nd all 
that ppen fin and wickecinefs, which like a deluge ha$ over- 
flowed the world, are only fo many ftreams running from 
\\i\^ jdreadful, contagious fountain \ \ mean the enmity of 
inan*s defperafely wicked and deceitful he^rt. He that can- 
not fet Jiis feal to this, knows nothing yet, in a faving man-* 
per, pf the holy fcriptures, or of the power of GoD. And 
fill that do know this, will readily acknpwledge, tb^t before 
j& perfo^ can b^ faid to \yalk with Gop^ the prevailing powe^r 
pf thi?,,bp^rt-eflmity muft be deftroyed. Fqr pcrfons do not 
life to. wflk and keep company together^ who entertain an 
^rrecppcil^blc enmity and hatfed againft one another. Ob- 
jfery^ {gf^ I fay, the prpyailing po\ver of this enmity muft b^ 
taj^ep f way. For the inbeing of it will never be totally re- 
fnovedi till we bow down our heads and give up the gho(^, 
^he apoflle Pauly no doubt, fpeaks of hjmielf, and that too 
fiot when he was a pharifee, but a real chriilian ; when he 
{complains, " that when be vvould do good, eyil was pre- 
|ent with him •," not having dominion over him, but op^ 
poljng and refilling his good intentions and adions, V' fo th^t 
t* he could pot do ilie things which he woi^ld," in that per- 
fc(Slion which the new man defired. This is what he calls 
|in dwellipg in hicp. " And this is that ^phv^jLA ^a^kou which, 
\' (to ule the words of the ninth article of our church,) 
4 * ^' fome 
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'Vfo.me do .expound the wifdom, foir^e fenfuality, fome the. 
"affeftation, fome the dcfire of the flefli, which doth remain, 
*^'yea, in them that are regenerated." But as for its prevajl- 
iog power, it is'deftroyed in every foul th^t is truly born of 
GpD, and gradually more and more weakened as the be^^ 
liever grows in grace, and the fpirit of God gains a greater 
and greater afcendancy in the heart. 

But Secondly^ Walking with GoD not only implies, that 

the prevailing power of the enmity of a man's heart be takea 

away, but alfo that-^perfon is a<ftual|y reconciled to God the. 

Father, in and through the all-fufficient righteoufnefs and. 

ajojiement of his dear Son. *' Can two walk together, (fays 

^^ Solomon)^ unlefs they are agreed ?" Jesus is our peace, 

as well as our peace-maker. When we are juftified by faith 

ip CHRi3T,then, but not till then, we have peace with God j 

and confequently cannot be faid till then, to walk with him^ 

Walking with a perfon, being a fign and token that we arc 

friends to that perfon, or at leaft, though we have been at 

variance, yet that now we are reconciled and become friends 

again. This is the great errand that gofpel minifters are {cut 

put upon. To us is committed the miniftry of reconciliation ; 

As ambafladprs for God, we are to befeech fmncrs, in 

pHRisx's ftead, to \>e reconciled unto God ; and when they 

comply with the gracious invitation, and are adlually by faith 

brought into a ftate of reconciliation with- God, then, and 

not till then^ may they be faid fo much as to begin to walk 

with God. 

Further, 77;;W/y, Walking with God implies, a^ fettled, 
^biding ponimunion and fcllowfhip with God, or what ia 
fcripture is called, *^ The Holy Ghoft dwelling in us." This 
is what pur LoRp promifcd when he told his difciples, that 
f' the Holy Spirit (hould be in, and with them j" not to be 
like a wayfaring-man, to ftay only for a night, but to refidd 
^nd make his abode in their hearts. This I am apt tp be^ 
lieve is what the Apoftle yohn would have us underftand, 
when he talks of a perfon abiding in him, in Christ, " and 
f walking as he hiirifelf alfo walked." And this is what is 
particularly meant in the words of our text. ^* And Enoch 
*' walked with Gop.'* i. e. He kept up and maintained a 
4;o]y| fettled, hablt4al, though u^oubtedly *not altogether 
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uhtntcrruptcd communion and fcllowfljip with God, in and 
through Christ Jesus. So that to fum up what has been 
faid on this part of the firft general head, walking with Goo 
confifts efpecially in the fixed habitual bent of the will for 
God, in an habitual dependance upon his power and promife, 
sn an habitual voluntary dedication of our all to his glory^ 
in an habitual eying of his precept in all we do, and in an 
..habitual complacence in his pleafure in all we fufFer, 

Fourthly y IValking with GoD implies, our making progrefs 
or advances in the divine life. fValking^ in the very firft idea 
cf the word, feems to fuppofe a progreiHve motion. A per- 
{oti that walks, though he move flowly, yet he goes forwards 
and does not continue in one place. And fo it is with thofe 
that walk with God. They go on, as the pfalmift fays, 
froni ftrength to Itrength ;" or, in the language of the 
Apoftle Paul^ *' they pafs from glory to glory, even by the 
Spirit of the Lord." Indeed in one fenfe, the divine life 
mdmits of neither increafe nor decreafe. When a foul is born 
of God, to all intents and purpofes he is a child of God, 
and, though he (hould live to the age of Methufelah\ yet he 
would then be only a child of God, after all. But in an6«* 
ther fenfe, the divine 'life admits of decays and additions. 
Hence it is, that we find the people of God charged with 
backflidings, and lofmg their firft love. And hence it is, 
that we hear of babes, young men and fathers in Christ ; 
and upon this account it is that the Apoftle exhorts Timothy, 
•* to let his progrefs be made known to all men." And what 
js here required of Timothy in particular ; by St. Peter^ is en- 
joined all chriftians in general, ** But grow in grace, (fays he) 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Chri&t." For the new creature increafes in fpiritual fta* 
lure ; and though a perfon can but be a new creature, yet 
there are fome that are more conformed to the divine image 
than others, and will, after death, be admitted to a greater 
degree of bleffednefs. For want of obferving this diftin^ion, 
even fome gracious fouls that have better hearts than heads, 
(as well as men of corrupt minds, reprobates concerning the 
faith) have unawares run into downright jtntinqmian princi- 
plcw*:, denying all growth of grace in a believer, or any marks 
of grace to be laid down in the fcripturcs of truth. From 
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ftich principles, an(f more efpecialiy' from prances naturally 
confequent on fuch principles, may the Lord of all Lord's 
deliver us ! 

From what then has been faid, we may now know what 
is implied in the words, ^* walked with Goo/' vis. Oiif 
having the prevailing enmity of our hearts taken away by the 
power of the Spirit of God ; our being a£kually reconciled 
and united to him by faith in Jesus Christ ; our having; 
and keeping up a fettled communion and fellowihip with him ; 
and our making a daily progrefs in this fel)ow(hip, fo as to 
be conformed to the diyine image more and more. 

How this is done, or, in other words, by what means be* 
lievers keep up and maintain their walk with God, comes to 
be confidered under our fecond general head. 

And, f/Vy?, Believers keep up and maintain their walk with 
God, by reading of his holy word. ** Search the fcripturcs,** 
fays our blefied Lord, <* for thefe are they that teftify of 
me." And the royal pfalmift tells us, *^ that God's word 
was a light unto his feet, and a lanthorn unto his paths ;** 
and be makes it one property of a good man, <^ that his de- 
light is in the law of the Lord, and that he exercifes him* 
/elf therein day and night." ** Give thyfelf to reading,** 
{Cajs Paul to Timothy) i '* And this book of the law, (faya 
God to Jofifua) (hail not go out of thy mouth." For what* 
ibever was written in afore time, was written for our learn- 
ing. And the word of God is profitable for reproof, correc- 
tion, and inftrudion in righteoufnefs, and every way fuffi- 
cient to make every true child of God thoroughly fur- 
niflied to every good work. If we once get above our 
Bibles, and ceafe making the written word of God our fole 
rule, both as to faith and pra<5tice, we ihall foon lie open to 
all mftnner of delufion, and be in great danger of making 
ihipwreck of faith and a good confcience. Our blefled Lord, 
though he had the Spirit of God without meafure, yet always 
was governed by, and fought the devil with, " It is written.'* 
This the Apoftle calls the *« Sword of , the Spirit." We may 
fay of it as David faid of Goliah's fwftW, " None like this." 
The fcriptUres are callcc| the lively oracles of God : not only 
becaufe they are generally made ufe of to beget in us a new 
life, * but alfo to keep up and increafe it in the foul. The 
Apoftle Peter, in his 2d epiftle, prefers it even to feeing 
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Christ traitsfigurcd upon the mount. For after be iiad: 
faid, chap. i. i8. ** That the voice which came from heaven 
we heard, when we were with Him in the holy mount ," 
be adds, ^^ We have alfo a more Aire word of prophecy ; 
wbereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light 
ihining in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day-ftaf 
l^jfe in your hearts :" i. e. Till we (hake off thefe bodies, and 
^ fee Jesus faqe to face. Till then, we muft fee and converfe 
witti him through the glafs of his word. We muft make 
his teftimonies our counfellors, and daily, with Mary^ fit at 
Jesus feet, by faith hearing his word. We (hall then, by 
happy experience find, that they are fpirit and life, meat 
indeed, and drink indeed to our fouls. 

Secondly^ Believers keep up and maintain their walk with 
God by (ecret prayer. The fpirit of grace is always accom- 
\panied with the fpirit of fupplication. It is the very breath 
of the new-creature, the fan of the divine life, whereby the 
(park of holy fire kindled in the foul by God, is not only 
"kept in, but ^raifed into a flame. A ocgledl pf fecret prayer 
has been frequently an inlet to many fpiritual difeafes, and 
has been attended with fatal confequeiices. Origen obferved, 
'•* That the day he ofFtre<l incenfc to an idol, he went out of 
*' his clofet without making ufe of fecret prayer.'* It k one 
joi the moft noble parts of the believer's fpiritual armour. 
-** Praying always, fays the Apoftle, with all manner of fup- 
plication." *' Watch and pray, fays our Lord, that ye 
enter not into temptation." And he fpake a parable, that 
his. difciplesfhouldL pray, and not faint. Not that our Lord 
would have us al^yays upon our knees, or in our clofets, to 
.the negle<S): of our other relative duties. But he means, that 
our fouls (bould be kept in a praying- frame, fo that we might 
be able to fay, as a. good man in Scotland once faid.to his 
friends on his death-bed) ^< Could thefe curtains, or could 
;^' thefe walls fpeak, they would tell you what fweet com- 
**^ munion I -have had with my God here." O prayer, 
prayer! It brings and keeps God and man together. It 
•raifes m^n up tp GoD,«nd brings God down to man. If 
you would therefore, O believers, keep up your walk with 
God ; pray, pray without ceafing. Be much in fecret, fqt 
prayer, A^d.vyh^n you s^re ^bout the common bufmef^ of Ufa,; 
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be much in ejaculatory prayer, and fend, from time to timCt 
ihort letters pojd to heaven upon the wiogs of faith. .Thef 
will reach the very heart of God, and . return to you agtio 
loaded with fpiritual bleffings. 

Thirdly^ Holy and frequent meditation is anoth<sr blefieilv 
means of keeping up a believer|& walk with.GoD. ^^ Prayer^ 
^^ reading, temptation, and meditation," fays Luther^ ^^ make 
*^ a minifter." And they alfo make, and ^erfe6l a cbriftian. 
Meditation to the foul, is the fame as dig^ftion to the bodf*i 
Holy Devid found it fo, and therefore hp was fre5]uently em* 
ployed in meditation, even in the night feafon. We. read 
alfo of ifaacs going out into the Aelds to n^editate in the 
evening ; or, as it is in the margin, to pray. For medita- 
tion is a kind of filent prayer, whereby the foul is frequently^ 
as it were, carried out of itfelf to God, and in a degree made 
like unto thofe blefTed Spirits, who by a k^nd of immediate 
intuition always behold the face of our heavenly Fatbeiu 
None but thofe happy fouls that have been . accuftomed to 
this divine employ, can tell what a blefTed promoter of the 
divine life, meditation is. " Whilft I was muCng, fays Da^ 
vidy the fire kindled." And whilfl the believer is mufing 
on the works and word of God ; efpecially that work of 
works, that wonder of wonders, that myflcry of godlinefs, 
" God manifefl in the flefli," the Lamb of God flain for the 
fins of the world : he frequently feels the fire of divine love 
kindle, fo that he is obliged to fpeak with his tongue^ and 
tell of the loving- kindnefs of the Lord to his foul. Be fre- 
,quent therefore in meditation, all ye that defire to keep- up 
and maintain a clofe and uniform walk with the mofl-high 
God. 

Fourthly^ Believers keep, up their walk with God, by 
^watching and noting his providential dealings with them. If 
we believe the fcripiures, wc muft believe what our Lord 
hath declared therein, *^ That the very hairs of his difciples 
heads arc all numbered; and that a fparrow does not fall to 
the ground^ (either to pick up a grain of corn, or when 
(hot by a fowler) without the knovvledge of our heavenly 
t'athcr." Every crofs has a call in it, and every particular 
difpenfation of divine providence^ has fome particular end 
to anfwer in thofe to whom it is fecit. If it be of an afBifiivc 
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fitture. Gob does thereby fay, «« My fon^ keep thyfclf from 
idoli :*' if profperous, he does it as it were by a fmall, ftill 
vokrc, f•y^ *• My fon, give me thy heart." If believers, there-- 
fore, would keep up their walk with God, they muft from 
4iaie to time hear what the Lord has to fay concerning them 
in the voice of bis providence. Thus we find Abrahanfz fer- 
vant, when he went to fetch a wife for his mafter Ifaac^ eyed 
«n<l watched the providence of God, and by that means found ' 
omt the perfon that was defigncd for his inafter's wife. •* For 
•* a little hint from Providence,'' fays pious Biihop HalU ** is 
^ enough for faith to feed upo»n." And as I bplieve it will be 
one part of our happinefs in heaven, to take a view of, and 
look back upoil, the various links of the golden chain which 
4rcw us there ; fo thofe that enjoy moft of heaven below, I 
lielieve, will be moft minute in remarking God's various deal- 
ings with them, in refpeA to his providential difpenfatioi^s here 
on earth. 

I Fifihifj In order to walk clofely with God, his children 
tnuft not only watch the motions of God's providence without 
them, but the motions alfo of his bleflcd Spirit in their hearts. 
** As many as are the fons of God, are led by the Spirit of 
God,** and give up themfclvcs to be guided by the Holy 
Ghoft, as a little child gives its hand to be led by a nurfe or 
parent. It is no doubt in this fenfe, that we are to be con-> 
verted, and become like Irttlc children. And though it is the 
quinteflence of enthufiafm, to pretend to be guided by the 
Spirit without the written word 5 yet it is every chriftian's 
bounden duty to be guided by the Spirit in conjundion witll 
^e written word of God. Watch, therefore, I pray you, O 
belicrcrs, the motions of God's blefled Spirit in your fouls^ 
and always try the fuggeftions or impreffions that you may at 
any time feel, by the unerring rule of God's moft holy word t 
and if they arc not found to be agreeable to that, rejedt them 
as diabolical and delufive. By obferving this caution, you 
will fteer a middle courfe between the two dangerous extremes 
many of this generation are in danger of running into ; I 
mean, enthujiajm^ on the one hand, and deifm^ and downright 
infidelity^ on the other. 

Sixthly^ They that would maintain a holy walk with God, 
muft walk with him in ordinances as well as providences, &c. 

It 
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It IS, therefore, recorded of Zachary and Elizabtthj thiCf 
*' They walked in all God's ordinances as well as comiiHind^ 
inents, blamelefs." And all rightly informed chriftians, will 
look upon ordinances, not as beggarly elements, but as fo 
many conduit- pipes, whereby the infinitely condefcending ^z- 
hovab conveys his grace to their fouls. They will look upoti 
them as childrens bread, and as their ■ higheft privileges* 
Coniequently they will be glad when they hear others faj^ 
" Come, let us go up to the houfe of the Lord," They 
will delight to vifit the place where God's honour dwelleth, 
and be very eager to embrace all opportunities to ihew forth 
the Lord Christ's death till he come. 

Seventhly and lajilyy If you would walk with God, you will 
afibciate and keep company with thofe that do walk with him.^ 
** My delight, fays holy DeroiJ^ is in them that do excel" in 
virtue. They were in his figbtj the excellent ones of the 
earth. And the primitive chriftians, no doubt, kept up their 
vigour and firft love, by continuing in fellowihip one with 
another. The Apoftle Paul knew this full well, and tiKrefcae 
exhorts the chriftians to fe6 to it, that they did not forfaloe tbe 
affembling of themfelves together. For how can one be warm 
alone ? And has not the wifefl of men told us, that, «< as 
iron iharpeneth iron, fo doth the countenance of a man his, 
friend ?" If we look, therefore, into church hiftory, or make 
a juft obfcrvation of our own times, I believe we (hall find, 
that as the power of God prevails, chriftian focieties, and fei* 
lowihip meetings prevail proportionaMy. And as one decays, 
the other has infenfibly decayed and dwindled away at tho 
fame time. So neceflary is it for thofe that would walk with 
God, and keep up the life of religion, to meet together as 
they have opportunity, in order to provoke one another to '' ' 
love and good works. 

Proceed we now to the Third general riling propofed, Ta 
ofier fome motives to excite all to come and wjaAk with God, 

And Firfij Walking with God, is a very honourable thing. 
This generally is a prevailing motive to perfons of all ranks, 
to ftir them up tp any tmportant undertaking. O that it may 
have its due weight and influence wkh. you, in te(pcSt to the 
matter now before us ! I fuppofe you wowld fdl think it a very 
5 high 
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'high honour to be admitted into an earthly prince's priVy* 
council, to' be trufted with his fecrets, and to have his ear at 
^1 times, and at all feafons. It feems Haman thought it {o^ 
iiivhen he boafted^ Efth. v. ii, that befidcs his being *^ a'd^ 
vanced above the princes and fcrvants of the king ; yca^ 
■ moreover, Efiher the Queen did let no man come in with the 
.King unto the banquet that (he had prepared^ but myfejf 5 
, and to-morrow am I invited unto her alio with the King !^ 
And when afterwards a quefiion was put to this fame Haman^ 
,chap. vi. 6. " What fliall be done unto the man whom the 
.King delighteth to honour?'* he anfwered, ver. 8. " Let the ^ 
royal apparel be brought which the king ufed to wear, an4 
the horfe that the king rideth upon, and the crown royal 
.vhich is fet upon his head ) and let this apparel and horfe bf 
■delivered to the haod of one of the king's mgft. noble pripces, 
Shat they may array the man withal whom the King delights 
to honour, and bring him on. horfeback through the tti:eet of' 
the city, and proclaim before him. Thus (hall it be done t0 
the man whom the King delighteth to honour/* This wa9 
all then, it Teems, that an ambitious Haman could a(k, and 
.the moft valuable thing that he thought Ahafuerui^ the greateft 
monarch upon earth, could give. But alas, what is this ho- 
nour in comparifon of that which the meanefl of thofe enjoj^, 
that walk witKGoD ! Think ye it a fmall thing, Sirs^ to 
have the fecret of the Lord of Lords with you, and to bd 
called the friends of God ? and fuch honour have ail God'« 
faints. '' The fecret of the Lord is with them that feat 
•him :" and " Hencfeforth, fays the bleffed Jesus^ call I yow 
no longer fervants, but friends ; for the fervant knoweth not 
the will of his mafter," Whatever ydu may think of it, holy 
' David was fo fenfible of the honour attending a walk with 
God, that he declares, <* He had rather be ^ door-lceeper in 
his houfe, than to dwell even in the tents of ungodlinefs," 
O that all were like-minded with him ! 

But, Secondly^ As it is an honourable, fo it is a pleafmg 
thing to w<^k with GoD. The wifeft of men has told us, 
that ^' Witiom's ways are ways of pleafahtnefs/ and al) her 
paths peace;" And I remember pious Mr. Henrys when he 
was juft about to expire^ faid to a friend, ** You have heard 
^* n.a.ny mens dying words, and thefe arc niine ; A life fpen^ 
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^ in communion with Goi>> is the plea/aiUeft life in tkd. 
** world/* 1 am fure I can fet to my fcal that this is true; 
Indeed, I ha vebeen lifted under Jesus's banner only for a few. 
years ; but I have enjoyed more folid pleafure in one moment'^ 
communion with my GoQ, than I fhould or coiild have en- 
joyed in the ways of fin, though I had continued to hav^ 
went on in them for thoaiands of years. And may I not ap-^ 
peal to all you that fear and walk with God, for the truth of 
this i Has not one day in the Lord's courtis, been to yoii 
better than a thoufand ? In keeping God's conimandments^ 
have you not found a prefent and very great reward i Has 
not bis word been fweeter to you than the honeys or the 
honey-comb ? O what have you felt, when, yacob-l\)ee, you 
have been wreftling with your God ? Has not Jesus 
often met you when meditating in the fields, and been 
made known to you over and over again in breaking of 
bread ? Has not the Holy Ghoft frequently flied the divine 
love abroad in your hearts abundantly, and filled you with joy 
unfpeakable, even joy that is full of glory ? I know you will 
anfwer all thefe queftions in the affirmative, and freely ac- 
knowledge the yoke of Christ to be eafy, and his burden 
light ; or (to ufe the words of one of our coUefts) ** That 
" his fervice is perfedl freedom." And what need we thert 
ahy further motive to excite us to walk with Gob ? 

But methinks 1 hear fome among you fay, *' itoW cart 
" thefe things be ? For, if walking With Got>, as you fay, is 
^^ fuch an honourable and pleafant thing, whenc6 is it, that th^ 
** name of the people of this way is caft out as evilj and every 
^^ where fpoken againft i How comes it to pafs that they ar^ 
^' frequently aiHidted, tempted, deflitute, and tormented t Is 
" this the honour, this the pleafure that you fpeak of?'* t 
anfwer. Yes. Stop a while ; be not over-hafly. Judge not 
according to appearance, but judge righteous judgment, and 
all will be well. It is true, we acknowledge the ^' people o^ 
" this way," as you^ and Paul before you, when a perfecutor^ 
called them, have their names cafl out as evil, and are a fe^ 
every where fpoken agalnfl. But by whom ? Even by thd 
enemies of. the molt high God. And do you think it a dif- 
grace to be fpoken evil of by them ? BlefTed be God, wef 
have not fo learnt Christ. Our rpyal Mailer has pro- 
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iiounced thofe " blcffcd, who arc perfccuteJ, and have' alt 
manner of evil fpoken againft ^hem falfly." He has commaftded 
them "** to rejoice and be exceeding, glad." For it is the pri- 
lege of their difciplelhip, and that their reward will be great 
in heaven. He himfelf was thus treated. And can ther<$ b^ 
a greater honour put upon a creature, than to be boh- 
formed to the ever-bleffed Son of God ? And further, if 
is equally true, that the people of this way are frequently 
affli£):ed, tempted, deftitute, and tormented. But what of alt 
this ? Does this deftroy the pleafure of walking with God t 
No, in no wife ; for thofe that walk with GoD, are enabled, 
through Christ ftrengthening them, to joy even in tribula- 
tion, and to rejoic0 when they fall into divers temptatidns.. 
And I believe I may appeal to the experience of all true aifd 
clofe walkers with God, Whether or not their fufFering titoes; 
have not frequently bedn their fweeteft times, and thatth^ 
enjoyed moft of God, when moft caft outj and defpifed by 
men ? This we find was the cafe of Christ's primitive fer-^ 
vants, when threatened by the Jewijh fanhcdrim, and com- 
manded to preach no more in the name of Jesus ; they re- 
joiced, that thiey were accounted worthy to fufFer fhame fof 
the fake of Jesus. Paul and &ilas fang praifes even in a 
dungeon 5 and the face of Siepbeny that glorious proto-martyr 
of the chriftian church, fhone like the face of an aitgel. And 
Jesus is the fame now,' as he was then, and takes care fd to 
fweeten fufferings aiid afflidlions with. his love, that his difci- 
ciples find, by happy experience, that as affli£iions abound, 
confolations do much more abound. And therefore thrfe bb- 
jedions, infiead of deftroying, do only more enforcie the mo- 
tives before urged to excite you to walk with God. 

But fuppofing the objeftions were juft, and walkers with 
God were as defpicable and unhappy as you would repreferrt 
them to be ; yet I havfe a third motive to offer, which, if 
weighed in the balance of the fan£hjary, will over-weigh iH 
objeflions, viz. That there is a heaven at the end of this walk. 
For, to ufe the words of pious Biihbp Beveridge^ " Though 
*' the way be narrow, yet it is not long ; and though the ^jssxt 
*' be ftraight, yet it opens into everlafting life." Enoch f6und 
it fo. He walked with God on earth, and Gob took him tt 
iit down with him for eviir in the kingdotri of heaven. No^ 
Ibat we are to expe£t to be takSn away as he was : lio 3 I Aip- 
3 * pofcd 
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p6k we ttkAt all clie tfce common death of alt rnfii* Bat after 
death, the fpirits of thofe who have walked wich God, (halt 
tttum to God that, gave thehi; and at the morning of the 
Icfurredtoii, foul and body fliall be for ever With the Lord* 
Their bodies (hall t>e falhioned like unto Christ's glorious 
body, and their fouls filled with all the fulnefs of God. 
They ftiall fit on thrones ; they fhall judge angels. They 
(hall be enabled to fuftain an exceeding atid eternal weight of 
glory, even that glory which Jesus Christ enjoyed with the 
Father l}efore (Yk world began*. O ghrtam quantam et qualem^ 
fays the learned and pious Arndty juft before he bowed down 
bis head, and gave up the ghoft. The very thought of it is 
enough to make us *• wifli to leap our feventy years," as 
good Dr. Waits exprefles himfelf, and to make us break out 
into the earneft language of the royal Pfalmift, ** My foul is 
athirft for God, yea for the living God. When (hall I come 
to appear in the immediate prefence of my God ?" I won- 
der not that a fenfe of this, when under a more than ordinary 
in'adiation and influx of divine life and love, caufes fome per- 
fens even to faint away, and for a time lofe the power of their 
fenfes. A lefs fight than this, even a fight of Solomons glory, 
miAtSheha*^ queen aftoni(hed ; and a ftill leiTer fight than that, 
CTcn a fight of Jofiph*s waggons, made ho\j Jacob to faint, and 
for a while, as it were, die away. Daniel^ when admitted to a 
diftant view of this excellent glory, fell down at the feet of the 
tngel as one dead. And if a difiant view of this glory be fo 
excellent, what muft the aftual poffeffion of it be ? If the firft 
fruits are fo glorious, how infinitely muft the harveft exceed 
in glory ? 

And now what (hall I, or indeed what can I well fay more, 
to excite you, even you that are yet ftrangers to Christ, to 
come and walk with God ? If you love honour, pleafure, 
and a crown of glory, come> feek it where alone it can be 
fewid. Come, put ye on the Lord Jesus. Come, hafte 
ye away and walk with God^ and make no longer providon 
fet the fle(hi to fulfil the luft thereof. Stop, ftop, O 
fiancr ! turn ye, turn ye, O ye unconverted men ! for the 
'Wid of that way you are now walking in, however right it may 
iecm in your blinded eyes, will be death, even eternal deftrud- 
tion both of body and. ibuL Make no long tarrying, I fay : 
•» your peril, I charge you, ftep not one ftep further on in 
C 2 your 
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your prefent walk* For how knoweil thou, O man^ but the 
next ftep thou takeft may be into hell ? Death may feizo 
ihee, judgment find thee, and then the great gulph will b4 
ftxed betweeui tbce and endlefs glory, for ever and ^ ever. Q 
think of thefe things, all ye that are unwilling to come and 
walk with God. Lay them to heart. Shew yourfelv^s men, 
and in the ftrength of j£sus fay, Farew^l luft of the fle(h, I 
will no more walk|irith thee ! Farewel luft of the eye, anc| 
pride of life ! Farewel carnal acquaintance, and enemies of 
the crofs, I will no more walk and be intimate wi(h you ) 
Welcome Jesus, welcome thy word, welcome thy ordinaoccs^ 
welcome thy Spirit, welcome thy people, I will hicncefortli 
walk with you. O that there may be in you fuch a mind j 
God will fet his almighty fiat to it, and r(?a) it with 
the broad feal of heaven, even the fignet of his Holy 
Spirit. Yes, he will, though you have been walking with* 
and following after, the devices and defires of your def? 
perately wicked hearts, ever fince you have been born. ** I 
the high and lofty one," fays the great Jehovah, ** that inr 
habiteth eternity, will dwell with the humble and contrite 
heart, even with the man that trembleth at my word." Thp 
blood, even the precious blood of j£$us Christ, if you com^ 
to the Father in and through him, (ball cleanfe you from all 
fin. . . 

But the text leads me to fpeak to you that are faints, ^ 
well as to you that are open or unconverted finners. I neej 
not tell you that walking with God is not only honourabl!^ 
but pleafant and profitable alfo : for ye know it by, happy 
experience, and will find it more and more fo every day^ 
Only give me leave to flir up your pure minds by way of. re- 
membrance, and to befeech you by the mercies of GoD in 
Christ j£sus, to take heed to yourfelves, and walk clofjff 
with ypur God, than you have in days paft : for the nearer 
you walk with God, the more you will enjoy of Him whoCie 
prefence is life, and be the better prepared for being placed at 
his right-hand, where are pleafures for evermore. O do nd 
follow Jesus afar oiF I O be not fo formal, fo dead and 
flupid in your attendance on holy ordinances ! Do not fo 
ihamefully forfake the afiembling yourfelves together, or be fa 
niggardly, and fo indifferent about the things of God. Re- 

membcf 



I 37 J 

member what Jesus fays of the church of LaodicfOj ** Becaufe 
thou art neither hot nor cold, I will fpew thee out of my 
mouth.** Think of the love of Jesus, and let that love coq* 
ftrain you to keep near ttnto hind $ and though you die for 
him, do not deny him, do not keep at a diftance from him in 
any wife. 

One wt>lrd Cb my breth'rei^ in the miniftry that are here pre- 
fent, and I have done. You fee, my brethren, my heart is 
full ; I could almoft fay it'is too big to fpeak, and yet too bigl 
to be filent, without droppiog.a. word to you. . For does not 
the text fpeak in a particular manner 'to thofe who have the 
honour of being ftiled the ambafiadors of Christ, and 
Rewards of the myfteries of Gob i I obferved at the begin- 
ning of this dtfcourfe, that Enoch m all probability was a pub- 
lic perfon, and a flaming preacher. vThough he be dead, does 
he not yet fpeak to us, to quicken our zeal, and make us more 
adive in the fervice of our glorious and ever*blefled Matter t 
How did Enoch preach ? How did Enoch walk with God, 
though he lived in a wicked and adulterous generation ? Let 
us then follow him, as be followed Jesus ChrIst, and ere 
long, where rhe {9, there (hall we be aifo. He is now entered 
into his reft : yet a little while, and we (hall enter into ours, 
and that too much fooner than he did. He fojourned here 
below three hundred years 3 but blefled be Gop, the days of 
man are now ihortened, and in a few days our work will be 
over. The Judge is before.. the door: he that cometh will 
come, and will not tarry : his reward is with him. And we 
Aall all (if we are zealous for the I^ord of Hofts) ere long 
Ihine as the ftars in the firmament, in the kingdom of our 
heavenly Father, for ever and ever. To Him j the blefre4 
JESUs, and eternal Spirit, be all honour and glory, now, and 
{9 all eternity. Jmen^ and ^m^ti^ 
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Jl&raAahi's offering \jphi$ Son ff^ 4- 



Genes t& xxH. 12. ' 

i4»d h€ faid^ Lay not thine Hand upon the tai^ neiti£r 

:- do thou dny thing unto him\ f^r now I: know thai 

thou fesNji God^ f^^g ^*^« *^ »^^ mtbjbeld 

• thy Sbtn^ tbin^ onfy Son from me. -'^ 

%i 

THE great Apoftk Pentl^ in one of his epiftles, informs 
US) that ^ wbatfbever was written afbretimc was writ« 
ten for o»r learning, that we through patience, and comfort 
^f the holy (cripture mijghthave hope.". And aa without fiaith 
It is impoffible to pleafe G6d» or be accepted in Jfisus^.tbt 
Son of his love ; we may be affurcd, that whatever idliaacra 
6f a more than common faith are recorded in the.ixkok of 
God, they wtre more immediately defigned "hy the hdly Spirj| 
f^r our le-arning and imitation,, upon whom the ends of the 
world iare coDH^* For this rehfon, the author of the epiiilc 
to the Hebrews i in the xit-hchaptei^, mentions fuch a tsoUc 
catalogue of Old Teftamenk faints and martyrs^ ^' who fub^ 
dued kingdortis^ wrought rtghteoufnefs, flopped the mouthfe 
^ lions, &fr» and ane gone before unto inherit the-promifes.^ 
A (^ffici^nt coofutatiott, l^Mlcv'of their error, who lightljr 
efieem the Old Teftament fivait^ and ^would not barve them 
mentioned to chriftians, as perfons whofe faith and patience 
we are called upon more immediately to follow. If this was 
true, the apoftle would never have produced fuch a cloud of 
witnefles out of the Old Teftament, to excite the chriftians 
of the firft, and confequently pureft age of the church, to 
continue ftedfaft and unmoveable in the profeflion of their 
faith. Amidft this catalogue of faints, methinks the patriarcl^ 
Abraham fhines the brighteft, and differs from the others, as 
-;. : ■ • one 
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obe ftar aifFcitth from another ftar in glory ; for he flione? 

with fuch diftiiiguiflied luftre, that he was called the <« friend 

of GoU/* the ** father of the faithful j" and thofe who believe 

on Christ, arc faid to be ** fons and daughters of, and to 

*' be blefTed with, faithful Abraham!* Many trials of his faith 

did God fend this great and good man, after he had com*- 

cianded him to get out fronfl his country, and from his 

kindred, unto a land which he ihould (hew him ; but the laft 

was the moft fevere of all, I mean, that of ofFering up his 

oaly fon. This, by the divine affiftance, I propofe to make 

the fubjedk of your prefent meditation, and, by way of con- 

dufion, to draw Tome pra£lical inferences, as God fhall enable 

mc, from thi$ inftru£live ftory. 

The facred penman begins the narrative thus; verfe i. 
f* And it came to pafs, after thefe things, God did tempt 
Abraham.** After thefe things, that is, after he had under- 
went many ievere trials before, after he was old, full of days, 
and might flatter hiinfelf perhaps that the troubles and toils of 
life were liow finiihed j " after thefe things, God did tempt 
MfT^Aam** Cfariflians, you know not what trials you may 
tteet with before you die : notwithftanding you may have 
ifuffered, and been tried much already, yet, it may be, a 
grfeater meafure is ftill behind, which you are to fill up. " Be 
liot high-minded, but fear." Our laft trials, in all probabi- 
Iky, will 1)e the greateft: and we can never fay our warfare 
is accompli(bed, or our trials finiihed, till we bow down our 
heads, and give up the ghofl:. '* And it came to pafs, after 
thelfe thirfgs, that God did tempt Abraham** 

*' God did ttmpt Abraham " But can the fcripture con- 
tfadia itfelf ? Does not the apoftle Jamgs tell us, « that God 
tempts DO man;" and God does tempt no man to evil, or 
on purpofe to draw him into fin ; for, when a man is thus 
'tempted, he is drawn away of his own heart's luft, and en- 
ticed. But in another fenfe, God may be faid to tempt, I 
mean, to try his fervants ; and in this fenfe we are to under- 
ftand that pafiage of Matthew^ where we are told, that, 
^ Jesus was led up by the Spirit (the good Spirit) into the 
wildernefs, to be tempted of the devil." And our Lord, in 
that excellent form of prayer which he has been pleafed to 
give US) does not require us to pray that we may not ab fo- 
• ^ C 4 iutely 
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Jiitely be ltd into temptatioo, but delirered from the ^il of 
it ; whence we may plainly infer, that God fees it fit fome* 
limes to lead us into temptation, that is, to bring us into fuch 
C^cumftances as will try our faith and other chriftian graces. 
In this fenfe we are to underftand the expreflion before us ; 
t* God did tempt or try AbrahamJ** 

How God was pleafed to reveal his will at this time to his 
faithful fervant, whether by the SheMaahy or divine appear* 
^ce, or by a fmall ft ill voice, as he fpoke to Elijah^ or by z 
whifper, like that of the Spirit to Philip-^ when he commaiided 
him to go join himfelf to the eunuch's chariot, we are not 
told) nor is it material to enquire. It is enough that we are in^ 
formed, God faid unto him, Mraham\ and that Abraham knew 
jt was the voice of God : for he faid, " Behold, here I am." 
Oy^hat a holy familiarity (if I may fo fp^ak) is there betweea 
God and thofe holy fouls that are united to him by faith ia 
Christ Jesvs! God fays, Abraham \ and Abraham faid (it 
ibould feem without the leaft furprize) Behold, here I am. 
lieing reconciled to God by the death and obedience of 
(Christ, which he rejoiced in, and faw by fadth afar oflFi be 
did not, like guilty Adam^ feek the trees of the garden tor hidie 
himfelf from, but takes plcafure in convcrfing with Qs>^% and 
talketh with him, as a man talketh with his friend. O that 
CHRiST-lefs finners knew what it is to have feUowibip witlt 
the Father and the Son I They would envy the happinefs ojf 
fs^ints, and coupt it all jjoy to be tero^ed enthuGafta and foots 
for Cm joist's fake. 

But what doc§ God fay to Abraham i Verf? 2. ^* Ta|;c 

410W thy fon, thine only fon Ifaacy whom thou lovcft, and 

get thee intp the land of Mor'iah^ and ofier him there for a 

burnt- o/Fering upon one of the mountains which I {ball tell 

.thee of/' 

/ Every word deferves our particular obfervation. Whatever 
h&was to do, he muft do it now, immediately, without con- 
ferring with flefli and blood, But what muft he do ? *' Take 
pow thy Ton." Had God fai^J, take npw a firftling, or chpicfeft 
Jamb or heaft of thy flock, and offer it up for a burnt-offer- 
jng, ij; would not have appeared fo ghaftly ; but for God to 
. fay, ^f take now thy fon, and offer him. up for a burnt-offer- 
l^gf'' Pfie Wpu|d h^v€ iixiagined, w?s enpugb (o fiagger tbe 

ftrongeft 
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ftrcmg^ hiA. Bat diis is not all : it miift not only be a 
fen» but ** thine only fon Ifa4Uj whom thou loveft/* If ie 
muft be a fon, and not a beaft^ that muft be offered, why will 
not Ijhmael do, the fon of the bond-woman ? No, it muft be 
Bis only fon, the heit of all, his Ifaac^ by interpretation 
laughter^ the fon of his old age, in whom his foul delighted, 
<< whom thou loveft," fays God, in whofe life his own was 
.wrapped up: and this fon, this only foh, this Ifaac^ the fori 
of his love, muft be taken now, even now, without delays 
and be offered up by his own father, for a burnt -offering; 
upon one of the mountains of the which God would tell 
him. 

Well might the apoftle, fpeaking of this man of God, fay, 
that *'againft hope he believed in hope, -and, being ftrong in 
fiiich, gave glory to God :" For, had he not been bleffed with 
faith which man never before had, he muft have refufed fa 
comply with this fevere command. For how many argu- 
ments might nature fiiggeft, to prove that'fuch a command 
could never come from God, or to excufe himfelf from obey* 
ingit? *fWhatl. (might the good man have faid) butcher 
♦* my own child ! it is contrary to the very law of nature : 
^* much more to butcher my dear fon Ifaacy in whofe fee4 
^ God himfelf has affured me of a numerous pofterfty. But 
^< fuppofiog I could give up my own affedlions, and be will- 
" ing to part with him, though I love him fo dearly, yet, if 
*^ I murder him, what will become of God's promife? Be- 
M fides, I am now like a city built upon a hill ; I fhine as a 
*^ light in the world, in the midft of a crooked and perverfe 
^^ generation : How then (hall I caufe God's name to be blaf- 
' *^. pbemed, howihail I become a by- word among the heathen, 
^ if they hear that I have committed a crime which they ab- 
'^ hor ! But, above all, what will Sarah my wife fay ? How 
" can I ever return to her again, after I have imbrued my 
-^ hands in my dear child's blood ? O that God would pardon 
^* me in this thing, or take my life in the place of my fon'sl" 
l^hus, I fay, jfhrabam might have argued, and that too feem- 
ingly with great reafon, againft complying with the divine 
command. But as before by faith he confidered not the dead- 
iiefs of Sarah's womb, when (he was paft age, but believed on 
biqi, who fjiidt *^ S^{ih $by wife ft|all bear thee a (on indeed;'* 
I to 
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|p jiovT) hting coovifkced that the fame God fpbke'to ancf 
commanded him to oflfer.up that foo, and knowing that Goor 
fras able to raife him from the dead, without delay he 6bey9 
IJbe heavenly calU - 

O that unbelievers Would karn of faithful Jbrahamj anJ 
bplieve whatever is revealed from God, though they cannot 
fyUy comprehend it I Abraham knew God commanded hrm to 
9jBFer up his fon, and therefore believed, notwithftanfiing carnal , 
(eafoning might iiiggeft many objections* We have fufScient 
(eftimony^ that God h^s (poken to U6}>y his fon ; why fliould 
^e not alfo believe, though many thuags in <he New Tefia^ 
ment are above our reafon? For, where reafon ends, faith 
JijE^in^. And, ho weVier infidels may Itik tfaemielTei ceafoners, 
of all men they arethp moft unreafdneble: For, is itnot con-» 
^ary to all reafon, (to :meaifure an infinite by a finite under-* 
landing,: or think lo find out the myfteries of godlinefs td 
perfection ? 

, But to return to ihe patriarch Ahrahtm : We obferved' be- 
fore what plauftbie objeClions he might have made ; but he 
iu[ifwered not a fingle word : no, without replying againft his 
Maker, we are told^ verfe 3. that ** Abraham rofe up early ii^ 
the morning, and faddled his afs, and took two of his young 
ynen with him, and Ffaac his fon, and clave the wood for thfe 
burnt-ofiering, and rofe up and went unto the place of which 
Pod had told him." 

From this vcrfe ute may gather, that God fpoke -to Abraham 
in a dream, or vifion of the night : For it is faid, he rofe up 
early. Perhaps it was near the fourth watch of the night, 
juft before break of day, when God faid. Take now thy fpn j 
jind Abraham rifes up early to do fo ; as I doubt not but he 
ufed to rife early to oiFer up his morning-facrifice of praife 
3nd thankfgiving. It is often remarked of people in the Old 
Tcftamcnt, that they rofe early in the morning; and particu- 
larly of our Lord in the New, that he rofe a great while be- 
fpn? day to pray. The morning befriends devotion ; and, if 
^leople cannot ufe (o much felf-denial- as to rife early to pray, 
I know not how they will be able (o die at a (lake (if called 
j^ it) for Jesus Christ. 

. The humility as well as the piety of the patriarch is obfcr?^- 
9>1^ : be faddkd hi^ own afs (great men {hould'be humble $) 

and 
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and to fheiv his fincerity, though he took' two bf fail young 
mec with him, gnd Ifaac hi^fon, yet he keeps his defign as A 
fecret from them all : nay, he does not fo much fts tell Sm-rf^ 
^18 wife : for he knew not but (be might be a fnare unta him 
^n this affair ) and, as Ribiiab afterwards, on another occa^ 
£on, advifed Jdi^i tp flee, fo S^r^ alfo might perfuade Ifadt 
to hide himfelf J or the young tnen, had they known of rt^ 
might have forced him ^wayy as in after-ages the foldiers re£- 
CMed Jonathan out of the hands of SauL But Abraham fought 
no fuch evafion,.and therefore, like an IfraeUte indeed, in whoim 
there was no guile, h^ himfelf refolutely << cla\fe the wood for 
the burnt-offering, rpfe up and went unto the pjace of which 
God had told him." In the fecQnd verfe God commanded 
•him to ofer up his fon upon oi^e of the mount^ns which b^ 
would tell him.qf> He commanded him to offer his fon up, 
but would not then dire<Stly tell him the place where: thid 
va9 to keep hitn dependent and watching unto prayer:- for 
there ia nothing like being kept waiting upon God j and, if 
we do, affuredly God will reveal himfelf unto us yet further 
in his own time. Let us pradtife what we know, follow prp^ 
vidence fo far as we can fee already ; and what we know not, 
what we fee not a$ yet, let us only be found in the way of 
duty, and the Lord will reveal even that unto us. jlbraham 
knew iK)t dire£ily where he was to offer up his fon ; but he 
rifes up and fets forward, and behofd now God (hews him.: 
^' And he went to the place of whiqh God had told him." 
]Let us go and do likewife. 

Verfe 4. " Then on the third Azy Abraham lifted up his 
e^s^ and faw the place afar off." 

So that the place, of which God had told hiai, was no lefs 
Aan three days journey diftant from the place where God firft 
appeared tahim, and commanded him to take his fon. Was 
not this to try his faith, and to let him fee that what he did, 
was not meerly from a fudden pang of devotion, but a matter 
of choice and deliberation ? But who can tell what the aged 
patriarch felt during thefe three days ? Strong as he was in 
faith, I am perfuaded his bowels often yearned over his dear 
fon Ifaac. Methinks I fee the good old man walking witli 
his dear child in bis hand, and now and then looking upon 
^im, loving him, and then turnimg afide to weep* And per- 
; , - hapsj^ 
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hips, fometlmes he ftays a Ifttle behind to pour out bis heart 
before God, Top he had no mortal to tell his cafe to. Then, 
tnethinks, I fee him join his {jpn and fervants again, and talk- 
ing to them of the things peruining to the kingdom of GdD, 
as they walked by the way. At length, «< on the third day, 
be lifts up his eyes, and faw the pla<5e afar ofF." And, to flicw 
thzt he was yet fmcerely refolved to do whaifoever the Lord 
required of him, he even now will not difcover his defign to 
:|iis fervants, but ** faid, verfe 5. to his young men," (as wc 
fliould fay to our worldly thoughts, when about to tread the 
courts of the Lord's houfe) <« Abide you here with the afs-j 
and I and the lad will go up yonder and worfliip, and comt 
'again to you." This was a fufficient reafon for their (laying; 
behind ; and^ it being their mafter's cuftom to go frequently 
to wor(bip, they could have no fufpicion of what he was going 
about. And by Jkraham'S ftiying, that he and the lad would 
come again, I am apt to think he believed God would raife 
bim from the dead, if fo be he permitted him to ofFer his 
child, up for a burnt-offering. However that be, he is yet 
refolved to obey God to the uttermoft ; and therefore, 

Verfe 6. *' Abraham took the wood of the burnt-oflefing, 
and laid it upon Ifaae his fon ; and he took the- fire in hh 
hand, and a knife, and they went both of them together.** 
Little did Ifaac think that he Was to be offered on that very 
wood which he was carrying upon his (boulders ; and there- 
fore T/tftf^ innocently, and with a holy freedom (for good meh 
(hould not keep their children at too great a diftance) ** fpake 
unto Abraham his father, and faid. My father ; and he (with 
equal afFe£lion and holy condefcenfion) faid, Here am I, my 
fon/' And to fhew how careful Abraham had been (as all 
chriftian parents ought to be) to inftruft his Ifaac how tb 
facrifice to Gop, like a youth trained up in the way wherein 
'he (hould go; Ifaac h\6^ ** Behold the fire and the wood; 
but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering ?'* How beautiful 
is early piety ! how amiable, to hear young people a(k queftK* 
ons about facrificing to God in an acceptable way I Ifaac 
knew very well that a lamb was wanting, and that a lamb 
was neceffary for a proper facrifice : ** Behold the fire and <the 
wood \ but where is the lamb for a burnt-offering ?" Young 
:jiien and ^laidens, learn of him^ 

Hitherto, 
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Hitherto, it is plain, Ifaac knew nothing^ of hit father's de-i 
(ign : but I believe, by what his father faid in anfwer to his 
queftion, that now was the time Abraham revealed it unta 
him. . .., 

Ver. 8. *' And Abraham faid, My fon, God will provide 
himfelf a Lamb for a burnt-oiFering." Some think, that 
Abraham by faith faw the Lord Jesus afar oflF, and here 
fpake prophetically of that Lamb of God already flain in 
decree, and hereajfter to be aflually offered up for finAers« 
This was a lamb of God's providing indeed (we dared not 
have thought of it) to fatisfy his own juilice, and to render, 
him jiift in juftifying the ungodly. What is all our fire and 
wood, the beft preparation and performances we can make 
or prefent, unlefs God had provided himfelf this Lamb foe 
a burnt-ofFering i He could not away with them. Tho 
words will well bear this interpretation. But, whatever 
Abraham might intend, I cannot but think he here made* an 
application, and acquainted his fon, of God*s dealing with 
his foul 9 and at length, with tears in his eyes, and the ut^ 
moft afiedion in his heart, cried out, << Thou art to be the 
lamb, my Son ;" God has commanded me to provide thee 
for a burnt-ofFering, and to oiFer thee upon the mountain 
which we are now afcending. And, as it appears from a 
fubfequent verfe, Ifaacy convinced that it was the divine will^ 
made no refiftance at all : For it is faid, ^^ They went both 
of them together;" and again,, when we are told, that 
Abraham bound Ifaac^ we do not hear of his complaining, 
or endeavouring to efcape, which he might have done, be« 
ing (as fome think) near thirty years of age, and^ it is plain, 
cap^le of carrying wood enough for a burnt-ofFering. But 
he was partaker of the like precious faith with his aged father, 
and therefore is as willing to be offered, as Abraham is to of^ 
fcr him : And " fo they went both of them together.*' 

Ver. 9. At length *' they came to the place of which 
God had told Abraham* He built an altar there, and laid 
the wood in order, and bound Ifaac his fon, and laid him 
on the altar upon the wood." 

And here let us paufe a while, and by faith take a view 
of the place ^where the father has laid him. I doubt not but 
the blefTed angels hovered round the altar, and fang, '^ Glory 
be tfi! Gop in the higheft," for giving fuch faith to man. 

Come, 
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Come, all ye tender-hearted parents, who know what it is 
to look over a dying child : fancy that you faw the altar 
6re6led before you, and the wood laid in order, and the 
belove Ifaac bound upon it : fancy that you faw the aged pa- 
rent ftanding by weeping. (For, why may we not fuppofe 
that Abraham wept, fince Jfesus himfelf wept at the grave 
ofLaTtarus?) O what pious, endearing expreffions pafled 
now alternately between the father and the fon ! Jpfepbus re- 
cords a pathetic fpeech made by each, whether genuine I 
know not : but methinks I fee the tears trickle down the 
Patriarch Abraham's cheeks ; and out of the abundance of 
the heart, he cries. Adieu, adieu, my fon ; the Lord gave 
thee to me, and the Lord calls thee away ; bleffed be the 
name of the. Lord : adieu, my Ifaac^ my only fon, whom 
I love as my own foul ; adieu, adieu. I fee Ifaac at the fame 
time meekly refigning himfelf into his heavenly Father's 
hands, and praying to the moft High to ftrengthen his earthly 
parent to ftrike the flroke. But why do I attempt to defcribe 
what either fon or father felt ? It is impofiible : we may in- 
deed form fome faint idea of, but (hall never fully compre- 
hend it, till we come and fit down with them in the kingdom 
of heaven, and hear them tell the pleafing ftory over a^ain. 
Hafien, O Lord, that bleiTed time! O let thy kingdom 
ix>me I 

And now, the fatal blow is going to be given. '^ And 
Abraham ftretched forth his hand, and took the knife to 
iiay his fon." But do you not think he intended to turn away 
his head, when he gave the blow? Nay^ why may we not 
fuppofe ^ fometimes drew his hand in, after it was ftretched 
eut, willing to take another laft farewell of his beloved Ifaacj 
9ind defirous to defer it a little, though fefdved at hft to 
ftrike home ? Be that as it will, his arm is now ftretched 
out, the knife is in his hand, and he is about to put it to 
his dear fon's throat. 

But fingf O heavens ! and 'rejoice, O earth I Man's cxi- 
trcmity is God's opportunity : for behold, juft as the knifv^ 
in all probability, was near his throat, ver. ii. ^ the 
angel of the Lord, (oi* rather the Lord of angels, Jesus 
Christ, the angel of. the cverlafting covenant) called unto 
\k\m^. (-probably in a very audible manner) from heaveir, 
and faid, Abraham^ Abraham* < (The Word is doubled, 
- to 
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to engage his attetition ; and perhaps the fuddennefs of this 
tM made him draw back his hand, juft as he was going 
to ftrike his fon.) And Abraham faid, Here am I/* 

^* And he faid, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither 
do thou any thing unto him : for now know I that thou 
feareft God, feeing thou haft not withheld thy fon, thine only 
fon from me.*'' 

Here then it was that Abraham received his fon Ifaac from 
the dead in a figure. He was in efFe£l oiiered upon the altar, 
and Go'b looked upoit him as offered and given unto him. 
Now it was that Abraham^s faith, being tried, was found more 
precious than gold purified feven times in the fire. Now as 
a reward of girace, though not of debt, for this fignal a£l: ot 
bbedience, by an oath, God gives and confirms the promife, 
*< that in his feed all the nations of the earth fhould be 
bleffed," ver. 17, 18. With what comfort may we fuppoft 
the good old man and his fon went down from the mount, 
and returned uftto the young men ! With what joy may we 
imagine he went h^me, and related all that had pafled to 
^arah ! And above all, with what triumph is he now exult- 
ing in the paradife of God, and adoring rich, free, diftin* 
guifhing, closing, cverlafting love, which alone made him 
10 differ from the reft of mankind, and rendered him worthy 
of that title which he will have fo long as the fun and the 
moon endufe, ** The Father of the Jfaithful !'' 

But let us now draw our eyes from the creature, and d6 
^at Abraharrv^ if he was prcfent, would direct to ; I mean^ 
tx them on the Creator, God blcffed for evermore. 
■ I (fee your hearts afFe&d, I fee your eyes weep. (And in- 
deed, who can refrain weeping at the relation of fuch a ftory ?) 
But, behold, I (hew you a m)rftery, hid under the facrificc 
(i( Abraham^s ot\\y fon, which, unlefs your hearts are hardhed-, 
muft caufe you to weep tears of love, and that plentifully too. 
I would Wfllingly hope you even prevent me here, and arfe 
ready to fay, "It is thcf love of God, in giving Jksus 
'••^ Christ to die for our fins.*' Yes ; that is it. And ydt 
■perhaps jrou find your hearts, at the mentioning of this, not 
fo nlUch afFefi'ed. Let this convince you, that we are all 
Tafleft creatures, and that we do not love God or Chris^* 
'ias WC ought to do: for, if you admire Abraham'cfktlv^ tip 
* •" his 
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bis Jpiacr. how muqh,m.orc ought yoi^ to q^tol, magnify and 
adore the love of GoDp lyho io loved j(be .wprl^, as to giv.e his 
only begotten Son Christ, J|t&us our Lp^p^. *'\ tha^ whofo^ 
ever bclievetb on .{lim fboutld not peri(h^ but have everiaft* 
ing life?'* May wc not well ^ cry p^t^Nosv kfiow we^ O. 
Lord, that thou tiaft loved vl'^^ fmce tli9u haft not virithheld 
thy Son, thine only Son from uaJ^/ifcrA^/p was Goo's 
creature (and God was Abraham % frieo^cj) ^nd^ therefore un- 
der thc.hjgheft.obJigation' to fvicrender. HP Ijis j^tfr. But O 
ftupendiovis.Jove ! whilfl;. we toj?. hij^^. jjpcffjies, Gqj> fcnc 
forth hjs Son, madq of a wvn^^i^i. m;»de. under, the law, that 
he might become a cjirfe for us. , ,0 th?, fteenefs., as. well as 
thcUifinitJi of thelovepf God our Fa^h^rt^It isiiofearch- 
able ; I aoi loft ip contcmpl^iiog k j h^ i? .paft finding oidt. 

Thii>k, Q beii^ycrsj think; ^(v^'^^r^flV^^iSC'G^P^ i'l glymg 
Jesus. Christ to be apcopj^f^tipn for oDr ilns. ,2. And when 
you hear how Abraham bui}t an. ^Itf^r^.^nd.lf^d . the. wood, ja 
order, and bound Ifaac his^,fan, arid.la^ Jijini oa tb^ alt2ir upon 
the wood J think how y qui;, heavenly, ^'^ather bound J,£SU}% ^ 
Christ his only Spn^ ^nd oiSer^d hia> jjpoa..tbe altar of.j^is,. , 
juftice, and laid upon him the iniquities of ua aJL r.'When, / 
you read oi Abrahanfs firetcbing, forth his ban^ to. ilay^ bit 
Son, Think» O thinfc^ hpw God a£tuaUy fuSered bis Sqri, 
to be flain,.that we might live for evermore. Dq you. re^4 .. 
of Ifaac carrying the wood upon his fhpulders, upon, which 
he was to be offered ? . Let this lead you to ngtount Calyojy ^^ 
(this very mount of Moriaby/htre Ifaac jvas offered, aii.fomji 
think) and take a view of the antitype Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, bearing and ready to fmk under the weight of ihaii 
crofs, on which he was to hang for. us. Do you admir^ 
Ifaac (o freely confenting to die, though a creature, and there* 
fore obliged to go when GoD called ? Q do not forget, (o 
admire infinitely more the dear Lord Jssus, that pron^ifed 
feed, who willingly faid, '^ Lo, I come," though under jh> 
obligation fo to do, <' to do thy will/' to obey and die for 
men, " O God !" Did you weep juft now, when I bid-yoi# 
fancy you faw the altar, and the wood laid in order^ and 
^^^ laid bound on the altar? Look by faith^. behold the 
blefTed Jesus, our all-glorious Emmanuely not bounds but 
.failed on an accurfcd tree : fee how he bangs crowned with 

thornSf 



thofns, aAd had iir derifion of all that are round about fiim ? 
fee how the thorns pierce him, and how the blood in purple 
ftreains trickle down his facred temples ! Hark how the Goi^ 
of litture groans I See how he boWs, his head, and at .length 
: Juunanity gives upthe-gboft I Ifaac is Taved, but Jesus, the 
QiXDiOf Jfaac<^ dies : A ram is offered up m IfdacS room, 
biit Jesus has no fiibftittite; Jesus muft bleed, Jesus muA 
die I God the Father provided this Lamb for hin^felf from all 
eternity. He muft be offered in time, or man muft be damned 
for evermore. And now, where are your tears ? Shall I fay, 
lefirain your voice frbm weeping ? No \ rather let me exhort 
you to look to him whom you have pierced, and mourn, as a 
woman mourneth for her firft-born : for we have been the 
betrayers^ we have been the murderers of this Lord of glory i 
and Ihall we not bewail thofe (ins, which brought the bleifed 
Jssus to the accurfed tree ? Having fo much done, fo much 
fuffered for us, fo much forgiven, (hall ive not love much ? 
O I let us love Him with all our hearts, and minds^ aitd 
ftrengtb) and glorify him in our fouls and bodies, for they 
are hit. Whicit leads me to a fccond inference I (hall draw 
from the foregoing difcourfe. 

From hence we may learn the nature of .true, juftifying 
faith. Whoever underftands and preaches the truth, as it is 
in Jssus, muft. acknowledge, that falvation is God's free 
gift, and that we are faved, not by any or all the works of 
rigbteoufnefs which we' have done or can do: no; we can 
neither wholly nor in part juftrfy ourfelves in the fight o^ 
GbD. The Lord Jesus Chris^t is our rigbteoufnefs ; and 
if. we are accepted with Goo, it muft be only in and through 
the per(bnal rigbteoufnefs, the active and paflive obedience, 
of Jesus Christ his beloved Son. This rigbteoufnefs muft 
be imputed, or counted over to us, and applied by faith to 
pur hearts, or elfe we can in no wife be juftified in God's 
fight : and that very moment a finner is enabled to lay hold on 
Chkist^s rigbteoufnefs by faith, he is freely juftified from 
all his fins, andfhall never enter into condemnation, not^ 
witbftanding he was arfire-brand of hell before^ Thus it was 
diat jUnrabam was juftified before he did any good work : he 
was enabled to believe on the Lord Christ \ it was ac- 
counted p him for rigbteoufnefs ) that^ is, Christ*s righfee^ 

Vol. V. D oufhefs 
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oufnefe was made over to him, and (b accounted his. The 
this is gofpel '^ this is' the only way of finding acceptance wit 
God : good works have nothing to do with our juftificatioK 
in. his fight. We are juflified by /aith alone, as faitk tb 
article of our church ; agreeable to which the apoftle Pmu 
faya, ^* By grace ye are faved, through faith ; and that, tion 
of youifelves ; it is the gift of Goix" NotH'ittaftandiojg, 
good works have their prc^r place : tbeyjuftify our fiitfa, 
though not our perfons } they follow it, and evidence oiu 
juftification in the fight of men. Heq^e it is that the apoftii 
y^misztksj was hot Jftra/wm juftified by works? (alludiii( 
119 doubt to the ftory on which we have been difcourfing] that 
IS,' did he not proye he was in a juftjfied fiate^ l:^ecaufe bii 
faith was produ£live of good works ? This declarative juftifi- 
cation in the fight of men, is what isi dirciSUy to be under* 
ftood in the words of the text ; <^ Now know I, fays Gop. 
' that thou feareft me, fince thou haft liot withheld thy Son 
thine' only Son froni me.'' Not but that God knew it be* 
fore ; but this is fpoken in coodefcenfiqn to our weak capa* 
cities, and plainly (hews, that, his offering up his fon wa 
accepted with Geo, as an evidence of the fiocerity of bii 
/aith, and for tliis, was left on record to future ages. Heii^ 
then you may learn^ whether you are ble&d with, and aie fim 
and daughters of, faithful 4irakam, ^ You fay you believe, 
you talk of free ^rhce and free juftification : you do wc)). 
the devils alfo believe and tremble. But has the faith^vdiid 
you pretend to^ influenced your hearts, renewed jwir fouls 
an J, like iiftr-^tfw^s, worked by lover Are your afieiStions 
like his, fet on things above ? Are j-ou heavenly-minded, aaj 
like him, do you confefs yourselves ftrangers a nd. pilgrims- 01 
the earth ? In (hort, ha? your faith enabled you to overcom 
the world, and ftrengthned you to give up your Ifaais^ you 
laughter, your moft beloved luft^, frierd?, plrafures, ani 
profits for Ggd ? If Jo, take the comfort of it ; for juftly ma; 
you lay, ** We know aiVurcdly, that we do fear and lovt 
** God, or rather are Joved of h:m.'* But if you arc onl] 
ticking he:icver?, have only a faith of the head, and neve 
f:l: the power of it in your hearts, howe\'er you may bolfici 
yourrdvcs «p, and \x\\ ** We hare jM-^iam few our father. 
^* or Chiiis r is our Saviour ^*^ unkls yoa get a faith of thi 
* J heart 
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ilTvourwormly coEiuorts i and lana ready prepared tor part 

'sOm'fof voii perhaps may have inends- who are to vou as 
yo\jf" (Jwh, fours ; ana, others may fevt children* in whpfc 
%es voixr own lives are Douhd up: all 1^ believe have, th^f 
^5&^^j theirjjaaichlar dcltghts oF fomis'kiiid or other,.. I^a- 
bQuV-^^J^j^f Christ sltdjLc^ labGuVj ye ^lons^ .and' daiightcfs 
m Mraljam^ to reUEn ihem daily ift atteaion to GoD, that* 
when he ihal^ require you, really to facnfice thcmj. yon mdy 
jibrtonlfer ytrith fleffl and b^o6d, any^more than the blefled 
^pSfriaWh dSw before 'us< ^jftLnS.as'^for ybii t^at Ibaye been :Ui 
fflyUic^itite tHei^liiV unto' him, let his example encourage and 
WSfSW^ was tried 

'Wmri'jo^^ ^B!bf; O^HinV^cTfJlKe.'happinefs he novr 
^Wjov3,^aM'Tld\ISci$ I^ Gob for teippt^ 

W§n4'ii^^iilif^ teltjvv; Look up ofteri by 

tie e^ ^o¥(m c ^ I ' i nd Te e' It i ni ' fi tt i ng ifl tli his d ea rjy beloved 
^i^r 1rt^ the world of fpirfts. Remember, it vifill be, but a 
liuK Wliije^ and you {hall fit with them alfo, and^ tell orte 
a^tbtfi^ wliat'GoD has done for your fouls* There I hope 
to fie ^th VoiJj and bear this ftofy of his offering, up his 
SmttbtA lire oiwh mouth', and ^o praifc the Lamb that fittetb 
lljfcn'^lfe throiic, fbf W^^ hath done for all our foiuls, 
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■-'•^S'' "E -^R • M 0-v-.-S.f..,j:s?;4 

'ttrii ?> Tfae.great Duty of F^i:ptIy.7Jf.sl^g^p^,,^ ,,, 

^*'' %forWan^ntyHmfey vJi ^S^f^i>^tbe^l^o9.i^M 

/rir^itE'SE words contaia tbe;.|\plj5 i^^foJlm'<^fi94iBtf^ 
JL " '^^^ift?. Who cjiaving in a i»oft) pq^i^lgti ^f^,4^i$8aie 
"^HcouH'e*reco4riied MJOithe ^^/r/^ )iii^b#t ugff^^ jthlpg^uffo^ 
had d^e for thctnji in the:^ verfe .imip^diately pJ:e9^fjpgj (^ 
*^te*ei c6mes tO'drafeqaj^opcr inr^8ngej/y<?Rj. ^wh^ij hfl ^^ 
\b^<^'d€liverHt^;^<Kln acquaints rfwfn^jiw J^P moft^rflgJig 

^'th^sfn^,^^ey coidd« dnf>noJe&> thwjf out.^of ^graji;c^4c ^/Qfg/jjgh 
p-HtiCennfmoin fevotirsvand merci^, ^f^j?^]^^ .^IPfh ^^^onj^^ 
-ittdiUrtiiliey to his^fevictt; " Now.thf fpforf^ %r'^gj»j}flp, 
/and ferve him imfincerityiflad tr«$h> 9fldfput awa3^|jie..^p 

^hfch your fathfics. ferved onihp.^th^f jiJxJS .^f^ t^9^flS84^ 
And by the fa*no .engaging motive ^.^^e^. the prophy Sgiipfl 
afterwards ^nf^ce theiir obedience t^.. ^h^ f^pQ^R];»ndn;ieptj<.f^ 
' God, i S/ww.-xii. 24^, " Only fw^iM?^ Lp]^!), aiji^ ^gjgfC 
him jn^truth^ with ■ aJl^ouct heart j/fpr co.nf;jier^-how gjgijft 
thingi he. hath donp for .yptj/' ♦; But thcO;, tjhat ^jhejr inighc 
rot excufe thenifelves (as too many might be ^?t .^Mj^^^nt^y 
his giving them a bad example, or think he was laying hcavf 
. burdens uppj> thenj> whilQ: he himfelf touched them pot with 
; pne^o(his finger?^. Jte ^elJs them iii' the text, ' that Svhatevel 
regar^ they might^pay tQ Jtl^e.doarine he had been p^eachingj 
yet he (as all minifters oug\it to do) was refolved to^iive uf 
tb^ftd praftifeft'hilnftlf : *^ Cbufe you therefore, whom you 
will ^fervc,i/vtifetherthft.Gods, which your, fathers (vvcd, 01 
the Gods of the jimorites^ in whofe land ye dwell ; but as foJ 
inc and my houfe, we will fefie the Lord.** 

' A refo- 
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A rcfolution this, wortny oiyojhita^ and no lefs becoming, 

noiefs necefiary for every true fon oijojhuay that is intruded 

with the care and government of a family in our day : and, 

ifitwajj^ver feafpn^ble for minlAers to preach up^ or people 

to putnnLpra(aicel^m//K-w^/^«i I «,was ge^tr. iw^re fc^han 

f in the prefent age ; fmce it is greatly to be feared^ that out 

of thofe many hou(holds that call themfelves chriftians, there 

are but W^ thit<ftr^<?6b \n 'thek^#irfJe(Sbtot&mrr£ as they 

oiight. 

It is true indeed, vifit our churches, aridyolx may' pifrliapi 
fee fomething of ih^form/lo/ygo^infef^ ^^li fubfifting amongft 
us; but even that is fcarcely to be met with in private 
houfeifro.5oiviba^/^ij^r(f^^!^ ^lUfled ^ge^^^tp^^coine,^a3 \n the 
patriarchal age, and obferve our fpiritual oeconomy a't home, 
'Wdfilcf <{hef - Ad^'t^ ff^m^teii w '■ fa^yv as ^jdbrahaTh toiMifniM^ 
"^S^^^^^mmP&f CSo© ii. not imtiis[p\pi^r\.G*tuxx. gi . 
^lio^WA k^-^ei^^eglea^ oF fdttuiytxfiligioft .fii^.frfgwi 
ti(Mi%^a€ tUi^^^ikfifttan ^orld^/^is diiji^kt t^' detcrji^ine. 
'^/Jifcl- ti^lf/riffiftlVeyefil»iftifinsf^l:*ami-pofitii«€i it w^^ n^^-fo 
"^^tti^'P N^ t^eyn^j) notib l£aflrnbafC»Rl.s?«,:asi f^^y 
tt4nnagliitfl^li^idb'^i^^td^h8XjbnfHitdrfrd*ly,/to tbdr alfev* 
'M^s^fBr JriW>lft*^\ifoi*ai^i> hsn on the«<miiiaign, ^ttebftvct^iyrijh 
l^lsif^iiy ^h^e:i^iititlk^ holihefe in/, their) ^wivwf^nfftQwljfls, 
Wt^fi^JWWti'rtlft^fesvtht^r houfeja ckurchn ^^S^lttfieff^qh 
>4JtJej4Sy«f iy#, Uttfl'tte ctt(#rth'which%;mihis boufe^?? i Af^, 
l^fi8fte?4f,V Wfe atiift T6^*^^b'*»dcfpai^dfl(beingria. pr.im^tiVf!,[Q^^ 
»^[Ji«JJ't^Viv'eaii«^t}fcc WWldi ti«!wc^n»re.fo happy ^.>to 
ft£*a^»krWt)i-iftiUiv*^ flatly '^ and;perfon» ^^nm* 

Aitf^eMi^ihl vM^ ^d mjo^ua^ in the words qf.^he 
^, '^^''As^ Tbt'tnef and liijr houf&, ^^e will icrvc the LtoKBi'^ 
'^ fVofei'^Whiife words, I' (hall breg leave to infift on thefe 
Ihrcb things^ ' ' ' - 

. J, jft'r/?. That it i^ the duty of every governor of a fiiimily 
.. ^, tcj t^)ce care, that not only he himfelf, but alfo that 
, ^,, thofe comfnitted to his charge, ^ferve the LoRO." 

'''|lr'for<w^//f, I ftiall endeavour to (hew after what manner 
' ^'' i^'^ovefho^ apd his'houfliold ought ta ferve the Lord. 
" ^ '/ftid, ' 
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' fit, T»F4v '^Sll^bfftrTbViic motWJi Itt'ordet'te excite 

•' '^tfi^\fc^fe W ifie^iniifer ftyt ffi9ff btf rtcdftiinendddr-' 

.^-)i^ «>lfi^ ^bat tlvofqrfpPwiMf^^tP hi|i^iWfif>^ft<>*'W%HP^lb5 

' Aiitl tWs Vill^^ppe^'K ff vc't 'c6ti(n!t?r''ftat ev^ery^ gttv^f ft* 
of a family ought to fd6k'up6Whfty/ftlf'W''H*Hg^c! tfe'aff^W 
tffrtf fa'tfaHtltn^:' isi^ frf2/pfiet; «^ ffffiPufti as a- prftrf/ to 

ftft^tSttfiy ItTs t^ui^'iiiaifea'; tlie titter '«)?V»ie#, tWrr ^fngiy 
oa&e^.^' fh^ a^fe ndt ft) Y?i?<iVtrftlf dHlcira^P lii, (fiay % «iH 
t%4fe"^<ifrtJtaflf tBtf%lit1toifs^^^) bOI^'4^ m tHe^twb foAiJWl 

"~ "" " ^ .7^1, tHty^car^^for 

„. , b^n*^^ feoWrnoVs i»i^ 

bi ibaui'it,"t1bey m^y Waflur^; thai* 1S()D ViH r64ufft'i 
due'cfffcharge Sf tHefVote as their hk^ndsV rof^Mf/%'*W 
ipMh"^ ii^ucs;-'^^ Vth liiit do'es not pVdMd'e for' hW mA 
hou?^''' in temporal* 'Vfiirf^^^^^^^ « has' aeni%^ T^fe faith,' iiW'fi 
WdVfd t¥ia1i an' inMf/^ to wVat ^rdiVe^^^ of ajJdffiR^ 

niuft "h'e have arriveSf,^ w¥io' takes no tnoilght to prdvidc'*i(8q 
tKeipiV^it^at'Weffare'qf'his' family f " " " *' ^{f 

' But f*arthef, peffons are gerierally very ^liberal of their ^ 
yeftives againft the cl9rgjr', and thihW tftey juftfy biairl^'Wje 
condii^ 6? that mmrfter**wh6 doe's not tjfte'heed to and W^ch 
pVer'^'eflotl:^ bYtelfllie'^^bly GhbftRas rt him^dW^: 
feer,: but rtiay not every governor of 'a IJ^AHj^, be in a* toW«f| 
degf^e 'liable to th'^ fame ^enfure, whb'tates no thought •(% 
thd(*e'fo*uls 'that are 'commftted to; b'ls 'cliarge? For''fcv^ 
Jioufela as it were a'Wtte parifh, eveVy governor (as was W* 
fore obferved) a prieift^ every family a *'lloCk : and if aiijr o! 
them peridi through the"go'vernor'§negIe4>' their blood^ v^ill 
God require at their hiindsw 

Was a miniftcf to difregard teacbing^ his people publicly, 
and from houfe to houfeV^and to excuf^ himfelf by faying, 
that he had enough to do to work out his own falvation with 
fear and tremblmgi without concerning himfelf with that of 
pthersj \you)d you not be apt to think fuch a mihifter, tq 

' • ■ * be 
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fe like the wnjufl judgcj " One that neither feand ©Oft, 
fiep ^regarded mi^V* And yet» odious as fuch a cbara£t^ 
wQold ^9 it is DO worie than that governor of a familf de« 
ferves,- who thsoks •himfelf- obliged only to fave his own foul^ 
without paying any regard to the foufe dP Ki^ hovlboM* -^ar 
(as was above hinted ).'every houfe" is as it^W^ire a parifli, and 
mrf mafter i^^cc^icern^d to fecure, a^'feuch' as in him lies, 
the fpiritual profperity of every one under his roof, ia§'«riy mi- 
niSer whatever is obligod to lool; tQ the fpirijUiai welfaiti of 
evtPf individual peribn. u<ider hi^ charge. , . • 

Wba^ precedents im;D who negleA their duty.in tbi^ pa^T 
cular, can pleadior Xuch omtffion^ I cannot tell.; ppubtleis 
fDt tbe example ftf holy Joi^ who was fo far from imagining 
tb^ 4)e had nq concern, as governor of a family* with^y 
cne's foul but. 1^1 is own, that. the fcripture acquaints us, 
«h^^l\en the d^ys of hi^ childrens feafting were gone about, 
that Job fent and f^ndlfied them, and offered burnt-oiFeriogs, 
according to the number of them all ; for Job fatd, It may be 
d)atlny fons hav^ tinned and curfe4 God in their hearts: 
iJm dii Jolf^cof^^^^^^^h'*' ^^'' ^^ ^^fy plead the pra<^ice 
of {good old Jojbuaf whom, in the text^ we find as much 
ffqt^&lied for his houfhold's welfare, as hif own. No^ laftly, 
H^t of Cornelius^ who feared God, not only himfelf, but with 
all his houfe : ^^d were chriftians but of the iame fpirit of 
y^y J^fiv^^ ^"^ ^^^ G^n/i'i^ centurion, they would ad as Joi^ 
J^fima^ and Corwituf did. 

But alas ! if this be the cafe, and all governors of famili^i 
ought npt only to ferve the Lord themfclves, but likewife to 
iee that their refpe£tlve houKholds do fo too ; what will then 
become pf thofe who not only negleft ferving God thcmfelves, 
Kut.alfo malcie it tbeir bufinefs to ridicule and fcofF at any of 
their. houfe that do ? Who are not content with " not en- 
tering into the kingdom of heaven themfelves ; but thofe alfo. 
that are willing to enter in, they hinder." Surely fuch men are 
faftors for the devil indeed. Surely their damnation flumber- 
eth not: for although Qod, in his good providence,., may 
fuffer fuch ftumbling-blocks to be put in his childrens way, 
^d fufFer their greateft enemies to be thofe of their own 
houflaolds, for a trial of their fincerity, and improvement of 
iheir faith y yet we cannot but pronounce a woe againft thofe 
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. ,inafter% by whom fucb offences coipck '^roir if thoTe thtt.Onljr 

-,tfke care vf- their own fouls^ can.fcflrce]y;be £ived, whae 

.will Aict:^*iiionftroM8 p^fsm<».'ftnd'wktaHl> govfsmorsjippcari? 

^ -j^Mt bfciping ttere are Vutiew of ikts vobappy ftamp^ pro« 

ire^ vfC JOOW to. the):, i^,. : ;.-• - •.:":v\'k:v.'n:} • . . -u . 

.■J. •a4--? ' ,. , . .-- '•■' -*■ V .'■ 4^ ■^/i'-'* .'A''(-4^i.* «1 -■■' ' ' •••Ji> . 
Second thing propofed j To (hw after,wh:rt.;j[^npier a^ 

vcrnor and his hojif^old ^u^hi, to Tervc .ttj^ ^^^p^^ ,^^,;V .^. 

. ,:r «^. Aad ;<l\^£fft<thi«gr!l AmU oentipavivSs, reading ^thk v^i 

$fGor>;,, l^)^)^-\% a,^<^y»)inc^mbeiiftion;eviery^f£ivate:jpec^^ 

^^ti^arch tt^lcrip^rmA^or iodhtmi^thtnk ]rc>iiavcieternal 

,.:]ifi?/ris a precept gtJ!fiBOi.biyoutbleirediXiOi.|)^indiffeveaitl)rfito 

all Mhul much ynoFf(frcyiotighjh«i(ffy:^oliMurtioi(iOf a familyrto 

think it in a peculiar'a|a0nei:^ke^:rroi>hiairQlf^ beoaiifei^afl 

^tb.l;^e;i already<p.rQ^d))th^^iigb&>lOi}oQl&?up€iQ Hutifelf as a 

.prcfkhet, and t)[itr^iQ^n:,fyig^.p^%^\AyKt^fy^ 

to.inKru(St thofe under his charge in the knowledge *^o£>€|i( 

.'/I^C^lKihof QoD. *■».--•-.'■. rr -. "!:jun'''t . 'if^ f. '-■■' -.Ki 1 

.; ,' !^bis we find was the ^rfhf.'QoD:^9Mt'}|o:;hts;'peQQSaf fMD- 

^^^^rffi',?.^^ - tor thus (peaks.hi,9jr/e|>rp(;^t«^iy^jA^/S^ ^Intfaqri 

'i(-.c^i^and tliei? this.f^ fiiaM-^HI-itf^yijbeaTt^-aiiAKtllbif! 
^4H^^tej[^ .tl}effj diligQn.qy,,wtp ^y:(?t»iWnWfrft*iat^Jt4«s<it^M 

;geiicr^jy explained, fccA^^ptyVai? ^ellr a^ci>jiyir«n* M.on^flMili 
talk of them whenjC^xoM Att^^ij^;l;^y,^i^(f,"or, Fronn wbmc< 
wq 5i]?iy infer, that tt^c^pn|y ./^afri^, ^^f^ ff^ many^negka t^ 

'i;e^tt^e words of ferij|urA,di^^tlynt%^b^ children icjvtie. 

^au^^eihf word,^ of ^);jptMV?y^c ^^.j^n^hearts^} Jorafrthiej 
;^?re, QUt of th44>!4^^,^?Fi.P£^^^^^^^f* *b^i^« 

, B<jfid^s^ fervante aa,%el),,|p.cbjWfpi^,:a(r^;6wibe>geiKral^ 
,ycrX, Ignorant,, anid ^t^lj^f^. PpViice^ jp thjeJ^jy^^^ G^i^t: ^tM 
tow .fcjaU they k^ow,^ie^(8 ^nop oii^rtefi^b^hen}.? , AwJiwba 
mo}-e RToper tp t^^^^^ iBirwslWjOfrij^D 

<*"which are able to make them wife unto falvation ?" = Avk 

v^^?^ W^ P^^f:}?M^M^'^k^^ bjil^afe lively Qcadefljithai 
^ oa^nts >nd f^aft^^^ l>^th b^e*^ more tbaftioi>c£ oh 

'jl^rv^f) are as!(nucji c^^qcernf^ tp^/e^A.^oi with fjiritua^ a 

'^?f^M?i!)?V^^^ ^- ■ ' - '• ^^'' '• ;■ ^ 



orii^ ii|tsftfit^i:iltt;f i^Wottketieky^ ^teif^AiSy^ft^Hfei' fbrch 

the icriptures thcmfcives, nor are carefu1^i«o*^x]fj}ifm- thittf^o 

others ? . Such families muft he in a happy way. indeed 4o do. 

■-ttdrJaafftV^/iJi^lllj'^Wjio i^k^^^ fuch procfcgioijis nains' to tnow 

It ! Woulu^rrof ode imagine that they haa turned converts to 

tihe €fo^relb of ,RGmt]^^tim Vkef tteMgbt^lgh^#bn^9^ Ue the 

;9kid^&t^ devwotPiriffmrtt^af J^orer %er^ 16 btf ^ondAfih^"^ 

'Oicfleriosrfifrhcr ilcadtt^^irriBible^ f^^Andi^Vbo^VdW^fad^Wtes 

y%fditb€itiaLmoMg&Mj^iiivih(^^dt) T.ink)t> )^ tftet^'thrs tinfe^tiJiy 

^iiiiinner i^ fiut ftMoh pr»fe> thleniciiv thte^e> "^I priife {H^ ndt : 

^tBrotbroDy this^1ibirtg«ougbtft«ft>'tbfee;f* ' " ' ^^ ^'"f*^ 

' ^£ auJEhrfs we on>JnoW^o' the' fecrind rtfeitts i*Tiereb^cv*ef^^^ 

bwwior and hfe^biofh^M oiigfit^to fti;Vd'thtf Lctrd^, |jft^- 

This IS a duty, though as much negle£led, yit'Ss abftfutMy 
»ctffiry -as tHefoi'ttleY-."^i""Rtadirlg KMa good' jirepiraKve for 
iprifd^ as i^^ytr'kHiH ^»c«H'et1t-i%^s' to fertder^reMiVi^^ 
r<*ftual. iAn* tte^W^tfS¥hy^ery''gWern6f of a ftirfilly 
tifttiM'^joitt bbtfrthefbeWirfciRi^ toj^her,' is ^^fen; bbti'utfj^i a 
?igov»rnor -ol^^'faittliy* Wriiibt jJerform- Hfe 'ptie^ 
M^uli bafofe obfeM^fei'-hc^iy-Trt fomfe jdVgr'ieffliirdled WU^ 
3»t'pfc/fbrtrjing^H^*uYy^ioFfimtly^ ^' * 

jH:M&»nfift*tPtfl^i^Ye tfemailcAl,' when 'mbti&Wis niade'of 

v«nt;ttr^h5W;*Jd^tt% *iWg therf^ irf allpfHtabllify, 

bito>lhtirfathe^^^i»/^WIfbiWpfl^lFif tft^^ily; Wi^s to 6ffer 

(acriSce in their names. And fo ought every fpiritual fen^ of 

/*^feco»di«fe*7,^^hd^ ftMtHififftea Wi^ th'^-^cif'e bf'an Tiouf^ 

biteld^vto offer uf^^tftb'f^lrrttr^fftcrifivi^s ^f fupplicartons'apd - 

^itbttiiWgivihgl^**' atototlaMfr i& Gob through'* JfigtJs''CHRisT, 

AniAi^ preft«6e^ti» fnanie 6f all' whb^^ii/^ait^u^bri, or ^'at^roeaj at 

:^:|w;table.c.- -'i- ■•i^^' - • ''--^ "^' "'."'*"'';..! 

r/sTrhtis «*e read'Ou^WeflTca LoRb beha^d, V^Ken ife tabcrnacfed 

'JftiWngft uy. m it ii rm ofiett; "ihn.iie prayed w'tVtis 

't#«lve^4ifc1pksi*^wHich Wa^ tftJn^hi^ littfe'family^ And^lie 

hitnfelf has promifed a particaftt bffefehgftb jant Kippi icailons : 

•* ^hcrcfojjvgr two or three are gathered together in my 

^* name. 
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jfame, there am' I in the midft of them." And-'agftin,* ^ If 
two or three are agreed touching any chinfg they (hail afk, it 
fllftll be given them," Add t9 this, that .we are commanded 
by the Apoftle to ^^ pray always, with all manner of fupplir 
cation," which doubtlefsti includes fj^mily prayer* And.hoiyi 
Jtfimay when he fet up the good refolutiondttl^be text, thai.he 
and bid houfliQld wotiM ferve the Lord, 'cc^rtainly reiblved to 
pray with: his /famil]B» wMch is onc.of; tbe/jbeft teftimoniea 
•ijky could) give. of their jfenring him* -r - 
rJ3efide»,:jthqre.are no famlliefh but> tt4iat>i|^ve. feme coii(^ 
HHm bkffings^ ..of which .they have ^hcAn.. A\ parml^em^; to 
g^vfi thinks for \ fome.conimon croiSbs ind afliSions, which 
t|)ey) arci to pray agai^ftr; fome common iiAs which they ate 
all to lament and bewail c but how this can be: done, without 
jtiniog^gether in one common a£k of hiimiliattonviuppLbca* 
tkm, and thankfgiving, is difficult to iitNiik< ■ * - 

From all which confiderations put .tt>gether, it is^videnty 
that famiiy prayer is a great and neceAary duty ; and confe- 
quently, thofc governors that negled it, are cenainly.Mritfaout 
esecufo. And it is much to be feared, if they -live without iiav 
nily prayer, they lire without God in the world. - • 

And yet, fuch an hateful cbaraSer aa this is, it is <to> bo 
leared^ that was God to fend out an angel to deftroy us^ as 
he did oAce to deftroy the Egyptian firft^born, and. withal give 
him a commif&on, as then, to fpare no houfes but where thcy^ 
fsLW the blood of the lintel, fprinkled on the door-poft, fo 
now, to let no families efcape, hut tfaofe that called upon hint 
in morning and evening prayer ; few would remain unhurt by- 
bis avenging fword. Shall I term fuch families chriftians orhea* 
tfaens ? Doub:lers they deferve not the name of chriftiana; and 
heathens will rife up in judgment againft fuch profane families 
of this generation : for they had always their hou&old gods^i 
^hom they worfhipped^an^ whofe aififtancethey frequently in* 
VEoked. And a pretty pafs thofe families furelyare arrived at, who 
fnuft be fent to fchool to pagans. But will not the Lord be 
avenged on fuch prof;lne houQiolds as thefe ? Will he not 
peur out his fury upon thofe that call not upon his name ? 
..g. But it is time for me to haften to the third and laft 
fncans I fhall recommend, whereby every governor ought 
yjch Us boufliold to ferye the L(0&D, catechizing and inftruef- 

ing 
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^ their tbildren and fcrrftnts, and bringing them lip in the 
mtvifc and addQ^nkion of tbe EIord. 

*rhat thU, as ^»feM ai the two former, is a duty incumbent 
ontvery governor df^fifi heufe, appears from that famous en- 
iJomiatfl/fer cMffilttiidkfion Go© gives oi 4b*^ham : «« I know- 
AuiSfe yf'A\ cttMK2^tii his children and bis houibold after hint^ 
tt> li?ec^ tbe AA^iy^f* the* LoEP^' 'to do Jiiftite ^;fpd . judgmcfit.'* 
And'lti<Med tic^rpo^ny thing is mott frequently prefled upibq 
us in holy writ, than thisi^dut^i^f cJatccKiflng. TtliuBy faysi 
Sblj^ taa paffige-bifferd cited, '••i Thou Ibttlt teach thefe 
iWorcIsi difigeiiily liW^thy 4ihildi«n.'«^ And parents are ctJm- 
rfflrttted in the Ne^V Teftamentv to ♦*- breed up thc!rn[^i1drett| 
iMsthe^'nurture and^^dmonicion of th^ Lo|Id." The< ht>lyt 
Sfirtmi^ acquaints u», t^c one great end why ^GoD^did tfucte 
graafcr'wonders 'for Ms/people, was, ;^^' to the intent thaciWHeif 
they grew up, thty^ouW (bew- their children, or fe#vanWi 
theAttie." And iivJ9j«/iJV.i. at the aloth and following- veffes,. 
6pc»Dfin&ly ^ooimanids his people to in{lru6t: their ofaildrerf 
aii«be 'true naturj^^of 'the cereoionial worfhip, wheni thej* 
&>iM;CiAqtiire abou!t h;, as befuppofed they would.do, initima 
to come. And if fervaats artd children were to be inftrufted 
ail tike Jiature oi'JewiJh't\tt%^^ much* more ought they, ijow^ 
to be irritiited ^d grounded ill the do£b^hes and firfttpriN^ 
oiplfsf df thfe gofpel of Christ: not only, becausfe. it is a 
fpyelation, which has brought life and immortality to' a fuller 
^d Wearer light, but alfo^ becaufe many feducers' are gone 
abroad into the world;' wha do tbeirutmoft endeavour to de- 
ftr6y ndt only tdiei fuperfiru(Slure, but likewife to fap the very 
Joundaiipn bf oiir mbft holy religiori. ' 

k iW^auld then the prefent generation have their pofterity be 
Iniei jnovers and honourers of God ;f mailers and parents muft 
\2k^y^(dafmtt^ good advioe^ and train .up and catechife their 
re^e^bive boirihoids^in the way wherein. they fbould go. < f 
..I jun^ a«^are but of onte obje£iioa, that can, with any fhew. 
of reafon^ be urged agaitift what has been advanced ; which- 
i^ that fuch a procedure as this ivill take up too much time^ 
and hinder families too long from their worldly bufinefeu- 
But it is imuch to be qneftioned, whether perform that flart 
fuch fkn pbjc^ion, are uot of .the fame hypocritical fpirit a^ 
the traitor Judasy who had indigftatioa- ag^ioft dfevout J/^kj^^; 

for 
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for being fo ^ro(ufe of her ointment, in anointing our blefled 
Lord, and aflced why it might not be fold for two hundred 
pence, and given to^the poor. For has .GqD given us {o 
imicb time to work for ourfelves, and (ball we not allow fome 
jfoaU pittance of' it, tmornipg and evening, to be devoted to 
ha9 more immediate wprfhip and fervice ? (lave not people 
jiaad, that ^t i^ G.qd who gives men power to get wealth, anfl 
therefore that the beft way to profper in the world, is to fe- 
cbr«;bJi^ f^i^our ? And has not our blefied Lord himfelf pro* 
sBiltd|t)ib^t if we feek firft the kipgdo^ of God and his 
fiigl^oufners, all outward necelTaries ihall be added unto us ? 
4ii 4tiMkfWi9 <^o doubt„r»ras a man of as great bufmefe as fucb 
dbfAftoro &)ay be ; but yet he would find time to command 
haiiiiotiibold to ferve the Lord. Nay, DaviJ wa^ a king^ 
flhitiQdnfequently had a great deal of bulinef8,^upoi;)| ifj^ hands; 
y8t(notmthftanding,phe profefles that he WQul^ ,wa})c in his 
boufe with a perfeft hea?t^ And, to iiiftanj9e but op«:aJQre, 
Ifaly yafiwa.^wzs a perfon certainly engaged very ,i^pf:)| in 
tcrpporidL;Affairs } and yet he folemnly declar^s^b^jfc^re ^]jl.,^^, 
.thai'afi^ for him and his houfhoid, they would ferve |tbq,t(piifV 
tjrtidodfd perfons but redeem their tiijie, as ifin?%«i, I^/f^^f^ 
•ridf^if<flt]<iidr they wot^ld no long€ur.je9pi,pl^in;, ,tha^,,f3^^ 
^A^ies.keptihcoi tpQ long fromthe bHfi.neOjflf t|>p;fl«|rpf^<j^ ^. 
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in. But my Third aJimff general 1iea<f,'' under wT^i^^^ 
"^s to offer fome motives, in oper to exate all governors, 
5j^|{^ their refpeftive houftojd^Sj^ Tervc t¥ye £o:r tftfe '^iB- 
^nerb^fore recommended^ I hope, vv^lTerve^nfea(f^of^a tl?o^^ 
land arguments, to prove the weaknefs and fbliy of aiifV tuch 

iPftlf*?«- . M.>. )i ^uJ,h\ ^1n^lrq ,;.>.;h.u -/..%; il 

j> -SIS 'And the firft todtixe it ftall ijmnMOT.is,t^,4¥^)h9f(flrj«^'- 

ifi^,r which you cbatr;^f6igay^raior^tpf,«f^iH?$ lO^we ^,,^lf^« 

jyiluPtot^* every one mofl confflfs^/.is c^ikyja a fi^r gf9m?^ : 

j>^r»9)diifce hath gii^n ypuia goodly heritage^, abov^^.ti^anyspf 

^^iir^l<)^-creaibarQsi|i)dn4thereforQ^ out.Qf d; prJ9Qip)i3tjpf 

^<'^Ar(U>ide;> yon ovgbnito^idedvourya^rmilch as in.yoM..)jes)^to 

^^k^evctyljJerfctotiof oyjotiorfelflpeiti^^ t^p^^^l) ,|up9n 

^ii^nP^'loDg asithey^iiwebijnoti jtoiONSotiony.ai^iat (th^^ulhof.^ty, 

''-^^ktf^wHitlt Qo^ihasiiofvefleid/youdas par<tit& e^d |pY$riK>f|B.pf 

families, ''ilcdUsdemLpGaulnttolj'lto^:]ftivr.tmfi^,4^d wbifij^ ^x^u 

'-^ i ai« 
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are bound to improve to your Mailer's honour. In other 

things w6 find governors and 'parents drn exercifc lordflft^ 

over their children: and fervants readily, and frequently 

enpugh can fay to one, Go, andhegoeth; and* to anothwi 

^6me, and he conieth ; to a third^'Do this, and he doeth itl 

Xfirf (hall thiJs j^iwer be fo often employed in yoiiir owi* ttf* 

Jairs,' arid" never Exerted in the things wG&i^? fi«f«fi6taiihftd^ 

6 heavens, it thi$ ! . '• •' • -^^ ^^^'^ ^lo^avw; . 

;'?1rHiis''d'iy''ii\)t faithful Abraham ; 'n*^ GoD ftfj^ ilfbtiht 

%cw'jfifrahVm \j9o0'6oMtmM his fen^^rtfts'^clJ thfldtediiftnr 

hlfi- ' Thui did'fiot ^^^^ ^ ho, he^**r^s'r^(b^ed lirii'oMjf;^ 

walk with'')GD]!) 1^^^ but td-fthphive hrs i^tfKJ^y in 

nlaCiii^ilt aSciUt (ifni dbfcftoo : ^^^' As for'irie^rtd ftiyiJiDp/fc 

'BMdj'^vp^^rfl ftrt'C'thelLoRb."- Let ui go arid doi]kevHta} 

' '^it'^teiir S^^^M^;'If gratitude to Goi^ will -ttoitf r^incdiliiltt 

%vii' aliS pity tdf^yoir 'children^ fhould* move yoiij-^irithnyoi^ 

^?ip£ftVd famifte^i ttPferVe the Loi^th • ■ ''^/w :.•)„.),; 

llibfl: pcbple e^pt^s z great fondnefs for their «hiWiMl:v^ 
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#^eit, thaf^^^' bften their ownJ lives arc wrappwl ^qp^ 
'Mfe bf %eii^ <ifl&[ir?rtg. • •" Can 'i^ woman forget iheii&icbing 
bhitdri thatfliefhould hot have ^eompaffion on thefdhi ofcrhtr 
^V6iWb?***'fafys<r6D" by his Pi^opfrit^^wA. He fpeafes\6frk 
as a t^t^itftrbus'Hithg,' and fcarce credible ; but thd ^4ir^ii6- 
s mediately. following, affirm it to be poffible, *' Yea, they may 
forget :" and experience alfo affures us they may. Fith^rand 
inother^iiiiay both forfake their children,: for what greater tfe- 
jjf^^ of forgetfulnefs can they exprefs towards them, VWirtto 
^njTjgieft tl^e impfqvcment of their better part, and rtiirbri'r^ 
them up in the knowledge and Fear of God ? >'; ^^^'» 

It is true indeed, parents feldom forget to provide fbV tbirir 

^hUdi^tns feodlel, (thtkigh, ir isUb be feared, fome m^ are .fo 

^^fuHk'be^eaththe^beafts't+^arperifli, as to negleft evcn.tbat) 

but* thenhow ofteii do ihey forget,' or rather, when ^lo thfcy 

-reitifember, to fecure thefalva^tionof their immocd^.Tpuis,? 

^^iitis this thefr Way of expreffing' their fondnefs for the fruit 

of thelf bodies ? Is this the vbeft^teftimony they cat);giy;fi«f 

"WicirafFedHon toth^edariiWgfeif their hearts ^ » Thea-waBs/?^ 

SM fbnd df Sumfifn^ 'when^ihei delivered him upv into the 

' hattids^of the P/^/7//?/w^': ibeovODeift^chofe ruffiaiid jdrell 4iflNe><^ 

to DtiHleU whcii 'they tbpew/hiaiTbita?adcii:6f) lions.,, kkamk^ 

• I 3. But 
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•%■ j^ But Thirdly^ If iWitKcr grttitude; to God, nor love an^ 
pity to your childt^n, will prevail on you 5 yet let a principle 
of common homjly and ju/Hce tnove you to fct dp the iibly refo- 
. lution in the text. , ; ' 

This is a prtncipte whieh aU men would be thought tbSS: 
upbn. But certainly^ if any'may be truly tenfurdd for their 
^injuftite, nolift ca*^ be^more liable to fuch cenfure, thin thoft 
who thtnk th^invfelves injured if their fervants withdraw them- 
felvesfttjiit their bodily work, and yet they ihVefui'ri take ho'bare 
of tlwSf tneftimable fouls. For is it jaft 'tfi at' fervants fhould 
jpend their time and ftrength in ftdr^^Wafite^'s Tcrvice, Vitd 
knafters not at the fame time give them what h jalbahd eqiiB 
for their fervice ? "^ ' ' / ' ^^'^ 

. It is true, fome men may think' they haVe done enodl^i^ 
when they give unto their ferVants food and 'Taiitient, and ft j^^ 
.*' Did not 1 bargain with thee for for rbdich a year ? " But If 
they give them no other fl^ard thah rtfl%; What do they lefal 
for their very beafts ? But are not fervants better than they ? 
JDoubtlefs they are : and however matters riiay^ jibt 6ff WKr 
conviftbnsjfor the prefent,' they will find a time^f'?cWHi^^ 
wlyen they (ball > know they ought to have given therh^^fem^ 
ipirittxalas well as temptird wages 5 arid the cry'6f fbotfy^eWat 
have mowed .down' their fields^ will etiitt into the ears of^Hlti 
!lbe Lor© pf^Sfifcaoxh. ., *..^ i». 

7ij<4;)sB«t'ift«»/*/|^^ If neither gratitude to God, pfty to chffi 
<«m» nor aprinciple of common juftice to fervants, are fiiffi* 
cieat tOibalance all objefUons ; yet I«t that darling, that pre« 
i^ilinjg jOfiDtive of yj^ww/frjtf ocurn the fcale, and engageyoti 
with your refpc6liveiioufiioMs taferve the LoRD. ' ■' ^l 

dinTbis^^treighs greatly with yoa in other matters: te* theft 
fflcfdirfed to let it have ti cfue and full • influence on yoii^ii 
thi9i: lanfl if it has, if you hav« but fakh as a grain of'hii^ 
ts^rdk^focd^ how can you avoid believing, that prortioflhfe R?i 
nliiy-yrcligion, will bff the befr tneana tb promote yoiii'^ dtrA 
temporal^ as wdl asi^eoernaLwclfapp? For •* Godlineftlrtis 
tibfi^piioBiife of the life tbQMK>W^ is, as well ais that which is fticj 
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Befides, you all, doubtlefg^^ wifti for honeft fervathts, • atfif 
pyim chiUfien : and io havethcm prove^therwife, wouIdFbt^as 
gfe^t agrief lo:y<»ii^ as^irwiasto^'fyvft^? to have a tre^herous 

:!i :,.!•;.;,.: ■ '■ Gehazif 



f 63 3 • 

Gda^y or David to b^ troubled with a rebellious Jbfahm^ 
Bat how can it be expeAed they ihould learn their duty, ex- 
cept thofe fet oyer jthem, take care to tegch ^ to them \ Is it 
not as reafonable to expe£): you (hould reap where you hatt 
liot fown» or gather where you had not.ftrawed ? j 

Did chriftianity, indeed, give any countenance to children 
and fervants to difregard. their parents and mafters accordinjg; 
to the fl^fl), pr reprefent their duty to them, as inconfifteiit 
with their entire obedience to their father and ili^A^r.who is 
in heaven, therf might then be fome pretence to «eg^ in- 
ftruding them in the principles of fuch a religion. fiut.fixiQs 
the precepts of this pure and undefiled religion,. areiaM 6f 
them holy, juft, and good; and the more they ;Jire' tauglit 
their duty to God, the better they will perform their duties 
tdyou ; pic^thinks, to ncgleS the improvement of their fodh, 
out of a dread of fpending too much time in religions id iiHe^, 
jsaiftioiig quite qontrafy to your own intereft as wcHaH^artyi 

,,^Sr]^ifthJy and Lajilyy If neither gratitude to' God, Id ve to 
joyf j[?hil4r^n, -common juftice to your fervants, nor; cv^^n 
dvitmoft prevailing motive felf-interefti will excite *+ yet: let 
a cgpft4f cation qf the terrors of the Lord perfuade.yda to^ut 
lAp^Atccthf pious ];elblution in t-be text. Ilemember»^^the 
tiipe wiIL;Come„ ^nd %\^ perhaps, very fliortJyf; when we muft 
all appear before the judgment-feat of Christ; whert we 
n^Jift give a folemn aM-i(^ridraccoMnt how we have bad our 
C(^Kierfation, in jour^ ^i[^Q^i,ye families in this world. Hdw 
^1 you endure to foe ]$9ii|r o^^hildrent alid fervants (who ought 
tpbe youic joy andjigfOwn of rejcfc^ng in the day of ourLoR'D 
JesCs ChristJ .Qpming. out 'i^i •£> many fwift witn^ffirs 
agaififlt' <ypu ; ;quf fing the , f^tiwr that b^gor them, the Womb 
that bare theii^, the* papit -which rfxey Have fucked, ^nd the 
day-thi^y €M^ ent^redTlntO' your hoafe&? Think you ricyt, 
the dfiqjiQ^i^iQn which ip^ muft endure ft>r tjjeir oWn fins, 
wit^^.be^^Cufii^ient^ , thai: tiic^ oeed loadi themftlves with the ad- 
djt;^^i,gl^lt of being a^jeiTary tocthe^atanation of >others 
aJfof ^ ,Q/9Qi3ifideir this* aJl ye that:fiirgetitaifefve tiiBLoRrr 
with your refpeftive houfholds, •* left he pluck you away,. 

, ^^i[,p^p fQr|?j4>i:bretbrt^^i that any (ftch!svili&oufd> befal 
yW^ftQ>iRth^cl«^lvl\lft>p«,Rib^ ^aj^-beCrtTiio fome 

.^•v 5 ' ^ meafurc 
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ineafure convinced by white has been faid of the great impor- 
tance o( family'rilighn j and therefore are ready to cry out in the 
words immediately following the tcx;, " God foiUd thtt we 
ihoul^^f rfakc the trf)Ri> ;i' and igain, veW 2 1 , •^* Naj^but 
we will (with our fcveral houfliolds) ferve the Lord/' 

And that there may be always fuch a heart in you, let me 
exhcft s^lgoyerngrs of families, in ^e^name of our Lord* 
Jesus Christ, otteii to refleft oa the incftimablo worij* of 
tHfetr dwir {6ahi^nd theinfinite'rarifom,^ even the precious 
blood of Jesus Christ, which has been paid down for them. 
Remember, I befeech you to remember, that you are fallen 
cfcatuies; that you ^^c .6y hature loft and cftranged from 
God ; and that you car) iiever fee rcftored to your primitive 
happinefs, till by being born again of the Holy Gboft, you 
arrive at your primitive ftate of purity, have the iftiagc of Gob 
leflamped upon your fouls, and are thereby made meet to be 
partakers of the inheritance with the faints in light. Do, I 
?aj(^ but ferioufly and frequently rcfledl on, and aft as perfons ' 
that believe fuch important truths, and you will no more ti%* 
gleSyourifamny's fpiritii^l welfare than youjr own. N.Qr the 
lofc^t^OD, which will tlicn be (hed abroad in your i^art«, 
will conftrain you-^to do your utmoft to preferve them : and ■ 
the deep fenfe of God*s free grace in Christ Jesus, (wbydti 
jo^^iVviU tl«^ have) in calling you, Vrill excite you to dk 
yoiy:.j^i9Qft to fave others, efpecially thofe of your owniioup 
hold. And though, after all your pious endeavours, fome 
m^ continue unreformed ; yet you will have this comfortable 
refltAioimio make, ' that you did what you could to make yoUr 
faqgi^ies religious : and therefore may reft aflured of fitting 
^oii^ii in the kingdom of heaven, with Abraham^ Jojhua^ aifd 
Corniliui^ and all the godly houtholders, who in their feveral 
generations (hone forth as fo many lights in their refpedUvr 
booibolds upon earth. Jmen. 
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Chki»t the beft Huibaild: Or an earneft tn« 
vitatioii tb Young Women to come and fc* 

Christ,; . 

. ,j ._ • . 

Prcachcid; to ,» Society of Youttg Woftito, in 
t Fett&'Lane. 

P S AA II Xlv^ lO^ II. 

Barken^ O Daughttr^ and conjider^ and incline tlbint 
Ear: Fiffgft nlfo thine own People^ and thy Father^ i 
Houjt: So Jhall the King. greatly defire thy BeaiUjy %, 
fiir Ife is thy Lord^ and worjhip tpou hint. 

TdtS pralm is called the fong of loves^ the moft t>iiife ta# : 
fpiritual, the moft dear and delightfuMoves's titaidf^ 
thQfe. which are between Christ the beloved, and his church, - 
V'hlcii is his fpoufe} wherein is fet forth, firft, the LoUd Jb8][;# ' 
CH&i9dr in regard of his majefty, power^ and divinity, ^ft-* ' 
truj^ll , meeknefs and equity : And thett the fpoufe is fet fbrth^ 
in rfegard of her ornaments^ coQipanions, attendants^i^d pcffl^^- 
^^/l^andboth in regard of theti:;^ cooielinelii and beatrty; ' 
Afti^r thci description of Christ, an invitation to his elj^ii^' ' 
fals, Is gTven the children of rnen, called by the name tjf'^' 
daughter i and therefore, particularly applicable unto you, mf 
dear fiflers, as being the daughters of men, .yet not fo as ex- 
cluding the fons of men. 

i (ball now, therefore, confider the words, as fpoken to you 
ui particular, and containing this dodrinej 

That the Lord jEstJs Christ doth invite the daughters 
tof mch to be his fpoufe ; and is exceeding defirous df their 
kcautyi ^ho) forgetting their people and father's hOufe, d# 

VoLk V« £ hearkenj 
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hearken, confider and incline to his invitation, and join tfaem- 
felves to him in this relation. 

IftfeUihcw, • 

I. How Christ doth efpoufe himfelf unto the childreiiy ^ 
but, more efpecially, unto the daughters of men. ' 

•" ^bc Lord Jesus Christ, doth e(poufe himfelf unto tie 
X^ildren of men^ in. this world* but the public folemnia^atioii 
of ^e marriage, is referved until the laft day ; when hi? (pook 
Ihali be brought forth to him, in white robes, and alraiment 
of perfefik righteoufnefs^ more rich tind curious, my. dear 
fitter!, than any'of your needle-work ; and the marriage feaft 
will be kept in his Father's houfe, in heaven, where they (hall 
be received into the neareft and clofeft embraces .Q£.his.lostt» 
The marriage knot is tied here, in which are included four 
things : - * 

.fiV;^, Mutual Choice, . ^ . • - 

S^condfyy Mutual Affeftion. 
- Thirdly Mutual -Union. 
*. ^oiirthly^ Mutual Obligation. 

Firjty My dear fifters^ there is a mutual chota^ which is not 
only in Christ, as Mediator, but alfo by Christ as the 
Jct6rrial Son of God, ycaj God himfelf; notwithftanding all 
Aat the polite Arians and Socinians fay to the contrary. Tip 
X^ORD Jesus Christ, my dear fitters, doth chufe you merely 
by his free grace ; it is freely of his own mercy, that he brin^ 
you into the marriage covenant : You, who have fo gricvou^ 
ijffended him, yet, the Lord Jesus Christ hath chofen youj 
you did not, you would not have chofen him 3 but when once, 
my dear fitters, he hath chofen you, then, and not till th^, 
you make choice of him for your Lord and Hufl)and. 
■■ The Lord Jesus Christ when he firft comes to yot\^ 
finds you full of fin and pollution ; you are deformed, defil^ 
«nflav€d, pobr, miferable and wretched, very defpicable an^ 
loathfome, by reafon of fin ; and he maketh choice of you, 
fiot.becaufe of your holinefs, nor of your beauty, nor of you? 
being qualified for them; no, the Lord Jesus Christ put* 
thofc qualifications upon you, as may make you -meet for his 
Embrace ; and you are drawn to make choice of this LoRb 
Jesus Christ becaufe be firft chofe you. 
« • 3 ^ SecoHdfy3 
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^e'tondly^ In this efpoufal of your's, my dear fift^rs, there Is 

1 mutual affeSfion ; this doth accompany the choice. Your 

hearts are drawn out after Christ ; your fouls pant a^ ]png 

for him ; you cannot be at reft until you ar^ engaged to tbifi 

Jesus : You ate ready to cry out continually, none b^t 

.Christ, none but Christ : this is the language of yoiir 

icarts, if you are truly fenfible of your need of him. The 

more acquaintance you have of this Lord Jesui, the m$f)s 

(deafed you are with your choice, and the more your. aiFecr 

tioDS are drawn towards him. And where can you place .yoc(p 

ifiedions better than upon that JesUs who (hed his blood for 

JK)ur fakes ? Surely he deferves both your loves atid affed^iona: 

Go oil, gd on, my dear fiftersj that your affections may grow 

^Dger and ftronger* 

. Thirdly j There is not only mutual choice, and mutuafl ,afw 
fcftion, hwtWkzmk mutual Union: And here doth the mar- 
riage lie chiefly, in this union i Christ and fouls ^re. con- 
traded^ and the knot is tied fo faft, that neither men on earth, 
how great foever they be, nor devils in hdlj though they 
Ihould fcombine all their wrath and rage together, ftill they 
Cannot diflTolve, they cannot untie it ; no^ my dear fifters, it 
Js indiflTolvablei for the union is, by the fpirit, on Christ's 
Jtort, and by faith on your's : By the fpirit, Christ doth lay 
I ho)don you; and by faith, you do lay. hold on .ki9>a l^d 
I thiia the match is made ; ChriS'T becomes your'sj his perfpn^ 
I portion j and all hi^ benefits are ypur's; and you bocpnie 
Christ's, youJr .perfons^ your hearts, and all that you hay^ 
is refigned up unto him; and O that they may be fo morf 
', and more. 

hurthfyy There is ^mutual Obligation between Christ and 
hlsfpoufe. Chris,T obliges himfelf to love you here; he will 
hot, indeed he never will leave you^. he will protedl you fron^ 
the malice of the Pbari/ees of this generation, he will provide 
br you in all difficulties ; he will live with you here, arid at 
Mhe will take you to himfelf, to live with him for ever. 
^ you are engaged to him...to be loving, loyal, faithfulj 
obedient ; and you are to ftick clofe to him as long as yoi* 
\iv^; .and then you will find yourfelves to be married to ^ {he 
beft advantage, both for foul and body, for time ^;j£m 

ti £ 2 II. Christ 
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11. Christ doth invite all of you to be bis fpoufe. 

And it is on this account that he fends forth bis mlni|l(r9 
td preach. It is this, that mikes me thus come among yoi^ 
that you would accept of this .invitation, to which, in 4btt 
stame of the Lord j£sus Christ, I do call and intre^^yoti 
to take him, on his own terms. He^ Qalls all of yoQ, e|j 
-li^e^, whether elder br younger, whether married or uho}^- 
ried, of higher degree, or of the meaneft^quality, the pfK^ 
fervants, yea, the rabble of this world, as the worH cat^s j|^ 
"who are willing to be efpoufed unto the Lord J^us p^jj^s^a 
I Oiy, the poor are as welcome to be. Christ's fpoMfi^ a^,tl)o(e 
that ar^ rich. He i;^gardeth not the rich nptore^thap tiu^^|[: 
he chofe a mean virgin, .efpoufed to a^ carpentei;, .to\^^^,))|p 
snother^ and he chufeth and calleth all fui:h to be bjs fpoufe; 
then be not difcouraged at your bcimg defpifed in thfc^worlds 
for if you are but loved by Chr)sx, and efpoufed ta hiih, it 
jwill be an over-fuffigiency for all the uouble that ..you have 
met with here« 

IK* Tbofe who would be efpoufed unto CHRiiit; taiift 
hearken^ confider, and' incline to 'his invitatioifi^ tod foJ^ 
even their father's hoUfcJ. , • .v^. -f m„ 

; Such as would ,h^ efpoufed unto Christ ^ipuft hearty 
** H^iu-ken,, O daughter." Many amqngjft ycjw, ^y Tiftenjj 
tlop their ears agalnft the calls of the gofpel; they ib^ut fh^ 
cars like the . deaf addp", which will, not, hearken ,uqtg,, the 
voice of the chau^ner, though he charm never fo wtff^y, Xw 
will not hearken unto the invitations jof CnRisir^^ypu fap 
hearken «|nto tl^tivanities^oJfthe^r.Qrld, and b^ delighted^wjj||" 
the efpoufal&,Qf:the world, but .noyer.^ think, or are deiightfj 
Withthe,efpoiifaIs,ofQ]^R|ST. \V .„ ,. - ..i - . : . . , ^^, 
It was by the car, ,tl^it the temptation of' fin, was f;eceim 
by thc.firft m?n,i^whca he depafte^ /rom Qo^^^^nd by ^ 
car, the invitation to fce Christ*s fpoufe rnuft be recei^ipl, 
before the heart VKiU be ppcp,^ to receiye Jwus CHmn ia 
this conjugal relation. . 

, y you would, my ,dc»riifters, be efpoi^fed to^CHff^^ST^ joiiw 
1^% confider Christ's invitation. It is not; & fljght.pr bsyne 
]|tfl|ring of Christ's invitation, which will be of any fervioe 
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o you, or make up the match between Chri-sT and your 
buis; no, yo^ i9uft receive Christ in th$ heart ; .y5u inuft 
coi^der the things itfelFy the advantages of it, the diii^r^ce 
i^een Christ's invitations and the devilV teinpcatlons. or 
any of the world s proffers. 

T'hofc who would Be efpoufed to CrffeisT, muft W jnclJM(i^ 

(b accept of Christ's invitation. " Hearlcen, O'dauz^teri 

coouder and incline thine ear. This is to incline yoi^ 

ytts? 1?"ou mtift corffeht with .you wHls"; ilwre 'muff'l^*a 

cSIBbTi^ to thA'nioti'oh of Christ, -^nd you rtiufi Iiaye'del 

fif» after CHRisT,^and then' your fciearts wilf'iay,.^ Lor o',^ let 

wW thy fpotiilc, srnd bfe thou our bcW^fcd.* j i. v vr 

■ ¥od'n4uft likeWfe forget your fethcPs'h^ure. '« fteartcni 

: OdSi^iit#,''arid'-ionfider, and forget thy father's houfe.'^ 

j You*wc*hclt her^'tocaft off all affcftions unto natural rela- 

! tJonsT;' but you ihiift forget all relations. To as to be ready to 

forcgd^'an ihfdr favour, when it ftandeth in competition with 

that of the Cord Jesus Christ ; and do libt let your carnat 

frietidi and relations hinder you from clofing with, and efpouf- 

ing the Lord Jesus. I earneftly befeech you to fiiffer tfie ibfs 

of j^py thing, rathec than to lofe his favours ; you.muft indeed 

fefgPt ypwjr own people, that is, you mutt forget all yptir evil 

cuftoms which you have learned in your father's houfe, and 

forbke all your vain converfation, your reading of plays, 

noi^ls, 'or 'romances; and you muft keep from learnihg tb'fing 

dit idbgs of the drunkard ; for CHRist, if you are hiS fpoil^ 

Ibi^ redeemed you. ^^ 

^^^iih of y6u, my dear fitters, as are efpoufed to the LorId 

]^^us Christ are' very beautiful. I do not mean in refpefl 

^r bodies ; you may have lefs of external comelinefs than 

jeft of your bodies, but as to your fouls you will 



B, iii refpeft of your bodies, but as to your fouls you 
ih btoiity, not fo much in the eyes of man, as in the 

Eof GOD; fuch have the moft ' beautiful image of GpD 
ji^ upon th^m ; hone in the worlds befide them, have 
ffii l^aft fpark of fpiritua! beauty. Such at are not marriea 
to CHRts-f, arc.unrieg^neratcd, they are not born again, not 
VcAig^V'from tin un'to Cjod, which muft be done before you 
be efpoufed to Christ. 

' An'd'tlte Lord Jesus Christ defireth to fee this beauty 
tfffcsTpoufe, f<flr lie cries out, *^ O my dove, thou irt W iWk 
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clefts of the rock, in the fecret places of the ftairs* let Vfit If! 

thy countenance, let me hear thy voice, for fweet is thy voioi 

aiid thy countenance is comely." He calleth bis fpoufe h 

love, being the dear obje£t of his love ; anc) he admireth bj 

lovelinefs; he repeats it twice in one verfe, *^ Behold thou a 

fair, my love, behold thou art fair.** Thus you fee he d(| 

fcribes their beauty. And then, my fifters, we haye a wq|] 

dcrful cxpreffion of Christ to his fpoufe^ " Thou h^ft r^ 

vi(hed my heart, my fiiier, my fpoufe, thou haft rayiflied m 

heart with one of thine eyes, with one chain of thy necJb 

Thus you fee how pleafed the Lord J'^sus Christ ifr wit 

))is fpoufe; and will not you, therefore, be efppufed untojh 

Lorjd Jesus ? I offer Jesus Christ to all of you ; if y0 

have been never fo notorious for fin, if you have been.as gitea 

a harlot as JUary Magdalen was, when once you are efpoufe 

to Christ, you fhall be forgiven. Therefore be not dificov 

raged, at whatever flights and contempts the world may. pa 

upon you, but come and join yourfdves to the Lord Jesi 

Christ, and all your flns (hall be wafhed away ip b 

blood; and when once you are efpoufed to Jesus, you; ai 

disjoined from fin, you are born again. You are now, as 

were, efpoufed unto fm \ fm is your hufband, and you are t< 

fond of it, but when once you arc married to Christ, whi 

you are born again, then you may be faid to die unto 0r 

but till then, fin liveth in your afFeftions ; therefore, my 15 

ters, give fiii its death-wound in your hearts ; you have bci 

called by the word time after time, and it has had no e^ 

upon you; but when you arc efpoufed unto the Losld J&jf 

Christ, then you will be brought to him by his Spirit; V< 

will then lay hold on him by faith, his Spirit will draw.y< 

unto himfelf ; he will make you to be willing in the day of h 

power ; he will give you faith in him. Faith is the hand 

the foul which laycth hold on Christ ; therefore, do not re 

contented till you have this grace of faith wrought in you wi 

power 5 do not b©. contented till you have received the Lob 

Jbsus Christ. 

Embrace Christ in the arms of your deareft love; th< 
vou love the Lord Jesus Christ with fincerity, when y< 
love and efteem him befbre father^ moiher, or a)l the deligt 
and -pleafures of this life; but if ypu dg delight in any thii 

^ ■ • ' ■ * tt 



[ 71 ] 

(bat (his^orldcan (Itoduce, more than in the Lord Jesus? 
Christ, you have no true love to him. 

If ypu are efpoafed to Christ, you have acquaintance and 
eonverfe with him ; you will endeavour to promote his in- 
lereft, and advance his name in the world ; when others are 
going to the polite and faihionable diverfions of life, you will 
be labouring to bring honour to the Lord j£sus Christ i 
you will commend your beloved above all other beloveds, and 
ctideavour to bring others into love to him. Can you, my 
iear fillers, who are now aflembled to worfhip God, fhew 
(iph evidence of your efpoufals unto the Lord Jesus Christ? 
0! how joyful, how comfortable an cftate is this!. Surelyt 
this is a marriage worth feeking after; this is the only defirable 
marriage, and the Lord Jesus Christ is the only lover that 
is worth feeking after. 

: Now, my dear lifters, I (hall fpeak a few words to thofe of 
j(m who have not yet efpoufed yourfelves to the Lord Jesus, 
It b a great fin, and furely you highly affront the Lord that 
bought you. It is 4ikewife your folly to refufe and negleft the 
gracious proffers of being the fpoufe of Christ; hereby you 
forfeit all that love which he would beftow upon you ; hereby 
you chufe rags before robes, drofs before gold, pebbles before 
^jewels, guilt before a pardon, wounds before healing, defile- 
tient before cleanfing, deformity before comelinefs, trouble 
before peace, flavery before liberty, the fervice of the devil 
before the fervice of Christ. Hereby you chufe difhonour 
before a crown, death before life, hell before heaven, eternal 
mifcry and torment before everlafting joy and glory. And 
need there a farther evidence of your folly and madnefs, in 
itfufing 2Uid negleding Christ to be your fpoufe. 

My dear fifters, I fhould exceed the limits of your time, 
ihould I particularize all the advantages which you would ob- 
tain by being efpoufed to the Lord Jesus. This is your 
wifdom ; they are foolifli virgins who refufe; but you are the 
wife virgins who have accepted of the Lord Jjesus Christ,' 
and have difpofed of yourfelves to him ; you have made the 
wifeft choice ; and however the blind world may deem you 
fools, and defpife you as being methodically mad, yet you are 
^ife in the efteem of God, and will, one da^, appear fo in 
the efteem of thcip that now defpife you. It is your glory 

£ 4. that 
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'yilntjeu artvefpoufed unto the Lord Jisut } smd therefore - 

::i glory in yoon ei)K>iif:il; glory not in yourfelves^ but in the ' 
Lord who hath thus freely and gricioufly beftowed thefe -- 

.JgOvdur^ u^oir yOu/ It is your fafety to be efpoufed unto the 
bLoR'D* Jfisys Christ, he will proteA and defend you even 

^oftoiafinand fatan, and eternal ruin | and therefore thus far 

•jf^oUtare fafe; he'hath a regard, for you in times of danger from \ 
men, and thefe times of danger feem to be haftening ; it ia j 

«n now attfing as a black cloud no bigger than a man's hand^ | 

fif^wihf andiby/it wlU overfpread the heavens, and when it is 
fiiil it wiU 4>urfti but if you are efpoufed^tp Christ, yon 

^ Hrefafe.v , - . , 

N^Mw; aiy;dcar fifters, I fliall conclude with an earneft ex^- 
hortation to high and low, rich and poor, one with another, 

:- ^.fto be.<fpoufed unto CftRiST. 

z ^ * JLet me^fpeak unto you,- young women, who are notvyet 

<r.<^ efpoufed unto Christ; in an efpeeial mailner. It may be to. 

■ jpitisfy your curiofity, has brought manyof yourhere;. Aough, 

perhaps, this may be the time when you ihaH be brought home 

■^fo embrace the Lord Jesus, an^^b^f^fpoufed to him. > And 

. *P, that I may perfuadeyouy by bis SpUir,^ to efpoufe your<^ 

. felycs unto the Lord of lifp^^ . ,_ 

^^ And if you are but brought to dofc with the Lord Jr^us; 
Christ, I fhall attain my end, and then both you aijd I 
« ^all rejoice that I preached- this fermon to you. . 

^ Come virgins, will yojiigiueme leave to be , a /ui tor unto 

^.. you, not in my own name, but in the name of the Lord i 
O 1 that I may prevail ^witht you for your af{e<£lions, and per- 

i^.^.iiia^e you to give them unto Christ I May I^ be inftrumental 
, of bringing your fouls to Christ ! May I be inftrumcpta! to 
• join ypu ^nd C«rwt together this day ! - 

£e. not coy, as fome of you poffibly are in other loves: 
modefty ^nd the. virgin bjufh. may, vary well become you, when 
propofals of another kind are made unto you 3 but here coynefs 
}9! folly, and backwardnefs to accept of this motion, is ibame: 
ypu have ten thoufand , times more reafon to bluih at the refufal 
pf Christ for j^.our,, beloved, than at the acceptance; when 
p^herwifc the devil ^d fin would raviih your virgti;^ affj^£Hons4 
^ever bad yoi; a better n\Qtioi^ made to you i never ifsias fuch 

:^ ^^m^tc\\ prpffered to you as this, of being ipa.fche^ ^^ .^fpouf-? 

i^. ^ Wtp ?hc Lord Jesus Chjii§t, 

©oik; 
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« ^^€bnfid«^ wlio the Lord Jesus is, whom ymi ireinrkcd 
-to efpouie jourfelves unto; he is the beft* huiband j them it 

'. ixDiit iTompwrablfc to Jesus Ghrist. * , - 

» ^- Do yod dc&c one thsrt is great ? He is of the higheflb4ig« 
••'«hy, hei is the glorybf heaven, the d^^rltng of eternityyid* 
: • mired by angek, xireaded by devils, and adored by i'aintsi 'For 
i' y6u to be efpoufed to fo great a king, what honour^ will yos 
"have by this efpoufel ? -iTn: 

"''Do you deiire one that is rich? None is coiilptiraUie\to 
Ghri'st, the fuhiefs of the caith belongs to him; If yoi^ber ^ 
'Efpoufed to'CHRiST, you (ball fhare in his unfearchablc rit^s; • 
you (hall receive of his fulnefs, even grace for grace hclrej and ' 
•you (hall hereafter te ^admitted ^to gMiy, atid fliaIWiv€ with 
' this Jesus to all eternity. 

Do you defire one that is wife ? There is none comparable 
to Christ for wifdom. His knowledge is infinite, and his 
' t^ifdom is correfpondent thereto. And if you are efpoufed to ' 
Christ, he will guide and counfel you, and make you wife 
'"iihto falvatioh." 

Do you defire one that is potent, who may defend you / 
againfl: your enemies, and all the infults and reproaches of 
the Pharifees of this generation ? There is none that can 
etqual Christ in power; for the Lord Jes-us Christ hath / 
ill power; 

Do you defire one that is good ? There is none like unto 

Christ in tliis regard ; others may have feme goodnefs, but 

?\i is imperfefl:; Christ's goodnefs is compleat and perfeil, 

hi is full of goodnefs, and in him dvirelleth no evil. 
i r>. -^Q you defire one that is beautiful? His eyes* are dioft 
" fj^arkling^ his lod/ks and glances of love are ravifhing, his 
fmiles are moft delightful and refrefhing unto the foul : 
Christ is thls^mbft loVely perfon bf all others in the world. 

Do y6ii 'defire Sne 'that can love you ? None can love you 
tike Christ: His love, my dfear fitters, is incomprehenfible; 
his Ibve palTeth all other loves : The loVe of the Lord Jesus 
• is firft, without b^glhhirig ; his love is free without any mo- 
tive^ his love is jgreat without any meafure ; his love is con* 
ftaiit without any change, and his love is everlafting. 

it was the love of the Lord Jisus Christ,' my dear 
*- ^tters, wf|!cV brought him dp^ti frOm heavens; an<f' Which 

Veiled 



vpile^ his divmity.in>huinai| foiil and body; for he is QoD 
9y€if all hicfled for ever : It was love that made him fubjefl 
to hunger, thirft and forrow ; he v^as humbled, even unta 
ijyth for yqu 'p: for you who are efpoufed to him, he under* 
^urent the painful, (bameful and ignominious death of the 
qrpfs : and can ypu, my fifters, hear this, and not be con« 
Cf^rned to think that the blefled J^sus underwent all this for, 
fuch finful creatures as you and I are ? And when out of 
love be bad finifbed the redemption on earth, as to what wat 
p^edful for fatisfa£lion ; it was his love that carried him back 
to heaven, where he was before, that he might make appli* 
Ration of what he bad purchafed, that thqre he might make in- 
terceflion for thofe whom be had redeemed, and prepare a place 
for thepi, even glorious manfions with himfelf, in the houfe 
pot made with bands, which is eternal in the heavens. It is*^ 
put of love that he fendeth fuch tokens to his people frotu 
heaven to earth, which he conveyeth through his ordinances, 
by his Spirit unto them. Surely then none is fo deferving 
as the Lord Jesus Christ for you to efpoufe yourfelvea 
unto : if you be efpoufed unto Chb^ist he is your's, all that 
h^is, all that. he hath ; you fhall have his heart, and (bare 
in the choiceft expreffions of his deareft love. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, my dear fifters, doth bejfeech - 
you to be his fpoufe. We minifters have a cotnmiflion fronri 
the Lord Jesus Christ to invite you, in his name, unto 
this very thing ; and Christ's invitations are real ; general j 
frequent ; earneft j free. 

Christ's invitations of you, to be his fpoufe, are real^ 
s^nd as the thing is real, fo you, my dear fifters, are really 
invited unto it. The Lord doth not moek and diflemble with 
you, as fome pretending lovers, who diflemble love unto 
virgins, until they have gained their affedlions, and then falfely 
and bafely relinquifli them, never really intending either to 
efpoufe, or marry them : but the Lord doth really intend 
the thing, in his invitations of you j he never caft off any 
y^hofe confent and aftedions he had gained. Again, 

Christ's invitations of you, niy dear fifters, are general. 
All of you are invited, none of you are excluded ; all forts 
of finners are invited ; the moft vile and abominable finners, 
the moft notorious tranfgrcffors are inyited to be Christ's 

fpoufe. 
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fjoujcy and iball be as welcome as any unto the embraces pf^ 
Jijslbve. .1 

Christ's invitations of ypu zxt frequent : J^sus CAjstigT 
falls on you frequently ; he hath waited on you time aftgr" 
time, one year after another; anc} he doth now invite you,. 
by me this day, to pome unto Him. Do ript Aight th'is^ inr 
vitation, but rjsceivc it with joy and tl)ankfulnefs. Come,, f 
befeeph ypu, to this Jesu^^ wtfp thus invites y6u to be Ki^ 
fpoufe. Again, 
pMKi^T's invitations to be his fpoi^fe are eqme/l; lie dbth^ 
; call upon' you, and' pot only call, but c^I earnefily too j 
yea, he ufcth many arguments with you : he will preft yoU 
to come unto him ^ he is loth tp take any denial from you ;. 
be kpocks^ and knocks hard at the door of your hearts for' 
entertainment j and furely you will not deny the LpRD of 
life and glory who died for you^ and gave himfelf fpf you: 
P my dear fitters, let this be the evepjng of your efpoufaU: 
.^o the Lord Jesus Christ. 

He invites you freelji tp be his fpoufe, for all his invitations 
?^efree; he doth not expecSl a portion with you, as worldly 
*Overs ^0 ; He wants nothing of you : nay, you muft have 
^tDthing, if you be efpoufed unto the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
T-f you be poor, mifera.blcj blind, naked, Jesus Christ 
^^111 fupply all thtfe dcfedls of his own free mercy ; he will 
*Xll and fupply you with all things out of his treafury ; he will 
^>iake you meet for himfelf; fie will prepare you to live With 
%iim for ever. 

Confider, if you be once efpoufed unto Christ, if once 
joined in this relation, you (hall never be fcparated from him ;* 
^either men nor devils fhall be able to feparate you : none, 
none, (hall disjoin you ; and when death doth break all other 
bonds, it fhall not break the conjugal bond between you and 
Christ, but bring you unto the moft full and everlafting 
pofieffion of your beloved. 

And what do you now fay, young women ? fhall I have 
a grant for my mafter, or be fent away with a repulfe and re- 
fufal ; no, I cannot carry fuch a meffage to my matter ; I 
hope better things of you, my fillers, and things which ac- 
company falvation ; methinks by this time ye fliould begin 
to have a mind unto J^sy^ Christ i you look as if you did 
'"■"■■■' J defirej 
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,|kfirej )[0U hesjrken f s if you would confent. What do yup^ 
m i^^zH the match be made up this evening betwe^JS 
yifltl^T aiid^your foujs? O that t may be inftrumcntal p-# 
jcfijo^i; X^'' )^^'^^) ^^ rather your hearts together^ O, th^!^ 
I n^y Ijici u\ftrAimental to ti^ that, knot, which never cao J>^ 
.uij^oojlf^. . , _* 

Some marry in bafte, and repent at leifure ; but if yq:^^ 
were once efpoufed unto Jesus Christ, you would never r^ — 
l^nf.; pothing would grieve you, but that you were not jojoe|^ 
^ him fqoner i and you would not |>e di^oined again for^fiJi 
tfee world,, ^^^ 

Shall this be the day of your efpoufals ? Some of ypn |i9y^ 
fiayed a longtime; and will you defer any longer? If yoi^ 
^ill not now, perhaps you may never have another oppor.-^ 
itunity; this may be the laft time of afking; and therefore .^ 
ij dangerous to refufe : feme of you are very youhg, tOQ.yot^i^ 
fpf other efpoufals ; but^ none of you, my dear fiftcj(9^.arq: 
too young to be efpoufed unto the Lord Jesus CHm^T^- 
11) other efpoufals, you muft have the confent of your parents ^ 
but in this you are at your own difpoial ; you may give, and. 
•ught to match yourfelves. to Christ, whether parents d(r 
confent or not. , , 

But if any of you (hould ^Ik, what you muft do th^t 
you may be efpoufed unto Christ ? You muft be fenQble 
of your need of being efppufed to him; and untill you sire 
lepfible of your need of (he Lord Jesus Christ* you cai\- 
not be efpoufed to hini: You muft have defires after this, 
Jesus, and feek unto him for, an intereft in him ; you muft 
try nightly unto him to efpoufe you to himfelf: put off 
the filthinefs of fm and all its defilements ; and then, my 
fifters, put on the white raiment, and clean garments, which 
Christ hath provided for you, the robes of his righteoi^fnefs ; 
in thefe garments you fh^ll be beautiful ;. and> in thefe gar- 
ments you fhall be accepted : you muft have the wedding 
garment on ; you muft put off all your own good wori^f 
fpr they will be but a rnjeans to keep you from Christ ; np^ 
you muft come as not having yQur own righteoufnef^, which 
is of the law, but you njiJifJ: havj the rjgbteoufnefs of Chri5jT., 
Therefore, come unto the Lord Jssua Chrjst, and he 
will give it to you j he will not (epd yovi away without it. 
I Roceive 
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fiebdve him upon his own terms, ^nd he is '^jirs ^MT 
ever': O devote yourfelves tb him, foul and body,' tKnd iff, 
to be his for' ever ; and Christ will beyour's, and"then1l3lp« 
l^, happy you^ that ever you were born ! But If iiSy of ' Voii 
die before this efpoufal unto the Lord Jesus'- Ckttxsty Uien 
Woe, woe,, unto you, that ever you had a being in ulfe i.*,but 
if you go to Christ you (hall be efpoufed urito*^ thc*X6RD 
Jesus : though your fins have been never fo. great,' yea,' ^tKfe 
^Ibod orCHRiST will clean fe you from them ir the ^biald-j^^ 
cfcvehaiit between Christ and your fouh Will )]iiR)fvc 91 
3^ our fins; you will then be weary of your old ways, fpf; all 
filings Will become new in your fouls. • i* 

Now, my dear Sifters, I fhall conclude by juft fj^^l^n]^ a 

^i^6jrd"or two to thofeof you, who are already efpoufed' unto 

^lie Lord jEsuis Christ. ^ " "^ 

^ O aJImire, admire the rich and free grace, which tia^ 

^^ght you to this relation. : Is not this an inftance of ilie 

^reatell of love, that you (hould be the fpoufe of the Lord 

Tesus Christ? You that had no beauty, you that hact h^ 

^<omelinefs, that was full of fin, that*He (hould embrace fuch 

^s you sind I are ; that we "(hould be taken into the embrace 

x>t this Lord Jesus. O infinite condefcending kindnefs L O 

amazing love I Revei^iice^ reverence, t befeech you, this 

Lord Jesus CnRist. 

' 'He is your Lord, arid you m^ft reverence him, loVe jaiiS 
6^' faithful unto him; be fubjeA to him,' a\id careful' to ]^ms 
hlflh in every thing ^ endeavour to keep up a daily coilimiu* 
nibn with biiti ; Ibbk^ long and pre'^*ire for Christ's leiidAd 
appeatance, when the nuptials Wween you (hall be^oleiU* 
nized, and you live with him in manfions of everlaftingJoj^'Sy 
where ydu (ball love and live with this king of glory for ever 
andeve^r. 

1l iLiiow not how to conclude ;. methinks I could fpeak tol 
yoYi ' ii?r^idnig)fit^ if it would brin^ you unto the Lord 
Jist/s'CkRiST, ah<^ make you be efpoufed to him, for in* 
deed, that will be the efpoufal which will turn to the greateft 
aivaribjgei'iai'^oyVill find by experience, if you will but 
make the^triai ; ^and chat you may jf (9, ihy prayers and my 
cohftanitenfifcivoursftialfbeufcd; • / 
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^. > t will^ my dear fiflers, fpend and h6 fpent for yotf, aifd 
^ ibe aiSftance of God, will perfevere in this that I 4iave 
begun I and as many of you «Aay have opportunity Come 

^v,ening in the week, v^ithout breaking ip on the buiinefs of 
life ; I iball therefore, my fifters, either be here, or where 
yi^il ihall \)e publicly acquainted with : I will n6t miiid being 

^/eproachqd or flefpifed : tb^e men of this world may ufe wbf^t 

. Jyisuage they pleafe ; they may fay I am a Methodift. In- 
fjeefl, my fifters^ I am rdblvedj by the grace of Gop^ ^ 
life all methods I can, to pluck you from Satan, that you 
;niay -be as br^p^s plucked .from the burning fire : this £ball 
be my method, which I hope will be the means of effe£luai(y 
iaving your precious and inimprtal fouls. 
^. And if I am the inftruoient of this, I fhall rejoice, yea^ 
and I will rejoice in fpight of what men, or devils, csui £|jr 
^ do to the contrary: and may the Lord Jesvs ChiusT 
,^ifq5^, and ajffidme at all times, to a^ )vhat will be mofk4ot: 
^ijs glory^ and the welfare of your fouls : and may you all 
ffff a hearty Amen theretq. ..».#- 

A 
« 7-. ' - » 

. .** Now the. Lord Jesus C^rist^ who is God over all^ 

f^^ • " bleffed for exer, aflift and .\yatch over yqu, keep yoi^ 

. *' from all evil and fin here, ^nd prefent you befocie bis 

*' Father faultlefs at the great day of account ! To. this 

I . " Lord Jesus Christ,, the Father, and the blefTed 
^^ Spirit, three perfons and but one eternal and inyiGble 
*' God, be afcribed all honour, power, glory, might|^ 

; ^< majeily and dominion, now, henceforth, and for ever 

. '. ** more,^ Amen, Amen." 

*« The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of 
" God, and the fellowfhip of the Holy Ghoft be with 
*' you all, xp comfort under, and deliver you from, tri- 
*' bulation ; to prefervc you to your refpeflive p^^ces of 
'^ abode ; and when there, to keep you in his fear, that 
** you may live to his glpry j that to live ilnay be 
^* Christ!s, and' to die be your eternal gain ; fo that 
^< you may live with. him through eternal ages^ and £rng 
** Hallelujahs to him for ever. Amen." 

SERMOl^ 
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§ E R M ON VI. 

Britain's Mercies, and Britain s Duty, 

Pleached at Pbiladelphia^ on Sunday j At^ft 24, 174^* 
and occalibned by the Supprcffion of the late un- 
natural RebeHion. 

Ps At M CV. 45, - . 

iStbfik^tkey might ^bfcrve its SiatuM and heip bis Lawti* 

>|LyCEJ^{9 bretl^ren,, and fathers, ai^d 9II jre to whom I aoi 
jyjL .aboutjto pce;|(;)i the kingdom o(G^2>, I fuppofe jrou 
i}!^ ngj;,bfi \^ic^xJg^^ ^t^ being indifpenfibJy.ftWiged to ^ 
^/jsjQjt.on youf; lat^ ;ban)cfgi;jf ing-flay, I soijd i}ot ih^w ojy obcn 
,4ianc^.tp the goyerx^r^^jproclamation, as my own inqlipation 
lfd.gfi^ or aa.tpigbt juttly be e^pecSled from,' and demand^ of 
10^- Bu(;^ thK,q9f:2{^Ofi of tjiat daj's thai>)crgiKing is yer^and I 
lijuft^CV^r.wijl bcj ftfrfh ia our men^ory, I c^n^iot think. iJn|t 
t^dJjjrco(Xf;&.0{) ^h^ i^e&c^o eve^ i)9W.:b$^ altogether .unfeajh 
If^naUe. .1 t^kP ii(.% -gr^^t^di furtb^r* that you need not 
^f .in£p^rmed| di^ fia?oi>g ^he v^ipi^fnptiv^ .wbkb are geno- 
p^ly ui^ged to ei^fprce ol^edienqe tQ,.^he ^iv'uie command^ 
Jbatcff love is tYifi rrioftTg^^Qrful and.^Qg^nt. 1 he terro^rs of 
tbe law may affright and awe, but love difiblves and melts the 
heart. " The love of Christ," (ays: the great apoftle of 
the G^ruUeh ^* cotiftraineth us." ^{a)^ lov^ is fo abfolutqly 
Dece^^ry for thofe tb?t fiatpe the pam^ of Christ, that with^ 
out it, their obedjei^ce cannot truly be ftiled evangelical^ or 
^ acceptable in the fsght of God. '^ Although, (fays tho 
apoftle) I b^ftow ^U niy gopds to feed the poor, and though 
I give my bpdy to be learnt, and have not charity," (i. e; 
unlej[s unfeignefl Iqva to Gop, and to mankind for his 
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great name's fake, be the principle of fuch anions, howib>^ 
ever it may benefit others) it profiteth me nothing." This in 
the conftant language of the liveljr oracles of GoP. And, 
froBi them it is equally plain, that nothing has a greater ten-» 
dency to beget and excite fuch an obediential lovo in US| 
than a ferious and frequent confideration of the manifpld mer« 
cies we receive time after time from the hands of our heavenly 
Father. The royal pfalmift, who had the honour of being 
filled, <^ the man after God's own heart," had an ahundait 
experience of this. Hence it is, that whilft he is mufipg oo 
the divine goodnefs, the fire of divine love kindles ii^ bis 
foul ; and, out of the abundance of his heart, his mouth 
fpeaketh fuch grateful and extatic language as this*. *^.Wlut 
ihali I render unto the Lord for all his mercies i Ble(s tht 
Lord, O my foul, and all that is within me, blefs his holy 
name." And why ? <* who forgiveth all thine iniquitiesy 
iriio healeth alt thy difeafes, who redeemeth thy life firotti 
deftru£lion, who crowneth thee with loving kindneis tad tcft-» 
der mercies." And when the fame holy man of OoD. Ml 
a mind to ftir up the people of the Jews to fee aboat-t nik^ 
tional reformation, as the moft weighty and prevaUing trgii^ 
ment he could make ufe of for that purpofe, he Upi Matt 
them, as it were, in a draught, many national mercies, and 
4liftingui(hing deliverances, which have been conferred i^nmi 
and wrought out for them, by the moft high God. The 
■pfalm to which the words of our text bdosg, is a pregnant 
^oof of this ; it being a kind of epitonie or cooipendittm of 
the whole Jewijh hiftory ; at leaft it contatiis an enumeratiott. 
^ many fignai and extraordinary bieffings the IJraeUies had 
r^eived from God, and alfo the improvement they were iii > 
duty bound to make of th^m, ** OMKirt his ftatutes and kee|^ 
his laws." 

To run through all die particulars of the pfalm, or -draw 
a parallel (which might with great eafe and juftice be done) 
between GoD*s dealings with us and the Ifraelites of old: 
To enumerate all the national mercies beftowed upon, and 
remarkable deliverances wrought out for the kingdoms of 
Great-Britain and Ireland^ from the infant ftate of U^lUam 
the Norman to their prefent manhood, and more than Auguftam 
maturity, under the aufpicious reign of our rightful Sovefeigii 

King 



[ St ] ' 

Kin^ George the fecond 5 howfocver plcafing and profirabl« 
it might be at any other time, would, at this junilurc, prove, 
if not an irlftbfne, yet' an uni-eatonable undertaking. 

Th^odcaffdfi of the hte folemnity, I mean the fuppreiSon 
of a moS ii6rrid and unnatural rebellion, will afford more 
than fufficient matter for a difcourfe of this nature, and fur- 
niih us with abundant motives to love and obey that glorious 
Jehovahj who giveth falvation unto kings, and delivers his 
peop1cl*ftbm the hurtflil fword. 

Need l*Uiake an Ipdlbgy, before this auditory, if, in order 
tofeetihc'grcatnefs oPour late deliverance, I (hould remind 
you 6f the many unYp'eakable blefUngs which we have for a 
courfe'6f years drijoyccj, tfuring the reign of his prefent Ma- 
jefty, and the gefttle, mild adminif^ration under which we 
live? WiAbut juftly incurring the cenfure of 



giving flatter- 
ing titMSl^I Believe all who have'eyes to (t^^ and ears to hear, 
and alK'mit'ffMiATe a:cquain'ted with our puolic afFairs, muft 
acboWlicfet? that' *^d have pne of the beft of Kings. It is 
now irov^Viiriet«en'*^ears^xince lie began to reign over .115. 
AndyW, 'WaSf'hfc^f*?edon'r^aVtirone,'and were.allhis 
fubjeairyao«a«y6lBSWli?W,^*« to addrefS' them is Samuel, 
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enjoy gVe^icfuittn^fs', * sfnci vei^jjrortfiy deeas have been done 

untooiiPi^iW by tny pr<?vidence." ^H^ fias been indeed 

Pater Patriae a father to our country, and though old and ; 

grey-headdd,*^has jedparded* his precioi/s life for us in th? 

high placcrcf the field. Nor has he'lefs deferyeg the great 

and glorious ritle, which the Lord promlfes, that kings ^ 

ihould fuftain in the latter days, I mean, ^^ a nurfing fathe;^ 

of the chifilch." For not only the Church of England^ as by 

law eiEablifh^d, but all denominations of chrifliahs whatfo- 

ever, h'ave enjoyed their religious as well as civil liberties. As 

there has l>cen no authorized oppreilion In the date, fo th;;re 

Vol. V. F hsj 
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has beciT no publicly allowed perfccution in the church/ We 
breathe indeed in free air ? as free (if not freer) both as to tem- 
porals and fpirituals, as any nation under heaven. Nor isthv 
profpea likely to terminate in his majefty's death, which Z 
pray God to defer. Our princeffes are difpofed of to prO' 
tcllant powers. And we have great reafon to be afliired, tha; 
the prefent heir apparent, and his confort, are like minded 
with their royal father. And I cannot help thinking, that il 
is a peculiar blcffing vouchfafed us by the King of kings, i6ac 
his prefent Majefty has been continued fo long aoiong us. 
For now, his immediate fuccefTor (though his prefent fitoa- 
tfon obliges him, as it were, to lie dormant) has great and glo- 
rious opportunities, which we have reafon to think he dailf 
improves, of ohferving 9nd weighing the national affairs, con- ; 
fidcring the various ftcps and turns of government, and con- '■ 
fequently of laying in a large fund of experience, to make ; 
him a wife and great prince, if ever GoD fhould call him to 
fway the Britijh fceptrc. Happy art thou, O Engknd! 
Happy art thou, Q America^ who on every fide art thus, 
highly favoured ! 

But, alas ! how foon would this happy fcene have fliifted, 
and a melancholy gloomy profpedl have fucceeded in itsrooou < 
had the rebels gained their point, and a popifli abjured pre- 
tender been forced upon the Br'u'ijh throne ! For, foppofiog 
his birth not to be fpurious, (as we have great reafon to thiot 
it really was) what could we expe<a from one, defcended fto» 
a father, who, when Duke of York^ put all Scotland into 
confufion ; and afterwards, when crowned King of jSii;fil0»^ 
for his arbitrary and tyrannical government, both in churclr 
and ftate, was juftljr obh'ged to abdicate the throne, hf the 
aflcrtors of Britijb liberty ? Or, fuppofing the horrid plot| 
firfi hatched in hell, and afterwards nurfed at Rome^ had takea 
place i fuppofing, I fay, the old Pretender fhould have ob« 
tained the triple crown, and have transferred his pretended 
title (as it is reported he has done) to his eldeft fon, what wtt 
all this for, but that, by being advanced to the popedom^ htt 
might rule both fon and fubje£ts with lefs controul, and 'by 
their united intereft, keep the three kingdoms of Enghnd^Sul^ 
hnd^ and Ireland^ in greater vaiTallage to the fee of Rami f 
Ever fmce this unnatural rebellion broke out, I have looked 

upon 
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opon the young Pretender as the phaetbn of the prcfcnt agr; 

He is ambicioufly and prefumptuoufly aiming to feat himfelf 

in die throne of our rigHrfu?' fovereign King George, which 

he ts no more capable of keeping, than Phaeton was to guide 

the chariot of the fun ; and had he f^cceeded in his attempt» 

likefaiia, 'would onty htvt fet the world on fire. It is true^ 

to do bknjuft ice, he has defcrved well of the Church of Rsme^ 

and, in all probability, will hereafter be canoni2ed amongft 

the noble order of their fiAitious faints. But, with what 

an iron rod we might expe£t to have been bruifed, had his 

troops been victorious, may eafily be gathered from thofe 

cruel orders faid to be found in the pockets of fome of his 

efficert, *' Give no quarters to the Eledlor's troops." Add to 

this, that there was great reafon to fufpe£t^ that, upon the 

firft news of the fuccefs of the rebels, a general mafTacre was 

intended. So that if the LoRp had not been on our fide. 

Greet Britain^ not to fay Americai would, in ^ fevir weeks or 

months, have been an Aceldama, a field of blood. 

Befides, was a Poptjh Pretender to rule over us, inftead 
of being reprefented by a free parliament, and governed by 
laws made by their confent, as we now are; we fliould 
fliortly have h^d only the fhadow of one^ and it may be, no 
parliament at all. This is the native product of a Popijb 
government, and what the unhappy family, from which this 
young adventurer pretends he defcended, has always aimed ac 
Arbitrary principles he has fucked in with his ittother's milte^ 
and if he had been fo honeft, inftead of that immature diotto 
upon his ftandard. Tandem triumphansi only to have put, Slei 
fr§ rathne Voluntas, he had given us a (hort, but true por- 
trait of the nature of his intended, but blefTed be God, noW 
defeated reign. And why (hould I mention^ that the fink- 
ing of the national debt, or rending away the funded property 
0f the people, and the diflblution of the ptefent happy union 
between the two kingdoms^ would have been the immediate 
confequences of his fuecefs, as he himfelf declares in his fecond 
flnanifefto, dated from Hefy-rood Honfe ? Thefe a^e evils,^ and 
great ones too ; but then they are only evils gf a teinporary 
lialiire. They chiefly concern tbe body, and muft ncccffarily 
terminate in the j(rave. 

F ai But;, 



[ ^4 ] 
But) alas ! what an inundation of fpiritual mifchicfs, would 
foon have overflowed the Church, and what unfpeakable 
danger ihould we and our poftcrity, have been reduced to 
in refped^ to our better parts, our precious and immortal fouls ^ 
How foon would whole fwarms of monks, dominicans and 
friars, like fo many locufts, have joverfpread and plagucdl 
the nation ; with what winged fpeed would foreign titular 
bifhops have pofied over,, in order to take pofleffion of theic 
refpedlive fees ? How quickly would our univerfities havd 
been filled with youths Svho have been fent abroad by their 
Popijh parents, in order to drink in all the fuperftitions oi 
the church of Rome? What a fpeedy period would have 
been put to focieties of all kinds, for promoting chriftian known 
]edge, and propagating the gofpel in foreign parts ? How foon 
would our pulpits have every where been filled with theieoM 
antichrifiian dodrines, free-will, meriting by works, tran- 
fubftantiation, purgatory, works of fupererogation, paffive* 
obedience, non-refiftance, and all the other abominations 
of the whore of Btibylon ? How foon would our proteftant 
charity fchools in England^ Scotland and IreUmdy have been 
pulled down, our Bibles forcibly taken from us, and igno« 
ranee every where fet up as the mother of devotion ? How 
foon fbould we have been deprived of that invaluable bleffing, 
liberty of confcicnce, and been obliged to commence (what 
they falfely call) catholicks, or fubmit to all the tortures 
which a bigoted zeal, guided by the moft cruel principles, 
could poffibly invent ? How foon would that mother of har** 
lots have made herfelf once more drunk with the blood of 
the faints ? And the whole tribe even of free-thinkers them* 
felves, been brought to this dilemma, either to die martyrs 
for, (although I never yet heard of one that did fo) or, con- 
trary to all their moft avowed principles, renounce their great 
DianOy unaflifted, unenlightened reafon ? But I muft have 
done, left while I am fpeaking againft antichrift, I ihould 
unawares fall myfelf,and lead my hearers into an aqtichriftiaa 
fpirit. True and undefiled religion will regulate our zeal^ 
and teach us to treat even the man of fin with no harfher lanr 
guage than that which the angel gave to his grand employer 
Satan, " The Lord rebuke thee." 
: Glory 
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Glory be to God's great name ! the Lorb has rebuked 
him; and that too at a time when we had little reafon to 
cxpeA fuch a bleffing at God*s hands. My dear hearers^ 
neither ihe prefent frame of my heart, nor the occafton of 
your ]ate folcmn meeting, lead me to give you a detail of our 
public vices. Though, alas I they are fo many, fo notorious^ 
and withal of fuch a crimfon-dye, that a gofpel mi«iiler would 
not be altogether inexcufable, was he, even on fuch a joyful 
.occafion, to lift up his voice like a trumpet, to (hew the 
Britifh nation their tranfgreffion, and the people of America 
their fin. However, though I would not caft a difmal ibade 
upon the pleafing pi&ure the caufe of our late rejoicings fee 
before us ; yet thus much may, and ought to be Maid, that 
as God has not dealt fo bountifully with any people as with 
us, fo no nation under heaven has dealt more ungratefully 
with Him. We have been like Capernaum, lifted up to 
heaven in privileges,, and for the abufe of them, like her, 
havedeferved to I^e thruft down into bell. How well foever 
it may be with us, in refpetSt to pur civil and ecQlefiaftical 
conftitution, yet in regard to our morals, IJaiah\ del'cription 
oftheyrwi/t polity is too applicable, ** The whole head is 
iick, the whole heart is faint ; . from •the crown of the head to 
the fole of our feet, we are full of wounds and.;bruifes, and 
putrifying fores." We have, 'pjhurun'\\)iit^ waxed fat and 
kicked. We have played the harlot againft God, both in 
regard to principles and practices. '^ Our gold is . become 
dim, and our fine gold changed." We have crMcified the 
Son of God afrefb, and put him to an open (hame. Nsty, 
Christ has been wounded in the houfe of his friends. And 
^ery thing long ago feemed to threaten an immediate ftorm. 
But, O the long-fuSering and goodnefs of God to us*-ward ! 1 
When all things feemed ripe for deftru<^ion, and matters 
were come to fuch a crifis, that God's praying people 
hegan to think, that though NmH^ Daniel and Joh^ were 
living, they would only deliver their own fouls; yet then 
in the midft of judgment the Moft High remembered mercy, 
^d when a popi(h enemy was breaking in upon us like a 
^, the Lord himfelf gracioufly lifted up a ftandard. 

This to me does not feem to be one of the moft unfavoura- 
ble circumftances which have attended this mighty deliver- 
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tnce ; nor do I think you will look upon it as a circumftanco 
altogether unviwrtby your obfervation. Had this cockatrice 
indited been crufhed in the egg, and the young Pretended 
driven l^ack upon his firft arrival, it would undoubtedly havd 
been a grea^ Ueffing. But not fo great as that for which you 
lately aflembkd to give God thanks : for then his* Majefiy 
would not have had fo good an opportunity of knowing ' hii 
jBnemies, or trying his friends. The Britijh fubjefts woutt 
in a manner have loft the faireft occafion that ever ofFered t6 
expfefs their loyalty and gratitude to the rightful fovereign. 
France would not have been fo greatly humbled ; nor fucli 
an efFeAual ftop have been put, as we tVuft there now is, to 
any fuch further Popifl) plot, to rob us of all that is near and 
jdcar to us. •* Out of the eater therefore hath come forth 
meat, and OJt of the ftrong hath come forth fweetnefs.** 
The Pretertder's eldeft fon is fuffered not only to land in the 
North-Weji Highlands in Scdtlandy but in a little while he be- 
comes a gpedt band. This for a time is ndt believed, but 
^treated as a thing altogether incredible. The friends of th6 
government in thofe parts, not for want of loyalty, but of 
fufHcient authority to take up arms, could not refift him. Hi 
is permitted to pafs on with his- terrible banditti, and, like the 
comet that 'Was lately feen, fpreads his baleful influences all 
around him. He is likewife permitted to gain a fliort-liv'd tri- 
umph by a vidory over a body of our troops at Prejioh-Pans^ 
and to tak« a temporary poITeflxbn of the metropolis of Scotland, 
Of this he makes his boaft, and informs the public, that 
** Providence had hitherto favoured him with wonderful fuc- 
f* ccfs,- led him in the way to viftory, and to the capital of the 
•' antient kingdom, though he came without foreign aid.'* 
Nay, he is further permitted to prefs into the very heart of 
England. But now the Almighty interpofes. Hitherto he 
was to go, and no further. Here were his malicious defign^ 
to be ftaid. His troops of a fudden are driven back. Away 
they poft to the Highlvids^ and there they are fuffered not 
only to increafe, but alfo to coUeft themfelves into a large 
body, that having, as it were, what Catt^ula once wiflied 
Rome bad, but one neck, they might be cut off with one 
Wow. 

Th? 
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The time, manner, and inftrument of this vi£lory, deferves 
our notice. It was on a general faft-day, when the clergy 
snd good people of Scotland were lamenting the difloyaltjr of 
their perfidious countrymen, and, like Mofes^ lifting up their 
hands, that Amalek might not prevail. The viftory was to- 
tal and decifive. Little blood was fpilt on the fide of the 
Royalifts. And, to crown all, Duke If^iUiam^ his Majefty's 
youngeft fon, has the honour of firft driving back, and then 
deflating the rebel-army. A prince, who in his infancy and 
youth, gave early proofs of an uncommon bravery and no- 
blcnefs of mind ; a prince, whofe courage has incrcafed with 
hisyears. Who returned wounded from the battle of Det- 
tittgen, behaved with furprlzing bravery at Fontenoy^ and now, 
by a conduA and magnanimity becoming the high office he 
fuftains, like his glorious predcceflbr the Prince of Orange^ has 
delivered three kingdoms from the dread of popifli cruelty, and 
arbitrary power. What renders it ftiil more remarkable is. 
The day on which his Highnefs gained this victory, was the 
day after his birth-day, when he was entering on the 26th 
year of his age ; and when Sullivan^ one of the Pretender's 
privy-council, like another Ahiiophel^ advifed the rebels to 
give our foldiers battle, prefuming they were furfeited and 
over- charged with their yefterday's rejoicings, and confc- 
quently unfit to make any great ftand againft them. But, 
glory be to God, who catches the wife in their own crafti- 
nefs! his counfel, like AhitopheVs^ proves abortive. Both 
General and foldiers were prepared to meet them. " God 
taught their hands to war, and their fingers to fight," anct 
brought the Duke, after a deferved flaughter of fome thou- 
fands of the rebels, with roofl of his brave foldiers, vidlorious 
from the field. 

If we then take a dr{lin£l view of this notable tranfa£tion, 
and trace it in ail the particular circumftances that have at« 
tended it, I believe we muft with one heart and voice confcfs, 
Aat if it be a mercy for a ftate to be delivered from a worfe 
than a Catilinis confpiracy, or a church to be refcued from a 
Ijottcr than a Diocleftan perfecution ; if it be a mercy to be 
delivered from a religion that turns plough-fliares into fwords, 
^J^d prurting- hooks into fpears, and makes it meritorious to 
^ed proteftant blood ; if it be a mercy to have all our pre- 
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fcnt invaluable privileges, both in church and date, fccured 
to us more than ever ; if it be a mercy to have thcfe great 
things done for us, at a fcafon, when for our crying fins, 
both church and flate juftly defcrved to be overturned j and if 
it be a mercy to have all this brought about for us, under 
God, by one of the blood-royal, a prince afting with an ex- 
perience far above his years ; if any, or all of thefe arc mer- 
cies, then have you lately commemorated one of the greateft 
mercies that ever the glorious God vouchfafed to the Brhijb 
nation. 

And {ball we not rejoice and give thanks ? Should wc re- | 
fufe, would not the ftones cry out againft us ? Rejoice then , 
we may and ought : but, O let our rejoicing be in theLoRDi 
and run in a religious channel. This, we find, has been the 
praftice of God's people in all ages. When he was pleafed, 
with a mighty hand, and out-ftretched arm, to lead tht If- 
rneliiei through the Red-Sea^ as on dry ground, " Then fang 
Mofcs and the children of Ijrael \ and Miriam the prophetcfs, 
the filler of Aarcn^ took a timbrel in her hand, and all the 
women went out after her. And Miriam anfwered them. 
Sing ye to the Lord ; for he hath triumphed glorioufly/' 
When God fubdued Jahin^ the King of Canaan^ before tb^ 
children of Ifrael^ *' then fang Deborah and Barak on tbaC- 
day, faying, *' Praife ye the Lord for the avenging of JJratV^ 
When the ark was brought back out of the hands of th^ 
Philijiines^ David, though a king, danced before it. And^ 
to mention but one inftance more, which may ferve as a ge- 
neral dire6lory to us on this and fuch-like occafions : whena 
the great Head of the church had refeued his people from thcs 
general maffacre intended to be executed upon them by ai 
cruel and ambitious Haman, ** Mordecai fent letters unto alE 
the Jews that, were in ail the provinces of the King Mafuerus^ 
both nigh and far, to eftablifh among them, that they ihould^ 
keep the fourteenth day of the month Jdar^ and the fifteenth* 
day of the fame yearly, as the days wherein the Jews refted- 
from their enemies, and the month which was turned untoi 
them from forrow unto joy, and from mourning into a goodl 
day : that they fhould make them days of feafting and joy,, 
and of fending portions one to another, and gifts to the 
poor." And why (hould we not go and do likewife ? 
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And {ball we not alfo, on fuch an occafion, exprefs our 
gratitude to, and make honourable mention of, thofe worthies 
who have fignalized themfelves, and been ready to (acrifice 
both lives and fortunes at.thiS'Critical juncture? 

This would be to aft the part of thofe ungrateful IfraeUusy 
who are bran()ed in the book of GoD, for not (hewing kind- 
ncfs to the houfe of " Jeruh-Baal^ namely Gidion^ according 
to all the goodnefs which he flf\ewed unto IfraeW* Even a. 
Pharaoh could prefer a deferving Jhfgph, Ahafuerus a Mordecai^ 
and Nebuchadnezzar a Daniel^ when made inftruments of fignal 
fcrvice to themfelves and people. *' My heart, fays Deborah^ 
is towards (/. e, I have a particular veneration and regard for) 
the Governors of Ifrael thgt offered themfelves willingly. 
And blefled above women fhall Jael the wife of Heber the. 
Kenitehcy for (he put her hand to the nail, and her right- 
band to the workman's hammer, and with the hammer (he 
fmote Si/era^ (he fmote off his head, when (he had pierced 
and ftricken through his temples." And (hall we not fay^ 
** Bieffed above men Jet his Royal Highnefs the Duke of 
Cumberland be ; for through his inftrumentality, the great and 
glorious Jehovah hath brought mighty things to pafs?" 
Should not our hearts be towards the. worthy Archbi(hop of 
York^ the Royal Hunters, and thofe other Engltjh heroes whq 
offered themfelves fo willingly ? Let the names oi Blakeney^ 
Blandj and Rea^ an^ all thofe who waxed ya)ipnt. in iight otk 
this important occafion,^ live for ever iQ the ISritiJk annals. 
And let the name of that great, that incomparable brave fol- 
dicr of the King, and a good foldiet of Jesus Chh,ist, 
Colonel Gardiner, (excufe me if I here drop a tear : he was 
my intimate friend) let his name, I fay, be had in everlafting 
remembrance. 

But, after all, is there not an infinitely greater debt of gra- 
titude and praife due from us, on this occafion, to Him that 
is higher than the higheft, even the King of kings and Lord 
of Lords, the blefled and only Potentate ? Is it not his arm, 
his ftrong and mighty arm, (what inftruments foever may 
have been made ufe of) that hath brought us this falvation ? 
And may I not therefore addrefs you, in the exulting language 
of the beginning of this pfalm, from which we have taken 
our text f ** O give thanks unto the Lord, call upon his 
Dame, make known his deeds among the people. Sing unto 

him; 
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him ; ling pralms unto him i ulk ye of all his wondrous 
works ; glory ye in his holy name ; rfemcmbcr his marvcllout 
work which he hath done." 

But (ball wt put ofFour good ztid gracious benefaflor with 
mere lip-fervice ? God forbicf. Your worthy Governor has 
honbured Got) In his late excellent proclamatibn, and God 
ifflll honour him. But {hall our thanks termin^e with the 
day? No, in no wife. Ou* text reminds us of a more noble 
facrifice, and points out to us the great end the Almighty Jfc- 
MOvAM propofes, in beftowing fuch fignal favoursi upon a 
people, " That thfcy fliould obferre his ftatutes, and keep 
his laws."* 

This is the return we are all taught 'to pray, that wc may 
make to the Moft High Goii, the Father of mercies, in tlie 
daily olfite of Dur church, •* That our hearts may be un- 
** feignedly thankful, and that \lvc may fhew forth his praife, 
** hdt only with our lips, but in our lives, by giving up our* 
** felves to his fcrvice, and by Walking before hhn in holinel^ 
**' and righteoufnefs all our days." 'O that ttiefe words were 
the real language of all that ufe them I O that there were in 
us fuch 4 minH ! How foon would our enemies then flee be- 
fdri us ? And CJoD, cvtn our own God, would yet give us 
inott abundant bleflings f 

And why fhoyld not we ** obferve God's ftatutes, and keep 
hi? laws?" Dare we fay, that any of his commands are 
grievous?- Is not Christ's yoke, to a renewed foul, as faf 
as renewed, eafy ; and his burden comparatively light ? May 
I not appeal to the moft refined reafoner, whether the religion 
6f Jesus Christ be not a focial religion ? Whether the 
Moral Law, as explained by the Lord Jesus in the gofpel, 
has not a natural tendency to promote the prefent good anci 
Kappinefe of a whole commonwealth, fuppofing they were 
obedient to them, as well as the happinefs of every individual? 
From whence come wars and fighting amongft us ? Fron^ 
Vrhat fountain do all thofe evils, which the prefent and paft 
sfges have groaned under, flow, but from a neglcil of tho 
laws and ftatutes of our great and all-wife law-giver Jesus 
of Nazareth ? Tell me, ye men of letters, whether Lycurgut^ 
or Soloriy Pythagoras or Plato ^ Ar^/fotky Seneca^ Cicero^ or all 
the antient lawgivers and heathen moraliftsj put them all to- 
gether. 
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gcther, ever putliflicd a fyftem of ethlcS) any way worthy to 
be compated with the glorious fjrftem laid down in that much 
dcfpifcd book, (to ufc Sir Richard Steel*s cxprcfEon) empha- 
tically called, the Scriptures ? Is not the divine image and 
fupcrfcription written upon every precept of the gofpcl ? Do 
they not fhine with a native intrinfic luftre ? And, though 
msmy things in them ate ahoVc, yet, is there any thing con»- 
trwy to tht ftrifleft laws of right rcafort ? Is hot Jesus 
Christ, in fcripture, ftiled thd Word, the Logos, the Rea- 
fon ? And is not his fervice a rearonable fcrvice J What if 
there be inyfterics in his religion ? Are they not without all 
controvcrfy great and glorious ? Are they not myfterie$ of 
godlinefs, and worthy of that God who reveals them ? Nay, 
is it not the greateft myftery, that men, who pretend to reafon, 
and call themfelves philofophers, who fcarcH into the arcana 
nahtrw^ and confequently find a myftery in every blstde of 
grafs, Ibould vet be fo irrational as to decry all myfteries in 
religion ? Where is the fcribe ? where is the wife ? where is 
the difputer againft the chriftian revelation ? Does not every 
thing without and within us, cohfpire to prove its divine 
original ? And would not felf-intereft, if there was no other 
motive, excite us to obferve God's ftatutes^ and keep bis 
laws ? : 

Bcfidcs, confidered as a proteftant people, do we not lie 
under the greateft obligations of any nation under heaven, to 
pay a chearful, unanimous, univerfal, perfevering obedience 
to the divine commands. 

The wonderful and furprifing manner of God*s bringing 
about a reformation, in the reign of King Henry the Eighth '^ his 
carrying it on in the blefled reign of King Edward the Sixth ; 
his delivering us out of the bloody hands of Q^ieen Mary^ 
and deftroying the Spanijh invincible armada, under her im« 
niediate proteftant fucceflbr Queen Elizabeth i his difcovery of 
the popifh plot under King James ; the glorious revolution by 
King lyiUiam ; and, to come nearer to our own times, his 
driving away four thoufand five hundred Spaniardsy from a 
weak (though important) frontier colony, when they had, in' 
a manner, adually taken pofTeflion of it \ his giving us 
tmjheurgy one of the ftrongeft fortrefles of our enemies, 
contrary to all human probability, but the other day, into 
3 pwr 
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our. hands: thcfe, I fay, wich the vi£lory which you ba?e 
lately been commemorating, are fuch national mercies, not to 
mention any more, as will render us utterly incxcufable, if 
they do not produce a national reformation, and incite us all, 
with one heart, to keep God's (latutes, and obferve his laws. 
Need I remind you further, in order to excite in yon a 
greater diligence to comply with the intent of the text, that 
though the ftorm, in a great meafure, is abated by his Royal 
Highnefs's late fuccefs, yet we dare not fay, it is altogether 
blown over ? 

^ The clouds may again return after the rain ; and the few 
furviving rebels (which I pray GoD avert) may yet be fuf- 
fered to make head againft us. We are ftill engaged in a 

'bloody, and, in all probability, a tedious war, with two of 
the moft inveterate enemies to the interefts of Gnat-Britain. 
And, though I cannot help thinking, that their prefent inten- 
tions are fo iniquitous,, their condii(St fo perfidious, and their 

"ichemes fo diredlly derogatory to the honour of the Moft 
High Goo, that he will certainly humble them in the end, 
yet, as all things in this life happen alike to all, they may for 
a time, be dreadful inftruments of fcourging us. If not, GoD 
has oihe'r arrows in his quiver to fmite us with, hefides the 

'French Kirigi his Catholick Majefty, or an abjured Pretender. 
Not only the fword, but plague, peftilence, and famine, are 
under the divirie command. Who knows but he may fay to 
them all, " Pafs through thefe lands ?" A fatal murrain has 

lately fwept away abundance of cattle at home a)id abroad. 
A like epidemical difeafe may have a commiifion to feize our 
perfons as well as our beafts. Thus God dealt with the 

'Egyptians : who dare fay, he will not deal fo with us ? Has 
he not already given fome fymptoms of it ? What great 
L, 'numbers upon the continent have been lately taken off by the 

^loody-flux, fmall-pox, and yellow-fever ? Who can tell 

*what further judgments are yet in ftore ? However, this is 
certain, the rod is yet hanging over us : and I believe it will 
be granted on all fides, that if fuch various difpenfations of 
mercy and judgment do not teach the inhabitants of any 
land to learn righteoufnefs, they will only ripen them for a 
greater ruin. Give me leave, therefore, to difmifs you at 
this time with that folemn awful warning and exhortation, 

with 
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which the venepble Samuel^ on a public occaiion, took 
of the people of I/rael : " Only fear the Lord, and 
him in truth, with all your heart : for confider how 
tilings he hath done for you. But if ye ihall ftil] do 
:dly, [[ will not fay as the Prophet did. You fhall be 
med ; but] ye know not but you may provoke the 
> Almighty to confume both you and your king.'* 
ch God of his infinite mercy prevent, for the fake of 
8 Christ : to whom, with the Father, and the Holy 
H, three perfons, but one God, be all honour and 
', now and for evermore, //men^ Amen^ 
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SERMON VIL 

Thankfulnefs for Mercies received, a ntctSsiry 

Duty. 

A Farcwcl Sermon, preached on board the Whitaikir^. 
at Anchor near Savannah^ in Georgia^ Sundaf-. 
-W^ 17, 1738. 



Psalm, cvii. 30, 31. 

Then are they glady becaufe they are at refi, and fo hi 
bringetb them unto the baDen where they wauld be. 

O that men would therefore praife the Lor d for his good 
nefs^ and declare the wonders that he doeth for th 
children of men! 

NUMBERLESS marks docs man bear in his foul, tha 
he is fallen and eftranged from God ; but nothinj 
gives a greater proof thereof, than that backwardnefs, whici 
every one finds within himfelf, to the duty of praife an 
thankfgiving. 

When God placed the firft man in paradife, his foul n 
doubt was fo filled with a fenfe of the riches of the divine love 
that hie was continually employing that breath of life^ whic 
die Almighty had not long before breathed into hi(ii% i 
bleffing and magnifying that all-bountiful, all- gracious Goc 
in whom he lived, moved, and had bis being. 

And the brighteft idea we can form of the angelical bierarcb 
above, and the i^irits of joft men mad!e perfe6^,- is, thslt the 
are continually ffaftding round the throne of God, and ceai 
not djy^ and night, faying, *• Worthy art thou, O Lam 
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thtt wtik flain, to receive power and ricbds, and wifdoni, and 

ftrength, and honour, and glory, and blefling.'' R£v. v. ii. . 

That thenf which was man's pjerfe<Stion wiien time firA- 

began, and will be his ei^ployaiem whcfi death it fwallowed up 

in viiSory, and time (hall be no more, without controverfy, 

is part of our perfection, and ought to be our frequent exsr^* 

ciife on earth : and I doubt not but thofe bleiTfld fpirits^ who- 

are fent forth to minifter to them who (hall he heiri of falva>« 

tion, often ftand aftoni(hed when they encamj^ around us, to 

find our hearts fo rarely enlarged, and our mouths fo feldom 

opened, to (hew forth the loving-kindnefs of the Lord, or 

to fpea]^ of all his praife. 

Matter for praife and adoration, can never be wanthig to 
creatures redeemed by the blood of the Son of God ; and 
who have fucb continual fcenes of his infinite goodoefs pre* 
fented to their view, that were their foula duly affe£led witti 
a fenfe of his univerfal love, they could not but be conti- 
nually crying on heaven and earth, men and angels, to joii^ 
with them in praifing and bleiling that *< high and lofty one, 
who inhabiteth eternity, who maketh his fun to Ihine on tho 
evil and on the good,'' and daily pours down his blei&ngs <h> 
the whole race of mankind. 

But few are arrived to fuch a degree of charity or love, a$^ 
• to rejoice with thofe that do rejoice, and to be as thank- 
ful for others mercies, as tbeir own. This part of chrifiian 
perfection, though begun on earth, will be confummated 
only in heaven ; where our hearts will glow with fuch fer^ 
vent love towards GoD and one another, that every ffefh de*» 
gree of glory communicated to our neighbour, will alfo com** 
tminicate to us a frefh topic of thankfulnefs and joy. 

That which has the greateft tendency to excite the gene- 
rality of fallen men to praife and thankfgiving, is a fenfe of 
God's private mercies, and particular benefits beftowcd upon 
^urfelves^ For as thefe come nearer our own hearts, fo they 
^Siuft be more aiFe6ling; and as they are peculiar proofs, 
whereby we may know, that God does in a more efpecial 
manner favour us above others, fo they cannot hut fenfibly 
touch us ; and if our hearts are not quite frozen, like coals of 
a refiner's fire, they muft melt us down into thankfulnefs and 
love. It was a confideration of the diduiguifhing favoura 

God 
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God had {hewn to bis chofen people Ifrael^ and the frequent *' 
and remarkable deliverances wrought by hioi in behalf of 
^^ thofe who go down to the fea in (hips, and occupy their 
bufinefs in great waters," that made the holy Pfalmtft break 
out fo frequently as he does in this pfalm, into this moving, 
pathetical exclamation, *' O that men would therefore praife- 
the Lord for his goodnefs, and declare the wonders that he' 
doeth for the children of men ! " 

His expreiling himfelf in fo fervent a manner, impKes 
both the importance and negled of the duty. As when 
Mojei on another occafion cried out, '^ O that they were 
wife, that they underftood this, that they would pradiiiallf 
confider their latter end I'* Deut. xxxii. 29. 

I fay, importance and negle<9: of the duty ; for out of thofe* 
many thoufands that receive bleffings from the Lord, how 
few give thanks in remembrance of his holinefs ? The' ac- 
count given us of the ungrateful lepers, is but too lively a* 
reprefentation of the ingratitude of mankind in general ; who 
like them, when under any humbling providence, can cry, 
*' Jesus, Mailer, have mercy on us!" Lukg xvW. 13. but 
when healed of their ficknefs, or delivered from their diftrefs, 
fcarce one in ten can be found " returning to give thanks to 
-God-" 

And yet as common as this fm of ingratitude is, there is 
nothing we ought more earneftly to pray againft. For what 
is more abfolutely condemned in holy fcripture than ingrati* 
tude ? Or what more peremptorily required than the contrary 
temper ? Thus fays the Apoftle, '* Rejoice evermore ; in- 
every thing give thanks," i Thef. v. 16, 18. " Be careful 
for nothing ; but in every thing by prayer and fupplication, 
with thankfgiving, let your requefts be made known unto 
God," PhiL iv. 6. 

On the contrary, the Apoftle mentions it as one of the 
higheft crimes of the GentiUs, that they were not thankful. 
** Neither were they thankful," Rom. i. 21. as alio in ano-' 
ther place, he numbers the *' unthankful," 2 Tim, iii. 2. 
amongft thofe unholy, prophane perfonf, who are to have 
their portion in the lake of fire and brimAone. 

A3 for our fins, God puts them behind his back ; but his 
mercies he will have acknowledged, ** There. is virtue gone 

out 
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dutof me," fays Jfsus Christ, Luke viii. 46. and the wo- 
nukn who was cured of her bloody ifTue, mud confefs it. And 
we generally find, when God lent any remarkable punilh- 
ment upon a particular perfon, he reminded him of the favours 
he had . received^ as fo many aggravations of his ingratitude. 
Thus whea God was about to vifit Eli's houfe, he thus cx- 
poftulates with him by his prophet : ^^ Did I plainly appear 
unto the houfe of thy fathers, when they were in Egypt ^ iii 
Pharaob*9 houfe ? And did I chufe him out of all the tribes! 
of Ifra^l^ to be my prieft, to offer upon mine Siltar, to burn 
inceafe, and to wear an ephod before me ? Wherefore kick 
}c at my facrifice^ arid at mine offermg^ which I have com* 
inanided in my Habitation, and honoured thy fohs above me,^ 
to make youtfeives fat with the chiefeft df all the offerings of 
ifrml my people ? Wherefore the Lord God of Ijjael 
iaith, t (aid indeed, that tfiy hoUfe, and the houfe of thy fa- 
ther, (touid walk before me for ever ; . biit how the Lord 
iaith, Be it far from me, (br them that honpur me will I. 
honour, and they that defpifc iiic Ihall be lightly cfteemed.'* 
I Sam. ii- 27, 28, 29, 30. 

It; was this and fuch like inftances of Gob's feverity;igainfl: 
the imtbankfUl, that inclined me to chufe the. words of the 
f^xt, as the; moft proper fubjeii I tould difcourfe on at this 
tione. 

Pour months, my good friends, we have now been upoa 
^he fea in this fbip, and " have occupied our bufinefs in thei 
g'*eat waters." At God Almighty's word, vire have feeil 
the ftormjT wind arife; which hath lifted up the waves 
thereof. We have been carried up to the heaven, and down 
fgain to the deep, and fome of our fouls melted away becaufe 
^^ the trouble j but I truft we^cryed earncftiy unto the Lord,' 
^^d he delivered us out of our dirirefs. For he made the 
"^rm t;o ceafe ^ fo that the waves thereof Were ftiJJ. Anci 
■^Vr we are glad, becaufe we are at reft, for Gob hatK 
"''Ought lis to the haven where we would be. O that yoii 
^Ould therefore praife*he Lord for his goodnefs, and declare 
jne w.oiider^ that he hath done for us, the uiivfi^orthiefl of the 
f^nsojfmen.'* 

Thus Mofes^ thus Jojhua behaved. For when they were 
^Wut to <akc their leive^ of the children of f/roil^ they re- 
VoL V"; Q ' counted 
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counted to them what great things God had done fbr them', 
as the bcft arguments and motives they could urge to engage 
them to obedience; And bo^ can I copy after better exatii- 
ples ? What fitter, what more noble motives, to hiolinefs and 
purity of living, can I lay before you, than they did ? 

Indeed, I cannot fay, that we have feen the ** pillair 6f a 
doud by day, or a pillar of fire by night," going Vifibly befbit 
us to guide our courfe; but this I can fay, that tht ftMe 
Cod who was in that pillar of a cloUd, and pillar ^ffil-e, which 
departed not from the IfYaelites^ i^hd who hfls ijiade thfc fu^i to 
i^^iile the day, and the moon to fule th^ night, hks, by hh 
good providence, dji«e£led us in oUr right way, dr clfc the 
pilot had ftecred us in vain. 

Neither can I fay. That we have (ttn the " fart ibhd 
mil," as the children of IJrael did in the days 61 ytjhu^. 
But furely God, during part of our VoJ^age, has Caufed itt6 
.Withhold fotneof that hfeat, wlikh it ufually ftnds forth *ih 
thefe wai'met^ clittiates, 6r elfe it had not fiikd, but fothc of 
you mufl have perifhed in the fidknefs that hds b^ft,^ and 
does yet continue among us. 

We have not feen the waters ftand purporefy oh art htfap, 
that we Wight pafs thrbiigh, heither hive we been pU'rfu'ed by 
PhaYaoh and his hoft, and delivered out of their hands * but 
we have been led through the fea as through a wildernefi, 
and were ottce remarkably pneferved from being run doWn by 
another fhip ; which had Got> permitted, the waters, in all 
probability. Would Immediately have overwhelmed us, ahd 
like Pharaoh and his hoft, we (hould have fuhk, as ftohes, 
into the fe^ 

We hiay, indeed, atheift like, afcribe all thefe things to 
natural caufes, and fay, " Our own fkill and forefight has 
brought us hither in fafety." But as certainly as Jesus 
Christ, the angel of the covenant, in the days bf his flefh, 
walked upon tire Water, and fald to his finking difciples, 
" Be not afraid, it is I," fo furely has the fame eveYlafting 
I AM, ** who decketh himfelf with light as with a garment, 
who f^jre^eth out the heavens like a curtain, who clafpetK 
the winds in his fift, who holdeth the waters in the hollow 6t 
Kis hands," and guided thfe wife men by a ftar in the feaft ; fa 
fiirely, I fey^ has he l^tAen, and at his command the winds 

have 
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hzve blown us whcrfc we arc now arrived. For bis provjdcnct 
rdeth all things ; " Wind and florins obey his word :" he 
fairh to it at one time. Go, and it goeth ; at another^ Come^ 
and it Cometh -, and at a third time^ Blow this way^ and it 
blowetb. 

Itishe^ my brethren^ and not we ourfelves, that has of 
late font us fuch profperous gales, and made us to ride, as it 
were, on the wings of the wind, into the haven where w# 
Would be. 

" O that you would therefore praife the Lord for his 
goodncfs,'* and by your lives declare, that you are truly thank- 
ful for the wonders he had (hewn to us, who are lefe than th^ 
leaft of the fons of men. 

I fay, declare it by yout lives. For to give him thartksi 
barely with your lipsj while your hearts are far from Him, is 
but a mock facrifice, nay^ an abomination unto the Lord. 

This was the end, the royal Pfalmift fays, GoU had in 
view, when he fhewed fuch wonder5?j from time to time, to 
the people of I/raely ^« That they might keep his ftatutes^ artd 
obfcrve his laws," Pfnlm cv* 44. and this, my good friends^ 
is the end God would have accomplifhed in us, and the only 
return he defires us to make him, for ail the benefit^ he hatti 
<:onferred upon us* 

then, let me befeech you, g\v^ to God jrOur hearts^ 
your whole hearts ; and fufFer yourfelves to be dravirn by the 
Cords of infinite love, to honour and obey him. 

Aflure yourfelves you can never ferve a better matter • fof 
his fervice is perfecft freedom 5 his yoke, when worn a littl« 
while, is exceeding eafy, his burden light; and in keeping 
Ws commandments there is great reward ; love, peace, joy in 
the Holy Ghoft here, and a crown of glory that fadeth not 
»way, hereafter. 

You may, indeed, let other lords have dominion over yoo, 
2nd Satan may promife to give you all the kingdoms of th^ 
world, and the glory of them, if you will fall dovirn and wor- 
fcip him ; but he is a liar, and was fo from the beginning ; 
^ Has not fo much to give you, as you may tread on with 
^^e fole of your foot ; or could he give you the whole world j 
y^, ih>t could not make you happy without God. It un 
I ^OB aloae, my brethren, whofe we are, in wiiofe name I 
^ G 2 . now 
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hdw fpeak, and who has of late (hewed us fuch mercies in the 
deep, that can give folid lading happincfs to your fouls j and 
he for this reafon only defircji your hearts, bccaufe without 
him you muft be mifcrable. 

Suffer me not then to go away without my errand ; as it i» 
\he laft time 1 (h^ll fpeak to you, let me not fpeak in vain; 
tut let a fenfe of the divine goodnefs lead you to repent* 
ance. 

Even Saul J that abandoned wretch, when David fliewc4 
'him his flcirt, which he bad cut ofF, when he might have alfo 
taken his life, was fo melted down with his kindnefs, that he 
lifted up his voice. and wept. And we muft have hearts harder 
than SWs, nay, harder than the nether milftone, if a fcnft 
<)f God's late loving kindneffe^, notwithftanding he might fc 
often have deftroyed us, does not even compel us to lay dowr 
our arms againft him, and become his faithful fervants aoiEi 
foldiers unto our lives end. 

If they have not this effefl upon us, we (hall, of all mcit- 
he moft miferable ; for God is juft, as well as merciful ; an< 
the more bleflings we have received here, the greater damna 
tron, if we do not improve them, (hall we incur hereafter. 

But God forbid that any of thofe (hould ever fufFer tfi 
Vengeance of eternal (ire, amongft whom, I have, for the/ 
rfour months, been preaching the gofpel of Christ ; but ye 
thus m«ft it be, if you do not improve the divine mercies^: arm 
3nftead of your being my crown of rejoicing in the day of ou 
Lord Jesus Christ, I muft appear as a fwift witnefs again ^ 
you. 

But, brethren, I am perfuaded better things of you, ar^ 
things that accompany falvation, though I thus fpeak. 

feleflied be Qod, fome marks of a partial reformation ^ 
leaft, have been vifible amongft all you that are foldiers. An 
rny weak, though iincene endeavours, to build you up in tl" 
knowledge and fear of God, have not been altogether in va"i 
in the. Lord. 

Bwcaring, I hope is, in a great meafure^ abated with yowl 

ahd Gobi I truft, has ble(red his late vifitations^ by makin 

- thcrti the means of awakening your confciences, to a mo> 

folicitous enquiry about the things which belong to your eviN 

laftkur t>eace. 

Fuli 
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Fulfil you then my joy, by continuing thus minded, and 
labour to go on to pcrfedion. For I (hall have no greatef 
pleafure than to fee, or hear, that you walk in the truth. 

Confidcr, ray good friends, you are now, as it were, ent.er* 
ingon a new world, where you will be furroundcd with mul- 
titudes of heathens 5 and if you take not heed to " have your 
converfation honeft amongft them,** and to " walk worthy of 
the holy vocation wherewith you are called,*' you will aft the 
hellifh part of Hercd's foldiers over again ; and caufe Christ's 
religion, as they did his pcrfon, to be had in derifion of thofe 
that are round about you. 

. Confider further, what peculiar privileges you have enjoyed, 
above many others that are entering on the fame land. They 
have had, as it were, a famine of the word, but you have 
rather been in danger of being furfeited with your fpiritual 
njanna. And, therefore, as more inftruftions have been given 
you, fo from you, men will moft juftly expc£t the greater 
improvement in goodnefs. 

Indeed, I cannot fay, I have difcbarged my duty towards 
you as I ought. No, I am fenfible of many faults in my 
inimflerial office, and for which I have not failed, nor, I hope, 
ever ihall fail, to humble myfelf in fecret before God. How- 
ever, this I can fay, that except a few days that have been 
^pent neceffarily on other perfons, whom God immediately 
called me to write and minilter unto, and the two laft weeks 
wherein I have; been confined by ficknefs; all the while I have 
heen aboard, I have been either aftually engaged in, or pre- 
paring myfelf for inflrufling you. And though you are now 
^0 be committed to the care of another (whofe labours I 
^^anily befeech God to blefs amongft you) yet I truft I dial J, 
^t all feafons, if need be, willingly fpend, and be fpent, for 
^^cgoodof your fouls, though the more abundantly I love 
you, the lefs I fliould be loved. . 

As for your military affairs, I haye nothing to do with 
^hem. Fear God, and you muft honour the King. Nor am 
* Well acquainted with the nature of that land which you ar^. 
I^owcome over to protedl; only this I may venture to affirm 
'li the general, that you muft neceffarily expert upon your ar- 
'jval at SI new colony, to meet with many difficulties. But 
y?"f very proftffion teaches you to endure hardfhipj " be not, 
G 3 th^cf^rc^ 
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thereforf, faint-hearted, but quit yourfelvcs like men, and be 
flrong/* Numb, xiv. Be jnot like thofe cowardly perfons, who 
were affrighted at the report of the falfc fpies, that came anrf 
faid, that there were people tall as the Anaklms to be grappled 
with, but be ye like unto Caleb and Jojhua^ all heart j and 
fay, we will a£l valiantly, for we (hall be more than con- 
querors over all difficulties through Jesus Christ that loved 
us. Above all things, my brethren, take heed, and beware of 
murmuring, like the perrerfe Ifraelitesy againft thofe that are 
fct over you ; and ** learn, whatfoever flate you (hall be in, 
therewith to be content," Phil. iv. li. 

As I have fpoken to you, I hope your wives alfo will fuffcr 
the word of exhortation, 

Your behaviour on (hipboard, efpecially the firft part of the 
voyage, I chufe to throw a cloak over ; for to ufe the mildefl; 
terms, it was not fuch as became the gofpel of our Lorq 
Jesus Christ. However, of late, blefled be God, you have 
taken more heed to your ways, and fomc of you have walked 
all the while, as became ** women profeffing godlinefs/' Let 
thofe accept my hearty thanks, and permit me to intreat you 
all in general, as you are all now married, to remember the 
folemn vow you mad^ at your entrance into the marriage ftate^ 
and fee that you be fubjeft to your own huftands, in every 
lawful thing: Beg of God to keep the door of your lips, that 
you offend not with your tongues; and walk in love, that 
your prayers be not hindered. You that have children, let 
it be your chief concern to breed them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. And live all of you fo holy and un^ 
blameablc, that you may' not fo much as be fufpefled to be 
Vnchafte ^ and as fome of you have imitated Mary Magdalen in 
her fin, ftrive to imitate her alfo in her repentance. 

As for you, failors, what fliall I fay? How fliall I addrefs 
myfelf to you ? How (hall I do that which I fo much long tq 
do; touch your hearts? Gratitude obliges me to wifli thus 
well to you. For you have often taught me many inftru<9ive 
^efTons, and reminded me to put up many prayers to Goq' 
for you, that you might receive your fpi ritual fight, 

\Vh|?n I have fecn you preparing for a fiorm, and reefing- 

youf fails to guard againft it ; how have I wlfhed that yoii 

and I Were as cartful tc^ ^void that ftorm of God's wrath^ 

•' '^ • whicla 
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whicli wiM certainly, without repentance, quickly overtake us? 
When I have obfcrved you catch at every fair gale, how have 
I fecrctly cried, O that we were as careful to know the things 
that belong to our peace, before they are for ever hid from our 
eyes ! And when I have taken notice, how fteadily you eyed 
your compafs in order to fteer aright, how have I wifhed, that 
we as fteadily eyed che word of God, which alone can pre* 
ferve us from '' making (hipwreck of faith, and a good con- 
fcience?" In (hort, there is fcarce any thing jrou do, which 
has not been a leiTon of inftru£lion to me ; and, therefore, it 
would be ungrateful in me, did I not take this opportunity 
of exhorting you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to be as wife in the things which concern your foul, as I 
have obferved you to 4>e in the affairs belonging to your 
ihip. 

I am fenflble, that the fea is reckoned but an ill fchool t^ 
learn Christ m : and to fee a devout failor, is efteemed as 
uncommon a thing, as to fee a Saul amongft the prophets. 
But whence this wondering ? Whence this looking upon a 
godly failor, as a man to be wondered at, as a fpeckled bird 
in the creation ? I am fure, for the little time I have come 
in and out amongft you, and as far as I can judge from the 
little experience I have had of things, I fcarce know any 
''^ay of life, that is capable of greater improvements than 
yours. 

The continual danger you are in of being overwhelmed 
"7 the great waters ; the many opportunities you have of be- 
'^olding God's wonders in the deep; the happy retirement 
you enjoy from worldly temptations j and the daily occafions 
^hat arc offered you, to endure hardfliips, are fuch noble 
'^^eans of promoting the fpiritual life, that were your hearts 
"ent towards God, you would apcount it your happincfs, 
^hat his providence has called you, to ".go down to the fea 
*n ftips, and to occupy your bufinefs in the great waters." 

The royal Pfalmift knew this, and, therefore, in the words 
^f the text, calls more efpecially on men of your employ, to 
*' praife the Lord for his goodnefs, and declare the wonders 
^^ doth for the children of men." 

And O that you would be wife in time, and hearken to his 
voice lo-day, ** whdft it is called to-day !" For ye yourfelvis 
' ■ G 4 know 



know how little is to be done on a (ick bed. God ba3, ^ 
zn e(]>ecial manner, of late, invited you to repentance: ti^ 
of your crew he has taken ofF by death, and moft of you he 
has nicfcifully vifited with a grievous iicknefs. The terroniqf 
^heXoRD have been upon you, and when burnt with a fcprcb- 
ing fever, fome of you have crjed out, *f What fliall wc do tp 
be favcd f *' Remember then the refoltitions you made, wbcp 
you thought Gop w^s about to tfike a>yay your fouls j and 
fee that according to your promifes, you fli€\y forth yoitf 
thankfulnefs, not only with y<our lips, but in your lives. Fctf 
though Ggd may bear long, he will not forbear always; ani. 
if thcfc fignal mercies ar.cj judgments do pet Icaci you to re«- 
pentpnce, afiure yourfelves tjicre y/ill at laft come a fiery 
tempeft, from the prefence of the Lord, which will fwcep 
away you, and all other adverfaries of God. . *», 

I am pbfitive, neither you nor the foldjers have wantelJ",' nor 
will want any manner of encouragement to piety and holine^ 
of livii'g, from thofe two per Tons who have here the govertU- 
mcnt over you ; for they have been /«cb helps to me inmy 
iTiiiiiftry, apd have fo readily concurred in every thi|ig for your 
good, that they may juftly demand a publip acknowledgment 
of thanjcs both from you and mc. 

Permit me, my honoured friends, in the name of^both 
clafles of your people, to return you hearty thanks for the caije 
and tendernefs you have exprefled for the welfare of their 
better parts. 

As for the private favours you have (hewn to my perfon, { 
hope fo deep a fenfe of them is imprinted on my heart, that I 
ihall plead them before God in prayer, as long as I live. 

But J have ftill ftrongcr obligations to intercede iti yottf 
behalf. For God, ever adored be his free grace in CfiRisj 
Jesus ! has fet his feal to my miniftry in your hearts. Some 
diftant pangs of the-new-birth I have obferved to come upon 
you ; and God forbid that I fliould fin againft the Lord, by 
ceafmg to pray, that the good work begun irj your fouls, may 
be carried on till the day of oor Lord Jesus Christ. 

The time of our departure from each other is now at hancl- 

and you are going out into a world of temptations. But thougl* 

. abfent in body, let us be prefent with each other in fpirit j anc 

God, I truft, will enable you to be fmgularly good, to t^ 

I ' read- 
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ready to be accounted fools for Christ's fake ;, and then we 
(hall meet never to part again in the kingdom of our Father 
jivhich is in heaven. 

To you, my companions and familiar friends,, who cam« 
,o?cr with me to fojourn in a ftrange land, -do I in the next 
place addrefs myfelF. For you I efpecially fear, as well as for ' 
myfelf ; becaufe as we take iweet cpunfel together ofrner than 
others, and as you are let into a more intimate friendlbip with 
me in private liie^ the eyes of all men will.be upon you to 
lioteeyen the minMteft mifcarriage) and, therefore, it highly 
iKMicerns you to " walk circiimfpedly towards thofe that arc 
without," I hope, that nothing but a fingle eye to God's glory 
and the falvation of your own fouls, brought you from your 
kative country. Remember then the end of your coming 
J^ither, and you can never do amifs. Be patterns of induftry, 
;uwcll as of piety, to thofe who (hall be around you; and 
ab6ve all things let us have fuch fervent charity amongft our- 
fclves, that it ii^ay be faid of us, as of the primitive chriftians, 
?' See how the chriftians love one another," 
. And now I have been fpeaking toothers particularly, I have 
0^ general requeft to make to all, and that vgth reference 
tomyfelf. 

Ypu have heard, my dear friends, how I have been ex- 
horting every one of you to (hew forth your thankfulnefs for 
Ithc divine goodnefs, not only with your lipsj but in your lives: 
B»t " phyfician heal thyfelf," may juftly be retorted on me. 
For (without any falfe pretences to humility) I find my own 
heart fo little inclined to this duty of thankfgiving for the 
benefits I have received, that I had need fear fliaring HezekiaJ/s, 
fct«, who becaufe he was lifted up by, and not thankful 
enough for, the great things God had done for him, was given 
wp a prey to the pride of his own heart. 

I need, therefore, and beg your moft importunate petitions 
ft the throne of grace, that no fuch evil may befal me ; that 
jhc more God exalts me, the more I may debafe myfelf ; and 
that after I have preached to others, I myfelf may not be caft 
away. ' ' ' 

And now, brethren, into God's hands I commend your 
fpirits, who^ | Uuft, through his infinite mercies in Christ 

Jesus, 
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Jbsus, will preferve you blamelefs, till his feconcl coming t^ 
judge the world, 

Excufe my detaining you fo long ; perhaps it is the laft 
time I fhall fpeak to you : my heart is full^ and out of the 
abundance of it» I could continue my difcouife until midnight 
But I muft away to your new world j may God give you new 
hearts, and enable you to put in pra^ice what you have hevi 
from time to time, to be your duty, and I need not wifli yoc 
any thing better. For then God will fo blefs you, ttiat " yo« 
will build you cities to dwell in; then will you fow yoai 
lands and plant vineyards, which will yield you fruits of in- 
creafe," PfaL cvii. 36, 37, ** Then your oxen fliall be ftronj 
to labour, there (hall be no leading into captivity, and no com< 
plaining in your ftreets ^ then (hall your fons grow up as thi 
young plants, and your daughters be as the polilhed cornen 
of the temple : then fhall your garners be full and plenteou! 
with all manner of (lore, and your (heep bring forth thou- 
fands, and ten thoufands in your ftreets," PfaL cxliv. If 
(hort, then fliall the LoRP be your God ; and aa furd^ aS 
he has now brought us to this haven, where we would be. 
fo fuiely, after we have paft through the (lorms and tempeft 
of this troublefome world, will he bring us to the haven ol 
eternal reft, where we (hall have nathing to do, but to praifi 
him for ever for his goodnefs, and declare, in never-ceafinj 
fongs of praife, the wonders he has done for us, and all tb< 
pther fons of men, 

f' To which blefled reft, God of his infinite mercy briiii 
*' us all, through Jesus Christ our Lord ! ta whocn 
f^ wilh the Pather and Holy Ghaft be all honour an^ 
^^ glory, might, majefty, and dominion^) now, henceforth, 
*^ and for evermore. Jn^eri:, Anun,^' 
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SERMON VIII. 

The Ncccflity and Benefits of Religious Society, 

ECCLES. iv. 9, 10, I J, iz. 

Two are better than One^ hecaufe tbey have a good Re^ 

ward for their Labour, 
for if tbqfall^ the One will lift up bis Fellow: But wo^ 
be to him that is alone when he falletb j for he hath not 
another to help him up. 
f^ain^ if Two lie together^ then they have heat ; but how 

can One he warm alone? 
*^ni if One prevail againji him. Two fliall withjland him ; 
and a threefold Cord is not quickly broken. 



A MONG the many rcafons affignable for the fad decay 

^jtjL of true chrtjiianity, perhaps the negle£ting to affemble 

ovrfclves together, in religious focieUes^ may not be one of the 

ieaft. That I may therefore do my endeavour towards pro- 

«noting fo excellent a means of piety, I have felefted a pafTage 

of fcriptUTC drawn from the experience of the wifeft of men, 

which being a little enlarged on and illuftrated, wilj fijjly 

anfwer my prefent defign ; being to (hew, in the beft manner 

J Can, the neceffity and benefits Oii fpciety in general, and of 

^^Hgious fociety in particular, 

** Two are better than one, &c." 
Trom which words I fhall take occafion to prove, 
J/V/?, The truth of the wife man's affertion, ** Two are 

t^^tter than one," and that in reference to fgciery in general, 

?^nd religious fociety in particular. 

Secondly^ 
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Secondly^ To affiga fome reafons why two are better than 
one, efpecially as to the laft particular, i. Becaufe men can 
)-aife up one another when they chance to flip : '^ For if they 
fall, the one will lift up his fellow." 2.' Becai/fe they tan 
impart heat to each other : '' Again, if two lie together, then 
they have heat ; but how can one be warm alone ?" 3. Be- - 
caufe they can fecure each other from thofe that do oppqfc r 
them : *' And if one prevail againft him, two (hall withftand 
him ; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken." From 
hence. 

Thirdly^ I fliall take occafion to fljew the duty incumbent 
on every member of a religious fociety. 

And Fourthly^ I fliall' draw an inference or two from what 
may be faid ; and then conclude with a word or two of ex- 
hortation. 



Fhjiy I am to prove the truth of the wife manV aflertion, 
that " two are better than one," and that in reference to 
ibciety in general, and religious focieties in particular. 

And how can this be done better, than by (hewing, that. it 
is abfolutely neccfTary for the welfare both of the bodies and 
fouls of men ? Indeed, jf w§ look upon man as he came out 
of the hands of his Maker, we imagine him to be perfed, 
entire, lacking nothing. But-GoD, whqfe thoughts- are not 
as our thoughts, faw fomething ftill wanting to make y/^Arw 
happy. And what was th^t ? Why, an help meet for him. 
For thus fpeaketh the fcripture : '* And the Lord God faid, 
It is not good that the man (hould be alone, I will make an 
help me^ for him*" 

Obferve, God faid, '' It is not good," thereby implying 
that the creation would have been imperfei^^, in fome forty 
unlefs an help was found out meet for Adam, And if ibif 
was the cafe of man before the fall ^ if an help was meet for 
him in a (late of perfection ; furely fince the fall, when wc 
come naked and helplefs out of our mother's womb, when 
our wants increafe with our years, and v/e can fcarcely fuljfift 
a day without the mutual affiflance of each other, well Diajf 
we fay, *' It is not good for man to be alone." 

Society then, we fee, is abfolutely necefTary in rcfpcS ^9 

Qur bodily and perfonal wants. If wc carry oui view fartii«'« 

r-/ ■ " . . -^ ..... . ^^ 
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id confider mankind as divided intb different cities, coun- 
ies, and nations, the neccfTity of it will appear yet more cvi- 
ent. For how can communities be kept up, or commerce 
arried on, without fociety ? Certainly not at a!l,^fincc pro* 
idcnce fceqis wifely to have affigned a particular produdl to 
dmoft each particular country, on purpofe, as it were, to 
oblige us to be fecial ; and hath fo admirably mingled the 
parts of the whole body of mankind together, *• that the eye 
cannot fay to the hand, I have no need of thee; nor again, 
the hand to the foot, I have no need of thee." 

Many other inftances might be given of the neceffity of 
fociety, in reference to our bodily^ perfonal, and xjational 
wants. But what are all thefe when weighed in the balance 
of the fanftuary, in comparifon of the infinite greater need of 
it, with refped to the foul ? It was chiefly in regard to this 
better part, no doubt, that God faid, *' It is not good for the 
man to be alone." For, let us fuppofe Adam to be as happy 
as may be, placed as the Lord of the creation in the paradife 
of God, and fpending all his hours in adoring and praiGng the 
blefled Author of his being'; yet as his foul was the very copy 
of the divine nature, whofe peculiar property it is to be com- 
municative, without the divine all-fufficiency he could not be 
compleatly happy, becaufe he was alone and incommunicative, 
nor even content in paradife, for want of a partner in his joys. 
God knew this, and therefore faid, ** It is not good that the 
man (hall be alone, I will make a help meet for him." And 
though this proved a fatal means of his falling ; yet that was 
not owing to any natural confequence of fociety ; but partly 
to that curfed apoflate, who craftily lies in wait to deceive^ 
^partly to Adorns own folly, in rather chufing to be miferable 
with one he loved, than cruft in God to raife him up another 
(poufe. 

If we reflc£^ indeed on that familiar iotercourfe, our firfi; 
parent could carry on with heaven, in a ftate of innocence, we 
ihall be apt to think he had as little need of fociety, as to his 
foul, as before we fuppofed him to have, in refpecl to his 
body. But yet^ as GoD and the holy angels were fo far 
abovie him on the one hand, and the beads fo far beneath him 
bQ the other, there was nothing like having one to converfe 
Mth| who was ^ bone of his bone, and flefh of his flelh/' 

Man, 
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Man, then^ could not be fully happy, we fee, even in panfk 
dife, without a companion of his own fpecies, much lefs noir ^ 
be is driven out. For, let us view him a little in bis naturrf 
eftate now, ' fince the fall, as ^* having bis underilandiiw 
darkened, his mind alienated from the life of God;'* asM 
more able to fee his way wherein he (hould go, than a hlioi 
man to defcribe the fun : that notwithftanding this, he mul 
receive his fight ere he can fee God : and that if be never fcei 
him, he never can be happy. Let us view him in this light 
(or rather this darknefs) and deny the necefCty of fociety if we 
can. A divine revelation we find is abfolutely neceflary, we 
being by nature as unable to know, as we are to do our dutf* 
And how Ihall we learn except one teach us? But was Goti. 
to do this himfelf, how fhould we, but with Mofisy ekcecdi- 
ingly quake and fear i Nor would the miniftry of angels in 
this affair, be without too much terror. It is necefTary, thew^ 
fore (at leaft God's dealing with us hath fhewed it to befe) 
that we fhould be drawn with the cords of a man. And thk( 
a divine revelation being granted, we ihould ufe one anothcr*i 
affiflance, under God, to inftrud each other in the know- 
ledge, and to exhort one another to the praftice of thofc 
things which belong to our everlafting peace. This is un- 
doubtedly the great end of fociety intended by God finrt; 
^he fall., and a ftrong argument it is, why " two are Better 
than one," and why we fhould *« not forfakc the afTembling 
ourfelves together.'* 

But farther, let us con fider ourfelves as chriftians, as having 
this natural veil, in feme meafure, taken off from our eyes bf 
M\e affiftanc9 of God's holy Spirit, and fo enabled to fee what 
ne requires of us. Let us fuppofe ourfelves in fome degree ta 
have tafted the good word of life, and to have felt the powers 
of the world to come, influencing and moulding our fouls into 
a religious frame: to be fully and heartily convinced that we 
are foldiers lifted under the banner of Christ, and to have 
proclaimed open war at our baptifm, againft the world, tbc 
ikfh, and the devil ; and have, perhaps, frequently renewed 
ottr obligations fo to do, by partaking of the Lord's fuppers 
that we are furrounded with millions of foes without, and in- 
fefted with a legion of enemies within : that we are cotw- 

raanded to fhinc as Hghts ki the world, in the mWft of ^ 

crooked 
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)oked and pcrverfe generation : that we are travelling to a 
ig eternity, and need all imaginible helps to Ihew, and cn- 
urage us in our way thither. Let us, I fay, reflea on all 
is, and then how (hall each of us cry out, brethren, what 
neceflary thing it is to meet together in religious focicties? 
The primitive chriftians were fully fenfible of this, and 
lerefore we find them continually keeping up communion 
ith each other : for what fays the fcripture ? They con- 
aued ftcdfaftly in the apoftlc's doflrine and fellowflxip, A6ls ii., 
i. Ptter and "John were no fooner difmiffed by the great court- 
il, than they hafte away to their companions. *• And being 
et at liberty they came to their own, and told them all thefc 
hings which the high prieft had faid unto them," A^s iv. 23* 
W, as foon as converted, " tarried three days with the dif- 
Sples that were at Dama[tu%^^ A£li ix. 19. And Petir aftcr- 
rards, when releafed from prifon, immediately goes to th^ 
loufe of -^dry, where there werfe •* great multitudes affem- 
)Icd, praying," A6ii xii. 12. Afid it is reported of the 
triftians in after-ages, that they ufed to affemble together 
)efore day-light, to fing a pfalm to Christ as God. So 
)rccious was the Communion cfSuiiiU in ihofe days. 
If it be afked, what advantages we (hall reap from fuch a 
)rocedure now ? I anfwer, much every way. *« Two are 
Jetter than one, becaufe they have a good rfe ward for their 
abour : for if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow; but 
voe be to him that is alone When he falleth, fpr he haih not 
mother to help him up. Again, if two lie together, then 
hey have heat ; but how can one be warm alone ? And if 
5ne prevail againft him, two (hall withftand him ; and a ^ 
hreefold cord is not quickly broken.'* 

Which direftly leads me to my Second geperal head, un- 
der which I was to affign fome reafoiis why *' two are 
better than one," efpecially in Religious Society. 

I. As man in his prefent condition cannot always ftand 
'upright, but by rcafon of the frailty of his nature cannot but 
[all; one eminent reafon why two are better than one, or, 
'^ other words, one great advantage of religious fociety is. 

That when they fall, the one will lift up bis feJlow. 

And 
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And an excellent reafon thls^ indeed! For alas] wlien 
we reflefl: how prone wc arc to be drawn into error in oar 
judgments, and into vice in our practice; and how unable, 
at leaft how very unwilling, to efpy or correct our own mi(- 
carriages ; when we confider how apt the world is to flatter us- 
in our faults, and how few there are fo kind as to tell us the 
truth ; what an ineftimable privilege muft it be to have a fet 
of true, judicious, hearty friends about us, continually watch- 
ing over our fouls, to inform us where wc have fallen, ani 
to vvarsi us that we fall not again for the future. Surely it is 
fuch a privilege, that (to ufe the words of an eminent chrif- 
tian) we fnall never know the value thereof, till wc comcta 
glory. 

Eut this is not all ; for fuppofing that we could always 
ftand upright, yet whofoever reflects on the difficulties of re- 
ligion in general, and his own propcofity to lukcwarmncfi 
and iijdifFerence in particular, will find that he mufl: be ica^ 
lous as well as fteady, if ever he expe£ls to enter the king^ 
dom of heaven. Here, then, the wife man points out to u< 
another excellent reafon why two are better than one; 
*« Again, if two lye together, then they have heat j but ho«r 
can one be warm alone ?" Which was the next thing to be 
confidered. 

2. A fecond reafon why two are better than one, is bccaufi 
they can impart heat to each other. 

It is an obfervation no lefs true than common, that kindled 
coals, if placed afunder, foon go out, but if heaped together^ 
quicken and enliven each other, and afford a lafting heat- 
The fame will hold good in the cafe now before us. If chri- 
flians kindled by the grace of God, unite, they will quickeii 
and enliven each other ; but if they feparate and keep afun- 
der, no marvel if they foon grow cool or tepid. If two.oi 
three theet together in Christ's name, they will have heat: 
but how cart one be warm alone f 

Obferve, ** HoW can one be warm alone ?" The' wiP 
man's exprefling himfelf by way of qucftion, implies an iffl- 
poflibiiity, at leaft a very great difHculty, to be warm in reli- 
gion without company, where it may be had. Behold here 
then, another excellent benefit flowing from religious focicty. 

i 
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ft. will keep lis zealous, as well as fieady. Id the wa^s of 

|odiint(ii« 

But to illuftrate this a little farther by acomparifon or two; 
Let us look upon ourfelves (as was above hinted) as foldiers 
Kfted under Christ's banner ; as going out with *^ ten 
thoufahd, to meet one that cometh againft us with twenty thou- 
land ;" as perfons that are to *< wrcftle not only with fleih 
tind blood, but againft principalities, againft powers, and fpi^ 
ritual wickednefies in high places." And then tell me, all 
yc that fear God, 'if it be not an invaluable privilege to have 
I company of fellow foldiers continually about us, animaU 
ing and exhorting each other to ftand our ground^ to keep 
our ranks, and manfully to follow the captain of our falva- 
lion, though it be through a fea of blocd ? 

Let us confider ourfelves in another view before mentione^d, 
W perfons travelling to a long eternity j as 1-efcued by the 
free grace of God, in feme meafure, from our natural E^yp- 
tian bondage, and marching under the condufb of our fpiri- 
tual Jo/hua^ through the wildernefs of this. world, to the land 
of our heavenly Canaan, Let us farther rcfledl how apt we 
arc to ftartle at every diificulty ; to cry, ** There are lions ! 
There are lions in the way ! There are the fons k^^ Analt* 
to be grappled with, ere we can poflefs the promifed land : 
How prone we are, with Loi\ wife, to look wifhfully back 
on our fpiritual Sodom^ or, with the foolifh tfraelites^ to long 
«gain for the flefti-pots of Egypt ; and to return to our former 
natural ftate of bondage and flavery. Confider this^ my bre- 
ihren, and fee what a bleffed privilege it will be to have a fet 
^Ufraelius lUdccd about us, always reminding us of the folly of 
tny fuch cowardly defign, and of the intolerable mifery we fhall 
'un into^ if we fall in the leaft fhort of the promifed land. 

More might be faid on this particular, did not the limits 
of a difcourfe of this nature oblige me to haften, 

3. To give a third rcafon, mentioned by the wife man ia 
the tejct, why two are better than one ^ becaufe they can fe- 
Cure each other from enemies v^ithout. ** And if one prevail 
tgainft him, yet two fhall wichftand him : and a threefold 
cord is hot quickly broken." 

Hitherto we have confidcred the advantages of religious 
focieties, as a great prefervative againft falling (at leaft dan- 

Vo-L, V, H gcroufly 
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geroufly falling) into fin and lukewarmnefe, arfd that too fron 
our own corruptions. But what fays the wife fon of Siracbt 
•* My fon, when thou gocft to fcrve the Lord, prepare thy 
foul for temptation :" and that not only from inward, but 
outward foes ; particularly from thofe two grand adverfaries, 
the world and the devil : for no fooner will thine eye be bent 
heavenward, but the former will be immediately diverting it . 
another way, telling thee thou needed not be Angular in order 
to be religious ; that you may be a chriftian without going fo ^\ 
much out of the common road. 

Nor will the devil be wanting in bis artful infinuationsii 
or impious fuggeftions, to divert or terrify thee from preffing 
Forwards, " that thou mayft lay hold on the crown of life.? - 
And if he cannot prevail tj[iis way, he will try another; and, 
in order to make his temptation the more undifcerned, but 
withal more fuccefsful, he will employ, perhaps, fome of thy 
jieareft relatives, or moft powerful friends, (as he fet Pttir 
on our blefied Mafter) who will always be bidding thee to 
fpare tihyfelf ; telling thee thOu needeft not take fo much painsj. 
that it is not fo difficult a matter to get to heaven as fope 
people would make of it, nor the way fo narrow as otheri 
imagine it to be. 

But fee here the advantage of religious company > for fup- 
pofing thou findcft thyfelf thus furrounded on every fide, ao4 . 
unable to withftand fuch horrid (though feemingly friendly.) 
counfels, hafte away to thy companions, and they will teach 
thee a truer and better leflbn j they will tell thee, that thou 
muft be fingular if thou wilt be religious i and that it is as 
jmpoflible for a chriftian, as for a city fet upon a hill, to be 
hidden : that if thou wilt be an almoft chriftian (and as goo4 
be none at all) thou mayeft live in the fame idle, indifferent 
manner as thou feeft moft other people do : but if. thou wilt 
be not only almoft, but altogether a chriftian, they will inform 
thee thou muft go a great deal farther : that thou muft not only 
faintly feek, but ** earneftly ftrivc to enter in at the ftf«t 
gate :'* that there is but one way now to heaven as formerly 
even through the narrow paftage of a found converfion : 9x4 
that in order to bring about this mighty work, thou muft iinr 
dergo a conftant, but neceftary difcipline of fafting, watch- 
ing, and prayer* And therefore, the only reafon- why thofe 

fciends 
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friwds givfe thee fuch advice, is, becaufe they are ftot willing 
take fo much pains themfelves ; or, as our Saviour told 
^gter on a like occafion^ becaufe they *' favour not the things 
hat be of God, but the things that be of men," 

This then, is another excellent blefling arifing from i*eli- 
;ious fociety, that friends can hereby fecure each other frorrt 
hofc who oppofe them. . The devil is fully fetifible of this, 
sA therefore he has always done his utmoft to fupprefs, and 
nit a flop to the communion of faints. This was bis grand 
irtifice at the firft planting of the gofpel j to perfccute the 
)rofcflbrsof it, in order to feparate them. Which, though 
3oD, as he always Iwill, over-ruled for the better ; yet, it 
hews, what an enmity he has againft chriftians aflembling 
themfelves together. Nor has he yet left ofF his old ftrata- 
gctti; it being his ufual way to entice us by* ourfelves, in 
order to tempt us ; where^ by being dcftitute of one another's 
help, he hopes to lead us captive at his will. 

But, on the contrary, knowing his own intereft is ftrength- 
cncd by fociety, he would firft perfuade us to negledl thd 
communion of faints, and then bid us •* ftand in the way 
"offinners," hoping thereby to put us into the feat of the 
fcornful. Judas and Peter are melancholy inftanccs of this* 
The former had no fooner left his company at fupper, but he 
went out atid betrayed his mafter : and the difmal downfal 
of the latter, when he would venture himfelf artiongft a com- 
pany of enemies, plainly (hews us what the devil will endea- 
vour to do, when he gets us by ourfelves. Had Peter kept 
his own company, he might have fcept his integrity j but a 
fingle cord, alas ! how quickly was it broken ? Our blcfled 
Saviour knew this full well, and therefore it is very obfervable, 
that he always fent out his difciples '* two by two.'* 

And now, after fo many advantages to be reaped from re- 
ligious fociety, may we not veryjuftly cry out with the 
wife man in my text, «' Woe be to him that is alone 5 /or 
when he falleth, he hath not another to lift him up ?" When 
Ik is cold, he hath not a friend to warm him; when he is 
sAnlted^ he hath not a fecond to help him to withftand his 
^my. 

in. I now come to my third general head, under which 

was to be (hewn the feveral duties incumbent on every 

H 2 member 
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member of a religious focicty, as Aich, which are threo 
I. Mutual reproof; 2. Mutual exhortation; 3. Mutiil 
aflifiing and defending each other* 

1. Mutual reproof. " Two are better than one; for when 
they fall, the one will lift up his fellow." 

Now, reproof may be taken either in a more extenfilf 
fenfe, and then it fignifies our raifing a brother b^ the geniieft 
means, when he falls into fm and error ; or in a oiore 
reftrained dgnification, as reaching no farther than thofe 
mifcarriages, which unavoidably happen in the moft holf 
men living. 

The wife man, in the text, fuppofes all of us AibjeA to 
both : " For when they fall (thereby implying that each of 
us may fall) the one will lift up his fdlow." From whence 
we may infer, that ** when any brother is overtaken viutb4 
fault, he that is fpiritual (that is, regenerate, land knows tbf 
corruption and weaknefs 6f human nature) ought to refipre 
fuch a one in the fpirit of meeknefs." And why be ihouU 
do fo, the apofile fubjoins a reafon " confidering thyfelf, left 
thou alfo be tempted ;'' i. e* confidering thy own frailty^ 
left thou alfo fall by the like temptation. 

We are all frail uuftable creatures; and it is merely^owing 
to the free, grace and good providence of God that we run 
not into the fame exccfs of riot with other men. Every of- 
fending brother, therefore, claims our pity ^rather than our 
refentment ; and each member fhould ftrive to be the moft 
forward, as well as moft gentle, in reftoring him to bis foe- 
mer ftate. 

But fuppofing a perfon not to be overtaken, but to fall 
wilfully into a crime ; yet who art thou that dcnieft forgive^, 
nefe to thy offending brother ? *^ Let him that fiandeth take 
heed left he fall." Take ye, brethren, the holy apoftles at 
eminent examples for you to learn by, how you ought t^ 
behave in this matter. Confider how quickly they joined tbo 
right hand of fellowfliip with PeUr^ who had fo wilfully d«r 
nied his mafter : for we find John and him together but two; 
days after, John xx. 2. And ver. 19, we find him a^ow 
bled with the reft. So foon did they forgive, fo foon aifo- 

., ciaw 
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ciitt With their finful, yet relenting brother. . " Let us go 
•nd"do likewifc." 

But there is another kind of reproof incumbent on every 

©ember of a religious fociety j namely, a g^rttie rebuke for 

Ibme mifcarriagc or other, which though not a(^ually (inful, 

|f* may become the occafion of fin. This indeed feems a 

dore eafy, but perhaps will be found a more difficult point 

thia the former : for when a perfon has really finned, he can* 

not but own his brethrens reproof to be juft ; whereas, when 

k was only for fome little mifcondudl:, the pride that is in 

our natures will fcarce fufFer us to brook it. But however 

ungrateful this pill may be to our brother, yet if we have 

lay concern for his welfare, it muft be adminiltered by fome 

friendly hand or other. By all means then let it be applied ; 

•oly, like a ikilful phyfician, gild over the ungrateful pill, 

and endeavour, if poffiblc, to deceive thy brother into 

health and foundnefs. *^ Let all bitternefs, and wrath, and 

malice, and evil-fpeaking, be put away" from it. Let the 

patient know, his recovery is the only thino; aimed at, and 

that thou delighted not caufelefly to grieve iby brother ; then 

thou canft not want fuccefs. 

-2. Mutual exhortation is the fecond duty refulting from the 
words of the text. *' Again, if two lye together, then they 
have heat." 

Obferve, the wife man fuppofes it as impoflible for reli- 
jious perfons to meet together, and not to be the warmer for 
each other's company, as for two perfons to lye in the fame 
bed, and yet freeze with cold. But now, how is it poffible 
to communicate heat to each other, without mutually ftirring 
up the gift of God which is in us, by brotherly exhortation i 
Let every member then of a religious fociety write that zea- 
lous apoftle's advice on the tables of his heart; *' See that. 
ye exhort, and provoke one another to love, and to good 
•works ; and fo much the more, as you fee the day of the 
Lord approaching." Believe me, brethren, we have need 
of exhortation to roufe up our fleepy fouls, to fet us upon 
our watch againft the temptations of the world, the flefii, and 
the devil j to excite us to renounce ourfelvcs, to take up our 
^f^ffes, and follow our blefled mafter, and the glorious com- 
pany of faints and martyrs, *' who through faith have fought 
H 3 the 
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the good fijght, and are gone before us to inherit the promifes.** 
A third part, therefore, of the time wherein a religious fo- 
ciety meets, feems neceflTary to be fpent in this importaiil' 
duty : for what avails it to have our underftandings enlight- 
ened by pious reading, unlefs our wills are at the fame time 
inclined, and inflamed by mutual exhortation, to put it in 
pra£lice ? Add alfo, that this is the beft way both to receiw 
and impart light, and the only means to preferve and increafii 
. that warmth and heat which each perfon firft brought with 
him \ God fo ordering thfs, as all other fpiritu^ gi^ts^ thtt 
^' to him that hath, i. e. improves and communicates wblt 
he hath, (hall be given ; but from him that hath not, ordoci 
not improve the heat he hath, fhall be taken away even tbat 
which he feemed to have." So needful, foxefTeqtially necct 
fary, is exhortation to the good of fociety. 

3. Thirdly, The text points out another duty incumbent 
on every member of a religious focjety, to defend each other 
from thofe that do bppofe them. " And if on^ prevail againft 
him, yet two (hall withftand him ; and a threefold cord it 
not quickly brok* n." 

Here the wife man takes it for granted, that offences wil* 
come, nay, and that they may prevail too. And this is nd 
more than our blcfled rnafter has long fince told us. Not, in- 
deed, that there is any thing in chriftianity itfelf that has the 
leaft tendency to give rife t^o, or promote fuch offences ; N(y> 
on the contrary, it breathes nothing but unity and love. 

But fo it is, that ever fince the fatal fentencc pronounced 
by God, after our fiift parents fall, " I will put enmity bcr 
tween thy feed and her kcd^,'* he that is born after the flefli» 
the unregeneratc unconverted finner, has in all ages ** pei-^ 
fccutcd him that is born after the fpirit:" and fo it always 
will be. Accordingly we fiiKl an early proof given of this in 
the inftance of C3//2 and yiheii of Jjhmael and Ifaac; and ol 
Jacob and Efau. And, indeed, the whole Bible contains litlk 
elfe but an hiftory of the great and continued oppofition be* 
twccn the children of this world, and the children of Goi> 
The firft chriftians were remarkable examples of this ; aW 
though thofe troubjefome times, blefled be GoD, are no^ 
pver, yet the apoftle has laid it down as a general rule, an< 
all who are fmcere experimentally prove the truth of it ; tha 
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^ibcy that will live godly in Christ Jesusj muft (lo the 
tnd of the world, in fome degree or other) fufFer perfecution.'* 
I That therefore this may not make us defert our blefled ma- 
iler's caufe, every member (hould unite their forces, in order 
to ftand againft it. And for the bitter effe£ling this, each 
would do well, from time, to time, to communicate his expe- 
riences, grievances, and temptations, and beg his companions 
(firft afking God's afliftance, without which all is nothing) 
toadminifter reproof, exhortation, or comfort, as his cafe 
requires : fo that " if one cannot prevail againft it, yet two 
ihall withftand it ; and a threefold (much lefs a many-fold) 
cord will not be quickly broken." 

IV. But it is time for me to proceed to the fourth general 
thing propofed, to draw an inference or two from what 
has been faid. 

I. And firft, if " two are better than one," and the ad- 
vantages of religious fociety are fo many and fo great ; then 
it is the duty of every true chriftian to fet on foot, eftablifli 
and promote, as much as in him lyes, focieties of this na- 
ture. And I believe we may venture to affirm, that if ever 
afpirit of true chriftianity is revived in the world, it muft be 
brought about by fome fuch means as this. Motives, furely, 
cannot be wanting, to ftir us up to this commendable and 
neccflary undertaking : for, granting all hitherto advanced to 
be of no force, yet methinks the Angle confideration, that 
great part of our happinefs in heaven will confift in the Com- 
mnion of Saints j or that the intereft as well as piety of thofe 
who differ from us, is ftrengthened and fupported by nothing 
more than their frequent meetings ; either of thefe confider- 
^tions, I fay, one would think, fhould induce us to do our 
utmoft to copy after their good example, and fettle a lafting 
ind pious communion of the faints on earth. Add to this, 
that we find the kingdom of darknefs eftablifhed daily by fuch 
like means j and {hall not the kingdom of Christ be fet in 
oppofition againft it ? Shall the children of Belial aflemble 
and ftrengthen each other in wickcdnefs ; and fliall not the 
children of God unite, and ftrengthen themfelves in piety ? 
Shall focieties on focieties be countenanced for midnight; re- 
H 4 veilings. 
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velling9, and the promoting of vice, and fcarceljL one \>c 
found intended for the propagation of virtue? Be aftonifliedy 
O heavens at this ! 

2. But this Ipads me to a fecond inference ; namely, to 
warn perfons of the great danger thofe arc in, who either hj 
their fubfcriptlons^ prefence, or approbation, promote fo- 
cieties of a quite oppofite nature to religion. 

And here I would not he under(lood, to mean only thoft 
public meetings which are defigned manifcfily for nothing 
elfe but revellings and banquetings, for chambering and wan* 
tonnefs, and at which a modeft heathen would blu(h to be 
prefent j but alfo thofe fe^mingly innocent entertainments 
and meetings, which the politer part of the world are fo very 
fond of, and fpend fo much time in : but which', notwitb^ 
ftanding, keep as many perfons from a fenfe of true religion, 
as doth intemperance, debauchery, or any other crime what- 
ever. Indeed, whilft we are in this world, we muft bavo 
nroper relaxations, to fit us both for the bufinefs of our pro- 
feffion, and religion. But then, for 'perfons who call them- 
felves chriftians, that have folemnly vowed at their baptifal, 
%o renounce the vanities of this finful world j that are cora- 
manded in fcripture '* to abftain from all appearance of evilf 
and to have their converfation jn heaven :" for fuch perfon5 
as thefe to fupport meetings, which (to fay no worfe of them) 
arc vain and trifling, and have a natural tendency to draw 
f)fF pur rninds from God, i§ abfurd, ridicqious, and (inful. 
Surely two are not better than one in this cafe : No | it is tq 
be wifhed there was not one to he found concerned in it;. Th«{ 
fooner we forfake the aflembling oyrfelves together in fuch a 
planner, the better; ^nd no matter how quickly the cor4 
ihat holds fuch fqcieties (vyras it a thou fund- fold) is broken. 

But you, brethren, have not fo learned Christ : but, oH 
the contrary, like true difciples of your Lord and MaftcTi 
have by the blefling of GoD (as this evening's folemnitj 
abundantly teftifies) happily fornped yourfclves into fuch fo*? 
fietiej, which, if duly, attended on, and improved, cannot 
hut {trengtben you in your chriftian warfare, and ** make 
you fruitful in every good word and work.'* 

What remains for me, but, as was propofcd, in the laft 

place, to clofe what has becii faid, in a word or two, by waf 
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•f exhortation, and to befecch you, in the name of our Lord 
Jesvs Christ, to go on in the way you have begun j and 
by a conftant confcientious attendance on your refpedive fo- 
ciedes, to difcountenance vice, encourage virtue, and build 
each other up in the knowledge and fear of God. 

Only permit me to *< ftir up your pure minds, by way of 
remembrance," and to exhort you, *' if there be any cpnfo- 
Jatioa in Christ, any fellowDhip of the fpirit,'* again and 
again to confider, that as all chriftians in general, fo all 
members of religious focieties in particular, are in an efpecial 
manner, as houfes built upon an hill; and that therefore 
it highly concerns you to walk circunifpe^tly towards tbofe 
that are without, and to take heed to yourfelves, that your 
converfation, in common life, be as becometh fuch an open 
and peculiar profefljon of the gofpel of Christ : knowing 
that the eyes of all men are upon you, narrowly to infpeft 
every circumftance of your behaviour : and that every noto- 
rious wilful mifcarriage of any fingle member will, in fome 
roeafure, redound to the fpandal and difhonour of your whole 
fraternity. 

Labour, therefore, my beloved brethren, to let your prac- 
tice correfpond to your profeilion : and think not that it will 
be fufficient for you to plead at the laft day. Lord have we 
liot affembled ourfelves together in thy narte, and enlivened 
each other, by finging pfalms, and hymns, and fpiritual 
fongs ? For verily, I fay unto you, notwithftanding this, 
our bleffed Lord will bid you depart from him ; nay, you 
(hall receive a greater damnation, if, in the midft: of thefe 
great pretenfions, you are found to be workers of iniquity. 

But God forbid that any fuch evil (hould befal you ; that 
there (hould be ever a Judas, a traitor, amongft fuch diftin- 
guiflied followers of our common mafter. No, on the con- 
trary, the excellency of your rules, the regularity of your 
meetings, and more efpecially your pious zeal in aflembling 
in fuch a public and folemn manner fo frequently in the 
year, perfuade me to think, that you are willing, not barely 
to feem, but to be in reality, chriftians ; and hope to be 
found at the laft day; what you would be eflceraed now, 
fcoly, fincere difciples of ^ crucified Redeemer. 

Ob, 
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Oh, may you always continue thus minded / and make it 
your daily, conftant endeavour, both by precept and exam- 
ple, to turn all your converfe with, more efpccially thofc of 
your own focicties, into the fame moft blefled fpirit and 
temper. Thus will you adorn the gofpel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in all things : Thus will you anticipate the 
happinefs of a future ftate ; and by attending on, and im- 
proving the communion of faints on earth, be made meet 
to join the communien and fcllowfhip of the fpirits of juft 
men made perfect, of the holy angels, nay, of the ever-bleffed 
and eternal God in heaven. 

Which God of his infinite mercy grant through ]esvs 
Christ our Lord ; to whom with the pather and the^^s 
Holy Ghoft, three perfons and one God, be afcribed, _ 
as is moft due, all honour and praife, might, majeftji^^ 
and dominion, now and for ever. ^ Amen. 
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SERMON IX. 

The Folly and Danger of being not righteous 
enough. 



EccLEs. vii. i6. 

£e not righteous overmuch^ neither make thyfelf over-wife : 
fvhyjhouldft thou defiroy thyfelf? 

NOTHING is more frequent, than while people are 
living in a courfe of fin, and after the fafhion and man- 
ner of the world, there is no notice taken of them ; neither 
^re their ways difpleafing to their companions and carnal re- 
J^tions : but if they fet their faces Zion-ward, and begin to 
^eel the power of God on their hearts \ then they are fur- 
*"ounded with temptations from their friends, who thus a<a the 
^evil's part. The enemies, the greateft enemies a young 
Convert meets with, my dear brethren, are thofe of his own 
Houfe. They that will be godly, muft fufter perfecution; 
to it was in Christ's time, and fo it was in the ApoQIes 
^ime too; for our Lord came not to fend peace, but a 
Cword. Our relations would not have us fit in the fcorner's 
^hair; they would not have us be prodigals, confuming our 
^ubfiance upon harlots ; neither would they have us rakes or 
libertines, but they would have us be contented with an almoft 
<:hriftianity. To keep up our reputation by going to church, 
and adhering to the outward forms of religion, iiaying our 
prayers, reading the word of God, and taking the facraments ; 
this, they imagine, is all that is neceflary for to be chriftians 
indeed ; and when we go one ftep farther than this, their 
mouths are open againft us, as Peter' ^ vvas to XSlXR^arr.: 
' • ^' Spare thyfelf, dp thyfelf no harm." 



\ 
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And of this nature arc the words of the text, Tbey are 
not the words of Solomon himfelf, but the words of an infidel 
fpeaking to him, whom he introduces in feveral parts of ^is 
book 5 for Solomon had been (hewing the misforttiiies wUch 
attended the truly good, as in the vcrfe before our text. 

Upon this the infidel fays, " Be not righteous (Dverrmuc|b| 
neither be thou over-wife : why fcouldft thou deftrx>y thyfclf ?" 
i. e. Why fliouldft thou bring thefc misfortunes upon thyfelf, 
by being over-ftri£l ? Be not rightecuis over-much ; eat, 
drink, and be merry, live as the world lives, and then you 
will avoid thofe misfortunes which may attend you, by being 
righteous over-ipuch. 

This text has another meaning ; but take it which way 
you will| my brethren, it was fpoken by an unbeiieve/'; 
therefore it was no credit for the perfon who lately preached 
upon this text, to take it for granted, that thefe were the 
words of Solomon ; the words of an infidel was not a proper 
text to a chriflian congregation. But as David came out 
againft Goliahy not armed as the champion was, with fword 
and fpear, but with a fling and flone, and then cut oflF hift 
head with his own fword ; fo I come out againft thefe letters- 
learned men, in the ftrength of the Lord Jesus Christ % 
and, my dear brethren, I truft he will dire£l me to ufe my 
fling, fo that our enemies may not gainfay us ; and by the 
fword of God's woiid, cut ofF the heads of our Redeemer's 
enemies. 

But though they are not the words of Solomon^ yet we will 
take them in the fame manner the late writer did 3 and, fron 
the words, (hall, 

Fir/Iy Shew you what it is, not to be righteous over-much, 
that we may not deftroy ourfclves. 

Secondly 1 fcall let you fee what it is to be righteous over- 
much. And then, 

Thirdly^ Conclude with an exhortation to all of you, high 
and low, rich and poor, one with another, to come to the 
toRD Jesus Christ. 

/Vr/?, The firft thing propofcd, is to Ihew you what it U 

not to be riehtcous over-much. And here, 

I1 
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It IS by ho means to be righteous over-much, to affirm we 
^-Mnuft have the fame Spirit of God as the firft Apofllcs bad, 
snd muft feel that Spirit upon our hearts. 

By receiving the Spirit of God, is not to be underftood, 
that we are to be infpired to (hew outward figns and wonders^ 
to raife dead bodies, to cure leprous perfon^, or to give fighc 
to the ,blind : thefe miracles were only of ufe in the firft ages 
cf the church ; and therefore chriftians (nominal chriftians, 
for we have little elfe but the name) may have all the gifts of 
the Spirit^ and yet none of the graces of it : Thou, O man, 
maydl be enabled by faith to remove mountains ; thou, by 
the power of God, mayeft caft out devils ^ thou, by that 
powrer, mayeft fpealc with the tongues of men and angels; 
yea, thou mayeft, by that power, hold up thy finger and flop 
the fun in the firmament ; and if all thefe are unfandified by 
the Spirit of God, they would be of no fervice to thec^ but 
Would hurry thee to hell with the greater folemnity. Saul 
i^ceived the fpirit of prophefying, and had another heart, yet 
Saulw2.% probably a caft-away. We muft receive the Spirit of 
God in its fanSifying graces upon our fouls ; for Christ 
fays, <* Unlefs a man be born again, he cannot fee the king- 
dom of God." We are all by nature born in fin, and at as 
great a diftance from God, as the devils themfelves. I have 
told you often,, and now tell you again, that you are by na- 
ture a motley mixture of the beaft and devil, and we cannot 
*"^cover ourfeives from the ftate wherein we have fallen, there- 
fore muft be renewed by the Holy Ghoft. By the Holy Ghoft, 
I mean, the third Perfon of the ever-blefled Trinity, co-equal, 
^^^-efliential, co-eternal, and confubflantial with the Father 
^nd the Son j and therefore, when we are baprized, it is 
^ntothe nature of the Father, into the nature of the Son, 
^nd into the nature of the Holy Ghoft : and we are not true 
chriftians, till we arc fan<ftificd by the Spirit of God. 

Though our modern preachers do not actually deny the 
Spirit of God, yet they fay, ** Chriftians muft not feel hitui" 
Vrbich is in cffeil to deny him. When Nicedemus came to^ 
^HaisT, and the Lord Jfisirs was inftrufting him, jcon-« 
^crni|»g the new birth, fays he to our Lord, " How cai^ 
^h^fe things be ? " Nicodemus^ though a mafter of Ifratly a£ls 
J^'ft as our learned Rabbi's do bow. The anfwcr that Christ 

gave 
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gave him (hould ftop the mouths of our letter-learned phari* 
ibes : ^^ The wind bloweth where it lifteth, and we bear the 
found thereof, but cannot tell whence it cometh, nor whither 
it goeth." Now till the Spirit of God is felt on our fouls as 
the wind on our bodies, indeed, my dear brethren, you have 
no intereft in him : religion confifts not in external perform^- 
ance, it mud be in the heart, or elfe it is only a name^ which 
cannot profit us, a name to live whilft we are dead. 

A late preacher upon this text, feems to laugh at us, for 
talking of the Spirit in a fenfible manner, and talks to us as 
the 7ni;j did to Christ : They faid, " How can this man 
give us his flefli to eat ?'* So he afks, " What fign or proof 
do we give of it ? '* We do not imagine, that God muft ap- 
pear to us, and give it us : no ; but there may be, and is, a 
frequent receiving, when no feeing of it ; and it is as plainly 
felt in the foul, as any impreffion is, or can be, upon the body. 
To what a damnable condition (hould we bring poor iinners, 
if they could not be fenfible of the Spirit t>f God ; namely, a 
reprobate mind and paft feeling ? 

*• What proof do they give ? " fays the writer. What fign 
would they have ? Do they expeft us to raife the dead, to 
give fight to the blind, to cure lepers, to make the lame to 
walk, and the deaf to hear ? If thefe are what they cxpeft, 
I fpeak with humility, God, by us, hath done greater things' 
than thefe : many, who were dead in fin, are raifed to fcrip- 
* turc-lifc : thofe, who were leprous by nature, are cleanfed by 
the Spirit of God ; thofe, who were lame in duty, now run 
in God's commands ; thofe, who were deaf, their ears are 
unftopped to hear his difcipline, and hearken to his advice } 
and the poor have the gofpel preached to them. No wonder 
people talk at this late, when they can tell us, ** That the 
Spirit of (jOD, is a good confcience, conftquent thereupon.** 
My dear brethren, Sttuca^ Cictrcy Plat^y or any of the heathen 
philofophcrs, Mrould have given as good a definition as this : 
It means no more, than reflecting that we have done welU' 
This, this is only Deifm rcfineil : Deifts laugh at us, when " 
we pretend to be a&^ainil their notions, and yet thefe men ufe 
no other region for our diAi^fing trom them, than what is 
agreeable to DciiU piinviples% 

This 
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This writer tells us, ^< It is againft common-fenfe to taUc 
of the feeling of the Spirit of God." Common-fenTe, my bre- 
thren, was never allowed to be a judge ; yea, it is above its 
comprehenfion, neither are, nor can the ways of God be 
known by common-fenfe. We (hould never have known thct 
things of God at all by our common fenfes : no ; it is the re- 
velation of God which is to be our judge ; it is that we ap- 
peal to, and not to our weak and (hallow conceptions of 
things. Thus we may fee, it is by no means to be righteous 
qver-much, to affirm we muft have the Spirit of God as the 
Apoftlcs bad. Nor, 

Secondly^ Is it to be righteous over-mu^h to frequent reli- 
gious afiemblies^ 

The preacher, upon this text, aims at putting afide all the 
religious focieties that are in the kingdom : Indeed, he fays, 
" You may go to church as often as opportunity ferves, and 
** on Sundays ; fay your prayers, read the word of God j and, 
** in his opinion, every thing elfe had better be let alone : 
" and as for the Spirit of God upon your fouls, you are to 
'* look upon it as ufelefs and unneceffary." If this, my bre- 
thren, is the doSrine we have now preached, chriftianity is at 
a low ebb indeed ; but God forbid you fhould thus leara 
Jesus Christ. Do you not forbear the frequenting of reli- 
gious aiTemblies ; for as nothing helps to build up the devil's 
kingdom more than the focieties of wicked men, nothing 
Would be more for pulling of it down, than the people of 
God meeting to ftrengthen each others hands ; and as the 
^cvil has fo many friends, will none of you be friends to the 
Weffed Jesus ? Yes„ I hope many of you will be of the 
Lo&D's'fide, and build each other up in chriftian love and 
fellowihip. This is what the primitive chriftians delighted 
^ 5 and (ball not we follow fo excellent an example ? My 
brethren^ till chriftian converfation is more agreeable to us, 
W8 cannot expecl to fee the gofpcl of Christ run and be 
glorified. Thus it is by no means to be righteous over-much, 
^ frequent religious aiTemblies. Nor, 

Thirdly^ Is it to be righteous over-much, to abftain froni 
the diverftons and entertainments of the age. 

We are commanded to *' abftain from the appearance of 
•viV and that *' whatfoever wc do, whether we cat or drink, 

we 
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we fliall do all to the glory of God." The writer upon thli 
text tells us, ^^ That it will be accounted unlawful tofmell to 
ii rofe :" no, my dear brethren, you may fmell to a pink and 
rofe too if you pleafc, but take care to avoid the appearance of 
fin. They talk of innocent diverfions and recreations ; for 
my part, I know of no diverfion, but that of Mng good : if 
you can find any diverfion which is not contrary to ygurbap^ 
lifmal vow, of renouncing thepomps and vanitjeg,of this_ 
wicked world ; if you can find any diverfion which ten ds to 
tbe glory of God ; if you can find any diverfion, which yoo'"^ 
would be willing to be found at by the Lord Jesus Christ, 
I give you free licence to go to them and welcome ; but if, oo 
the contrary, they are found to keep tinners from coming to 
the Lord Jesus Christ ; if they are a means to harden jBiT^ 
heart, and fuch as you would not willingly be found in whj^ 
you come to die, .then, my dear brethren, keep from t hem; ^ 
for, indeed, the diverfions of this age are contrary to chriflian- 
ity. Many of you may think I have gone too far, IfOfi", 
(ball go a great deal farther yet : I will attack the devil in , 
his flrongefl holds, and bear my teflimony againfl our.b-' 
fhionable and polite entertainments. What fatisfacSion can | 
it be, what pleafure is there in fpending feveral hours ^t cards f \ 
Strange ! that even people who are grown old, can fpend 
whole nights in this diverfion : perhaps many of you will erf 
out, ** What harm is there in it?" My dear breihrcrt^ 
whatfoever is not of faith, or for the glory of God, is a.fin J 
Now does cards tend to promote this ? Is it not mifpendii^ 
your precious |ime, which (hould be employed in working 
out your falvation with fear and trembling ? Do play-bottfeh 
horfe-ractng^ balls and ajjimblies^ tend to promote the glory of 
God ? Would you be willing to have your foul demanded of 
you, while you are at one of thofe places ? Many of theft 
are, (I muft fpeak, I cannot forbear to fpeak againft thcfe 
entertainments ; come what will, I will declare againfl thetf) 
xnany, I fay, of thefe are kept up by ))ubiic authority : tht 
play-houfes are fupported by a public fund, and' cur news- 
papers are full of horfe-races all through the kingdom : thefe 
things are finful ; indeed they are exceeding finfu!. What 
good can come from a horfe-race ; from abufing God AN 
•nighty's croatures, and putting them to that ufc he neve*' 
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irfgned for them : the play-houres, are they not nurferies of 
lekuichery in the age? and the fupporters and patrons of 
liem, are encouragers and promoters of all the evil that is 
ooe by them ; they are the bane of the age, and. will be the 
cftro^on of Ahofe who frequent them. Is it not high time 
IT the true miniflers of Jesus Christ, who have been par- 
Jwrs of the heavenly gift, to lift up their voices as a trumpet, 
id cry aloud againft thefe diverfions of the age ? Are they 
3t earthly, fenfual, devilifh ? If yqu have tafled of the love 
'QoD, and have felt his power upon your fouls, you would 
) more go to a play, than you would run your head into a 
mace. # •* ;. r. 

And what occafions thefe places to be fo much frequented, 
^ clergy's making no fcruple to he at thefe polite places t 
ley frequent play-houfes, they go to horfe-races, they go to 
ftUs and aflemblies, they frequent taverns, and follow all the 
itertainments that the age affords -, and yet thefe are the per- 
ms who fhould advi.fe^ their hearers to refrain from them ; but 
ifiead thereof, they encourage them by their example. Per- 
ms are too apt to rely upon, and believe their paftors, rather 
lan the fcriptures ; they think that there is no crime in going 
Jjilays or horfe-faces, to balls and aiTemblies ; for if there 
trCy they think thofe perfons, ^ w,ho are their minifters, 
fotild not frequent them : but, my dear brethren, obferve 
liq;^ always go difguifed, the minifters are afraid of being feea 
a their gowns and cafibclcs ; the reafon thereof is plain, their 
tmfcieiices inform them, that it is not an example fit for the 
Dinifters of the gofpel to fet ; thus, they are the means of 
jiving that offence to the people of God, which I would not 
or ten thbufand worlds : they lay a Humbling- block in the 
^j of their weak brethren, which they will not remove, 
fcough it is a ftumbling-block of offence. '' Woe unto the 
vorM becayfe of offences, but woe unto that man by whom 
he offence cometh." The polite gentlemen of the age, fpend 
heir t[mc in following thefe diverfions, becaufe the love of 
^D is not in their hearts ; they are void of Christ, and 
l^itute of the Spirit of God ; and not being acquainted 
^th the delight ihere is in God and his ways, being ftrangers 
thefe things, they run to the devil for diverfions, and are 
*^iM and delighted with the filly ones he (hews them. 
Vol. V. I My 
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My dear brethren, I fpeak of there things^ thefe inoocenfr 
diverfions, as the polite part of the world calls theoti by expe-* 
ricnce; perhaps none, for my age, hath read or f€mjDO» 
plays than I have : I took delight in, and was pleafed. with 
them. It is true, I went to church frequently, received A« 
facrament, and was diligent in the ufe of the forms of religiofi| 
Uut I was all this while ignorant of the power of Odd oa my 
heart, and unacquainted with the work of grace ; but whai 
God was pleafed to (hine with power upon my foul, I covi^' 
no longer be contented to feed on huflcs, or what the fwioo 
did eat : the Bible then was my food ; there, and there only I 
took delight : and till you feel this fame power, you will act' 
abftain from the earthly delights of this age, you will take no 
comfort in God's ways, nor receive any comfort from hiiB|' 
for you are void of the love of GoD, having only the form of 
godlinefs, while you are denying the power of it; you art 
nominal chriftians, when you have not the p'ower of chrif- 
tianity. 

The polite gentlemen fay, ^< i^re we to be always upon 
<^ our knees ? Would you have us be always at prayer, and 
<^ reading or hearing the word of God ?" 

My dear brethren^ the faibionable ones^ who take delight 
in hunting, are not tired of being continually on borfeback 
after their hounds ; and when once you are renewed by the 
iSpirit of God, it wiH be a continual pleafure to be walkiflj[ 
with, and talking of Gop, and telling what great things 
Jesus Christ hath done for your fouls; and till yducan 
find as much pleafure in converfing with Gop, as thefe meq 
do of their hounds, you have no (hare in him ; but when yoi| 
have tafted how good the Lord is, you will fhew foith bis 
praife; out of the abundance of your heart your mouth will 
fpeak. 

This brings me to the fccond thing propofcd, which is«fl 
f xtream that very feldom happens : 

Secondly, To fliew what it is to be righteous over-much« 
And here, 

/Yr/?, When we confine the Spirit of God to this or that 
particular church ; and are noc willing to converfc with an/ 
tut thofe of the famt? communion j this is to be rightcou* 
3 over- 
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fer*mucb witH a witnefs : and fo it is, to confine our com* 

Bunion within church-walls, and to think that Jesus could 

Kit preach in a field as well as on con fecrated- ground ; this 

ijudaifity this is bigotry: this is like Peter^ who would not go 

to preach the gofpel to the Gentiles^ till he had a vifion from 

QoD : and when his condudl: was blamed by the difciples, 

lie tould not fatisfy them till he had acquainted them with 

tbevifion he had feen. And, therefore, we may juftly infer, the 

Spirit of <jod is the center of unity j and wherever I fee the 

iaiage of my Mafter, I never enquire of them their opinions ; 

I aft: them not what they are, fo they love Jesus Christ in 

flbcerity and truth, but embrace them as my brother, my 

flier, and my fpoufe : and this is the fpirit of chriftianity. 

Many perfons, who are bigots to this or that opinion, when 

one of a different way of thinking hath come where they 

wete, have left the room or place on the account : this is the 

ipirit of the devil ; and if it was pofHble that thefe perfons 

could be admitted into heaven with fuch tempers, that very 

place would be hell to them. Chrifiianity will never fiourifli, 

till we are all of one heart and of one mind ; and this would be 

the only means of feeing the gofpel of Jesus to flourifli, more 

than ever it will by perfecuting thofe who differ from us. 

This maybe efleemed as enthufiafm and madnefs, and as a 
dcGgn to undermine the eftablifhed church : No ; God is my 
j?^g^j I Ihould rejoice to fee all the world adhere to her ar- 
• fides ; I fbould rejoice to fee the minifters of the Church of 
£«^/j»rf, preach up thofe very articles they have fubfcribed to; 
Wthofe minifters who do preach up the articles, ^re efleemed 
as madmen, enthiifiafts, fchifmatics, and underminers of the 
cftablifhed church : and though they fay thefe things of me, 
Kcflcd be God, they are without foundation. My dear bre- 
thren, I am a friend to her articles,.! am a friend to her homi- 
lies, I am a friend to her liturgy ; and, if they did not thruft 
ine out of their churches, I would read them every day ; but I 
^onot confine the Spirit of God there ; for I fay it again, I 
Jove all that love the Lord Jesus Christ, and efteem him 
n^y brother, my friend, my fpoufe ; aye, my very foul is knit 
to that perfon. The fpirit of perfecution will never, indeed 
>t will never make any to love Jesus Christ. The phari- 
: ftes make this to be madnefs, fo much as to mention perfecu- 
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4ton in a chrifiian country ; but there is as much the fpirit of, 
perfecutlon now in the world, as ever there was^ their wiUis^ 
as great, but bkiTed be God, chcy wane the power ; otherwiii^ 
how foon would they fend me to prifon, make my feet faftilL ; 
the ftocks, yea, would think they did GoD fervice ia killijtg. 
me, and would rejoice to take away my life. » . i ■ 

This is not the Spirit of Christ, my dear brethren.; 1 hij . 
not come to have thus pre^hed ; I had not come into tM,. 
highways and hedges ; I had not expofed myfelf to the ill 
treatment of thefe Icttcr-learncd men, but for the fake, rf^ 
your fouls : indeed, I had no other reafon, but your falvatiboi. 
and for that (I fpeak the truth in Christ, I lie not} I would 
be content to go to prifon ; yea, I would rejoice to die ftf 
you, fo I could but be a means to bring fome of you to Jssui: 
I could not bear to fee fo many in the highway to deftrudioo», 
and not (hew them tl^eir danger : I could not bear, my bie-, 
thren, to fee you more willing to learn, than the teachers a^ 
to in(lruA you : and if any of them were to come and pretd^ 
to you, I (hould not envy them, I fhould not call them eo- ' 
thuliafts or madmen ; I fhould rejoice to hear they bad ten. i 
thoufand times more fuccefs than I have met with ; I would, 
give them the right-hand of fellowlhip ; I would advife tfaeot 
to go on i I would wifli them good luck in the name of <hc 
Lord, and fay as Christ did, when the difciples informed, 
him of fome cafli/ig out devils in his name, and were for re- 
buking of them, " Forbid them not, for they that arc not . 
againft us are for us ;" or as St. Paul fays, '* Some preach 
Christ of envy, and fome of good->will; notwithftanding, fe 
Christ is but preached, I rejoice j yea, and will rejoice. 
The gofpel of Jesus, is a gofpel of peace. Thus you may 
fee, that to be righteous over-much, is to be uncharitablei 
cenforious, and to perfccute perfons for difFering from us iil . 
religion. 

Secondly^ Perfons are righteous over- much, when they 
fpend fo much time in religious aflcmblies, as to neglefl their 
families. There is no licence given by the bkfled jEsU8,fot 
idlenefs 5 for in the very infancy of the world, idlencfs wil^ 
not allowed of, In paradife, Jdam and Eve dreffcd the gar- 
den, Cain was a tiller of the ground, and Abel was a keeper of 
iheep } and there is a proverb amongft the Jews^ " That bfl 
5 who 
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•vlio brings his foti up without a bufinefsi brings him up fo be 
(S thief :" and therefore our Saviour was a carpenter ; •* Is 
not this the carpenter's fon/' faid the Jnvs : and St. Paul^ 
i^MHigh brought up at the feet of Gamaliel^ was a tent-maker. 
iabour, mj brethren, is impofed on all mankind as part of 
tbipdivine ciirfe )• and you are called to be ufeful in the fociety 
b'iwilich you belong: take care firft for the kingdom of 
GoD^^nd all thrrtgs neceflary fball be added. To labour for 
dief*eat that periflietb, is your duty; only fake care, that you 
J6*hot negleiS getting the meat for the foul : that is of the 
peateft confequeoce, for this plain rcafon, the things of this 
life are temporal^ but thofe of. the next are eternal. I wouM. 
bverichjmen to work as well as poor : it is owing to their 
aienefs^ that thejjcvil hurries them to his diverfions ; they 
diii be in- thicir beds jjT the nioTning, and fpend the afteriioon 
^^^^%M.^^^&ry^^^^^^* and at balls/ plays, or aflem- 
ife^^when thcj[ &ould be working out their falvation with 
Sr jnd trembli ngr * Such a life as this, occaiions a fpiritual 
Dnnbnefs in the foul ; and if Jesus Christ was not to flop 
Me who thus Tpend their time, they would be hurried into 
iCernity, without once thinking of their immortal fouls. 
kit Jisus Christ has compaffion upon many of them, and 
rhilc they are in their blood, he bids them ** live." And 
bough I preach this dodlrine to you, yet I do not bid you be 
lit } no, they that do not work (hould not eat. You have 
ir6 callings, a general one, and a fpecial one : as we are to 
eprd the iMie-in refped of our bodies, fo we are to regard the 
i^r on account of our fouls. Take heed, my brethren, I 
leieech you, take heed, left you labour fo for the meat that 
leriflieth, as to forget that meat which endureth for ever. 
leek the things of God firft; look well to obtain oil in your 
tQps, grace iii your hea^. I am not perfuading you to take 
10 care about the things of the world, but only not to be en- 
sumbered with tbem, fo as to negle£l your duty towards God, 
iM a proper concern for your fouls. It is meet, it is right, 
ith your bounden duty, to mind the callings wherem God 
hstb placed you | and you may be faid to be righteous over- 
Qittch not to regard them. This brings me, 
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ThirJlf^ To give you another fign of being righteoui oil 
much i and that is, when we fail: and ufe corpond aufteiilM 
fo as to unfit qs for the fervice of God. 

This, my .brethren, you may think, there it oooccafioa 
all to caution you againft, and ifldoed there is not % great i 
ceffity for it 3 however, many perfons, upon their firft W 
awakened to a fenfe of their fin, are tempted to uie auftcril 
to that excei^ which is ilnf^L It is our duty to dft, it ill 
duty to faft often, and it is what we are dbefied i»{ 
J£SU9 Christ himfelf ; but then we are to take care tOtA 
in a proper manner : to bring our bodie9 underjfor the feti 
of Goo, is that which we are commanded by our La 
Jesus Christ. 

The late preacher upon this text, rutis into great extreii 
and charges us with faying and adtngthing8,of which we m 
thought ) but I do not regard what he faid of me : X do i 
mind his bitter inve£tives agai^nft my mintftry ; I do not m 
his defpifing my youth, and calling ine novice and entbufii 
I forgive him from, my very heart : but when he refleds oltk 
Maftcr ; when he fpeaks againft my Redeemer ; -when Jii 
Christ is fpoken againft, I muft. fpeak^* (:r vii^ (p 
indeed, or I ftiould burft :) when* he gives liberty to ptrl 
to take- a chearful glufs, and alledges Christ, for.an exam 
as in the marriage-feaft, faying, ^^ CHRist tuhied waters 
'^ wine, when it is plain there had been more drank ,thai) ' 
•* neceffary before j" what is this, but tjo cbafge Chr 
with encouraging drunkennefi) ?. It is true, the Governor I 
** Every man in the beginning feta foilfb good wine, - 
when men have well drank, that which is worfej bi^t t 
haft kept the good wine until now:-' but it: does not«l 
follow, that it was not neceflary, oi^.tb.^t there hfd bei 
fufEcient quantity before : I would- not fpe^k thus flighdi 
of one of my Mafter's miracles, for the ^hole world. 4 
we may obftrrve, that a$ Christ chiefly vifitpd pocfr pet 
they might not have wherewithal to buy a fufficient qu« 
of wine; or having more guefts than .were expeSed^ 
wine was expended fooner than they though^ ; ihen-th^l 
ther of Jesus tells him, " They have no wine;" beanfiri 
** Woman, what have I to do with thee ? My hour 11 
yet come." After this he commanded them to fill the w; 
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pots witli water, and they filled theiti to the brim, and this 
teater hp turned into wine : now it does not at all follow, that 
there was more drank than was neceflary ; neither would the 
Lord Jesus Chrisj have continued in the houTe if there had. 
But we have an excelleilt leiFon to learn from this miracle : 
by the water-pots being empty, we may underftand, the heart 
of man beingby nature deft i cute of his grace, his fpeaking 
and commanding to fill them, (hews, that when Christ 
fpeaks, the heart that was empty of grace before, (hall be 
Slled ; and the water-pots being filled to the brim, (hews^ 
that Christ will fill believers hearts brim full of the Holy 
Gboft : and from the Governor's obferving, that the laft 
wine was the beft, learnj that a believer's beft comforts, (hall 
be the laft and greajeft, for they {hall come with the greatcft 
^wer upon the foul, and continue longed there : thisj this 
Iny dear brethren, is the leflbn we may learn from this miracle. 

But ofte great inconfiftency I cannot avoid taking notice of 
in this late learned preacher. In the beginning of his fermon, 
. he charges us with ** laying heavy burthens upon pt^ople, 
" «l^hich they are not able to bear ,' in the latter part he 
. charged us with being Antinomians, whofe tenep are, '* Sci 
*• you fay you believ<5 in the Lord Jesus Christ, you may 
*' live the life of devils." Now, he charges us with being 
tio Jln£fy and by and by with being too loofe. Which fiJe, 
toy brethren^ will you take ? Thus you fee, when perfons 
/brfake Christ, they make firange miftakes ; for there can 
be no greater oppofition of fentiments than this letter-learned 
writer has made : as oppofite as light and darknefs, good and. 
cftrilj fweet and bitter. And, on this account, to find out 
thcfe lettered-learned gentlemens notions of the new-birth, I 
put a paragraph in my Journal ; and, blefled be God, I have 
obtained my defires, and have plainly perceived, that the per- 
fons who have lately written concerning the new-birth, knovir 
no more of it than a blind man does of colours, ncT can ihey 
have arty more notion of it,- (by all their learning, falfcly fo 
called) than the blind man, who was to give an account what 
the fun was, and, after a confiderable time allowed for ftudy, 
he faid, *' It was like the found of a trumpet." And,til! they 
arc taught of God, they will be unacquainted with the new- 
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birth; therefore, .If you have z mind to .kno# wbtt flie der^ 
"has to fay againft us, read Dr. Trappy fermons. 

It is with grief I fpeak thefe things, and were not the weT^ 
fare of your fouls, and my Redeemer's honour at ftake, I 
would not now open my mouth, yea I would willingly die 
(God is my judge) for the perfon who wrote fuch bitter- 
things againft me, To it would be a n^eans of faving bis foiiL' 
If he had only fpoken againft me, I would not have anfweied 
him ; but, on his making my Redeemer a pattern of vice, if 
I was not to fpeak, the very ftones would cry out ; therefore^ 
the honour of my Redeemer, and love to you, conftrains me 
to fpeak. It is of necef&ty that I fpeak, when the divinity oC 
Jesus Christ is fpoken againft, it is the duty of minifters ta 
cry aloud, and fpare not. I cannot forbear, come what will} for 
I know not what kind of divinity we. have how among us : we 
muft have a righteoufnefs of our own, and do our beft endea-. 
vours, and then Christ will make up the deficiency ; thatity 
you muft be your own Saviour, in part. Thisf is not tbe 
dodrine of the gofpel ; this is not the dodrine of Jesus ; 
no; Christ is all in all ; Jesus Christ muft be your wholt 
wifdom ; Jesus Christ muft be your whole righteoufne&i 
Jesus Christ muft be your whole fanaification j or JesUS 
Christ will never be your eternal redemption and fahdifici*^ 
tion. Inward holinefs is looked on, by feme, as the effeAof' 
enthuftafm and madnefs ; and preachers of the neceffity of the 
new-birth, are efteemed as perfons fit for Bedlam, Our polite 
and fafhionable dodrine, is, ^^ That there is a fitnefs in maiv 
** and that God, feeing you a good creature, beftows upoa. 
*< you his grace." God forbid, my dear brethren, -yoi| 
fhould thus learn Jesus Christ I 

This is not the dodrine I preach to you : I fay, falvatiOA 
is the free gift of God. It is God's U^q grace, I preaeh 
unto you, not of works, left any one ftiould boaft. Jesui 
iChrist juftifies the ungodly j Jesus Christ paffed by, and 
faw you polluted with your blood, and bid you live. It \% 
not of works, it is oiF faith : we are not juftified for our faitb» 
for faith is the inftrument, but by your faith, the zStlvt at 
well as the pai^ve obedience of Christ, muft be applied to 
you. Jesus Christ hath fulfilled the law, he hath, made it 
honpurable \ Jesus Christ hath made &tisfa£lion to his 
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i^tber-W juftloei Ml frtisfadion } and it is as compleat as it li 
fuU, and God will not demand it again. Jesus Christ is" 
the way ; Jesus Christ is the truth ; and Jesus Christ 
is the life. The rightcoafnefs of Jesus Christ, my bre- 
thren, muft be imputed' to you, or you can never have any 
iptereft in the blood of Jesus i your own works are but as 
filthy rags^ for you are juftified before God, without any re* 
fped to your works paft, prefent, or to come. This do^ine 
is denyed by the learned rabbi's ; but if they deny thefe truths 
of. the gofpely they muft not be oflFended, though a cliild dare 
fpeak to a doStor $ and, in vindication of the caufe of Jesus 
Christ, a child, a boy, by the Spirit of God, can f|)eak to 
the learned clergy of this age. 

If I had a voice fo great, and could fpeak fo iotid, as that 
the whole world could hefur me, I would cry, <' Be not righte* 
out <>ver- much," by bringing your righicoufnefs to Christ, 
and by being righteous in your own eyes. Man muft be 
ibafed, that God may be exalted. 

The imputed righteoufnefs of Jesus Christ is a comfort- 
able doArinc.to all real chriftiaas ; and you (tnners,. who afk 
what you muft do to be faved i how uncomfortable would it 
be, to tell you by good works, when, perhaps, you have never 
done one good work in all your life : this would be driving 
jou to defpair, indeed : no } ^^ Believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and. you fhall be faved ;" therefore none of you 
need go away defpairing. Come to the Lord Jssusby faith, 
and heihail receive you. You have no righteoufnefs of your 
owa to depend on. If you are faved, it is by the righteouf- 
nefs p£ Christ, through- his atonement, his making a facri« 
fice for fin : his righteoufnefs muft be imputed to you, other- 
wife you cannot be faved. There is no difTerence between 
you, by nature, and the greateft malefadtor that ever was 
f executed ^tTybum: the difference made, is all owing to the 
• free, the rich, the undeferved grace of God ; this has made 
tbe difference. It is true, talking at this rate, will oiFend the 
pbarifees, who do not like this levelling do£lrine, (as they 
ciU it) } but if ever you are brought to Jesus Christ by 
f^di^ vou will experience the truth of it. Come by faith to 
' JtSub^ifiRiST ; do not come, pharifee-like, telling GoD ' 
[ vbat you have done, how often you have gone to church, 
\ how 
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bow often you have received the facrament, fafted, prajfed, or | 
the like : no ; come to Christ at poor^ loflj undone^ j 
damned finners ; come to him in this manner^ and he will \ 
accept of you : do not be rich in fpirit, proud and exalted^ 
for there is no bleffing attends fuch | but be ye poor in fpirit^ 1 
for theirs is the kingdom of Qod $ they {hall be made metfi- ] 
bers of his myftical body here, and (hall be fo of the church 
triumphant hereafter. Acknowledge yourfelvei as nothing at j 
all, and when you have done all, fay, *' You are unprofiable 
fcrvants/* There is no falvation but by Jesus Christ; 
there is no other name given under heaven ambngft men, 
whereby we may be faved, btit that of the LoR£i Jesus. 
God, ouc of Christ, is a confuming fire ; thefefbre ftrivc* 
for an intereft in his Son the Lord Jesus Christ ; take 
him on the terms offered to you in the gofpel ; accept of hiaaT 
in God's own way, lay hold on him by faith. 

Do not think you are chriftians ; do not flatter youtfeUe^ 
with being righteous enough, and good enough, b6caUfe yoi^ 
lead moral decent lives, do no one any harm, go to churcb^^ 
and attend upon the outward means of grace; no, my brc-i-* 
thren, you may do this, and a great deal more, and yet b^ 
very far from having a faving) experimental knowledge o^ 
Jesus Christ. 

Beg of Christ to flrikc home upon your hearts^ that yoii— 
may feel the power of religion. Indeed, you mufl: feel the^ 
power of G6d here, or the wrath of God hereafter* Thefe - 
are truths of the utmoft oonfecjoence ; therefore, do not gc^ 
contradicting, do not go blafpheming away. Blefled be GoDf— 
you are not fuch cowards to run away for a littler ^ain. C- 
hope good things of you ; I hope you have felt the power o^ 
God ; and. if God (hould bring any of you to himfel^ 
through this foolifhnefs of preaching, you will have no reafort 
to complain it was done by a youth, by a child : no; if K 
could be made an infirument to bring you to Gol>, they ma]^ 
call me novice, eothufiail, or what they pleafe, I ihould re-— 
joice ; yea, and I would rejoice. 

O that fome fmner might be brought to Jesus Christ ? 
Do not fay I preach defpair : I defpair of no one^ when X 
confider God had mercy on fuch a wretch as I, who was ruri— 
ning in a full career to hell ; I was hading thither^ hot JesiV^ 
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CrmIt paflfcd by an* Hopped tad j JtsVs CHtnV'piflea By 
me while I was in my blood, wh'eii I wvipolhtted with filth i 
. he pailed by me, and bid me live. Thiii I am amomimrent of 
God's free grace } and therefore, my brethren, I dcfpafr of 
none of you, when I confider , I fay, what a wretch I was, 
lam not fpeaking now diit of a falfe humility, a pretended 
findity, as the ph8ri(ees^"(:all it : no,' the truth in Christ I 
fpeak, and therefore, 'm%n and derils da your worft i I have a 
gracioiis Mafter will phstefi me ; it is bis work I am engaged 
in, and Jesus Christ will carry me above their rage. 

Tivore who are comeliere this night out of curiofity to hear 
'^h«t tbe babbler fa^^ ; thofe who come to fpend an idle hoar 
to fin^ fomething for art ' ^vfenirigrconverfation at a coffed- 
lioibfe^ of >you who' blilv^ 'flopped in your coaches as you 
pafled by^ yeriiiembei''that'^ou'haveliad Jssits Christ offered 
to you'; I offer Jesus Christ to every one of you : perhaps 
you may not regard it .becaufe it is in a fiild.' But Jesus 
OHittst is wherever bis people meet in fincerity and'truth to 
' wohrftip him : he is not confihed to church walls : he has met 
' XLS hfere ; many, very tiiany of you know he has j and there- 
fore you may believe dd him with greater cOflfideric6. 

Can you beat to think of a bleeding, Ranting, dying Jesus, 
ofiering himfeJf up for iinners, and you will not accept of 
him ? Do not fay, you are poor, and therefore are afiiamM 
to go to church, for God has fent the gofpel out unto you. 
Do not harden your hearts : oppofe not the will of J^sus. 

O that I could f[jeak to your hearts, that my wonls would 
centre there. My heart is full of love to you. I would fpeak, 
till I could fpeak no more, fo I could but bring you to Christ. 
I may never meet you all, perhaps, any more. The cloud of 
God's providence feems to be moving. God calls me by his 
providence away from you, for a while. God knows whe-^ 
ther we (hall ever fee each other in the fleft. At the day of 
judgment we (ball all meet again. I earneftly defire your 
prayers. Pray that I may not only begin, Jehu'like, in the 
fpirit, but that I may continue in it. Pray that I may not 
fall away, that I may not decline fufFering for you, if I (hould 
be called to.itii Be earneft, O be earneft with God in my be- 
half, that while I am preaching to others^ I may not be a 
caft-away. Put up your prayers for me, I befcech you. Go 

not 
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not to the throne of grace, without carrying me upon j 

.heart} foryouknQW not what influence your prayers i 

have. As for you» my 4car brethren, God knows my he 

I contis^i^Ily bear you on my mind, wh«n I gain aad 

before the Lord ; and it is my earneft deilre, you may 

perifh for lack of knowledge, but that he would fend 

more minifters to water what his own right-hand hath plan 

May. the Antient of Days come forth upon his white ho 

: and may all oppolition fall to the groi^pd. A9 we have b€| 

'to b'ruife the (erpent's..head, we* n>uft <expe£l he will br 

our faieeh The devil will not let his kingdom fall widi 

. raging horribly. He will notfuffer the minifters of Chx. 

to go on, without bringing.bis power to ftop them. Butt 

not, my dear brethren, iStftri^ thpi|gh(a ftripling, enco 

tered the great Goliab i and if we pray, God will give 

ftrength.againft all our fpiritual enemies. Shew your faith 

youi: works. Give the world the lye. Prefs forward. 

not ftop, do not linger in your journey, but ftrive.for the m 

fe( before you. Fight the good fight of* faith, and God 1 

give you fpiritual mercies. I hope we (hall all meet at 

right-hand of God. Strive, ftrive to enter in at the ft 

gate,, that wte may be borne to AbrsAanfs bofom, where. 

and forrow (hall ceafe. No fcoffer will be there, but vi^ fl 

fee Jfisus, who died for us; and nojt only fee him,, but 

with him for ever. 

Which God, of his infinite tocrcy, &c. 
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SERMON X. 



A Prefervativc againft unfcttlcd Notions, ancL- 
wint of Principles, in regard to Righ^eouf- 
ncfs and Chriftian Perfedion. 

^ # 

Being a more particular Anfwer to Dodor 7rapp*%'^ 
Four Sermons upon the fame Text. 



Id all the True Members of Chrift's Holy Church. 

Dfor ffilow Cbrijiiansy 
^ I AHE great, and indeed the only motive which prompted 
jL . Boe to publilh this fermon, was the defire of providing 
^<or your fccurity from error, at a time when the deviators* 
^rom, and falfe pretenders to truth, are fo numerous, that the 
v^oft difcerning find it a matter of the greateft difficulty to 
siA/oid being led aftray by one or by. other into downright falf- 
lu>od. There is no running diviiions upon truth ; like a 
mathematical point, it will neither admit of fubtradion nor 
addition: And as it is indivifible in its nature, there is no. 
Splitting the difference, where truth is concerned. Irreligton 
^d enthuilafm are diametrical oppofites, and true piety be- 
tween both, like the center of an infinite line, is at an equal 
infinite diftance from the one and the other, and therefore 
can never admit of a coalition with either. The one erring 
by defe^i;, the other by excefs. But whether we err by de- 
fed, or excefs, is of little importance, if we are equally wide 
of the mark, as we certainly are in either cafe. For what- 
ever is lefs than truth, cannot be truths and whatever is more 
^>^ui uue muft be falfe. 

Wherefore, 
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Wherefore, as the whole of this great nation feeifl) liow 
more than ever in danger of being hurried into one or the 
other of thefe equally pernicious extremes, irreligion or fana- 
ticifm,'! thought myfelfmore than ordinarily obli^ to rduze 
your, perhaps, drdwfy vigilance, by warning you of the near- 
nefs of your peril; cautioning you from leaning towards eitho;^ 
fide, though but to peep at the flippery precipice; and ftep-* 
ping between you and error, before it comes nigh enough to 
grapple with you. The happy medium of true chriftian piety, 
in which it has pleafed tUe mercy of God to eftablifh you, is 
built on a firm rock; << and the gates of hell fliall never pre* 
vail againft it/' While then you ftand fteadily upright in the 
folnefs of the fjuth, faUbood and fm iOiall hbour in vain t» 
approach you ; ,\rberea», the leaft familiarity with error, will 
make you giddy, and if once you fiagger in principles, your 
ruin is almoft inevitable. 

But now I have cautioned you of the danger you are ii| 
from the enemies I who threaten your fubverfion, I hope yoop 
owii watchfulnefs will be fufficient to guard you from any 
furprife. And from their own aflaults you have nothing to 
fear, fince while you perfift in the firm refolution, through 
God's grace, to keep them out, irreligion and emhufiafin,' 
falfhood and vice, impiety and falfe piety, will combine in 
vain to force an entrance into your hearts. 

. Take then, my dearly beloved fellow* members of Chrkt's 
myftical body, take the friendly caution I give you in good 
part, and endeavour to profit by it: attend wholly to the faving 
truths I here deliver to you, and be perfuadedy that they are 
uttered by one who- has your eternal falvation as much at heart 
as his own. 

** And thou, O Lord Jbsus Christ^ fountain of all troth, 
. ^ whence all wifdom flows, open the und^erftandings oi 
*^ thy people to the light of thy true faith, and touch their 
. >^ hearts with thy grace, that they may both be able to fee, 
^< and willing to perform what thou requireft of them. 
« Drive away from us Cvery cloud of error and perverfity 3 
^^ guard us alike from irreligion and falfe pretentions to 
^^ piety ; -and* lead us on perpetually towards that perfec« 
^ tidfi to which thou haft* taught u^-to afpire; that keep- 
*' ing us here ui a coaftant imiuricii ui ihet, and peaces 
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H Ibl naton with- etch other, thou mayeft at length bring 
f< ut to tl)at everlafttng glory, which thou haft promifed 
<' to ill fuch as (hall endeavour to be perfe£t, even as the 
<< Father who it in boaven is perfe£):, who with thee and 
" the Holy Ghoft lives and rcjgns one Gop, worid witl^- 
f^ out end ! ufimii, ^men. 
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Tit 

Be mt rigbieous over^niucb^ neitber make tbyfelf over^ 
^ife ; WhyJkoHldeJi tbou defiroj ihyfelff 

RIGHTEOUS over-much ! may one fay j Is there any 
danger of that? Is it even poflible? Can we be too 
good? If we give any Credit to the exprefs word of God, we 
cannot be too good, we cannot be righteous over-much.' The 
injundion given by God to Jbraham is very ftrong : ** Walk 
before me, and be thou perfect." The fame he again lays 
upon all ^w/, in the eighteenth of Deuteronomy : " Thou 
fcaltbc perfe<a, and without blcraifli, with the Lord thy 
Gon.'* And left any fliould think to excufe thcmfelves from 
this obligation, by faying, it ceafed when the old law was 
> abolifhed, our blefled Saviour ratified and explained it : ^< Be 
y«, therefore, perfeft, even as your Father who is in heaven 
» pcrfeft." So that until our pcrfe^ion furpaffes that of our 
heavenly Father, we can never be too good nor righteous 
over-much ; and as it is impoffible we fliould ever furpafs, or 
even come up to him in the perfe£tion of goodnefs and righ- 
tcoufnefs, it follows in courfe that we never can bie good or 
nghteous in excefs. Neverthelefs Dodor Trapp has found out 
that we may be righteous over-much, and hat tstken no fmall 
P^ins, with much agitation of fpirit, to prove that it is> a great 
My and weaknefs^ nay, a great Jin. ** O Lord ! rebuke thou 
^'s fpirit, and grant that this falfc do^ine may not be pub- 
*i&ed to his confufion in the day of judgment !** 

But if what this hafty, this deluded man advances had been 
^ue, couU there be any occafion, however, of warning againft 
♦t in ihefc times, " when the danger (as he himfelf to his con- 
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^< fufion «(|rns) it on the contrary extreme ; when alilMuier '^ 
*^ of yiWlmd wickednefs abounds to a degree ahnoft unhear^^ - 
<< ofl" i aniwer Tor the prerent, that ^< there muft be herc^ 
^jtinmongft you, that they who are approved may be-ftuu^B 
^ifeft." 

v^However, this earthly-minded. mi nifter of a new gorpel; b-^m 
0tiUi a text which feems to favour his naughty purpofe, «3f 
•deaning the well-difpofed little ones of Christ from thatpeur*. 
feft purity of heart and fpirit, which is neceflary to all fuoi 
as mean to live to our Lord Jesus. O Liord, what (hall 
become o^^y flock, i^eA their (hepherds betray them into the 
lumds of roc ravenous wolf ! when a minifter of thy word per-i 
verts it to overthrow thy kingdom, and to deftroy fcripture witb 
fcripture ! 

Solomofty in the perfon of a defpondjng^ ignorant, indoleof i 
liver, fays to themanof righteoufnefs: *- Be not righteous over- 1 
much, neither make thyfelf overwife ; Why ihouldefl thou < 
deftroy thyfelf?" But muft my angry, over-fighted brother- 
Trappj therefore, perfonate a chara^ler fo unbecoming hil 
funSion, merely to overthrow the exprefs injun&ion of the 
Lord to us ; which obliges us never to give over purfuing and 
thirfting after the perfedl rightepufnefs of Christ, until «e 
reft in him ? Father, forgive him, for he knows not what he 
fays! 

What advantage might not fatan gain over the eledt^ if the 
falfe conftrudion, put upon this text by that unfeeing teacher, 
(hould prevail ! Yet though he bluihes not to afSft fatan to 
bruife our heel, I fhdll endeavour to bruife the heads of bocby 
byfhewing, 

I, Ftr^^ The genuine fenfe of the text in queftion, 

II. The chara£ler of the perfons, who are to be fuppofed- 
fpeaking here : And 

in. The cbarafter of the perfons fpoken to. 

From whence will naturally refult thcfe confequenccs* 

Firfij That the Doftor was grofly (Lord grant he was not 
malicioufly) miftaken in his explanatory fcrmon on this tcxt^ 
as well as in the applicaion of it. 



y» That he it a teacher and zpptoim^f^^il^otldlf 
taaxims. •^4 

fhirdlyy That ^le is of courfe an enemy to perfeft l-ighirtiil^ 
tiefs in men, through Christ Jesus, and^ therefore, no Ayciid 
TO Christ : And^ therefore^ that no one ought to be deltUed 
ly the falfe dodtrine he advances, to beguile the innocent, and 
fleceive, if poffible, even the eled. < 

r 
1. To come at the true fenfc of the text in guej^n, it 

Vill be neceflary to look back, to the precedinfiy||gfihlHVvhere 
the wife man, refleding on the vanities of his ycyfih) putt otX 
for a moment his former chara£ler. ** All things, have I ieta 
in the days ofmy Vanity : (and among the reft) there is a juft 
man that perilbeth in his righteoufnefs, and there is a wicked 
man who prolongeth his life in his wickednefs." Now it it 
tery ^ain, that he is not here talking of a mail, who is righ- 
teous over-much, in the Dodor's manner of underftanding 
. tbc words, that is, " faulty, and criminal by cXcefs." For 
on one fide he commends him for being a juft man^ and full 
• of righteoufnefs, and yet on the other tells us^ that his righ- 
teoufnefs is the fliortening of his life. VVhereas, had he looked 
upon his perifhing in righteoufnefs to be an over-righteoufnefs, 
be would never have called him a juft man. Neither by a 
wicked man, can he mean a man given up to the utmoft excefs 
of wickednefs, fmce he tells us^ that he prolongeth his life in 
(or by] his wickednefs. Who does not know^ that the excefs 
of almoft every kind of vice, is of itfelf a Ihortener of life. So 
^hat the whole pppofition and contraft lies between a good 
'tian, and a bad man. A good man whofe goodnefs (hortens 
^is life, a bad man whofe iniquity lengthens his life, or at 
J^ is not exceffive enpugh to fliorten the thread of it. 5^/^- 
^w, abforbedin thefe refledlions, fpeaks here by way oipro^ 
J^p^peia^ not the ferife of Solomon^ the experienced^ the learned^ 
the wife ; but of the former Solomon^ a vain young fellow, full 
^f felf-lovc, and the ftrong defires of life. In the quality of 
t'uch a onp then, he looks with the fame eye upon the righteous 
, tnan, who periihes in his righteoufnefs, as he would on ^ 
kicked one, who (hould perifh in his wickednefs. For it is 
tieither the righ^oufnefs of the one, nor the wickednefs of the 
. Dther^ that ofiends him, but the fuperlative degrees of both ; 
VoL.V. K which 

45 



r 146 ] 

which tending equally to fliorten life, he looks upon them al 
equally cppofite to the felf-love he fondles within higi. Audi (It 
therefore, he deems an excefs of debauchery as great an enemy b 
to the lading enjoyment of the pleafures of life, as an extra- a 
ordinary righteoufnefs would be. Well then might he fay to 
the latter, in this character, ^' Be not over-much wicked, 
neither be thou foolifh; why (houldft thou die before tby 
time ?" And to the former : '* Be not righteous over-mucb, 
neither make thyfelf over-wife: Why (houldft thou defiroy 
thyfelf?" 

What wonder then, that a youth of fprightlinefs and fenfc, 
but led away by felf-love to be fond of the pleafures and cq- 
joyments of life, when attained without hurry, and ppiiefled 
without rifk j what wonder, I fay, that fuch a youth (hould 
conceive an equal diflike to the fuperlative degrees of virtue 
and vice, and, therefore, advife fuch of his companion^^ giye 
into the excefs of debauchery, to refrain from it : as it mu^ 
infallibly tend to clog their underftandings, ftupify their fenfes, 
and entail upon their conftitutions a train of infirmities, which 
cannot but debilitate their natural vigour, and (horten their 
days? ^' Be not over-much wicked, neither be thou fooliih: 
Why fhouldft thou die before thy time ?" What wonder, that 
the fame felf-love fhould prompt him to difTuade fuch of his 
friends or acquaintance, as he wifhes to have for companions, 
and countenancers of his worldly-minded purfuits, from pur- 
fuiiig righteoufnefs and wifdom to a degree that muft deftroy 
in them all tafte of earthly pleafures, and may poffibly impair 
their conftitutions, and forward their end ? " Be not righteous 
over-much, neither make thyfelf overwifc : Why ftiouldftthou 
deftroy thyfelf?" 

This is the fenfe in which Solomon (placing himfelf in the 
ftate of vanity of his youth) fpeaks to the one, and the other : 
to the righteous, and to the ungodly. This is the true, ge- 
nuine fenfe of the letter; and every other fenfe put upon it, 
is falfe and groundlefs, and wrefted rather to pervert than ex- 
plain *the truth of the text. O chriftian fimplicity, whither 
art thou fled ? Why \M\ not the clergy fpeak truth ? And why 
•muft this falfe prophet fufFer thy people, O Lord, to believe a 
lye ? they have held the truth in unrighteoufnefs. Raife up, 
1 befeech thee, O Lord, fome true paftors, who may acquaint 
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hem with the nature and neccflity of perfeft rigtitcoiifnefif, 
md lead them to that love of chrillian perfeflion which the 
ingiy-minded, pleafure-taking Do6^or Trappy labours to divert 
hem from, by teaching, that '^ all chrifiians muft hate to do 
* with fome vanities." 

Is not the meaning of this text plain to the weakeft capa* 
:ity ? I haVc here givch it to you, as I have it from the mouth 
rf the royal preacher himfclf. I have made ufe of no ** phi- 
lofophy ^d vain deceit after the tradition 6f men, after the 
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ," to impcrfc Jt 
3e(hly fenfc upon you, for the fenfe of the word of God. No, 
[ hiavc given you a natural expofition, obvious from the very 
words themfeWes. Hence you may fee, my fellow- ftrugglerl 
in righteoufnefs, how grofly our angry adverfary is miftaken 
in his explanation of this text. Lord ! open his eyes, and 
touch his heart; and convert him, and all thofci erriftg mi^ 
niflers, who have feen vain and foolifli things for thy people, 
tod have not difcovered their iniquity, to turn away thy cap- 
tivity. For they have erred through wine, and through ftrong 
drink are out of the way : The prieft and the prophet have 
erred through ftrong drink, they are fwallowed up of wine^ 
they are out of the way through ftrong drink, they err in 
vifion^ they ftumble in judgment. 

It is^plain from the woids of the text, that the royal Preacher 
was fpeaking in the perfon of a vain worldling, when he faid, 
*• Be not righteous over-much ;*' whereby he meant to ex- 
hort the truly righteous not to be difmayed, terrified, or dif- 
turbed from their conftant purfuit of greater and greater per- 
ft£lton of righteoufnefs, until they reft in Christ ; notwith- 
ftanding the derifion, fleflily petfuafionj ill-treatment and per- 
fecution of worldly men: Whoj one day, repenting and groan- 
ing for anguifh of fpiritj ftall fay within themfelves, " Thefe 
were they whom we had fometime in derifion, and a proverb 
of reproach. We foolsj accounted their lives madnefs ; and 
Cheir end to be without honour. How are they numbered 
among the children of God, and their lot is among the 
fsints V 

How blind then is the application (not to fay perverfe) 
which this fclf-wife clergyman makes from the text, to fgch' 
BSy following the advice of the apoftle, [QoloJJlnu 2.) *' fet 
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** their afleAion on things above, not on things 6n th'eearth:^ 
Muft haftiners in anger get the better of fenre and truth i Mod 
^he people be mifled becaufe the paftor cannot, or will ooC 
Jee ? Or muft the injunAion of Christ, ** Be perfect, even 
as your Father, who is in heaven, is pcrfeft,** give place to 
the maxim of the heathen Tulfy : The greateft reproach to a phiw 
lofopher, is to confute his doctrine by his praSice } if this be 
the cafe, alas, what a deplorable, unfpeakably deplorable con- 
dition is that of fome chriftians ! Wherefore, «* thus faith tbt 
Lord concerning the prophets who make his people to err» 
that bite with their teeth and cry peace ; and he that ptrttetb 
not into their mouths, they even prepare war againft him: 
therefore night fhall be unto you, that ye fhall not have «t 
vifion, and it (ball be dark unto you, that ye ihall not divine^ 
Imd the fun fhall go down over the prophets, and the dajr 
Ihall be dark oyer them. 

But I will leave thefe lovers of darknefs, and turn to yod^ 
O beloved^ t\t&, of God ! I befeecb you, by the bowels of 
Christ^ fuffer not yourfelves to be deceived by their flatter- 
ing, fin-foothing fpeeches* ** Be not of that rebellious people^ 
lying children, children who will not hear the law of tbc 
Lord : who fay to the feers, fee not ) and to the prophets^ 
propiiefy not Unto us right things, fpeak unto us fmooth 
things-, propbefy deceits/' Follow not thofe, who flatter yoia 
in the vanitits they pra£life themfelves. O may you never b^ 
t>f the nutabe'r of thofe, in the perfon of whom Sslo/mm hcreT 
fays, ^^ Be hot righteous oveNmuch ;" for their chancer » 
4he charafter of the beaft* 

II. The chahider of the perfons, who are to be fiti^red 
fpeaking here in the text, is in a word the fame with the' 
chartifter of thofe whom SohmoH here perfonates : who» 4s 
is already (hewn, are a vain fet of men^ neither righteous 
enough to have an habitual defire of improving virtue to its 
perfedbion, nor quite fo dagitious as to gite into felf-deftroy* 
ing vices : in a word$ they are felf->>lovers, the fo)e end of 
Whofe purfuits, whether indiiFerent, bad, or laudable in them* 
felves, is felf-enjoyment. Infomuch that they look npDit 
virtue and vice^ righteoufriefs and wickednefs^ vtrith the fawtte 
fjre^ and their fondnefs or averfion for both is alike, as their. 
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rfiftrent <f«greei appear to be the means to enhance and pro« 
long the enjoyment of pleafure, or to leflen and ihorten thofe 
.pleafurei. Thus any , virtue, while it is kept within fuch 
ixmnds as may render it fubfervient to the pleafurable degrees 
of vice, will meet with no oppofition from them; on the 
contrary, they will even commend it. But the moment it 
I becomes a reftraint to vice in moderation (if I may be allowed 
, to make ufe of terms adequate to their fyftem) from that mo- 
ncnt it gives oflTence, and they put in their caveat, '* Be nqt 
righteous over-much." In like manner, vice, while confined 
lo certain limits, which rather improve than obftru£t plea- 
tores, is with them a defirable good ; but no fooner does it 
; hunch out into any depth, fufficient to drown and diminiib 
the reliih of thofe pleafures, than they declare open war againft 
I it} << Be not over-much wicked.'* And the reafon they affign 
for their oppofition in both cafes, is the fame: ^< why 
ihouldft thou deftroy thyfelf ? Why (houldft thou die before 
thy time V^ Sush is the prudence of the world, the flefli, and 
(bedevil. Such the maxims of thcfe refined libertines, fy 
Quch the more dangerous fa they are lefs obvious i fo much 
the more infinuating, as they are removed from certain extra- 
^^agancies capable of fliocking every man who has the lead (enff^ 
^d delicacy. O, Lord, how true is it, that the fons of 
darknefs are wifer in their generation than the fons of light ! 
- You are not then^ beloved in the Lord, to imagine that 
yiiur greateft oppofition, in firuggling for perfe£l righteoufnefs, 
'i to come from profligates^ from men whofe enormous vices 
Create horror even to themfelves : no, your mod dangerous^ 
^oft formidable enemies, are the kind of men I have painted 
^o yoa, who render vice relilhable with a mixture of apparent 
Virtue, and cloath wickednefs in the apparel of righteoufnefs : 
^^ Beware of them, for they come to you in the cloathing of 
Q^eep, but inwardly are ravenous wolves." 

fh\% perverfe generation will enfnare you into ungodlinefs, 
Hy Teeming oppofitions to vice, and allow you to fwallow the 
^eemings of virtue and righteoufnefs like an emetic, only to 
iMike forth the reality of them* They paint black, white, 
^nd the white they convert into black. Not content witfa^ 
lii:ei|iing Y/\\f^t they are not, they labour to make you, what^ 
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tijey ||re. Rigbteoufnefs and wickednefs they interweave to 
an artful tiflue, capable of deceiving the very ele£t, and diffi.7 
pult for the mod difccrning aoiong them to unravel ; as alms; 
giving and avarice, pride and humility, temperance and lux- 
ury, are dextroufly blended together ; while as mutual carl;;! 
to each other, they combine to fiem the tide of ipipedimenU 
tp worldly enjoyment, which might flow from extraordinary 
degrees on either fide. Thus " Almfgiving (ypu J^re told) if 
very excellent," and you belieye the propofitiop, without 
knowing the particular fenfe it is fpoken in, which is, tb^ 
alms-giving is an excellent curb upon avarice, by preferving 
a rich man from fuch a fuperlative love of money as deprives 
nim of the felf- enjoyment of it. And upon the ftfengtb <i 
this belief, the worldly-minded man, who labours to deceivf 
you, gaips credit enough with you to eAablifli this m^im. 
that all fuperlative degrees of alms-giving, are gTi^tfim^^ ao^ 
that a man muft never fell all he h^s ai^d giye it to the poor; 
pccaufe fome may have families of their own, and ought t^ 
make fufEcient provifion for them, according to that proverb 
*' Charity begins at home ;" when no one, at leaft fcarq 
any one, is wife enough to know, when he has a fu^ciency 
P Lqrd, which are we tp believe, thefe worldlings, or ihcc. 
If thou dofl: deceive us, wl^y doft thou threaten us with pi^ 
niflimcnts, if we do not heed thee ? And if the world is de 
ceitful, {hall we not flee from it to cleave to thee ? 

" Pride is a great finV even with thefe worldlings, ina( 
much as the external exceffes of it, may obftrudl the way tJ 
m?ny ambitious terminations of view, ai;id its internal agita 
tioniarethe deftru£lion of thiit peace, to yv^iich even felf 
love aipires ; befides, the frequent extravagancy of i^s motion 
may not only be prejudicial to health, but a {hortner of lift 
And, thereifore, no wonder they (hould obje£k againft ii 
•** Be not over much wicked ; why fhouldft thou die befoi 
thy timie ?" For this reafon, they look upqn 9 little mixtui 
of humility to be not only commendable, but even necefiar 
to curb the extravagant failles of an over-bearing pride, ^i 
then a fuperlative degree; of humility, that is, humility fH 
from the leaft tindure of pride or vanity, which is the {1^ 
with them, as *^ an oyer-Jirained humilityy is a fault as yt^ 
t* *? folly •" bccaufe, forfooth, it is an expediment to the (eli 
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ef^n^ait of the world and its pleadires ; *' All chriftians 
•* muft have to do with feme vanities, or elfe they muft needs 
'.*gooutof the world indeed ; for the world itfelf is all over 
" vanity." .'Tis nothing, therefore, furprifmg, my brethren, 
tofi^ a man of this caft of mind makins; a vain oftentation 
of hJ8 little fuperficial acquaintance, with the antient Greekt 
and Romans* What is this but a£ling conformably to his own 
priociple, that 'Vail chriftians muft have to do with fome 
yanities ?" And Ihall we wonder to hear fuch a one prefer 
their writings, to thofe of an apoftle \ or be aftoniftied to fee 
him wound the apoftle with raillery, through your fides, for 
wiihing to know nothing but Jesus Christ, and him cru- 
cified ? No, with him it is confiftency to laugh and reprove 
you out of .the perfedion of righteoufnefs, which, however 
he may play with terms, is with him the fame as being righte- 
ous over-much ; but with you it would be inconfiftcncy, who" 
ought to know no difference between being righteous, and 
Jiving in a perpetual, habitual defire of being fuperlatively fo. 
It is no more then, than you ought to expefi: to hear fuch 
advocates for the world cry out to you, " Be not righteous 
j ovcr-n^uch : why fhould you deftroy yourfelves ?" But, 
\ {.ORD, furely this is not the fame voice which tells us, that 
unlefs we humble ourfelves like unt9 children, we fhall not 
I ^ter into the kingdom of. heaven, and that he is greateft 
[ there, who humbles himfelf the moft like a child ! But what 
\ will not men advance who are drunk with paflion, and intox* 
\ icated with felf-love ? 

•* The vice of intemperance in eating, and drinking, ia 
"plain to every body,'* they own. And, therefore, they 
give it up as an excefs which cannot but tend to the impairing 
of health, and (hortening of life: nay, it drowns the very rer. 
lifliof pleafure in actual eating and drinking. Hence will every 
J^ned debauchee exclaim againft it with Dr. Trapp : " Be 
not over much wicked : why ftiouldft thou deftroy thyfelf?*^ 
Litde fobriety, fay they, is requifite to give a zcft to luxury 
*nd worldly pleafures. But too much of it is too much, " to 
"cat nothing but bread and herbs, and drink nothing but 
" water, unlefs there be a particular reafon for it (fuch perr 
" haps as Doctor Cheyne may aflign) is folly at heft, (that is, 
"even though it be dox^e for Christ'* fake) therefpre- 
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M no virtue;*' ^< Be not then righteout over-much, wtf 
ihoulJft thou deftroy tbyfclf ?" And if you {hould anTwer thefr 
carnally-minded mtn with the words of the apoftle, i2Mi. viu, 
<> We are debtors, not to the fLtftu to live after the fldht 
For if we live after the fle(h, we fliall die : but if we, throogh 
the fpirit, do mortify the deeds of the fleiht we fhall \iw,^ 
%f you anfwer them thus, they will tell you, << this is teach* 
^* ing for do^rines the commandments of men.'* And it will 
be to as little purpofe to anfwer them, with what St. Pm/ 
feys elfcwhere {Rom. xiv. 17.) "The kingdom of Go» 
|s not meat and drink, but righteoufnefs, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoft ;" They will not blu(b to tell you, 
that ^^ our bleflcd Saviour came eating and drinking, nay 
*' worked -a miracle to make wine (at an entertainment) when 
^* it is plain there had been more drank than was nefceflary." 
To fuch lengths does the love of the world hurry thefe felf- 
fond, merry-making worldlings I Tell them of felf-denial, 
they jfvill not hear you, it is an encroachment upon the plea- 
fores of life, and may (borcen it of a few days, which you are 
never fure of poffeffing ; it is being '* righteous over-much: 
why (houldft thou deilroy thyfelf ?" Jbsus, you will ray,tdb 
us {John xii. 25.) ^' He that loveth his life (ball lofe it, and 
he that hateth his life in this world, {ball keep it unto life '^ 
eternal." But this and the like, they will inform you, ** ire "= 
hyperbolical phrafes." Now what figniHes minding Jbsus, ^ 
when he fpeaks byperbolically, that is, fpeaks more- than is^^ 
ftri£tly true. Yet, O Lord Jf sus, grant us to mind thee, ^^^ 
whatever thefe worldlings may fay i remind us, that if any^^ 
man will come after thee, he muft deny himfelf, and tal 
up his crofs, and follow thee ! O how enlarging is it tQ 
foul, to take up the crofs of Chri$t and follow himr! 

But yovi are charged, ye beloved lovers of perfeft r}ghi 
oufncfs, with extravagances. You allow of ♦* no fort 0:^ 
♦* recreation or diverfion 5 nothing bi|t an univerfal mortifi^ 
<* cation and felf-denial 5 no pleafurc but from religion only :*^ 
you teach ^' that the bodily appetites muft not be iii the Iea{f 
** degree gratified, any farther than is abfolutely neceflary to 
** keep body and foul together, and mankind in being i Nc 
^* allowances are to be made for melancholy misfortunes, er 
^^ huiJfi.aii infirmity : grief tnuft be cur<:d only by. prayer 5" (t 
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Wi^grievancethi9,~tofiich as think prayer burdeniome a^ 
beft) ^^To divert it by wo^dly amufements is carnal.** ^ 
heavy charge this : but left it ihouU (eem fo only to thofif 
ctraal perfoDS, who are rciblved to give way to their- carnal 
appetites ; what you look upon as advifable only, thefe per«« 
verters of truth infinuate to be looked upon by you as indi(^ 
penfable duties* And kft prevarication (bould fail, down-' 
right fiaMhoods muft be placed te your account^ ^* fo that td 
*^ tafte an agreeable fruit, or fmell to a rofe, muft be unlaws 
" (ul with you," however you difown it. But O, rty be- 
loved chriftians, be not difcouraged from the purfuit of per^ 
feSt righteoufnefs by thefe or fuch vile mifreprefentations. 
For *^ bleffed are ye when men fhall revile you, abd Iball ftf 
all manner of evil againft you falfely for the fake bf CHRisf 
Jasi/s. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad : For great is your 
fewaid in heaven : for fo perfecuted they the prophets wha 
Were before you/* 

Thus far, then, may fuffice to (hew clearly with whairdart^ 

^erous views the worldly-minded men, whom Solomon per» 

donates in the text before us, lay fiege to your fouls in fair 

speeches. What I have faid, is enopgh to convince yotr^ 

^liat their character is that of the beaft, whom St. John^ in 

^lie Revelations, ^^ faw coming up* from the fea (that is^, t\A 

Qagitious world) with feven heads." And what fliall we fay 

v^f aman, a clergyman, who teaches, and is an advocate fof 

^heir perverfe dodrines ? May we not, nay, muft we not, 

Wot the glory of God, and your good, inform you, that he 

& a ^' Teacher and approver of Worldly maxims.'* May I 

sot, nay, muft I not, give you this caution with the royal 

preacher : ** When he fpeaketh fair, believe him not, for 

there are feven abominations in his heart ?'* But bow difFer-r 

ent is the charadter I have given you, from the cbara<5ler 

of the perfons to whom the text under confideration is fpoken i 

that is, the chara£ler of all fuch, as, like you, are refolved 

never to reft, YiU they reft in Christ Jesus. To (hew thisj 

I fliall now pafs to my third point. 

UL To what fort of perfons does Solomon in the charafier 
of a worldling addrefs himfelf, when he fays, <' Be not righte* 
ous over-much, neither make thyfelf over-wife : why fhouldft 
fhoa dcfcoy thyfelf?" Not to the wicked^ *tis plain i for be- 
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fides that it would have |been an unneceflaiy precaution, ho 
ti^ns to thefe in the next verfe with another kind of warning, 
which however has fome analogy with this. << Be not over* 
much wicked, neither be thou foolifh, why (houldft thou die 
before thy time?" Was it then to the righteous, in a com- ]^!;«a 
xnon way ; that is, to fuch - as content themfelvea with the 
obfervance of the abfolute eflentials of God's laws ? Surely 
Qur adverfaries will not allow this, unlefs they be of opinioni 
that to be righteous at all, is to be righteous over-much; 
And yet it cannot poffibly be fuppofed that the perfons fpoken 
to, are men perfedly righteous ; fince, as I proved to you, 
in the introduction of this difcourfe, till we conde up to the 
perfedion of our heavenly father, we can never be righteous 
tncugbj much lefs perfe^ly righteous : wherefore, aa in this 
life, men cannot attain to the perfedion of their heavenly fa^ 
(her, it follows in courfe that the perfons here fpoken to, can-^ 
not be men perfedly righteous, there being no fuch men tx^ 
iftings for as St. John faith, '' If we fay that we have no fin^ 
we deceive ourfelves, and the truth is not in us." Alas, C^ 
Lqro, when (ball we be delivered from the body of thi^ 
death ? 

It remains, that the perfons fpoken to, in the text, are fuch. ' 

only, as perfifting ftedfaftly in a firm adherence to all th( 
efTential laws of God, content not themfelves with the prao 
tice of commop virtues in a common degree, but live in 
perpetual habitude of defires, ftruggles, and yearnings toward; 

an intimate union with Christ, the perfedion of righteouf< • 

nefs. They are not of the number of thofe righteous with ^ 
indifference, who would fain blend the fervice of God 
mammon, would fain have CnaisT and the world for theii 
mafters, and halting between two, jike the children oi IfiraeB 
of old, with th^ir faces to heaven, and their hearts to thcs 
earth, are neither hot nor cold. Alas, would they were cold. 
pr hot ! But '^ becaufe they are luke-warm, and neither colJ. 
Dor hot, theLoRD (hall fpew them out of his mouth," 

Not fo the perfons fpoken to in my text ; not fo you, O 
beloved in God, who having ihaken off the world and 
worldly affcftions, to run the more fwiftly after righteoufnefSf 
bate your own lives for the fake of Christ. Happy, happy 
arf all you^, who put on c.ur Lord J^su$> and with him the 
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sew mtn t '^* You are the true\circumcifion which worfhip 
Goo in fpirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no 
confidence in the flefh." 

What wonder then, chriftians ? To you I fpeak, all yn 
lovers and ftrugglers after the perfe£t righteoufnefs of your 
dirine Maftcr Christ ; what wonder is it, that you fliould: 
Ik charged with enthufiafm, with folly, with fanaticifm and', 
madncft ? Were not the apoftlcs fo before yqu, when thcjr: 
preached Christ Jesus ? Nay were they not reputed drunk 
with wine ? Can you be amazed* at it in an age, *f when all ' 
^ manner of vice abounds to a degree almoft unheard of,'^ 
when the land is full of adulterers, and bccaufe of fwcaringi 
tie land mourneth. O how is the faithful city become an* 
harlot ! my heart within me is broken, becaufe of the clergy,: 
all my bones (bake ? I am like a drunken man, and like ^ 
man whom wine hath overcome ; becaufe of the Lord, and. 
Ibecaufe of the words of bis holinels, perverted by this deluded 
clergyman. 

When the clergy, whom Christ has appointed to teafch 
his people *' to walk before him and he perfedt,'' become 
teachers of worldly maxims, what can be cxpefted from the 
laity ? 4t is notorious, that for tbp moralizing iniquity of the 
pried, the land q^ourns. They have preached and lived manjf 
Cncere perfops out of the church of England. They cndea- 
\our to Ghake you vain : (as the prophets did in the days of 
Jeremiah) they fpeak a vifion out of their own mouth, and 
not: out of the mouth of the Lord. In a word, ^^ both 
\^ prophet and prieft are prophane, and do wickednefs in the. 
" very hotife pf the Lord." Nay, they fay ftill to them who, 
defpife the Lord, The Lord hath faid, ye (hall have peace ; 
and they fay to every one who walkcth after the imagination; 
pf his own heart. No evil fhall come upon yqu. 

Such is the language, my beloved lovers of chriftian per-^ 
fe£tion, which the indolent, earthly-minded, pleafure-taking 
qjergy of the church of £//^/^;7^/, ufe to ftrengthen the hands 
of evil-doers, that none may return from his wickednefs. 
Such is the dodrine of the letter-learned divine, who has 
dipped his pen in gall, to decry perfeft righteoufnefs, and to 
deludeyoufrom.it, with a falfe application of that text fo 
grpfly mifunderfiood by him : ^^ Bq not righteous over-much, 

neither 
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neitlier be thou ovcr<-wifc : why fliouMft thoti deftr^ ffe^ 
fdfi'^ But fuiFer not yourrelves, my fellow-chrifttani, to to 
deluded by him. For as I have already, {hewn to you, he » 
grofly ( Lord grant he was not malkioufly) miftaken in hit 
manner of explaining this text ; and fo &r from aiaking % 
right application of it according to the wife, the experienced' 
&hmon's intention, he ads the character of a vain Hboninc* 
fill! of felf-love, and earthly defires, whom Sohmon but perfo-^ 
nated, to ridicule. But the dodor by realizing that charaAer 
in bimfelf, becomes the teacher and approver of worldly max- 
ims, which he applies to you, on purpofe to deftroy in yo9 
the yearnings after perfed righteoufnefs in Chxist. May I 
not then, nay, muft I not warn you, my beloved, that tbi^ 
man is an enemy to perfefi righteous in men through Christ 
Jesus, and, therefore, no friend to Christ? O that my 
bead was an ocean, and my eyes fountains of tears, to wce^ 
SMght and day for this poor creature, this hood«wink:ed mem* 
ber of the clergy. 

Pray you, O true chriftians, pray and figh mightily to the 
tiORD ; importune him in the behalf of this erring paftor i 
pray that he would vouchfafe to open the eyes, and touch the 
ftubborn heart of this fcribr, that he may become better in^ 
ftruded. Otherwife, as the Lord faid by the mouth of his 
true prophet Jeremiah^ *^ Behold, I will feed him with 
wormwood, and make him drink the water of gall ; for from 
ISim is prephanenefs gone forth into all the land.'* 

This good, howe^r, hath he done by attempting to (hew 
the folly, fin, and danger of that which he mifcalls being 
righteous over*much, that is, being fuperlatively righteous," 
in defire and habitual ftruggles ; he has thereby given me' 
the occafion to (hew you, brethren, in the courfe of this fer- 
mon, the great and real folly, fin, and danger of not bein^ 
righteous enough ; which, perhaps, I (hould never have 
thought of doing, had not his falfe do£lrine pointed out to 
me the necefSty of doing it. Thus does the all-wife pro- 
vidence of God, make ufe of the very vices of men to draw 
good out of evil ; and chufe their very errors to confound 
fklfehood and make way for truth. Though this fhould be 
more than our angry adverfary intended, yet. Lord, re#' 
ward hirp according to hi* work? ; ami fulfcr him ^o longer 
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tb be httty in his words, that we muj have room to emertaih 
f better hopes of him for the future. 

I Blefled be God for fending you better guides ! I am cori* 
vinccd it was his divine will r our dear fellow-creature. Doc* 
tor Trapp^ falling into fuch errors, has given fo great a fhock 
tothefound religion of cbriftian firftHion^ that unlefs I had 
tippofed him, I verily believe the whole flock who liftened tQ 
bit dodrine, would have been fcattered abroad like fheep 
' baving no ihepherd. ** But woe to ye fcribcs and pharifees ! 
Woe be unto the paftort that deftroy and fcatter the jbeep of 
tnypafture, faith the' Lord/' 

Full well I know that this fermon will not be pleafing^tb 

Biy poor peevifli adverfary ; but correAton is not to pleafufi: 

but to profit: few children can be brought willingly to kifs 

the rod which rebuketh them \ though, when they become 

^f riper underftanding, they will blefs the band that guidet) 

it. Thus ihall this angry man, I truft, thank me one day 

ft^r reproving him, when his rcafon fliall be reftored to him 

^y the light of the holy fpirit. O Lord, grant thoa this 

light unto hini, and fuffer him to fee with what bowels of 

I^ity and tendernefs I love him in thee, even while I chaften 

«^im. 

Neither am I infenfible, brethren, how ofFcnfive my words 

'^yill be to worldlings in general, who loving falfehood better 

^lian triith, and the flefh before the fpirit, will ftill prefer the 

^o£lor's fin-foothing dodrines to the plain gofpel verities 

preached by me. O how my foul pities them. But I have 

^one my duty, I wa(h my hands, and am innocent of the 

^lood of all. I have not fought to pleafe my hearers, but 

Viave fpoken plain truth though it (hould offend. For what 

things were gain to me, thofe I counted lofs for Christ ^ 

^nd hope I (hall ever do fo. Not that I prefume to think 

^nyfelf already perfect. But ** I prefs forward towards the 

^nark^ for the prize of the high-calling of God in Christ 

Jesus/* 

None of us, as I before told you, can boaft of having at- 
tained the fummit of perfection ^ though, he is the neareft to 
it, who is wideft from the appetites of the flefli, and he ftands 
the higheft, who is the lowlieft in his own eftecm ; where-* 
fore^ as many of us as have made any advances towards 

Christ 
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.GuRitf and his kingdom, ^' whereto we have alreadf 
<< tained, let us walk by the fame rule, let us mind the fan 
" thing/' 

Walk not then, brethren, according to the ways of thv c 

.^orld : but be followers of Christ together with me. And m f 
any, even an angel of light, ibould prefume to teach you am y 
other gofpel than that which I have here taught you, let hiran 
be accurfed. *^ For you will find many walking, like fuch c^f 
whom I have told you already, and now tell you v^eepinpg> 
that they are the enemies of the crofs of Christ : whofe eim ^ 
is deftrudion, whofe God is their belly : and whofe glory is & H 
their (hame, for they mind worldly things. But your cor^- 
verfation is in heaven, from whence alfo you look for tL -Mt 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ : whofliall change yoi_ar 
vile bodies, that they may be faihioned like unto his gloriov-JS 
^ody, according to the working whereby he is able to fu^5- 
due even all things unto himfelf," even the fiubborn he^^rf 
bf our pcrverfe adverfary. 

Which God. of his infinite mercy grants Uq* 
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SERMON XI. 

The Benefits of an Early Piety, 

cached at Bow Chuvchj London^ before the Reli- 
gious Societies* 

■ > ^ Ml ■ * III I I ' III 11 I 

£c CL £ s. xii. i« 
Remember now thy Creator in the Days of thy Touth. 

1 HE amiablenefs of religion in itfelf, and the innume- 
. rable advantages that flow from it to fociety in gene* 
as well as to each fincere profefTor in particuUr, cannot 
recommend it to the choice of every confiderate perfon, 
1 make, even wicked men, as they wifli to die the death, 
n their more fober intervals, to envy the life of the righte- 
. And, indeed, we muft do the world fo m.uchjufticc, 

confefs, that th^ queftion about religion does not ufu- 
arife from a difpute whether it be ^Rceflary or not (for 

1 men fee the neceffity of doing fomething for the falva- 
k of their fouls ;) but when is the beft time to fet about it. 
fons are convinced by univerfal experience, that' the firft 
ys or endeavours towards the attainment of religion, are 
nded with feme dijfficulty and trouble, and therefore they 
dd willingly defer the beginning of fuch a feemingly 
;rateful work, as long as they can. The wanton pro- 
al, who is fpending his fubftance in riotous living, cries, 
ittle more pleafure, a little- more fenfuality, and then 
nil be fober in earneft. The .covetous worldling, that 
ploys all his care and pains in *' heaping up riches, 
hough he cannot tell who fliall gather them," does not 
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flatter himfclf that this will do always ; but hopes with the I 
rich fool in the gofpel, to lay up goods for a few more yean 
on earth, and then he will begin to lay up treafures in heaven, 
And, in Ihort, thus it is that xnoft people are convincfed of 
the'ileceffity of being religious fome~tiine or another ; but chen, 
like FiUx^ they putofFtbeadingfuitably to their convidiom, 
'till, what thdy imagine, a more convenient (caJToii : whereas, 
would we be fo humble as to be guided by the experience and 
counfel of the wifeft men, we ihould learn that youth is the 
fitteil feafon for religiop ; *< j&emember now thy creator, 
(fays &&«*») in the days of thy youth/' By the word r#- 
mimhiTj we are not to underftand a bare fpeculative remem- 
brance, or calling to mind, (for that, like a dead faith, will 
profit us nothing,) but fucb a remembrance zs will confiraiv 
us to obedience, and oblige us out of. gratitude, to perform 
all that the Lord our God ihajl require of us. For as the 
forgetting God in fcripture language, implies a totainegjefi 
of our duty, in like manner remembring him fignifies a per^ 
fedl performance of it: fo that, vfhcn SoUmort fays, *^ Rc« 
member thy Creator in the days of thy youth," it !s the 
fame as if he had faid, keep God's commandments ; or^ in 
other words, be religious in the days of thy youth, thereby 
impFying, that youth is the moft proper feafon for it. 

I fhall in the following difcourfe, 

Firjl, Endeavour to make good the wife man's propofitiofl| 
implied in the wmls ofthetexi 
is the fitted ksiim for religion 



S$condlyy By way of motive, I fhall confider the many tinfpeak^ 
able advantages that will arife from, '* Remembering our 
Creator in the days of our youth/* And, 

Thirdly^ I ihall Conclude with a word or two of exhortatioa 
to the younger part of this audience, 

Firjly I am to make good the wife man's propofitioil, ii»* 
plied in the words of the text, and to (hew that youth is the 
fittcft feafon for religion : «' Remember now thy Creator itt 
the days of thy youth/' But to proceed more clearly in tW» 
argument, it may not be improper, firfts to explain what 
I Jmeaa 
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mean by the word reiighn. By this term^ then, I would 
ot be underftood to mean a bare outward profeffion or naming 
tie name of Christ; for we are told, that many who have 
!fen prophefied in his name, and in his name caft out devils^ 
thall notwitbftanding be rejected by him at the lad day i nor 
Would I underfland by it, barely being admitted into Christ's 
church by baptifm ; for then Simon Magus^ Arius^ and the 
herefiarchs of old^ might pafs for religious perfons } for thefe 
were baptized 2 aor yet the receiving the other feal of the co-- 
venant, for then Judas himfelf might be canonized for a faint % 
aor indeed do I mean any or all of thefe together, ccnfidercd 
by themleives I but a thorough, real, inward change of na- 
ture, wrought in us by the powerful operations of the Holy 
Ghoft, conveyed to and nourifhed in our hearts, by a con- 
ibnt ufe of all the means of grace, evidenced by a good life^ 
and bringing forth the fruits of the fpirit. 

The attaining this real, inward religion, Is a work of fd 
great difficulty, that Nicodimusy a learned ioStov and teacher 
in Ifrailj thought it altogether impoffiblc, and therefore igno- 
nntly aflced our bleflfed Lord, *^ How this thing could be ?'' 
And, trufyj to re£tify a difordered natute, to mortify our cor- 
nipt paffions, to turn darknefs to light, to put off the old 
man^ and put on the new, and thereby t6 have the image of 
Goo reinftamped upon the foul^ ctr, in one word, '^ to be 
born again," however light fome may make of it, muft, aftei* 
all our endeavours, t>e owned by man to be impoiSble. It is 
tnie, indeed, CHRist's yoke is faid to be an eafy or a gra- 
cious yoke, and his burthen light ; but \htttfl$ is to thofe only 
to whom grace has been given to bear and draw in it. For^ 
as the wife fon of S/rtffi& obferves, ** At firft wifdom walked 
** with her children in crooked ways, and brings them intoJ 
'^fearj and torments them with her difcipline^ and does not 
** turn to comfort and rejoice them., 'till {he has tried them 
^' and proved their judgment." No ; we muft not flatter 
ourfelves that we fhall walk in wifdom's pleafant ways, unlefs 
We firft fubmit to a great many difficulties. The fpiritual birth 
>s attended with its pangs, as well as the natural : for they 
ftat have experienced it, (and they only are the proper judges,) 
^ acquaint you, thai in all things that are deatio corrupt 

Vol. V. L nature^ 
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nature, we rAuft deny ourfelves, ]e(V, after al], when we conitf 
to the birth, wc (hould want ftrength to bring forth. 

But if thefe things are fo i if there are difficulties and pangi 
attending our being born again ; if we muft deny ourfelveS| 
what feafon more proper than that of youth ? When, 
if ever, our bodies are robuft and vigorous and our minds 
adive and coumgious ; and, confequently, we are then 
beft quali&ed to endure hardnefs, as good foldiers of Jksvs 
Christ. 

We find, in fecular matters, people commonly obfcrve thb 
method, and fend their children abroad among the toils and 
fatigues of bufinefs, in their younger years, as well knowing 
they are then fitted to undergo them. And why do thef.. 
not z& with the fame confiftency in the grand affair of reli* 
gion ? Becaufe, as our Saviour has told us, *^ The children 
of this world are wifer in their generation than the children 
of light.'* 

But, Snondly^ If pure and undcfiled religion confifts in tho 
renewal of our corrupted natures, then it is not only a work 
of difficulty, but, the perfcflion of it, of time. 

And if this be the cafe, then it highly concerns every one 
to fet about it betimes, and to *' work their work while it is 
day, before the night cometh, when no man can work." 

Could we, indeed, live to the age of Metkufelab^ and IumI 
but little bufinefs to employ ourfe!ves in« we might then be 
ttiore cxcu&ble, if we made no other ufe of this world, than 
what too many do, iskt our paflime therein : but fince our 
lives are fo very ftort, and we are called to work out our fal** 
vation with fear and trembling, we have no room left for 
trifling, left we (hould be fn itched away whi^e our lamps are 
untiimmed, and we are entirely unprepared to meet tbt 
Bridegroom. 

Did we know a friend or neighbour, who had a long joui* 
ney of the utmotl importance to make, and yet (hould ftanii 
all the day idle, ne^lcC^in^ to fet out till the fun was about 
to go down, we could not but pity and condemn his egjep- 
ous tolly. And yet it is to be feared mofl men arc juft fucb 
fools; they have a long journey to take, ray, a journey to 
rierni:y^ a journey of infinite in*pcrtancr, and which they ait 
obliged 10 dit'patch bcfor c the fun of their natural life be gone 
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mn ; and yet they loiter away the time allotted thenl to ptt^ 
•nn their journey in, till fickncfs or death furprizes them | 
od then they cry out, ** What Ciall we do to inherit eternal 
ihV* But leaving fuch to the mercies of GoD in Christ^ 
fho can call at the eleventh hour^ I paA on to 

V 

The Second general thing propofed. To (hew the advan- 
t^ that will arife from remembering o«tr Creator in the da) $ 
of our youth } which may ferve as fo many motives to excite 
and quicken all perfons immediately to fet about it. 

"^ And the firft benefit refulcing from thence is, that it will 
liring moft honour and glory to God. This^ I fuppofe, every 
ferious perfon will grant, ought to be the point in which our 
aSions ihould centre ; for to this end were we born, and to 
this end were we redeemed by the pl-ecious blood of Jesus 
Christ, that we (hould promote God's eternal glory. And 
IS the glory of God is moft advanced by paying obedience to 
liis precepts, they that begin fooncft to walk in his ways, a£t 
moft to his glory. The common objection againft the di- 
vine ]aws in general, and thb doArines of the gofpel in parti-> 
cular, is, that they are not practicable i that they are contrary 
to fle(h and blood i and that all thofe precepts concerning^ 
felf-denial, renunciation of and deadnefs to the world, are hue 
iomany arbitrary reftraints impofed upon human nature : but 
when we fee mere ftriplings not only praflifing, but delighting 
in fuch religious duties, and in the days of their youth^ 
When, if ever, they have a rclifli for fehfual pleafures^ fubdu- 
Ing and defpifing the luft of the flefh, the luft of the eye^ 
(Uid the pride of life ) this, this is pleafing to GoD ^ this 
vindicates his injured honour ; this (hews that his fervice is 
ftrkSt freedom, ** that his yoke is eafy^ and his burdeni 
light." 

But, Sicondly^ as an early piety redounds moft to the honour 
of God, fo it will bring moft honour to ourfelves : for thofs^ 
that honour God, God will honour. We find it, therefore^ 
Remarked to the praife of Obadiah^ that he ferved the Lor0 
from his youth : of Samuel^ that he ftood, when youn^, befojrp 
God in a linen ephod : of Timothy^ that from a child be had 
known the holy fcriptures : of St. JJmi .that he was tiie 
jroungeft and moft beloved difciple : and of our blefled Lor0 
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himfcir, that at twelve years old he went up to.tbc tcmgle^ aiuf,, 
fat among the dod^ors, both hearing and afking ihcm queA 
ilorts. 

Nor, Thirdly^ will an early piety afford us Icfs comfort tba« 
honour, not only becaufe it renders religion habitual to us, but 
alfo becaufc it gives us a well- grounded affurance.of the fin- 
ceriiy of our profcflion. Was there.no other arguontHt 
againft a death-bed repentance, but the unratisfadorinefs ami, 
anxiety of fuch a (late, that (bould be fuficicnc to d^terall. 
thinking perfons from deferring the moft important hufineii; 
of their life to fuch a dreadful period of it. .For.fuppofihg* 
man to be fincere in his profeifion of repentance on a death-., 
bed (which, in moft cafes, is very much to be doubted) yet, be 
is often afraid left his convidions and remorfe proceed not from 
a true forrow for fin, but a fervile fear of punifhment. But 
One, who is a young faints need fear no fuch perplexity }, be 
knows that he loves God for his own fake, and is not driveA 
to him by a dread of impending evil ; be does not decline tte.. 
gratifications of fcnfe, becaufe he can no longer ** hear tbt: i 
voice of finging men and finging women \* but willinglf 
takes up his crofs, and follows his blefled Mafter in hi* 
youth, and therefore has reafon to exped greater confidence 
of his fincerity towards Goo. But farther, as an early i 
piety aflures the heart of its fincerity, fo, Itkewtfe, it brings 
itis prefent reward with it, as it renders religion and all '■ 
its duties habitual and eafy. A young faint, was you toalk \ 
him, would joyful! y.tefl you the unfpeakable comfort of beV ; 
ginning to be religious betimes : as for his part^ he knows not 
Ivhat menlnean by talking of mortification, felf-rfenial, aoJ 
retiretnent, as hard and rigorous duties; for he has foaccaf* 
tomed himfelf to them, that, by the grace of GoD, they artf 
now become even natural, and he takes infinitely mgrc pica-* 
fure in praftifing the fevereft precepts of the gofpel, tbaira 
luxurious Dives in al)ed of ftate, or an ambitious Haman at a 
royal banquet. And O bow happy muft that youth ht^ wbob 
duty is become a fecond nature, and* to whom thofe thingty 
Which feem terrible to others, are grown both eafy and de? • 
rightful! 

But the greateft advantage of an early piety is ftill GehinJ^ 

^'Fmrthlj^ It lays in thp b^ft provifion o£ comfort and Aipport 
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latoft fiich times as we (ball ftan^ moft. tn need thereof, 
iz« ail times of our tribulation, and in particular, againft 
dbe time of old age, the hour of death, and the day of judg- 
BMnt. 

T This is the argument the wife man makes ufe of in the 
^vords immediately- following the text : '' Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while the evil days come 
»0C) nor the years draw nigh, wherein thou fhalt fay, I have 
iio pleafure' in them." Obferve, the time of old age, is an 
4^il time^ years wherein there is np plcafure : • and aik thofo 
diat are grown old, and they will inform you fo. Cordials 
farcly, then, muft be exceeding proper to fupport our droop- 
ii^ fpirits : and O what cordial comparable to the recolledion 
of €arly piety, depending wholly on the righteoufncfs of 
Christ? When the eyes, like IJaac's^ are grown dim 
Whagej when " the keepers of the houfe, the bands, 
- ihall tremble," as the wife man goes on to defcribe the in- 
firmities of old age 5 when " the ftrong men bow them- 
felvcs," or the legs grow feeble; and the "^^ grinders," the 
4fict))y (ball ceafe to do iheir proper office, bccaufe they arc 
few; for a perfon then. to hear the precepts of the gofpel read 
over to him, and to be able to lay his hand on his heart, and 
.to fay itRcecejy, notwithftanding a confcioufnefs of number- 
left ibPi^t-comings, ^^ All thefe have I endeavoured, through 
pace, to keep from my youth :" this muft give him, through 
GHaisT who worketh all, comfort that I wane words to 
CKprefe and thoughts to conceive. But, fuppofing it was 
poffible for u$ to efcape the inconveniences of old age, yet 
iill death is a debt, fince the fall, we all muft pay; and, 
what is worfe, it generally comes attended with fuch dreadful 
circumftances, that it will make even a Felix to tremble. But 
as for the godly, that have been enabled to ferve the Lord 
from their youth^ it is not ufually fo with them ; no, they 
have faith given them to look upon death, not as a king of 
terrors, but as a welcome. meflenger, that is come to condu<^ 
them to their wi(hcd-for home. All the days of their ap-< 
-pointed time have they waited, and it has been the bufinefs 
of their whole lives to ftudy to prepare themfelves for the 
coining of iheir great change; and, therefore, they rejoice 
to licar that they arc called to meet the heavenly Bridegroom. 
' L 3 Thu$ 
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^hus dies the early pious, whofe ^ path has bfeen as tM 
(hining light, that (hincth more and more anto the perftft 
day." But follow him beyond the grave, and fee wteh wW 
an holy triumph he enters into his Mafter's joy ; with mtit 
an humble boldnefs he ftands at the dr^adfiit tribunal of JffVf 
Christ ; and can you then forbear to cry out, ^* Let nett 
the death of the righteous, and let my latter end, and fatiri 
flatc, be like his?" 

Need I then, after having fhewn fo many advantagei li 
arife from an e^rly piety, ufe any more arguments to peffoalft 
the younger part of this s^udience, to whom, in the Third tai 
laft place, I addrefs myfelf, to *^ remember theif Creator lA 
the days of their youth ? " 

What I will not all the arguments I have mentioned, prefd 
with them to leave their hufks, and return home to eat of lU 
fatted calf? What I will they thus requite our Saviour*sl«»V^{ 
That be far from them I Pid he cotne down and Qied hispid < 
cious blood to deliver then[i from the power of (in ; and will fbef 
fpcnd their youthful ftrength and vigour in the ferviceof i^ 
^nd then think to ferve Christ, when they can follow tbelir 
lufts no longer ? Is it fit, that many, who are endowed wMi 
excellent gifts, and are thereby qualified to be fapports wi 
ornaments of our finking church, ibould, notwifhftaiidiisgjt 
forget the GoJO who gave them, and employ them in fhtags 
that will not profit f Q why will they not arife, and, Itfceib 
many Phlrtea4\ be jealous for the Lord of Hods i Doiibtkftt 
when death overtakes them, they will wi0i they had : aal 
what hinders them, but that they begin now I Think fat, 
that any one yet ever repented that he began to be reHgioos 
too loon f But hoiw many, on the contrary, have repented thtt 
they began when almoft too late ? May we not well inu^n^ 
that young Samuel now rejoices that he waited fo foon at the 
tabernacle of the LoRP ? Or young Tinwthy^ that from* 
child he knew the holy fcriptures ? And if you wiflhtobc 
partakers of their joy, let me perfuade you to be partakers of 
their piety. 

I could ftill go on to fill my mouth with arguments j tat 
the circumftances and piety of thofe amongft whom I am nosr 
preaching *' the kingdom of Gon^'* remind me to change 
piy ftylej ar^d, inftead.of urging iny more diffuafives fro«' 
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111) to fin ap what is behind of this difcourfe, with encou-^ 
ragcinents to pcrfcverc in holincfs. ■ 

Blefled, for ever bleflcd be the God and the Father of our 
liORD Jesus Christ, I am not fpeaking to perfons inflamed 
irtth youthful lufts, but to a multitude of young profeflbrs^ 
■who by frequently affembling together, and forming themfelves 
'into religious focieties, are, I hope on good ground, in a ready 
way to be of the number of thofe " young men, who have 
-overcome the wicked-one." 

•^* Believe me, it ghddens my very foul, to fee fo many of 
J^ur faces fet heaven* wards, and the vifible happy eflFeds of 
'your uniting together, cannot but rejoice the hearts of all 
fincere chriftians, and oblige them to wifli you good luck in 
the name of the Lord. The many fouls who are nodriflied 
weekly with the fpiritual body and blood of Jesus Christ, 
bjr your means ; the weekly and monthly leAures that are 
preached by your contributions ; the daily incenfe of thankf* 
'|iving and prayer which is publicly fent up to the throne of 
grace by your fubfcriptions i the many children which are 
trained up ^* in the nurture and admonition of the Lord,'* 
by your charities ; and, laftly, the commendable and pious 
teal you exert in promoting and encouraging divine pfalmody, 
•re fuch plain and apparent proofs of the benefit of your reli- 
{;toqs focteties, that they call for a public acknowledgment of 
praife and thankfgiving to our blefled Mafier, who has not 
Ofily put into your hearts fuch good defigns, but enabled you 
•Ifo to bring the fame to good eflFefl. 

It is true it has been objeScd, *' That young mens form- 
" ing themfelves into religious focieties, has a tendency to 
" make them fpiritually proud, and to * think more highly of 
" themfelves than they ought to think." And, perhaps, the 
imprudent, imperious behaviour of fome novices in religion^ 
who, ** though they went out from you, were not of you," 
may have given too much occafion for fuch an afpcrfion. 

But you, brethren, haV^e not fo learned Christ. Far, far 
be it from you to look upon yourfelves, as righteous, and de-*^ 
fpife, others, becaufc you often aflemble yourfelves together. 
No; this, inftead of creating pride, ought to beget an holy 
fear in your hearts, left ypur praflice fliould not correfpond 
with your profeilion, and tha^, after you have benefited and 
edified others, you yourfelves ihould become caft-aways. 

L 4 Worldly^ 
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Worldly-mindednefs,' my brethren, is another rock agiioA ^ 
which we arc in danger pf fplitting. For, if other fins havf «- 
Pain their thoufands of grofeffing chriftians, this has (lain it| b:c 
fen thoufands. I need npt appeal to paft ages ; your own g^ ci 
perience, no doubt, \\ds fumifbed you with many unhappy kc 
jnftances qf young men, who, " ^ftcr (as one would havf R 
imagined) tbey had efcaped the pollutions which are in thf £■ 
world through luft," and *' had tailed the good word of lifc,^ la 
v.nd endured /or a fipafon, whilft under the tuition and infpec* i^ 
tion of others : yet, when they have come to \fi tfaeir qwq, ir 
inafters, through a want pf faith, and through top great aa < 
earneftnefs in ^' labouring for (he meait which perifhetht**. 
have caft o(F their iirft love, been again entangled with the 
world,^ and ^' Returned like fbc dog to his yomit, and like: 
the fow that was wafiicd, to her wallowing in the mire.*' 
You wpqld, therefore, do well, my brethren, frequently to 
remind each other of this dangerous fnare, and to exhort one* 
another to begin, purfue, and end your chriftian warfare, in 4 
thorough renunciation of the world, and worldly tempers; 
(o (hat, when you are obliged by Providence to provide for 
yourfelves, and thofe of your refpe^iive houOiolJs, you may 
continue to walk by faith, and ftill ^' feek firft the kingdom 
of God, and his righteoufnefs /' not doubting, bur all otbe^^ 
(hmgs, upon your honeft induflry and tndeavoursj^ ib^U \^ 
added unto you. 

And now, what (ball I /ay more ? Ta fpeal; unto you, 
ifut^ers, who have been ii^ Christ ^^ many ye^rs before me, 
and know the ipalignity of worldly-mindedi^eG, and pride in 
the fpiritual life, would be altogether needlefs. To ybu, 
therefore, Q young ni^i^, (for whom I am diftreffed, for 
whom I fear as well as for myfe|f ) do I pnce niore addrefs 
myfelf, ir^ the \yords of (he beloved difciplc, ** Look to your- 
felves, that we lofe not thofe things which we have wrought, 
l^ut receive a full reward/* Be ever mindful, then, of the 
words that have been fpoken to us by the apoftle^ of the 
Lord and Saviour. ^< Give diligence to make yoMr calling 
s^id eleftipn fure. Beware, left ye alfo being led away by the 
^rror of the wicked, fall ffpox your pwp ftedfaftnefs. l^t 
ijiiai that thinketh he ftandeth, take heed left he fall. Be not 
high-minded, but fear. But we are perfuaded better things 
pf youj and things that accompany falvation, though we thus 
< fpe?k. 
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fpeal^. For God is not unrighteous, to forget your -works 

and labours of love. And wc defirc that every one of you do 

ihew the fame diligence, to the full aflurancc of hope unto the 

end : that ye be not flothful, but followers of them, who 

through faith and patience inherit the promifes." It is true, 

we have many difficulties to encounter, many powerful enc- n 

mics to overcome, ere we can get poffeffion of the promifed 

land. Wc have an artful devil, an enfnaring world, and 

above all, the treachery of our own hearts, to withftand and 

flrive againft. " For ftrait is the gate, and narrow is the 

way that leadeth unto eternal life." But wherefore ihould 

we fear^ fince he that is with us is far more powerful, than 

all who arc againft us ? Have we not already experienced 

his .almighty power, in enabling us to conquer fome difficulties 

which feemcd as infurmountable then, als thofc we drug* 

gle with now ? And cannot he, who delivered us out of the 

paws of thofc bears and lions, preferve us alf^ from being 

hurt by the ftrongeft Golidb ? 

** Be ftedfaft therefore, my brethren, be immoveable.'* 
Be not " afliamed of the gofpel of Christ.: for it is the 
power of God unto falvation." Fear not man ; fear not 
the contempt and revilings which you muft meet with in the 
way of duty ; for one* of you (hall chafe a thoufand \ and two , 
of you put ten thoufand of your enemies to flight. And if 
you will be contented, through grace, to fuffer for a ihort 
time here; I fpeak the truth in Christ, I lye not ; then may 
ye hope, a^ording to the bleffed word of promife, that yc 
Ihall be exalted to fit down with the Son of Man, when he 
(hall come in the glory of his Father, with his holy angel^, 
to judgment hereafter. May Almighty God give every one 
of us fuch a meafure of his grace, that wc may not be of the 
number of thofc that draw back unto perdition, but of them 
that believe and endure unto the end, to the faving of our 
^uls,- through our Lord Jesus'Christ, 

Which God, &c. 



SERMON 



t '1* J 

; E R MP N xir. 

Christ the Bcllievcf-s Hufband. 

Isaiah liv, 5. 
For thy Maker is thy Hufbani. 

LT HOUGH believers by nature, arc far from Goa^ 
L and children of wrath, even as others, yet it i4 amazing 
kink how nigh they are brought to him agjain by the bk)od 
Esus Christ. Eye hath not fcen, nor «ir heard, neither 
I it entered into the heart of any man living, fully to 
:eive, the nearnefs and dearnefs of that relation, in which 

ftand to their common head. He is not afhamed ttt call 
n brethren. Behold, fays the blefled Jrius in the days 
is fleflh, " my mother and my brethren.** And again after 
pefurredion, " go tell my brethren." Nay fonetimes he 
leafed to term believers his friends. *♦ Henceforth call I 
no longer fervants, but friends/* •* Our friend Lazaius 
>eth." And what is- a friend ? Why there is a friend that 
sarer than a brother, nay, as near as one's own foul. And 
ly friend, (fays God in the book of Deuteronomy) which is 
iy own foul." Kind and endearing appellations thcfe, that 
aubtedly befpeak a very near and ineffably intimate union 
i^een the Lord Jesus and the true living members of his 
bical body ! But, methinks, the words of cur text point 
to us a relation, which not only comprehends, but tu re- 
\ to nearnefs and dearnefs, exceeds all other relations 
itfoever. I mean that of a Hujband. •* For thy Maker i> 
hufband ; the Lord of Hofts is his name ; and thy Re- 
ner the Holy One of Ifrael^ the God of the whole earth 
I he be called." 

'hefe words were originally fpoken to the people pf the 
fSy confidered collectively as a peculiar people, whom our 
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Lord had betrothed and married to himfclfj and they Cecmm 
to be fpokcn, when religion was on the decline among theirr: 
churches ; when they had, in a great meafure, loft that life 
and power, whichr they once experienced ;' and their enemies 
began to infult them with a ** where is now 3roar Goi>?' * 
Such a ftatc of things muft undoubtedly be very afflicting t^ 
the true ihourriers in Zim-, and put them upon crying unto 
the Lord, in this their deep diffrefs." He hears their prayer^ 
his bowels yearn towards them; and in the preceding verfe, 
he alTures them, that though the enemy had broken in upon 
them like a.flood, y^t thtit extremity fhould be his opiK>rtu- 
nity to lift uj) a ftahdard' againft him. «« Fear not, (fays the 
great Head and King of his church) for thou (halt not be 
alhamed (finally or totally) ; neither be thou confounded, (dif- 
fipated or dcjtaed, giving up all for gone, as though thou 
fieter fhoddft fee better days, or another revival of reUgion) 
for thoufhalt not (entirely) be put to (hamej" though for a 
while,: fpr thy humiliation,, and the greater confufion of thy 
adverlwic;?, I fuffcr them to triumph over thee: " For thou 
flialtiforgct the fliame of thy youth, and fhalt not remember 
the reproach' of thy widow- hood any more;" 1. f. I will* 
vouchfafc you fuch anoiher glorious gale of my bleffcd Spirit, 
that yoafcall quite forget your former troubledwidow-ftate, 
and give. your enemies no more occafion to infuit you, on 
account of your infant- condition, but rather to envy you, and 
gnafli their teeth, and melt away 9^tht fight of your un- 
thought- of glory and prpfperity. And why will the infinitely 
^Treat and condefcending Jesus deal thus with his people? 
Becaufe the church is his fpoufe; " For, (as ia the words-ju^ 
now read to you) thy Maker is thy hufband ; thy Redeemei;, 
the^Holy One of Ifrael^** and therefore he loves thee too well, 
to let thy enemies always trample thee under foot, ^< ThfC 
Lord of Hofts is his name, the God of the whol^ earth ftuJl 
he be called ;" and therefore he is armed with fufficiejit power 
to relieve his opprefled people, and overcome and avenge hittj- 
feJf of all their haughty apd infuiting foes*. . . 

This feems to be the prime ^1,^^ genuine interpretation of 
the text and context, efpecially if we add, that t^iey may ha»e 
a further view to the latter-day glory, and that bleffsd ftate of 
the church, which the people of Qg.n h^vQ been looking ^t 
« in 
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in all. ages, and the fpeedy approach of which, we undoubtr 
ediy pray for, when we put up that petition of our Lord's^ 
^* thy kingdom come." 

But, though the words were originally fpoken to the 'Jewi^ 
yet they are undoubtedly applicable to all believers in all ages, 
and, when inlarged on in a proper manner, will afford us 
fuitable matter of difcourfe both for finners and for faints; for 
> fuch as know God, as well as for fuch who know him not i 
and likewife for ^thofe, who once walked in the light of his 
bledled countenance, but are now backllidden from him, have 
their harps hung upon the willows, and are afraid that their 
beloved is gone, and will return to their fouls no more. Ac- 
cordingly, without prefacing this difcourfe any farther, as I 
fuppofe that a mixed multitude of faints, unconverted finners,' 
and backsliders, are prefent here this day, I fliall endeavour fo. 
7 to fpeak from the words of the text, that each may have a pro- 
/ per portion, and none be fent empty away. 

In profecuting this defign, I will, 

I. Endeavour to (hew, what muft pafs between Jlsus; 
Christ and our fouls before we can fay, ^' that our Maker 
»s our hulband." 

II. The duties of love which they owe to our Lord, who 
ftand in fo near a relation to him. 

III. The miferable condition of fuch as cannot yet fay^^ 
*^ -their Maker is their hufband." And 

* . IV. I (hall conclude with a general exhortation to all fuch 
^nhappy fouls, to come and match with the dear Lord Jesus. 
^ nd O ! may that God who blefled Abrahanii fervant, when 
*^^ wcnt.out to feck a wife for his fon Ifaac^ blefs me, even 
^^c alfo, now I am come, I truft, relying on divine ftrcngth, 
^O invite poor finners, and rccal backfliders, to my Mailex 
JisusI 

And Firjl^ I am to fcew, what muft pafs between Jksus 
Christ and our fouls before wc can fay, *' Our Madder 19 
5^u^ hulband." 

But before I propeed to this, it may not be improper to ob- 
'tsfve, that if any of you, amongft whom I am now preaching 

the 
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the kingdom of GoD, are enemies to inward religion^ and ex- 
plode the do£lrine of inward feelings, as enthufiafm, cant and 
nonfenfe, I (hail not be farprized, if your hearts rife againft me 
whiHt I am preaching; for I am about to difcourfe on trufi 
viral, internal piety ; and an infpired apoftle hath told ur, 
*» that the natural man difcerneth not the things of the fpirit, 
becaufe they are fpiritually difccrncd." But, however, be noble 
as the Bereans were j fearch the Scriptures as they did ; lay 
alidc prejudice; hear like Nathaniel^ with a true Ifraelitijb ear; 
be willing to do the will of God; and then you fliall, accord* 
ing to the promifc of our deareft Lord, ** know of the doc- 
trine, whether it be of God, or whether I fpeak of myfelf." 

I would further obferve, that if any here do exp^A fine 
preaching from me this day, they will, in all probability, go 
away difappointed. For I came not here to (hoot over peo- 
ple's heads ; but, if the Lord (hall be pleafed to blefs me, (o 
reach their hearts. Accordingly, I (hall endeavour to cloath* 
my ideas in fuch plain languigc, that the meancft negro or 
fervant, if God is pleafed to give a hearing ear, may under-*, 
ftand me ; for I am certain, if the poor and unlearned caa 
comprehend, the learned and rich muft. 

This being premifed, proceed we to (hew what muft pafs 
between Jesus Christ and our fouls, before we can fay, 
*' our Maker is our hu(band,*' 

Now, that we may difcourfe more pertinently and intenigi-- 
b)y upon this point, it may not be amifs to confider, what is 
neceflary to be done, before a marriage between two parties 
amongft ourfelves, can be faid to be valid in the fight of God 
and man. And that will lead us in a familiar way, to (hew 
what muft be done, or what muft pafs between us and Jcsus 
Christ, before we can fay, *^ our Maker is our hufband/' 

And Firft^ In all lawful marriages, it is abfolutely neceiTary^ 
that the parties to be joined together in that holy and honour's 
able eftate, are adually and legally freed from all pre-engage* 
ments whatfoever. ** A woman is bound ta her hu(band^ 
(faith the apoftle) fo long as her hu(band liveth." The fame 
law holds good in refpedl (o the man. And To like wife. If 
either party be betrothed and promifed, though not adually 
married to another, the marriage is not lawful, tilt that pre^' 
Mgagtmtnt and prMnlfc be iaiily and mutually diflblved*. 
4 Now, 
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Now, it is jaft thus between us and the Lord JesxTs, Tdf^ 
¥n are all by nature born under, and wedded to the law, as a 
Covenant of works. Hence it is that we are fo fond of, and 
ftrtfuliy go about, in order to efiablifh a righteoufnefs of our 
9wn. It is as natural for us to do this, as it is to breathe. 
Dor iirft parents, AJam and Eve^ even after the covenant of 
grace was revealed to them in that promife, ^^ the feed of the 
woman (hall bruife the ferpent's head," reached out their 
hands, and would again have taken hold of the trtc of life, 
•rhich they had forfeited, had not God drove them out of 
paradife, and compelled them, as it were, to be faved by grace. 
And thus all their defendants naturally run to, and want to 
be faved, partly at leaft, if not wholly, by their works. And 
even gracious fouls, who are inwardly renewed, fo far as the 
old man abides in them, find a ftrong propenfity this way. 
Hence it is, that natural men are generally fo fond of jfrmnian 
principles. *^ Do and live,'' is the native language of a proud^ 
fclf-righteous heart. But before we can fay^ *' our Maker h 
ourhufband," we muft be divorced from our old hufband the 
tw; we muft renounce our own righteoufnefs, our own doing^ 
and performances, in point of dependence, whether in whole or 
part, as dung and drofs, for the excellency of the knowledge of 
Christ Jesus our Lord. For, thus fpeaks the apoftle Paul 
to the Romansy chap. vii. 4. " Ye alfo are become dead to the 
law (as a covenant of works) by the body of CnitiST, that yc 
ibould be married to another, even to him, who is raifed from 
the dead." As he alfo fpeaketh in another place, <*'I have 
«fpoufed you, as a chafte virgin to Jesus Christ." This 
iras the apoftle's own^afe. Whilft he depended on his being 
» Hthrew of the Hebrews^ and thought himfelf fecure^ becaufe, 
as to the outward obfervation of the law, be was blamelefs ; 
he vras an entire ftranger to the divine life : but when be be- 
gan to experience the power of Jesus Christ^s refurre£lion. 
We find him, in his epiftle to the Philippians^ abfolutely fc- 
tipuncing all his ejrternal privileges, and all his pharifaical 
'jgbteoufnefs ; ^' Yea, doubtlefs, and t count all things bat 
ofs, nay but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found iii 
lim, not having mine own righteoufnefs^ which is of the law, 
lut that which is through the faith of Jesus Christ, the 
igfateoofnefs which is of Gon by faith." ^nd thus it maft be 

with 
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With us, crc we can fay, " our Maker is oar hu^ind." Though 
we may not be wrought upon in that extraordinary way in 
which the apofiie was, yet we muft be dead to the law, W4 
muft be efpoufed as chaftc virgins to Jesus Christ, zni 
count all external privileges, and our moft fplendid perform 
inances (as was before obferved] only ^^ as. dung and drobi 
lor the excellency of the knowledge of Jesus Qhrist our. 
Lord/* 

But further; before a marriage among us can ftand good in . 
law^ both parties muft ivot only be freed from all pre-engage^ 
ments, but there muft be a mutual confent on both fides4 W« 
are not ufed to marry people againft their wills.^ This is what . 
the Jews called betrothing, or efpoufing, a thing previous to 
the folemnity of marriage. Thus we find, the Virgin Mary is 
faid to be efpoufed to JofipK before they aftually came toge- 
ther. Mat. u i8. And thus it is among us. Both parties arc 
previoufly agreed, and, as it were, efpoufed to each other, 
before we publifli, what we call the banns of marriage con* 
cerning them. And fo it will be in the fpirituaf marriagci 
between Jesus Christ and our fouls. Before we are aduailji^ 
m^ied.or united to him by faith ; or, to keep to the terms of 
the text, before we afluredly can fay, that '^ our Maker if 
our huft)atid," we muft be made willing people in the day of 
.God's power, we muft be fweetly and ciFedually perfuaJcd by 
ibe Holy Sp'urit of God, that the glorious Emmanuel is ^Wdag 
to accept of us, juft as we are, and alfo that we are willing to 
accept of him upon his own terms, yea, upon any terms. . Ani 
when once it copies to this, the fpiritual marriage goes oo 
apace, and there is but one thing lacking to make it compleafi. 
And what is that i An adtual union. 

This 13 abfolutely neceflary in every lawful marriage among 
^inen* There muft be a joining of hands before witneftes, ttt 
they can be deemed lawfully joined together^ Some meo ifi* 
deed of corrupt minds, are apt to look upon this ao a oeedkfi 
ceremony, and think it fuiScient to be married, as they ten^ 
it, in the fight of GoD. . But whence men get fucb divinit|;i 
X know not. I am pofitive, not fi;om the Bible ; for we tbem 
read that even at the firft marriage in paradife, there was. fov0» 
thing of outward folemdity^ GoD himfelf (if I may fo..Q>ealO 
. being there the prieft* For we are told, GeHi iL %a. tiufi 
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ftcr God bad made the woman, «' he brought her unto the- 
nan." And rndeed, to lay afidc all manner of outward cere- 
nony in marriage, would be to turn the world into a den of 
brute beafts. Men would then take, or forfake as many wives 
as they pleafed, and we (hould foon (ink into as bad and brutal 
a ftate, as thofe nations are, amongft whom fuch praSices are 
allowed of, and who are utterly deftittite of the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jf.sCs Christ, Whoever has expe- 
rienced the power of his refurreftion, I am perfuadcd will 
never plead for fuch a licentious praftice. For the terms made 
life of in Scripture, to reprefent the myftical union between 
Christ and his church, fuch as, our being •* joined to the 
Lord," and *' married to Jesus Christ," are all metapho- 
rical ezpreifions, taken from fome analogous pradices amongft 
men. And as perfons when married, though before twain, 
are now one flefh ; fo thofe that are joined to the Lord, and 
can truly fay, " our Maker is our huftand," are in the apof- 
tlc's language, one fpirit.* This was typified in the original 
marriage of our firft parents. When God brought Ev^ to 
i£iu9f, he received her with joy at his hands, and faid, *^ this 
is bone of my bone, and flefli of my flefli." They had there, 
primarily, but one name. For thus fpeaks the facred Hrfto- 
rian. Gen. v. i, 2. " In the day that God created man, he 
blefiisd them, and called their name Adam.^* ^nd why ? be- 
caafe they were one fleib, and were to have but one heart. 
"The felf-fame terras are made ufe of in Scripture, to exprefs 
the believer's union with Jesus Christ. We are called 
Chriftians, after Christ's name, becaufe made partakers of 
Christ's nature. Out of his fulnefs, believers receive grace 
for grace. And therefore, the marriage ftate, efpecially by 
die apoftle "BauU is frequently made ufe of, to figure out to 
wthe real, vital union, between Jesus Christ and rcgene- 
me fouls. This is termed by the apoftlp, Efh. v. 32. " A 
9«at myftery." But great as it is, we muft all experience it, 
before we can fay aiTuredly, that '< our Maker is our huft>and." 
for what fays our Lord, in that prayer he put up to his Fa- 
ther before hia bitter paffion? ^^ Father, I will that thofe whom 
thou haft given me, ftall be where I am, that tbey may be dne 
vith thee; even as thou, O Father, and I are one, I in thexb, 
>Bd the; in. me, that we all may be made perfed in ofie." D 
Vol. V. M iftfiaite 
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infinite condercenfion ! O ineffable union ! Herfce it is, thtt 
believers are faid to be members of his body^ of his Bttti^ and 
of his bones. Hence it is, that the apoftie fpeaking of him- 
fclf, fays, " I live, yet not I, but Christ liveth in me.* 
What an expreilion is that ? How much does it comprehend ?« 
And, that we might not think this was fomething peculiar 
to himfdf, he puts this clofe queftion to the C0nntiiam-f 
*' Know ye not, that Christ is in you, unlefs y«u be repro- 
bates ?" Agreeable to what he fays in his epiftle to the C9l^\ 
Jians, ** Christ in you, the hope of glory/* And hence it 
is^ that our church, in the communion-office, direds the 1 
minifler to acquaint all thofe who receive the facramdit ] 
worthily, that they are one with CHRiax^ and Christ 
With them; that they dwell in Christ, and Christ in 
them. Words that deferve to be written in letters of gold,' 
and which evidently (hew, what our reformers believed ail 
perfons muft experience, before they could truly and afltircdiy 
fay, that " their Maker is their hufband.** 

From what has been delivered, may not the poorcft and 
moft illiterate pcrfon here prefent eafily know whether or flOt 
he is really married to j£sus Christ. Some indeed, I an 
afraid, are fo prcfiimptuous as to afErm, at leafi to iniinuate, i 
that there is no fuch thing as knowing,or being fully affufdj 
whilft here belo\\% whether we are in Christ or not. Of d 
at Icaft, if there be fuch a thing, it is very rare, or was oolf 
the privilege of the primitive believers. Part of this is trie, i 
and pare of this abfolutely falfe. That this glorious privilege 
of a full afTjrance is very rare, is too, too true. And fo it is 
equally too true, that real chriftians, comparatively fpeakiagi 
arc very rare alfo. But that there is no fuch thing, or thic 
this was only the privilege of the firft followers of our bleflU 
Lorii, is diredtly oppofite to the word of God. " We 
know (fays St, jfohfty fpeaking of believers in general} riiK 
\vc are his, by the fpirit which he hath given us;*' and, ^^ He 
that belicvcth hath the witnefs in himfelf ;"^< becaufe you aie 
fons (faith St. Paul) God hath fent forth his Spirit into your 
hearts, even the fpirit of adoption, whereby we cry, AMi» 
Father/' Not that I dare aiHrm, that there is no real chriftiU) 
but what has this full aflurance of faith, and clearly knoMS) 
that hi» Maker is his huiband. In fpeaking thus, I fhouM ai- 
. cUuUully condemn fonic oF-.the generation of GoD^-deir 
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dUUren, Wfabthrbiigh the prevalence of linbftjief, ihdwelK 
Ug fin, fpiritual floth, or it may be, for want of b«ing in- 
fcniled of the piivileges of believers^toay walk in darknefsr, and 
"fie no light } therefore, though I ^are not affirm, that a full 
•Jiurance of faith i» abfolutely rieceffary for the very being, yet 
I-dHre alftrt, that it is abfolutely neceffary, for the well 
. Wng.of achiiftian. And for nnfy own part, I cannot coticeive,. 
Uw any pcrfons, that pretend to dirillianity, can reft fa- 
|>tti^ficd or contented without it. This is flopping (hort, ort 
: ^ fide y^rdon^ with a witncfs. And gives others too much. 
^ infon to fufpe6l, that fuch perfons, however high their pro- 
^fifion may be, have, as yet, bo true faving grace at all: 
J Mcn^ whdfe hearts are fct on this world's goods, or, \6 
\ vfe our Lord's language^ " the children of this world," a,£l 
I Bot fo. I fuppofe there is fcarce a fingle merchant in thid 
[ grtat congregatioiij efpecially in thefe troublous times, tha^; 
\ trill venture out either his (hip or cargo, without iirft infur-. 
' ing, both againft the violence of an enemy, or a ftord. And 
^ I/uppofc there is fcarce a fingle houfe, of any confiderable 
talue, in any populous town or city, but the owner haS| 
Ukca out a policy from the fire-office, to infure it^ in cafe 
of fire* And can I be ia irratiortal as to think, that there is 
AKih a thing as fecuring my goods^ and my houfe^ and that 
there is ilo fuch thing as infuring, what is infinitely more va- 
Ittable^ my precious and immortal foul ? Or if tKere be fuch 
a thing, as undoubtedly there is, what fooliflinefs of folly 
Autft it needs be in men, that pretend to be men of parts, 
<>f good fcftfej and folid reafoning, to be {o anxious to fecurei 
their fbips againft a ftorm, and their houfes againft a fire, 
and at the fanoe time, not to be unfpeakably more folicitous^ 
tetake a policy out of the ailu ranee- office of heaven ; even 
Ifcbe feal and witnefs of the blefled Spirit of God, to infure their 
.fouls againft that ftorm of divine wrath, and that vengeance 
of eternal fire, vvhich will-at the laft decifive day come upon 
4ll thofe, who know not Gop, and have not obeyed his gra- 
cious gofpel ? Toaffirm therefore, that there is no fuch thing 
as knowings that *' our Maker is our hufband j" or that it 
Wjis a privilege peculiaf to the firft chriftians, to fpeak in the! 
laHdeft terms, is both irrational and unfcriptural. Not that 
jU wlio can fay, their Maker is their" hufband, can- giv^ the 
6oie clear and diftiudt account of the time, manner and means 
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of their being fpirituatly united and married by faitH« to tfari 
blefied bridegroom of the church. Some there may be noWf 
as well as formerly^ fandified from the womb. And othert' 
in their infancy and non-age, as it were filently coovcrtd.' 
Such perhaps may fay, with a little Scouh maiden, now witk 
God, when I afked her, whether Jesus Christ had takcft 
away her old heart, and given her a new one ? ^* Sir, \tnmf 
*'be, (faid (he,) I cannot dire£kly tell you the time and plaoey 
^^ but this I know, it is done." , And indeed it is not to ytifi 
material, though no doubt it is very fatisfadlory, if we can-i-; 
not relate all the minute and particular crrcumftances, tbtt 1 
attended our converfion ; if fo be we are truly converted now^ . 
and can fay, the work is done, and that, ^^ our ^laker is otf 
hufband." And I queftion, whether there is one iingle adiife \ 
believer, now on earth, who lived before converfion, either '■ 
in a courfe of fecret or open fm, but can, in a good degree^ < 
give an account of the beginning and progrefs of the work of ' 
grace in his heart. 

What think ye ? Need I tell any married perfont in idiir- 
congregation, that they muft go to the univeriity, and kari 
the languages, before they can tell whether they are tnwmti 
or not ? Or, if their marriage was to be doubted, could di^' 
not, think you, bring their certificates, to certify the til 
and place of their marriage ; and the minifter that joined diei 
together in that holy ftate ? And if you are adult, and ai 
indeed married to Jesus Christ, though you may be ua- 
learned, and what the world terms illiterate men, cannot yoi 
tell me the rife and progrefs, and confummation of the fpfc 
ritual marriage, between Jesus Christ and your fookf 
Know you not the time, when you were firft under the itnh 
ings of the Father, and Jesus began to woo you for hjoh 
felf ? Tell me, O man, tell me, O woman, knoweft dni 
not the tirne^ or at leaft, knoweft thou not, that there wall 
time, when the bleffed Spirit of God ftripped thee of the fijf- 
leaves of thy own righteoufnefs, hunted thee out of the tm 
of the garden of thy performances, forced thee from the crff* 
braces of thy old hufband the law, and made .thee to abhor 
thy own righteoufnefs, as fo many filthy rags i Canft dMAi 
not remember, when, after a long flruggle with unbdiefi 
Jesus appeared to tbee^ as altogether lovely> mig|bty and wiB^ 
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ing to fave ? And canfl: thou not reflect upon a fearon, when 

{by own ftubborn heart was made to bend ; and thou waft 

made willing to embrace him, as freely offered to thee in the 

Orerlafting gofpel ? And canft thou not, with pleafure un- 

fpeakable, reflcfi on fome happy period, feme certain point 

<^ time, in which a facred fomething (perhaps thou couldft 

not then well tell what) did captivate, and fill thy heart, fo 

that thou could fay, in a rapture of holy furprize, and extacy 

of divine love, ^* My Lord and my God ! my beloved is 

mine, and I amliis ; I know that my Redeemer liveth ;'* or, 

(okeep to the words of our text, " My Maker is my huf- 

band." Surely, amidft this great and folemn afiembly, there 

lie many that can anfwer thefe queftions in the affirmative. 

. For thefe are tranfadlions, not cafily to be forgotten ; and the 

day of our efpoufals is, generally, a very ren^arkable day ; a 

day to be had in eveflafting remembrance. 

And can any of you indeed, upon good grounds fay, that 
jour Maker is your hufband ? May I not then (as it is cufto- 
mary to wllh perfons joy who arc juft entered into the mar- 
liage fiate) congratulate you upon your happy change, and 
Wifli you joy, witiTall my heart ? Sure am I that there was 
joy in heaven on the day of your efpoufals: and why fhould 
iot the blefled news occafion joy on earth ? May I not ad- 
dre(s you in the language of our Lord to the women that 
came to vifit his fepulchre, " All hail I" for ye are highly 
favoured. BlefTed are ye among men, bleflTed are ye among 
women ! All generations fhall call you blefled. What ! '* is 
your Maker your hufband ? the holy one of Ifrae/ your Re- 
deemer ?** Sing, O heavens, and rejoice, O earth ! What an 
amazing ftoop is this ! What a new thing has God created on 
the earth ! Do not your hearts, O believers, burn within you, 
when meditating on this unfpeakable condefcenfion of the high 
and lofty one that inhabiteth eternity? Whilft you are mufing, 
does not the facred fire of divine love kindle in your fouls ? And, 
outof the abundance of your hearts, do you not often fpeak 
with your tongues, and call upon all that is within you, to laud 
and magnify your Redeemer's holy name ? Is not that God- 
exalting, felf-abaflng expreffion frequently in your mouths, 
•« Why mc. Lord, why rhe ?" And are you not often con- 
Irained to break out into that devout exclamation of Solomon^ 
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when the glory of the Lord filled the temple, ** And will 
Gob ir.dced dwell with man ?*' ungrateful, rebellious, ill| 
and hcll-dcfcrving n".i:n ! O, my brethren, my heart is en- 
larged rowarJs you ! Tears, while I am fpeaking, are ready 
to gufli out. But they are tears of love and joy. How fliall 
I give it vent ? How (hall 1 fet forth thy h'appinefs, O be- 
liever, thou bride of God I And is thy MaLcr tby huftand ? 
is his name " The Lord of hofts f" Whom then (houldft 
thou fear ? And is thy Redeemer the holy on^ of Jffrael? the 
God of the whole earth fhould he be called ! of whom theq 
{houldfl: thou be afraid ? He that toucheth thee, toucheth 
the yery apple of God's eye. " The very hairs of thy bea4 
■ are all numbered ^" and ^^ it is better that a man (hould have 
a milftone tied round his neck, and be drowned in tbe fc^|' 
than that he fhould juftly offend thee." 

All hail, (I muft again repeat it) ihou Lamb's bride! For 
thou art all. glorious within, and comely, through the come- 
linefs thy heavenly bridegroom hath put upon, tftec. Tby 
garment is indeed of wrought gold j and, ere long, the King 
ihall bring thee forth with a raiment of necdle-worl^, and prfri 
fcnt thee blamelefs before his Father, without fpot, or wrinkle, 
or any fuch thing. In the mean while^ well fliall rt be with 
you, and liappy fliall you be, who are married tojESUsCHRIsTf 
for all that Christ has, is yours. " He is made of Goi? 
to yoM, wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanflificaiion, andeternalre^ 
demption.*' ** Whether Paul^ or Cephas^ or the world, or lifC| 
or death, or things preR-nt, or things to come j all areyours.^ 
All his attributes are engaged for your prefervation, and all 
things fliall work together for your good, who love God, and, 
by beii:g thus married to the Lord Jesus, giye an evident 
proof that you are called, according to his purpofe. What 
fay you ? When you meditate on thefe things, are you not 
frequently ready to cry out. What fliall we render unto the 
Lord for all thcfc mercies, which, of his free unmerited 
grace, he hath been plcafcd to bcftow upon us ? For, though 
you are dead to the law, as a covenant of works, yet you a^ 
alive to the law as a rule of life, and are in, or under the law 
(for cither cxpreflion fcems to denote the Fame thing) to youf 
glorious hufl)and, Jesus Christ. • 
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Pafs we on therefore to the 

Second general head, under which I was to (hew, what du- 
ties of love they owe to Jesus Christ, who are fo happy as 
to be able to fay, *^ My Maker is my hufband." 

. I fay, duties of love. For being now married to Jesus 
Christ, you work not for life, but from life. The love of 
God conftrains you, fo that, if (Here was no written law, 
or fuppofing Jesus would fet you at liberty from his yoke, fo 
hx as grace prevails in your hearts, you would fay, we lovo 
oar blefled bridegroom, and will not go front him. 

. And what does the Lord require of you ? That we may 
^)eak on this head as plainly as may be, we fliall- purfue the 
method we begun with ; and, by carrying on the allegory, 
and examining what is required of truly chriftian wives, under 
the gofpel, infer what our LoRX> may juftly demand of thofe 
who are united to him by faith, and can therefore fay, " our 
Maker is our hufband," 

And.here let us go to the law and. to the teftimony. What 
fays the fcripture ?. ** Let the wife fee that. {he reverence her 
" hufband," It is, no doubt, the duty of married women to 
think highly of their hufbands. From whom may hufbatids 
juftly comnjand refpe<3:, if not from their wives ? The apoftle's 
ci^preffion is emphatical. " Let the wife fee that flie reve- 
rence her hufband i" thereby implying, that women, fome of 
them at leaft, are too prone to difrefpedt their hufbands ; as 
Micbaly Saul's daughter, defpifed David in her heart, when 
fee tauntingly faid, a Sam. vi. 20. '' Ho\y glorious was the 
king of j^W to-day, who uncovered himfelf to-day in the 
eyes of the handmaids of his fervants, as one of the vain fel- 
lows fham I efiy uncovereth himfelf." 

.This is a fource and fountain, from whence many domcftic 
evils frequently flow. Women (hould remember the charader 
that hufbands fuflain in fcripture. They are to them, what 
Christ is to the church. And it is mentioned to the honour 
^{ Sarah, that fhe called Abraham '' Lord." '' Shall I have 
a child who am old, my Lord being old alfo ?" It is remark- 
able, there are but two good words in that whole fentence, 
'^ my Lord," (for all the others are the language of unbelief) 
and yet thofe two words the Holy Gkofl mentions to her 
M 4. eternal 
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eternal honour, and buries, as it were, thfc reft in oblivion. 

«* Even as Sarah (fays St. Peter) obeyed Abraham^ calling him 

Lord." An evident proof how pleafmg it is in the light of 

God, for women in the married ftate to reverence and rc- 

fpc(ft their hufbands. Not that hufbands therefore iboald 

lord it over their wives, or require too much rcfped at their 

hands. This would be unchriftian, as well as ungenerous, 

indeed. They ought rather, as God has taken fuch-care to 

keep up their authority, commanding their wives to reverence 

and refpedl them ; they ought, I fay, to be doubly carefiil, 

that they live fo holy and unblameable, as to lay their wivts 

under no temptation to defpife them. But to return from 

this digieffion. Docs the apoftle fay, " Let the wife fee thit 

fhe reverence her hufband ?" May I not pertinently apjJy 

this caution to you who are married to Jesus Christ ? See 

to it that you reverence and refpedl your hufband. I (ay, 

fee to it. For the devil will be often fuggefting to you hard 

and mean thoughts againft your hufband. It was thus he be- 

fet our mother Eve^ even in a ilate of innocence. He would 

fain perfuade her to entertain hard thoughts of her gloricw 

benefaSor. ♦* What, has God faid, ye fball not eat of the 

trees of the garden ?" Has he been fo cruel to put you here in 

a beautiful garden only to vex and tcize you ? This he made 

ufe of as an inlet to all his fucceeding inflnuations. And this 

trade he is flill purfuing, and will be purfuing to the very 

end of time. Befides, in the eyes of the world, Jesus 

Christ has no form or comelinefs that they fhould defirc 

him ; and therefore, unlefs you *' watch and pray," you 

will be led into temptation, and not keep up fuch high 

thoughts of your blefTcd Jesus as he juftly defcrves. In this 

you can never exceed. Women, perhaps, may fometimes 

think too highly of, and, through excefs of love, idolizo 

their earthly comforts. But it is impoilible for you to think 

too highly of your heavenly hufband, Jesus Christ. 

Farther, what fays the apoflle in his epiflle to the Ephi' 
fmns? Speaking of the marriage flate, he fay«, ** Thewifeis 
the glory of her hufband 5" as though he had faid, a chriflian 
wife fhould fo behave, and fo walk, as to be a credit to h«f 
hufband. As Jblgail was an honour to Nabal^ and by her 
fwcet deportment made up, in fome degree, for her bof* 
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band-fl churlifhnefs. This is to be a help-ttiect indeed. Such 
a woman will be praifed in the gate ; ^nd her hufband get 
glory, and meet with refped on her account. And ought 
a woman to be the glory of her hufband ? How much more 
6Bght you, that are the Lamb's bride, fo to live, and fo to 
wJk, as to bring glory, and gain refpe£t, to the caufe and 
ititerefi of your hufband Jesusj ? This is what the apoftle 
every where fuppofes, when he would draw a parallel between 
a temporal and fpiritual marriage. «' The woman, is the 
glory of her hufband, even as the church is the glory of 
Christ." Agreeable to this, he tells the Corinthians^ " Whe- 
dier you eat or drink, or whatfoever you do, do all to the 
glory of God ;*' and as he alfo fpeaks to the Thejfabnians^ 
I Theff. ii. II, 12. ** As you know how we exhorted, and 
comforted, and charged every one of you (as a father doth 
his children) that you would walk worthy of God who hath 
called you to his kingdom, and his glory." WJiat an ex- 
preffion is here I ** That you would walk worthy of God." 
O ! how ought this, and fuch like texts, to flir up your pure 
minds, , O believers, fo to have your converfation in this 
world, that you may be what the apoftle fays fome particular 
perfons were, even " the glory of Christ." You are his 
glory ; he rejoices over you with Tinging ; and you fhould fo 
Walk, that all who know and hear of you, may glorify 
Christ in you. 

Subje£2ion<^ is another duty, that is enjoined married women, 
in the word of God. They are to *' be fubjeS to their own 
hufbands in every thing," every lawful thing : ** For, the huf- 
band is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of 
the church." And knowing how unapt fome bafe minds would 
be to fubmit to the hufband's authority, he takes care to enforce 
Ais duty of fubjedlion by many cogent and powerful argu- 
ments." ** For Adam was firft made, and not Eve. Neither was 
the man made for the woman, but the woman for the man." 
And again, *' The man was notiirft in the tranfgreffion, but 
the woman." Upon which accounts, fubjedion was impofed 
on her as part of her punifhment. ** Thy defire (fays God) 
ihall be to thy hufband, and he fhall rule (though not tyran- 
nize) over thee." So that, to ufe the words of pious Mr. 
Hinrj^ thofe who attempt t« ufurp authority over their «huf- 
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bands, no^ only contrad 161 a divine command but thwart a 
divine curie. And if women are to be fubjed to their own 
hufbands in every thing, how much more ought believers, 
whether men or women, to be fubjeft to Jesus Christ^ 
for he is the head of the church. He has bought her by his 
blood. Believers therefore are not their own, but are under 
the higheft obligations to glorify and obey Jxsus CH&iST,ia 
their bodies and their fouls, which are his. Add to tbii, 
that his fervice, as it is admirably exprefled in one of our coio 
le£i;s, is perfect freedom. His commandments holy, juft, and 
good. And therefore it is your higheft privilege, O betievertf, 
to fubmic to, and obey>them. Earthly hufbands may be fo 
mean as to impofe fome things upon their wiv^Sy merely to 
{hew their authority ^ but it is not fo with Jesus Ci^rxst. Ho 
<;an and does impofe nothing, but what immediately conduces 
to our prefent, as well as future good. In doing, nay, in. 
fufFering for Jesus Christ, there is a prefent unfpeakable 
Teward. . And therefore I may fay to believers, as the bleffed 
Virgin faid to the fervants at the marriage in Canay " What- 
foever he fays unto you, do it." " For his yoke is eafy, and 
his burden is light." And I believe it might eafily be proved 
in a few minutes, that all the diforders which are now in tbe 
world, whether in church or ftate, are owing to a want of 
being univerfally, unanimoufly, chearfuUy, and perfeveringly 
conformed to the laws and example of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. . • 

Agzinj Faith/ulm/s in the marriage ftate, is ftriflly enjoined 
in the fcriptures of truth. ** Marriarge is honourable in all, 
and the bed undefiled. But whoremongers and adulterers 
XjOD will judge." Nay, adultery is an iniquity to be punilhcd 
by the earthly judges; it diflblves the marriage rclatioiii 
*.' For the man has not power over hi« own body, but the 
woman ; neither has the woman power over her own body, 
but the man." The heathens them felv^s. have been taught 
this by the light of nature ; and adultery, among fome of 
them, is punifhed with immediate death. And ought mar- 
ried perfons to be thus cftpeful. to keep the marriage-bed und?*- 
filed, how carefully then ought believers to keep their fouls 
chafte, pure, and undefiled, now ihey are elpoufed to JesUS 
Christ? For there is tuch a thing as fpiritual adulteryj 

" 
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« O ye adulterers and adultereffes,*' faith St. James. And 
God frequently complains of his people's playing the harlot. 
Hence it is, that St. John^ in the moft endearing manner, cxr 
horts believers to " keep themfelves from idols." For the 
luft of the eye, the luft of the fiefli, and pride of life, arc al- 
ways ready to ileal away our hearts fjrom Jesus Chrjst. 
And every time we place our affc£lions upon any thing more 
tb^in Christ, wc do undoubtedly commit fpirUual adultery. 
For we admit a creature to rival the Creator, who is God 
•V9r all> blefied for evermore. *' Little children, therefore, 
Jccep yourfelves from idols." 

But it is time for me to draw towards the clofe of this head, 
Fruitfulnefs was a blefiing promifed by God to the firft happy 
pair; *' Increafe and multiply, and replenifli the earth.'* 
♦* Lo, children, and the fruit of the womb, (fays the Pfalmjft) 
are a gift and heritage, which cometh of the Lord.". And 
fo, if we are married to Jesus Qhrist, we muft be fruitful. 
In what ? In every good word and work : for thu? fpeaks the 
^poftle, in his epiftle to the Rofnans : " WherefoK, my bre- 
thren, ye alfo are become dead to the law, by the body of 
Christ^ that ye fliould be married to another, even to him 
who is raifed from the dead." What follows? " That-we 
ibould bring for^h fruit unto God." Glorious words, and 
proper to be confidered in a peculiar manner, by fuch who 
would explore the dodrine of free juftificatiqn, as an Jntino* 
mian doctrine, and as though it deftroyed good works. No ; 
it cftablifhes, and lays a folid foundation, whereon to build 
the fuperftvuclure of good works. Titus is therefore com- 
manded to *' exhort believers to be careful to maintain good 
works." And " herein (fays our Lord) is my Father glo- 
rified, that ye bring forth much fruit. Let your light fo 
(hine before men, that they may fee your, good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven j" with a multitude ot 
paiTages to the fame purpqfe. 

Moreover, it is required of wives, that they not only love 
and reverence their hufbands, but that they alfo love and re- 
fpc£l their hujbund\ friends. And if we are married to Jesus 
Christ, we Ihall not only reverence the bridegroom, but we 
(hall alfo love and honour the bridegroom's friends. " By 
this^ (hall all men know that ye are my difciples, if ye love 

one 



[ i88 ] 

one another/* ** By this we know, (fays the beloved difci— 
pie) that we have pafTed from death to life, becaufe we lovc^ 
the brethren." Obfcrvc, the brethren^ indefiniteljr, of what-* 
ever denomination. And this love muft be " without diffi — 
mulation, and with a pure heart fervently," This was th^ 
cafe of the primitive chriftians. They were all of one hearty 
and of one mind. It was faid of them (O that it could be 
faid of us !) " See how thefe chriftians love one another !** 
They were of the fame fpirit as a good woman of Scoilani 
was, who, when fhe faw a great multitude, as is cuftomary in 
that country, coming from various parts to receive the blefled 
facrament, falutcd them with a «* Come in, ye bleiled of tbe 
** Lord, 1 have an houfe that will hold an hundred of you, 
•* and a heart that will hold ten thoufand.** Let Us go and 
do likewife. 

Once more. Perfons that are married, take one aiiothet 
for better or for worfe^ for richer or for poorer, to love and to 
cberifh each other in ficknefs and in health. And if we are 
married to Jesus Christ, we fliall be willing to bear his 
€rofs^ as well as to wear his crown. *' If any man will come 
, after me, let him deny himfelf, take up his crofs, and follow 
me.** Neither willthey be compelled to do this, as Simon of 
Cyreni was, but they will be volunteers in his fervicc; they will 
cry out. Crown him, crown him, when others are crying out, 
" Crucify him, crucify him.*' They will never leave or for- 
fake him, but willingly follow the Captain of their falvation, 
though it be through a fca of blood. 

I might run the parallel ftill further, and alfo enlarge upon 
the hints already given ; but I fear I have faid enough already 
to reproach*moft believers ; I am fure I have faid more than 
.enough to abafli and upbraid myfelf. For alas ! how vilely, 
treacheroufly, and ungratefully have we behaved towaf-ds our 
fpiritual hufband, the dear Lord Jesus, ever fince the day of 
our cfpoufals ? Had our friends, or even the wives of our 
own bofoms, behaved to us as we have behaved to our great 
and beft friend, our glorious hufband, we (hould have broken 
off our friendftiip, and fued for a bill of divorcement long ago. 
Under our firft love, what promifes did we make to him ? 
But how frowardly have we behaved ourfelves in this cove- 
nant ? How little have we reverenced him ? How often has 

our 
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»ur Beloved been no more to us than another beloved i Hov 
ittle have wc lived to his glory ? Have we not been a fliamc 
ind reproach to bis gofpel ? Have we not crucified him 
ifrefh, and has be not been forely wounded in the houfe of 
lis friends ? Nay, has not his holy name been blafphemed 
trough our means ? For alas 1 how little have we obeyed 
lim ? How carelefs and indifferent have we been, whether 
ve pleafed him or not ? We have often faid, indeed, whea 
rommanded by him to go work in his vineyard, We go, 
Lord ; but alas ! we went not. Or if we did go, with what 
relodlance has it been? How unwilling to wat(^h with our 
tear Lord and Mafter, only one hour ? And of his fabbaths, 
lOMT often have we faid. What a wearinefs is this ? As for 
>ur adulteries, and fpiritual fornications, how frequent, how 
iggravated have they been ? Have not idols of all forts, been 
TufFeredto fill up the room of the ever-bleffed Jesus in our 
tiearts ? You that love him in fincerity, will not be offended 
if I tell you, that the xvith chapter of Ezekid gives, in my 
opinion, a lively defciiption of our behaviour towards our 
Lord. Wc were, like bafe-born children,, cafl out in the 
field to the loathing of our perfons : no eye pitied or had com- 
paffion on us. j£su^ pafFed by, faw us polluted in our own 
lUood, and faid unto us, '* Live," i. 0. preferved us, even in 
our natural ftate, from death. And when his time of love 
was come, he fpread the Ikirt of his imputed righteoufnefs 
over us, and covered the nakednefs of our fouls, entered into 
covenant with us, and we became his. He virafhed us alfo 
with water, even in the laver of regeneration, and thoroughly 
wafhed us by his precious blood, from the guile of all our 
fins.^^ He cloathed iis alfo with broidered work, and decked 
us with ornaments^ even with righteoufnefs, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoft. We did eat fine flour and honey a( 
fais ordinances, and we fed on Jesus Christ in our hearts 
1^ faith, with thankfgivlng. In (hort, we were made exceed* 
ing beautiful, and the kingdom of God was ere6ted ii\our 
hearts. We were renowned among our neighbours for our 
love to God, and all that knew us took knowledge of us, 
that we had been with Jesus. But alasj how have we fallen, 
who were once fons of the morning 1 How have we trufted 
ui oitr own beauty » have grown fpiritually prouki, and pro* 
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v^ked our patient kni unfpeakably long-fuffinriAg LouD 
anger i . Where is that ardent leve we fpake of, when w^ 
told, him, that, though we ihould die for him, we wouM do^ 
deny him in any wife ? How defperately wicked, and,djBcett- 
ful above all things, have we proved our hearts to be, finctf 
we have done all thefe things, even the work of an imperioui 
woman ? . Thefe are great and numerous charges ; but great 
and numerous as they are, there is not a fingle believer bere 
prefent, but, if he knows his own heart, may plead guilty to 
fome, or all of them. But this is a tender point : I fee you 
concerned : your tears, O believers, are a proof of the anjguiib 
of your fouls. And can. any of us give any reafon, why j£8U» 
Christ fhould not give us a bill of divorcement, and put uf 
away ? May he not juftly fpeak to us as he did to bis add- 
trcfs Ifrael^ in the foremen tioned xvith o( Ezekiel^ '* Where- 
fore, O harlot, hear the word of the Lord ; I wilj judge thee 
us women that break wedlock, and flied blood, are judged. 
I will give thee blood in fury and jealoufy, becaufe tho« hail 
not remembered the days of thy youth, but haft fretted me iti 
all thefe things. Behold, therefore, I alfo will reacompeAct 
thy way upon thy head. I will even deal with thee as. tbou 
haft done, who haft defpifed the oath, in breaking the cove^ 
nant, the marriage contraft that was between us." This, I 
am perfuaded, you will confcfs.to be the treatment which we 
all moft juftly deferve. But be not overwhelmed wich over* 
much forrow : for though the Lord our God is a jealous 
God, and will certainly vfit our offences with a rod^ and our 
backflidings with a fpiritual fcourgc, yet his loving- krndncfs 
will he not utterly take from us, nor fufFer his truth to fail; 
Though we have changed, yet he changeth not : He abideth 
faiihful : his leving-kindnefs abideth for evermore. Hark I 
how fweetly he fpcak^ to his backfliding people of old ; " O 
JJrael^ thou haft dcftroyed thyfelf, but in me is thy hdp.. I 
will heal their backfliding, and love them freely." And ki 
the verfes immediately following the words of the'tesi^ how 
comfortably does be addrefs his efpoufed people ! ^^ In a Ik^ 
tie wrath, I hid my face from thee for a moment ; but with 
everlafting kindnefs will I have mercy on thee, faith the LoRrf 
thy Redeemer.. For. this is as the waters o( Noah unto me: 
for as I ha\e fworn^ that the Waters of Noah (hould no more.. 

go 
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•go dvcr the earth ; fo hsvc I fworn, that I would not be wroth 
'With thee, nor rebuke thee. For the mountains (hall depart, 
and the hills be removed, but my kindnefs fhall not depart 
' from thee^ neither fhall the covenant of my peace be removed, 
faith the Lord that hath mercy on thee." Q that this good- 
Defs may kad us to repenunce ! O that this unparalleled, 
infinite, unchangeable love, oiay conflrain us to an univerfal, 
uoiform, chearful, unanimous, perfevering obedience to all 
the commands of God ! 

^Brethren, my heart is enlarged towards yoii, and I could 
dwell .a long while upon the many great and precious invita- 
tions that are made to backfliders, to return to their firft love, 
and do their iirft works : but it is high time for me, if, as was 
Propofed^ 

III. I give to every one their proper portion j to fpeak to 
^Viofe. ppor fouls, who know nothing of this blejQed Bride- 
groom of the church, and copfequently cannot yet fay, " My 
r-^^aker 13 my hufband." 

Ah I 1 pity you from my inmoft foul ; I could weep over, 

^ nd for you, though perhaps you will not weep for yourfelves. 

^^ut fur^y you would weep, and howl too, did you know the 

-^^liferable condition thofe are in, who are not married to Jesus 

'^Gmrwt. Will you give oie leave (I think I fpeak it in 

^nuch love) to inform you, that if you are not married to 

JjEsus Christ, you are married to the law, the world, the 

4eih, and the devil, neither of which can make you happy ; 

^ut all, an the contrary, concur to make you miii^rable. 

Hear ye not, ye that are married to the law, and feck to be 

3'iifti(ied in the iight of God, partly, at leaft, if not whoUy, 

by your own works, what the law faith to thofe that are under 

* kf as g <;o.venant of works? " Curfed is every on^ that con- 

• linueth not in all things that are written in the b.ook oi the 

- Ji^w, to do them." Ev^ry vvord breathes threatening aud 

^ flaugMbr to-poor fdHen creatures^ Curfed,. both here.aiid 

hereafter, be this man, and every one, naturally engendered 

of the offspring of Adam^ without exception, that continueth 

not, even to the very end of li/e, in all things ; not only in 

■ fome,-or imuiy, but in all things, that ar« written iii thq book 

«^f the law, to do tbern^ in the utmoft perfedion ; for ^^ be 

' . 3 . ^iia^ 
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that oiFendeth in one point, is guilty of all." So that, x- 
cording to the tenor of the covenant of worka^ whofoevcr« 
guilty of one wicked thought, word, or adion, is under Ac 
curfe of an angry fin-avenging God. *^ For as many aaire 
under the law, are under the curfe." And do you knaf 
what it is to be under the curfe of God, and to have tke 
wrath of God abide upon you? If you^did, I believe jot 
would not be fo unwilling to be divorced from the law, and kc 
efpoufed, as chafte virgins, to Jesus Christ. 

And why are ye fo wedded to the world ? Did it twt 
prove faithful or fatisfadtory to any of its votaries ? Has not 
Solomon reckoned up the fum total of worldly happinefrp 
And what does it amount to? *' Vanity, vanity, faith the 
preacher, all is vanity," nay he adds, ** and vexation of fpirit"* 
And has not a greater than Solomon informed us, that a man's 
life, the happinefs of a man's life, doth not coniift in the 
things which he pofTefTeth ? Befidcs, *' know ye not that the 
friend(hip of this world is enmity with poD ; fo that whofo- 
cver will be a friend to the world, (to the corrupt cuftoins 
and vices of it) is an enemy to God ?" And what bcttei 
reafons can you give for being wedded to your lufts ? Might 
not the poor flaves in the gallies, as reafonably be wedded to 
their chains ? For do not your lufts fetter down your fouli 
from God ? Do they not lord it, and have they not do- 
minion over you ? Do not they fay, Come, and ye come ; 
Go, and ye go ; Do this, and ye do it ? And is not he or flifl 
that liveth in pleafure, dead, whilft he liveth ? And abovf 
all, how can ye bear the thoughts of being wedded to tlM 
devil, as every natural man is : for thus fpeaks the fcripCure, 
*' He now ruleth in the children of difobedience." And hon 
can ye bear to be ruled by one, who is fuch a profefled optt 
enemy to the moft high and holy God ? Who will mab 
a drudge of you, whilft you live, and be your companion k 
endlefs and extreme torment, after you are dead ? For tk« 
will our Lord fay to thofe on the left hand, '< Depfart fraa 
mC; ye curfed, into everlafiing fire, prepared for the devil aM 
bis angels.'' But, 

IV. Will you permit me, O finner?, that I may draw to- 
wards a dofe of this difcourfe, to propofe a better mat^h M 
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jfbttr'fculV. '*f his is a part of the difcourfc whi^ I lorig id 
come to, it being my heart's defire, and earned prayer to 
God, that your fouls may be favcd. " And now, O Lore^ 
God Almighty, thou Father of mercies, and. God of all 
confolations, thou Cjod and Father of our -Lord Jesus 
Christ, . who haft promiftrd to give thy Son the heathen foi; 
htfhlheiritance, and the uttermoft pafts of the earth for his 
poftffion, fend me good fpeed this day, O Lord, fend me 
ftow profpcrity. Behold, I fliand here without the camp, 
beuiAg a little of thy dear Son's facred reproach I Hear jpncj 
OLoRD, hear me, atid according to thy word^ let thy dcar^ 
thine only begotten Son, fee of fhe travel of his foul, and bo 
" fttiiffied ! O help me fo to fpeak, that many may believe on^ 
ind cleave unto thy bfeffcd, thin^ holy child Jesus f '* 

fiut who am t^ that I (hould undertake to recommend 
the blefled Jesus to others, who am myfelf altogether un-i 
Wthy to take his facred name into my polluted lips ? In* 
deed, my brethren^ I do not count myfelf worthy of fuch an( 
honour ; but fince It has pleafed him, in whom all fujnefs 
flwdls, to count me worthy, and put me into the miniftry^ 
the very ftones would cry out againft ftie, did I iiot attempt^ 
at leaftj to lifp out his praife,^ apnd earneftly l^ecommeod thp^ 
ever- blefled Jesus to the choice of all; * 

Thus Jhrabam's faithful fervant behaved,- when fent out tq^ 

fetch a wife for his nniafter I/a.ic, He fpake of the Viches and 

fiohonri, which Goi^ had conferred Oh him j but what infi* 

t>itdy greater honours and riches,- has the God* and Father of 

our Lord Jesus, conferred on his only Son, to whom I now 

'nvfie every chriftlefs finner I To yoiiy therefore, I cally O 

ye fons of men, affuring yOtT, there is every thing in Jesu^ 

*Jit your hearts can dcfire, or huhg^er an<f thirft after. Dd 

t^eople iii difpofing of themfelves or their children jh iharri^ge^ 

generally covet to be matched with perfons of grsiit names J^ 

^^ this Confideratioh ferve as a motive to ftir ^ou up to match 

^'th- jRAtfS. For God the Father has given him a ifiame 

Wove every name } he has upon his veftur6, and upon his 

,*big|j^ a name writtert, ** The King of kings, and the Lord- 

^^ lords i* and here in the text we are told, " The Lord of 

**^fts is his name/' Nor has he aft empty title, but powef 

^^uivalent i for ht H z prince, a$ Well as a faviour. ** AU 
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power is given unto him, both in beavtnattd on^cirtli:*! 
•• The Govf of the whole earth, (fays our text) he {ball be 
called.*' The government of men, of the church,- airi of 
devils, is put upon his (boulders : ^^ Thrones, principaiitia. 
and powers, are made fubjed unto him ^ by him kings reign, 
and princes decree jdftice i be fetteth up one, and putteth 
down another : :^nd of his kingdom there ihafl be no cod.*' 
Will riches be an inducement unto you Co come and match 
with Jesus ? Why thien, I can tell you, the riches of Jisus 
are infinite : for unto me, who am lefs than the leaft of alt 
faints, is this grace given, that I (bould preach to poor finnmi 
the unfearchable riches of Jesus Christ. I appeal to you 
that are his faints, whether you have not found this true, by 
happy experiezrcc ; and though fome of you, may have beta 
acquainted with him thirty, forty, fifty years ago, do you not 
find his riches are yet unfearchable, and as much paft find* 
ing out, as they were the very firft moment in which you 
gave him your hearts ! 

Would you match with a wife hujband? Hafte then, fin- 
ners, come away to Jesus : He is the fountain of wifdom^ 
and makes all that come unto him, wife unto falvation ; *' He 
is the wifdom of the Father : the Lord poffefled Urn in.tbe 
beginning of tiis way, before his works of old. When he 
prepared the heavens, he was there ; when he appointed the 
foundations'of the earth, then was he with him, as one brougbc 
up with him ; he was daily his delight, rejoicing always be* 
fore him." As he is wife, fo is he holy ^ and therefore, ia 
the words of our text, he is ftiled, ** The Redeemer, tke 
Holy One of Ifrael :'' and by the angel Gabriel^ " That holy 
Thing."* The apoftles, addreffing God the Father, ftilchim 
his ^V holy child Jesus :" and the fpirits of j^uft men made 
perfeS, and the angels in heaven, ceafe not day or nigbt^ 
faying, '^ Holy^ holy, holy." Nor is his beauty inferior td 
his wifdom or bolinefs;^ the feraphs veil their faces^ wheo 
they appear before him : ^^ He is the chiefeft among ten 
thoufand, nay, he is altogether lovely.'' And, as he is alto- 
gether lovely, fo is he altogether hving : his name and hii 
nature is Love. God, Gob in Christ is love : love in tto- 
abftraA. And in this has he manifefted his love, in tha^ 
whilft we were yet finners, nay open enemies, Jesus, in ,iiif ^ 



0Wfl due timcj dfed: for the ungodly. He loved us fd as to 
gife himfclf for us. O what matiner of love is this ! Whdt 
wti JacoVi love to Rachel^ in cdrnparifon of the love whiclr 
fsst;s bore to a perilhing world I He becanne ^ curfe for us. 
For it is written; *^ Curfed is eirery man that hangeth upon a 
KC." What Zipporob faidto her hufcand improperly, Jfisus 
nay fay properly to bis fpoofc the church, " A bloody if'xit 
laft tbou been to me; becaufe of the crucifixion;" For he 
lus purcbafed her with his own blood.- And having once 
lovsd his people^ he lov^s them unto, the end. His love^ 
like hiitiirelf, is frota everlaftiog to everlafting. He hates put* 
ting away : though we. change, yet he changeth not : he 
aUdeth faithful; When we are married here, there comes irf 
that (hocking <jlaufe, to iife the words of holy Mr. Bo/Ion^ 
*^ Till death us doth part ;" but death itfclf (hdl not feparatc t 
true believer from the love of God, which is in Christ Jfisus« 
his Lord 2 for he will never ceafe loving his Biide, till he has 
loved her to heaven, and prefentcd her before hi§ Father^ with- 
out fpot dr wrinkle^ or any focb things Nay, his love willf 
t& it were, but Be beginning, through the endlefs stges of 
fetcntity; 

And now^ Sirs^ what fay you ? Shall I put that queftiofi 
to youj which Rebeccas relations, upon a propo(al of mar* 
fiagc, put to her ? •* Will ye go with the man ?" WitK the 
Bod-mao, thi^ infinitely gr^at,* this infinitely powerful, this 
Jl-wifc, all-holy, altogether lovely^ ever-loving Jesi/s ? 
iVhae objedlion have you to make againft fuch a gracious 
rffcr? One would iniiagine, you bad not a fiogle one; but' 
t is to be feared, through the pfev^lency of nnbeiief, and thd* 
orruption of your defperately wicked deceitful hearts, yoii 
fe ready to urge fcveral. Mcthinks I hear fome of you fay.; 
'ithin yoa^ftlves^ ** We like the propofal, but alas I we? 

are poor/' Are you fo? If that be all, yod mxy^ not* 
iAffanding, be welcome to Jesos : «* For has not God- 
lofen the poor of thi$ world* to make them rich in faith, and 
»rs df bis everlafting kingdom ?'^ And what fays that Sa« J 

our^ to whom I am now inviting you I ^^ Blefied are thcj 
for in Spirit, for their? is the kingdom of heaven.*' And: 
bat fays his Apoftle Concerning hhp ? *< Though he Was-, 
rb) yet for our fakes he became poor, that we through his 
verty might be made rich. But fay you, <^ We are not 
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•nly poor, but we are in debt; we owe God ten fhoutifri 
talents, and have nothing to pay ;" but that need not kec(i 
you back : for God the father, from the Lord Jesus, hii 
dearly beloved Son, has received double for all believers lins:. 
the blood of Jesvs cleanfeth from them all. But you ard |! 
blind, and miferable, and naked } to whom then (hould yoit 
fly for fttccour, but to Jesus, who came to open the eyes of 
the blind, to feek and fave the miferable and loll, and cloathr 
the naked with his perfed and fpottefs rigbteoufners. And 
now, what can hinder your efpoufals with the dear and ever- 
UefTed Lamb of God ? I know but of one thing, th^e 
dreadful fm of unbelief. But this is my comfort, Jesvs died 
for unbelief, as well as for other fins, and has promised to 
fend down the Holy Spirit to convince the worM of this fir« 
in particular : •* If I go not away, the Comforter will no<: 
come unto you ; but if I go away, I wiM fend the Comforter 9 
and he will convince the world of fin." What fin ? of unbe— ^ 
Mef i ** becaufe they believe not on me." O that this pro — 
fliife tnay be fo fulfSled in your hearts, and Jesws may fo be— - 
come the author of divine faith in your foub, that you may b^s 
able to fend me the fame me&age as a good woman in Scstiaru^-^ 
on her dying bed, fcnt me by a friend : ^ Tell him, (fay ^ 
file) for his comfort^ that a^ ftiich a time be married met ^^ 
the Lord Jesus," This would be comfort indeed. Nc^^ 
that we can marry you to ChrisT : No ; the Holy Ghoff 
muft tie the marriage knot. But fuch honour have ai^ Gon^'^s' 
minifters ; under him they efpoufe poor finners to }t$\TSf 
Christ. " I have efpoufod you (fays St. Paul) a^ a chafi:^ 
Virgin to jEstrs Ckrist.*' O that you may fay. We hAU 
go with the man ^ therr will I bow my head, as jStrafmff 
fervant did, and go with joy and tell my Mafter, that he bai 
not left his poor fervant deftitute this day : then fliall I rejoice 
in your felicity. For I know, my Maffcr will take you inta 
the banqueting-boufe of his ordinances, and his banner oVeif' 
you (ball be love. That this may be the happy^ cafe of yool 
all, may the glorious God grant, for the fake of Jssi^s to 
dearly beloved Son, the glorious bridegroom of bis church; 
to wboiii^ with the Father, and th^ Holy Spirit, be all honotf 
and glory^ now and for evermore. Ameiiy and Amen. 



S IE R MO N XIII. 

The Potter and the Clay. 



Jer. xviii. I — 6. 

Tie ward which came to Jeremiah from the Lordy faying^ 
Arife^ and go down to the potter^s hot^e, and there I 
mil caufe thee to hear my words. Tien I went down 
to the patterns Mufe^ and behold^ he wrought a work 
on the wheels. And the vejfel that he made of day was 
marred in the hands of the potter ^ fo he made it again 
another vejfely as feemed good to the potter to make it, 
Then the vjord of the Lord came to me^ faying, O houfe 
of Ifraely cannot I do with you as this potter? faith the 
Lord. Behold J as the clay is in the potter* s hand^ fa 
are ye in mine hand^ O houfe of JfraeU 

AT fundry times, and in divers manners, God was pleafed 
to fpeak to our fathers by the prophets, before he fpoke 
Xa u6 iti thefe laft days by /his Son. To Elijah^ he revealed 
htmfdfby a fmall ftill voice. Tojacoby by a dream. To 
^ofiSy he fpake face to face. Sometimes he was pleafed to 
fend a favourite prophet on fome efpecial errand ; and whilft 
lie was thus employed, votichfafed to give him a particular 
tnefiage, which he was ordered to deliver without referve to 
^H the inhabitants of the iand. A very inftru^ive inftance of 
tbis kind we have recorded in the paiTage now read to yout 
The firft vcrfe informs us that it was a word, or mefTage, 
which came Immediately from the Lord to the prophet Jert- 
IffiiUfp - At what time> or how the prophet was employed 
*^' N 3 when 
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when it came, we are tiot told. Perhaps, whilft hi 
was praying for thofe who would not pray for themfelYa: 
Perhaps, near the morning, when he wasjlumbering or mu- 
fmg pn his bed. For the word came to him, faying, ^< Arifc.* 
Anf] jvhat tnuft he do when rifen) He muft ^< go downis jpa 
the potter's houfe" (the prophet knew where to find it) "and 
there (fays the great Jehovah) I will caufc thee to hear my 
words.'' Jeretmab does not confer with fleih and bloody be 
does not object that it was dark or cold, or defire that he 
might have his meflTage given Lrm there, but without the leaft 
heiitation is immediately obedient to the heavenly vtfion. 
*' Then (fays he) I went down to the potter's houfe, and be- 
hold he wrought a work upon the wheels/' Juft as he wn 
eptering into the houfe or work(hop, the potter, it fecmi, 
had a ycflel upon his wheel. And w^s there any thing fo ex- 
traordinary in this, that it fhould be ufherecj ip witl^ the 
word Behold ? What a dreaming vifionary, or fupcrfiitious 
cnthufiaft, would this Jeremiah be accounted, even by many 
whb read his prophecies with farming refped, was he alive 
910W ? But this was not the iirft timeyeremiah had heard from 
heaven in this manner. He therefore willingly obeyed ; and 
had you or I apcompanied him to the poster's hou(e, I believe 
we (houid have fcen h'ltn fxlently, bqt intenfely waiting upon 
his great and all-wife Commander, to jcnow wherefore he fent 
hhn" thither. Mcthinjcs I fee hirp all attention. He takes 
notice, that " the veffel was of clay ;" but as he held h in his 
band, and turned round the wheel, in order to work it into 
|bme particular form, *^ it was marred in the hands' of the 
potter," and confequently unfit for the ufc he before intended) 
to put it to. And what becomes of this marred veifel { Being 
|hus marred, I fuppofe, the potter, without the leaft impvfu* 
|ion of injuilice, might have thrown it afide, and takeb up 
another piece of clay in its room. But he did not. <* He 
fnade it agajn another veflcl.'* And docs the potter call t 
council of his doqieftics, to enqujre of them what kind of 
yeflel they would advife him to make of it ? No, irt no wife, 
J' He pade it agaip another yeflel, as feemed good to the pot- 
ter to make it." 

*^ Then," adds Jeremiah^ whilft he was in the way of duty 

•--then— whilft he was nientally crying, Loi^p >vhat wouldft 

3. thou 



^ **ou - hiivc me to 4o ? " Then the word of the LojD came 
' unto me , fa}'iflg, O houfe of Ifrae/y cannot I do with you as 
this potter f faith the Lord. Behold, as the clay Is in the 
'hands of the potter (marred, and unfit for the firfl defigned 
-purpofc) fo are ye in mine hand, O houfe of T/rj /." At 
length, then, yeremiab hath his fermon given to him : fhort, 
"but popular. It was to be delivered to the whole houfe of 
Ifraelj princes, priefts, and people: {hort, but pungent, even 
'fliarper than a two-edged fword. What ! fays the foverei jn 
'Lord of heaven and earth, muft I be denied the privilege of 
m common potter ? May I not do what I will with my own ? 
^^ Behold, as the clay is in the potter's hands, fo are ye in 
mine hands, O houfe of IfraeL I made and formed you in- 
to a people, and blefled you above any other nation under 
heaven : but, O Ifratl^ thou by thy backflidings haft deftroyed 
thyfclf. As the potter therefore might juftly have thrown 
afide his marred clay, fo may I juftly unchurch and unpeople 
you. But what if I (hould come over the mountains of your 
guilt, heal your backflidings, revive my work in the midft of 
the jrearsj and caufe your latter end greatly to increase i Be- 
hold, as the clay is in the hands of the potter, lying at his 
difpofal, either to be deftroyed or formed into another veflel, 
fo are ye in my hands, O houfe of Ifrael : I may either re- 
jed, and thereby ruin you, or I may revifit and revive ypu ac- 
cording to my own fovereign good will and pleafure, and who 
fhall fay unto me, what doft thou V* 

' This feems to be the genuine interpretation, and primary 
intention of this beautiful part of holy writ. But waving all 
further eni^uiries about its primary defign or meaning, I (hall 
now proceed to fhew, that what the glorious Jehovah here 
fays of the houfe of Ifrael in general, is applicable to every in- 
• dividual of mankind in particular. And as I prefume this may 
c be done, without either wire-drawing fcripture on the one 
hand, or wrefting it from its original meaning on the other, 
not to detain you any longer, I ftiall, from the paffage thus 
ejipplained and paraphrafed, deduce, and endeavour to enlarge 
on thefe two general heads. 

Firft^ I (hall undertake to prove, that every man naturally 
engendered of. the. offspring of ^<inw, is in the fight of the 
a]l-^eing, heart- fcarching God, only as a. " piece of marred 
clay." N 4. Secondly^ 
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Sicondly^ Thtt being thus marred, be muft-neceflarily in 
renewed : and under this b^ad, we ihjill lilcewife point oi)( 
\>y whpfc agency this mighty change is to he brought about 

Thcfe particulars being difcufled, way. will mtiir^lly k 
ynade for a (liorc worfl of application. 

FirJ}^ To prove that every man na^ur^lly engendered of thjB 
pftspring of jJdaoiy is in (he fight of am all-Ci:,eing, heart- 
Searching Qod, only as ^ piece of marred day, 

. Be pleafed to obferye, that we fay eyery man aaturalfy 9i^ 
gendered, of the offspring of JJam, or evety man fince tte 
fail : for If wc confider ms^i as he firft came out of the hjuidi 
pf his M^ker, he was far from being in fuch melaneholy ciri 
pumflances, No : he was cuigin^Ily pade ypfigbt } or li 
Mo/£Sy that facred penman, declares, ** Qod loade him aftei 
his own image/' Surely never was fo much exprefled in td 
few words ; which hath often made me wonder how thM 
great critic Longinusy who fo juftly admires the dignity and 
grandeur oi Mofiis account of the creation, and ^' God faid^ 
Let there be light, and there was light \* I fay I have often 
wondered why he did not read a little further, and beftow 99 
juft an encQmium upon this fhort, but .withal ineJipreiEbly 
auguU and comprehcnfivc defcripiion of the formation of man* 
^^ fo Gop created man in. his own image/' Struck with a 
deep fenfe of fuch amazing goodncfs, and that he might im* 
prefs yet a deeper fpnfc of it upon our minds too, he imme- 
diately adds, *'*' in the image of God made he him.'' A 
fpouncil of the moft adorable Trinity was called on this im- 
portant occaf;oii : . God did not fay, Let there be x man, and 
there was a man> but Gqd faid, " h^t us make mi^n in our 
image, after our likenefs." This- is the account which the 
lively oracles of Gop do give us of man in his firft eftate: 
bur it is very remarkable, that the tranfition from the account' 
of his creation to that of his mifery, is very quick, and why? 
I^or a very good reafon, becAufe he foon fell from hispri-- 
meval dignity ; and by that fall, the divine image is fo die- 
faced, that he is now to be valued only as antiquarians value' 
an ancient medal, merely for the fake of the image and fu-' 
perfcription once ftampcd upon it ; or of a fecond divine im- 
jprefe^ which, through gracej it may yet receive. * 



■ Let us take -« more particular iiirvey of hiAi, and fee wTie^ 
ther thefe things are fo or not : and firft, as to his unJfr-'' 
fimdng^ As man was created originally <' after God ift 
\ inpwledge,'* as well as righteoufnefs and true holinefs, wb 
may rationally infer, that his underftanding, In refpeft to 
i things natural, as well as divine, was of a prodigious extenf : 
i for he was made but a little lower than the angels, and con- 
fequently being like them% excellent in his underftanding, he 
» Icoew much of God; of himfelf^ and all about bim ; tind in 
) this as well as' every other refped, was, as Mr4 Collier ex« 
i prefles it in one of his eflfays, a perfed major : but this is far 
2 from being our cafe now. For in refped to natural things^ 
t our underftandiiTgs are evidently darkened. It is hut littte 
ii that we can know, and even that little knowledge which we 
i can acquire, is with much wearinefs of the flefli, and we arc 
\ ^med to gain it as we do our daily bread, I mean by the 
^ fwcat of our brows. 

t Men of low and narrow minds foon rommence wife in thfi# 

i own conceits : and having acquired a little fmattering of the 

/ icarjied languages, and made fome fmall proficiency in the dry 

\ Sciences, are eafijy tempted to look upon themfelves a^ a head 

taller than their. fellow mortals, and accordingly too, too 

i <>ftcn put forth great fwelling words of vanity. But perfona 

o^a more exalted, and extenfive reach of thought, dare rrajt . 

boaft. No : they know that the greateft fcholars are in tlie^ 

(ifU-ky in refped: to many even of the minuteft things in life : 

M after all their painful refearches into the Arcana Naiura^ 

they find fuch an immenfe void, fuch an unmeafurable ex- 

Paafe yet to be travelled over, that they are obliged at laft tq* 

conclude, almoft with refpeft to every thing, •' that the/ 

know nothing yet as they ought to know." This confidera- 

^ion, BO doubt, led Socrates^ vihtn he was afked by one of 

^^s fcbolars, why the oracle pronounced him the wifeft man 

inearth, to give him this judicious anfwcr, '' Perhaps it is, 

** becaufe I am moft fenfible of my own ignorance." Would 

to God, that all who call themfelves chriftians, had learnt fq 

tAuch a9 this heathen ! We (hould then no longer hear fo 

iftany Uarmd trnn^ falfely fo called, betray their ignorance by 

Wfting of the extent of their (hallow underftanding, nor by 

proieffing themfelves (b wM^> prpve tl^mfelyes fuch arrant 

pedantic fools. ^ 
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. If we view our underftandings in rcfpeSt to J^iritual tblnp^ 
we iball find that they are not only darkened, but become 
ilarknefs itfelf, even ^^ darknefs that may be felt" hj all who 
are not paft feeling. And bow fliould it be othcrwife,' fioce 
the infallible word of God alTures us, that they are alienated 
from the light and life of God, and thereby naturally as in- 
capable to judge of divine and fpiritual things, comparativdjr 
fpeaking, as a man born blind is incapacitated to diftingtrifli 
the various colours of the rainbow, ^* The natural man, 
(fays an infpired apoflle) difcerneth not the things of the 
Spirit of God ;" fo far from it, <^ they are fooliflinefs onto 
bim ;'' and why ? Becaufc they are only to be ** fpiritualiy 
difcerned.*' Hence it was, that Nicodimuf^ who was bleAd 
with an outward and divine revelation, who was a. ruler of the 
ywis^ nay a mafler of Ifrg^ly when our Lord told him, ^* be 
muft be born again;" appealed to be quite grappled. ** Htm 
(fays he) can a man be born when he is old f can he enticri 
fecond time into his mother's womb and be born? how oa 
tbcfc things be?" Were three more abfurd queftions ever pnn 
pofed by the moft ignorant man alive? or can there be a 
clearer proof of the blindncfs of man's underftanding, in re- 
fpe£l to divine, as well as natural things ? Is not man them 
piece of marred clay ? 

-This trill appear yet more evident, if we confider thc^- 
wffe beftt of his will. Being made in the very image of God; 
undoubtedly before the fall, man had no other will butfais 
Maker's. God's will, and Adam*Sy were then like unifoos in 
mufic. There was not the leaft difunion, or difcord between 
them. But now he hath a will, as diredly contrary to the 
will of God, as light is contrary to darknefs, or heaven to 
hell. We all bring into the world with us a carnal mindy 
liyhich is not only an enemy to God, but ^^ enmity itfelf, an^ 
which is therefore not fubjeA unto the law of God, neither 
indeed can it be." A great many (hew much zeal in talking 
againft the man of fin, and loudly (and indeed very juftly) 
exclaim againft the Pope for fitting in the temple, I me^n th<J' 
church of Christ, and ^* exalting himfclf above all that is 
called God." But fay not within thyfelf, who (hall goto 
Rome^ to pull down this fpiritual antichrift ? as though there 
v(^ no a^tichrifl but what is without us. For know, O 

mair, 
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nan, whoe^rer tboo art, an infinitdy more dangerous anti* 
chrift, becayfe left difcerned, even ftlf-vnllj fits daily in the 
temple of thy heart, exalting itfelf above all that is called 
God, and obliging all its votaries to fay of Christ himfel^. 
that Prince of peace, " we will not have this man to reign 
4)ver us.'* Gop*8 people, whofe fpiritual fenfes are exercifed 
a)K)ut fpiritual things, and whofe eyes are opened to- fee the 
abominations that are in their hearts, frequently feel this to 
their forrow. Whether they will or not, this enmity from 
time to time bubbles up, 9fiA in fpight of all their watchful* 
De& and care, when they are under the prefiure of fome fharp 
affli&ion, a long defertion, or tedious night of temptation, 
tkey often find fomething within rifing in rebellion againft the 
sH-wife difpofals of divine Providence, and faying unto God 
their iicavenly Father, ^^ what doft thou f" This makes them 
to cry (and no wpnder, fince it conftrained one of the greateft 
laints and apodles firft to introduce the expreffion) ^< O 
mrretphed man that I am, who (hall deliver, me from the body 
of this death ?" The fpiritual and renewed foul groans thus, 
being burdened s but as for the natural and unawakened man, 
i% is not (b with him ; fe]f*will, as welt as every other evil, 
either in a more latent or difcernable manner, reigos in his 
unrenewed foul, and proves him> even to a demoafiration to 
cithers, whether he knows, or will confefs it himfelf or not, 
that in refped to the diforders of his will, as well as his un-^ 
^erftanding, man is only a piece of marred clay. 

A tranilent view of fallen man's affe^ions wi41 yet mote 
firmly, corroborate this melancholy truth* Thefe, at his 
being firft placed in the paradife of God, were always kept 
within proper bounds, fixed upon their proper obje<Sts, arul, 
like fo many gentle rivers, fweetly, fpontaneoufly and habitu- 
ally glided into their ocean, God. But now the fcene is 
changed, ^or we are now naturally full of vile afFedions, 
which like a mighty and impetuous torrent carry all befori^ 
them* We love what we (hould hate, and hate what we 
ibould love ; we fear what we (hould hope for, ami hope for 
what we ihould Tear; nay, to fuch an ungovernable height 
do our a^edions fometimes rife, that though our judgments 
arc convinced to the contrary, yet we will gratify our paiHons 
though it be at the cxpence of our prefent and eternal welfare. 

' * We 
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We fed m mi of our aflFe6Hons, warring igainft tfie'IaW^T 
our minds, and bringing us into captivity to' the law of fin ahS 
ideatb. So that v/V#0 meliorit proboqutj detifier'A fiqudr^ I ipl 
prove of better things but follow worfe, is too^ too often thi 
praditce of us all* ' 

I am fenfible, that many are oflFended, when mankind ait 
compared to beads and devils. And they might have forhe 
fliadow of reafon for being fo, if we afierted in a pbyfical 
ienfe, that they were realty bcafts and really devils. For then', 
as I once heard a; very learned prelate, who was dbjeding 
againft this comparifon, obferve, ** a man being a beaft would 
be incapable, and being a devil, would be under an impoffi- 
bility of being faved/' But when we make ufe of fuch/krf* 
mg comparifinsj as he was pleafed to term them, we would be 
underAdod only in a moral fenfe ; and in fo doing, we afl^ 
sio mote than fome of the moft holy men of God have faid 
^tbemfelves, and others, in the lively oracles many ages ago! 
Holy Davidy the man after God's own heart, fpeakihg of 
Yim^Xf^ fays, ** fo foolifti was I, and as a beaft before thee.* 
Aad holy Jcb^ fpeaking of man in general, fays, that *< he if 
born as a wild afs's colt," or take away the expletive, whicK 
as fome think ought to be done, and then he pofitively aflerts,' 
Aat man is a wild afs's colt. And what fays our Lord, ** Ye 
are of your father the devil \* and '* the whole world is fiii 
t»lie in him, the wicked one, who now rules in the children 
of difobcdience," that is, in all unrenewed fouls. Our ftupt- 
dtty, pronenefs to fix our affections on the things of the earth, 
and our eagernefs to make provifion for the flefh, to fulfil tU 
Jufts thereof, evidence us to be earthly and brutal ; and out 
Biental paffions, anger, hatred, malice, envy, and fuch like,' 
prove with equal ftrengthj that we are alfo devilifh. Both 
together confpire to evince, that in refpcft to his afFe6Hons, as 
well as his underftanding and will, man defervedly may be 
termed a piece of marred clay. 

The prefent blindnefs of natural csnfaence makes this appeat 
in a yet more glaring light; in the foul of the firft man Aiom^ 
confciencc was no doubt the candle of the Lord, and enabled 
him rightly and inftantaneoufly to difcern between good andf 
evil, right and wrong. And, bleflcd be God ! fome remainsf 
of this are yet left; but alas, hovv dimly does it burn, atidf 

how 
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kw eafily an^ quickly is il covered, or put out and cxtin^ 
fuiihed. I need not fend yoa to the heathen world, to learn 
the truth of this ; you all know it by experience. Was ther^ 
Ao other evidence, your own ■confciences are inftead of a 
thoufand witnefies, that man, as to his natural confcience, as 
well as underfiandingi will and afiedions, is much marred 
clay. 

• Nor does that great and boaffed Dianti, I mean unsiffifted 
uninlighttnid nafon^ lefs demonftrajte the jirftnefs of fuch an 
iflercion« Far be it from me to decry or exclaim againft hu- 
man reafon. Christ himfelf is called the ^^ Logos, (he Rea- 
(hi ;" and I believe it would net require much learhing, tt 
Uke up much time to prove, that fo far atid' no farther thaii 
as wc a£t agreeably to the law* of CHRlisT^Jfius, >rc vi'^d 
any way confofmable to the laws of righfrcafon. HPfs fervic6 
19 therefore called «* a reafonaWe fenrice." • AndTiowever His 
fefVants and followers may now be looked upon as fbols and 
madmen ; yet there will come ^ time, when tho'fe who defpWi 
and fet themfelves to oppofe divine revelation, wiH find, that 
what they now call reafon, is only reafon idepnttredy and a9 
utterly incapable, of itfclf, to guide us into the Way* of peaCe^ 
or (hew the way of falvation, as the men of J^e^w were fcf 
find Lot\ door aftifer they were flrnck with blindncfs by thtf 
angels, who came to lead him out of the'city. The horrfd 
amd dreadful mtftakes, which thfe moft refined reafoners in the 
heathen world ran into, both a^ to the obje<^, as welf a$ 
Inanner of divine worfliip, hate fufficlently demdnftrated ^ 
Weaknefs 2tni depravity of human reafoA : nor do our moderxl 
boafters afford us any better proofs of the greatnefs of itf 
ftrength^ fince the heft improvenjcnt they generally make of it^ 
is only to reafon themfelves into dowirright wilful infidelity^ 
and thereby reafon themfelves crut of eternal- falvation. Need 
we now any further witnefs, that man, iiWtti man, is'^t6« 
|ether a piece of marred clay ? 

But this is not all, we have yettoofe evidence to call ; .foif 
do the blindnefs of our underihindings, the perverfenefs of our 
Willf the rebellion of our afFedtions, the corruption of out 
Conferences^ the depravity of our reafon prove this charge ^ 
ar»d does not the prefent Jifirdered frame and conflitution $four 
Min coflfirm the famcaHb? I>oubtlefs in this refpe£t, man^ 

in 
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In the moft li^al ienfe of the word, is a piece 6f marred cby. 

For God originally made him of the <^ dufl: of the ear^.'' Sa 

that hotwithftanding our boafting of our high pedigrees, and 

different defcent, we were all originally upon a levels and a 

little red earth was the common fubftratum oot of which we 

were ail formed. Clay indeed it was, but clay wonderfdlly 

modified, even by the immediate hands of the Creator of 

heaven and earth. One therefore hath obferved^ that it is faid 

^^ God built the man $" he did not form him raibly or baftiiyi 

l>ut built and finifhed him according to the plan before laid 

down in his own eternal mind. And though « as the great 

God is without body, parts, or paffions, we cannot fuppofc 

when it is faid *^ God made man after his own image," that 

it has any reference to his body, yet I, cannot help thinking 

(with Dodor South) that as the eternal Logos was hereafter 

to appear. Gob manifeft in the flefh, infinite wifdom wai 

undoubtedly exerted in forming a cafket into which fo inva* 

luable a pearl was in the fulnefs of time to be depofifced; Sonic 

of the ancients are faid to have aflerted, that man at- the firfij 

had what we call a glory (hioing round him ; but without at* 

tempting to be wife above what is written, we may venture Ut' 

affirm, that he had a glorious body, which knowing no fioi 

knew neither ficknefs nor pain. But now on this| as well 

as other accounts, he may jufUy be called Icbaiodi for its 

primitive flrength and glory are fadly departed from it,, and 

like the ruins of fome ancient and ftately fabric,, only (d 

much left as to give us fome faint idea of what it was whea 

It firfl appeared in its original and perfe£l beauty. The apofiU 

Pauly therefore, who knew how to call things by their propel 

names, ;is well as any man living, does not fcrupk to teroU 

the human body, though in its original conflitution fearfully 

and wonderfully made, a ^^ vile body ;" vile indeed 1 fmce it 

is fubje6t to fuch vile difeafes, put to fuch vile^ yea very vil6 

ufes, and at length is to come to (o vile an end. *^ For duft 

wc are, and. to duft we mufi return." I'bis among other 

confiderations^ we may well fuppofe, caufed the bkfled j£sut 

to weep at the grave of LaTutrus. He wept, not only becaufe 

his friend Lazarus was dead, but he wept to fee human hi^ 

fure, through man*s own default, thus laid in ruins, by being 

(ubje£l unto facb a diflblution, made lik« unto the beads disfl 

^ ^ let 



[ 207 I 

[ Let uf here paufe a while, and with dnr fympltfaizfng- 
Lord, fee if we cannot ihed a few filent tears at leaft, upon 
the fame forrowful occafion. Who, who is there amongft 
us, that upon fuch a melancholy review of man's prefent, 
real, and moft deplorable depravity both in body and foul, 
can refrain from weeping over fuch a piece of marred clay ? ' 
Who, who can help adc^ting holy David's lamentation over 
Wand Jonathan? " How are the mighty fallen ! How arc 
they flain in their high places 1" Originally it was not fo.> 
No, *^ God made man after his own image: in the image^ 
of God made he roan/' Never was there fo much expreflfol 
in fo few words. He was created aftw God in righteoufnefs 
and true holinefs. 

I This is the account, which the facred volume gives us« 
of this interefting point. This, this is that blelTed book, 
that book, of books, from whence, together with an appeal 
to the experience of our own hearts, and the teftimonies of all* 
paft ages, we have thought proper to fetch our proofs. For, 
after all, we mufl be obliged to divine revelation, to know^ 
what we were, what we are, and what we are to be. In 
thefe, as in a true glafs, we may fee our real and proper like-i 
Qtfi. And from thefe only can we trace the fource and; foun- 
tain of all thofe innumerable evils, which like a deluge. havct 
overflowed the natural and moral world. If any fhould ob-> 
jed againft the authenticity of this revelation, and confe-* 
quently againft the do£lrine this day drawn from thence, they . 
do in my opinion thereby very much confirm it. For unlefs 
a man was very much difordered indeed, as to his underftaod-; 
ing, will, afFe(3ions, natural confcience, and his power of 
reafoning, he could never poffibly deny fuch a revelation, 
which ia founded on a multiplicity of infallible external, 
evidences, hath fo many internal evidences of a divine ftamp» 
in every page, is fo fuited to the common exigencies of all. 
mankind, fo agreeable to the experience of all men, and 
which hath been fo wonderfully, handed and preferved to^ 
us, hath been fo inftrumencal to the conviding, convert-. 
ing, and comforting fo many millions of fouls, and hath, 
ftood the teft of the moft fevere fcrucinies, and exa^ crU 
ticifms of the moft fubtle and refined, as well as of the moft. 
nuancious and perfecuting enepiies^ that ever lived, even from 
the begtnnbg of time to this very day. Pcrfons of fuch a 
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tarn of mind» I think, are rather to be prayed for, than difi- 
puted with) if fo be this perverfe wickednefs of their hearii 
nay be forgiven them : " They are in the very gal} of biiter- 
nefs, and muft have ^' their confciences feared as it wtte with 
a red-hot iron/' and oiuft have their eyes *^ blinded by (he 
God of this world/' otherwife they couM not bire fee, and fee^ 
and alfent to the truth of this doftrrne, of man^s bdng imi- 
vcrfaHy depraved ; which not onty in one or two, but in one 
or two thousands, in every page, I could almoft fay, is writ- 
ten, in fuch legible charaders, that he that runs may read. 
Indeed, revelation itfeif is fonnJei} upon the dodh'iner of the 
fall. Had we kept our origrnal integrity, the hw of GO0 
would have yet been written in our hearts, and thereby the 
want of a divine revelation, at leaft fuch as ours, would hsrvc 
been fuperfeded ; but being fallen, inftead of rifing in rebd- 
Iton againft God, we ought to be filled with unfpeakable 
tbankfalnefs to our aril bountiful Creator, who by a fevr Kner 
IB ki6 own books hath difcovered more to ns, thanr all tlK, 
philotbpbess and moft learned men in the world couM, or 
would, have difcovered, though they had ffudred to a!f 
eternity* 

I am well aware, that (bme who. pretend to own the vali- 
dity of divine revelation, are notwithfemKng^ enemies to the 
dodrine that hath this day been delivered y and would fain 
dude the force 6f the proofy generally urged in defence of it^ 
by faying, they only befpeak the corruption of partrcalaf per- 
fons, or have reference only to the heathen world : bat fuc* 
^(bns err, not knowing their own hearts, or the power of 
Jesus Christ : foi by nature there is no difference between 
Jiw or Gentile^ Greek or Barbarian^ boftd or free. We art 
altogether equally become abominable in God's fight, att 
equally fallen fliort of the glory of Gbjb, and confequcntljr' 
^\ alike fo many pieces- of marred clay. 

Bow Got> came to fuffer man to fall ? how^ long onm 
flood bcfsre he fell ? and how the corruption corttrafted-bf 
the fall, is propagated to every individual of his fpecies ? artf 
queftions of fuch an abftrufc and critical nature, that flioul4 
I undertake to anfwcr them, would be only gratifying a fin- 
j^ curiofity, and tempting you, as Satan tempted our £rft 
parents, to eat forbidden If u;t. It will mqch better anfwer 

the 
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rtiedcfign of this prerent difcourfe, which'is pra^ieatl^ to pafs 
&« • 

n. To the next thing propofed, and point out to you the 
abfelute neceffity there is of this fallen nature's being re- 
taewed. 

' This I have had all along in my eye, and on account of 
flis, have purpofely been fp explicit on the firft genera) head : 
'or has Archimedes once faid, *' Give me a place where I may 
** fix my foot, and I will move the world ;" fo without the 
icaft imputation of arrogance, with which, perhaps, he. was 
iuftly chargeable, we may venture to fay, grant the foregoing 
JoArine to be true, and then deny the neceffity of man's be- 
ing renewed who can. 

I fuppofe, I may take it for granted, that all of you amongft 
whom 1 am now preaching the kingdom of God, hope after 
fleath to go to a place which we call Heaven. And my heart's 
dfcfire and prayer to God for you is, that you all may have 
■nanfions prepared for you there. But give me leave to tell 
you, was you now to fee thefe heavens opened, and the aii- 
gd(toufe the words of theferaphic Hervey) cloathed with all 
liis heavenly drkpcry, with one foot upon the earth, and ano- 
ther upon the fea ; nay, were you to fee and hear the angel 
of the everlafiing covenant, Jesus Christ himfclf, pro- 
claiming *' time fliall be no more," and giving you all an in- 
Wation immediately to come to heaven ; heaven would be 
IK) heaven to you, nay it would be a hell to your fouls, un- 
fcfi you were firft prepared for a proper enjoyment of it here 
<to earth« ** For what communion hath light with darknefs ?'* 
Or what feUowfhip could unrenewed fons of Belial poffibly 
keep up with the pure and immaculate Jesus ? 

The generality of people form firange ideas of heaven, 
^nd becaufe the fcriptures, in condefccnfion to the wcaknefs 
'f our capacities, defcribe it by images taken from earthly 
^lights and human grandeur, therefore they are apt to carry 
leir thoughts no higher, and at the bell only form to tbem- 
>ives a kind of Mahometan paradlfe. But permit me to tell 
:>u, and God grant it may fink deep into your hearts ! flea- 
^n is rather a (late than a place ^ ;ind eonfequently, uqlrfs 
Voh. V. O ' you 

46 
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jrou sre prtviOiiQf dlfpored by m fuitabte ftate bf nund, fod 
fcould not be happy even in heaven itfel^ For what it graci 
biit glory miliupt ? What is glory but grace triumphant? 
This confidcration made a pious author fay^ tinit ^* holiiiefs, 
*5 bappinefs , and heaven, were only three Ai&xent worda for quo 
f* and the felf-fame thing/* And this made the great Fr^lm^ 
when he was about to die^ turn tp hisfriends, faying, ^ I im 
f* changing my place, but not my ccNiipany*" . He had oon- 
verfed wiih Go VI and good men on earthy he was (QiDg 10 
keep up the fame» and infinitely more refined communioa 
with God, his holy angels, ^pd the fpirits pf ju(l men mpib 
perfect, in heaven. 

To make us meet to be bljrsful partakers of fuch htt^vealy 
company, this *^ marred clay,'* I mean, thcfe deprgyed na- 
tures of ours, muft necefTarily undergo at> univ^rfal moral 
change : our Miiderftandings muft be epiighteoed | our wiU** 
reafon, and cqnfciences, muft be renewed; our afijpAiQna 
muft be drawn toward, and fixed upon things above; and 
becaufe fie(h and blood cannot Ipherit the kingdom of beavui, 
this corruptible muft put on incorruption, this tnortal mtA 
put on inimortality. ^nd thus old things muft literally pais 
away, and behold all things, even the body as fyell as die 
faculties of the foul, muft become new,^ 

This moral change is what fome call, repentant, fomei 
converfion, fome, regeneration i choofe what r\^xos yoi| pleafe, 
I only pray God, that we all ipay have the thing. The 
Scriptures call it boliqefs, fan£lificatjon,.the new preaturCi 
and our Lord calls it a ^* >Tew birth, or being born agaio^ 
or bprn from aboye. -' Thefe are not barely figurative expret 
fiofis, or the flights of ea(lern language, nor dp Ibey barely 
denote a relative change of ftate conferred on all thofe wha 
^tt adjnitted into Christ*s church by baptifpnV but they 
denote a real, moral change of heart and life, a real partjcU I 
pation of the diyine life in the foul pf man. Some indeed coo- 
tent themfelves with a figurative interpretation $• but unleft 
|hey are madeJb estperiepce the po\ver and e£Scacy thereof^ 
by a folid living experience in their own fouls, ail their learn- 
ing, all their laboured criticifms, will not exempt them from ^ 
ifml dartinatioh. Christ hath faid it, and Christ will ftand, 
i^ Pnlefs a man,*^ leafned 6r oiilearned^ high br lo^, though 



[ an J 

lue he t maRet oF I/rael as Nicoiemus was, unlefs he ^^ be born 
agiiin« he cannot fee, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God." . 

If it be enquired, \«rho is to be the potter ? and by whofe 
agetiey thiB inarre<{ clay 18 to be formed into another veilel ? 
Or in other words, if it be afked, how this great and mighty 
change \% to be efFe^d ? I anfwer, not by the mere dint 
and force of moral fuafion. This is good in its plaoe. And 
I am (o far from thinking, that chriftian preachers ihould 
iiot make ufe of rational arguments and motives in their fer- 
mons, that I cannot think they are fit to preach at all, who 
eitl^er cannot, or will not ufe them. We have the example 
of -the great God' himfelf for fuch a pra£lice ; '^ Come (fays 
4ie) and let us reafon together/^ And St. Paul^ that prince 
61 preachers, ^' reafoned of temperance, and righteoufnefs, and 
k judgment to come/' And it is remarkable, *' that whilft 

' he was reafoning of thefe things, Felix trembled/^ Nor are 
the moft perfuaftve drains of holy rhetoric lefs needful for a 
fcribe ready inftrufled to the kingdom of God. 7 he fcrip^ 
tures both of the Old and New Tcftamcnt, every where 
aboiind wii^h them. And when cfin they be more properly 
employed, and brought forth, than when we are adding as 
ambafladors of heaven, and befeeching poor finners, as in 
Christ's ftead, to be reconciled unto God. All this we readily 
grant. But at the fame time, I would as foon go to yonder 
church*yard, and attempt to raife the dead carcafes, with a 
«* come forth," as to preach to dead fouls, did I not hope for 

, iboie fuperior power to make the word efFedual to the defigned 
end. I (hould only be like a founding brafs for any faving 
4>urpoli:Si or as a tinkling cymbal. Neither is this change to 
be wrought by the power of our ow^ free-will. This is an 
idd every where fet up, but we dare not fall down and wor- 
ship it, . " No man (fays Christ) can come to me, unlefs 
the Father draw him." Our own free-rwill, if improved, maf 
Teftrain us from the commiifion of many evils, and put us in 
the way of converfion ; but, after exerting our utmoft effort^ 
-.(and we are bound in duty to ex^rt them) we (ball find the 
.ivords of our own church article to be true, that ^* man fince 
♦* the fall hath no power to turn to God." No, we might 
4^|bo|i attempt to flop the ebbing and flowipg of the tide. 
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and calm the mod te mpeftuous fca, as to imagine that we can 
fubdue, or bring under proper regulations, our own un? 
ruly wills and afFcdions by any ftrcngth inherent in our- 
felves. 

And therefore, that I may keep ypu no longer in fufpencc, 
I inform you, that this heavenly pother, this bleffed agent, 
is the Almighty Spirit of Gqp, the Holy Ghoft, the third 
perfon in the moft adorable Trinity, coefleotial with the Fa- 
ther and the Son. This is that Spirit, which at the begin? 
ning of time moved on the face of the waters, when naijiw 
lay in one univerfal chaos. This was the Spirit that ovcrT 
(hadowed the Holy Virgin, before that holy thing was borll 
pf her : and this fame Spirit muft cpme, and move upon the 
chaos of our fouls, before wc can properly be culled the foni 
pf God. This is what John the baptift calls ** being ba(H 
tized with the \\o\^ Ghoft,'' without which, bis and all other 
-baptifms, whether infant or adult, avail nothing. This if 
that fire, which our Lord came to fend into our earthly 
hearts, and v^hich I pray the [^oRP of all lords to kifidlc id 
^very unrcnew:cd one this day. 

As for the extraordinary operations of the Holy Ghoft, fuch 
as working of miracles, or fpeaking with divers kinds of 
tongues, they are long fince ceafed. But as for this miracle 
of miracles, turning the foul to God by the more ordinary opc^ 
raiions of the Holy Ghoft, this abides yet, and will abide tiU 
time iifqlf (hall be no more. For it is he that fandificth us, 
and all the eLeil people of God. Qn this account, true be- 
lievers are faid to be *' born from above, to be born not rf 
blood, nor of the will of the flefh, nor of the will of man, but 
pf Gqd." Their fecond, as well as their firft^creauon, is 
■truly and purely divine. It is, therefore, called *^ a crea- 
tion ;" but put ye on (fays the apoftle) the new man wbick 
is created" — And how ? Even as the firft man was, .** after 
fGoD in righteouOiefs and true holinefs." 

Thefe, thcfc are the precious truths, which a fcoffing 
.world would fain rally or ridicule us out of. To produce 
this glorious change, this new creation, the glorious Jes<9 
left his Father's bofom. -For this he led a perfecutcd lifc.i 
for this he died an ignominious and accurfed death ; for this 
fae rofe again \ and for this he now fitteth at the right hand 

' '■ ■ . • ■ ■ ' ^ 
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fefhis Fatlfer. All the precepts of hid gofpel, all his ordinanW, 
all his providences, whether of an afflidtive or profpcrous na- 
ture, all divine revelation from the beginning to ihe end, all 
center in thefc two points, to (hew us how we are fallen, and 
to begin, carry on, and compleit a glorious and blefled change 
in our fouls. This is an end worthy of the toniing of (b 
divine a perfonage. To deliver a multitude of fotib of eVery 
nation, language and tongue, from fo many moral evils, and 
toreinftate them in an incomparably more excellent condition 
*:than that from whehce they are fallen, is an end worthy the 
flicdding of fuch precious blood. What fyftem of religion h 
there now, or was there ever exhibited to the world, any way 
to be compared to this? Can the deiftical fcheme pretend in 
any degree to come up to it ? Is it not noble, rational, and 
truly divine ? And why then will not all that hitherto are 
ftrangers t^ this blefled reftoration of their fallen natures, 
(for my heart is too full to abftain any longer from an appli- 
cation) why will you any longer difpute or fland out agaiilft 
it? Why will you not rather bring your clay to this heavenly 
Potter, and fay from your inmoft fouls, ^* Turn us, O good 
Lord, and fo (hall we be turned ?" This, you may and cafi 
■do : and if you go thus far, who knows but that this very 
day, yea this very hour, the heavenly Potter may take you ift 
hand, and make you veflTels of honour fit for the Redeemer's 
nfc? Others that were once as far from the kingdom of God 
18 you are, have been partakers of this blefTednefs. What a 
wretched creature was Maty Magdalene ? And yet out of her 
Jlsus. Christ caft feven devils. Nay, he appeared to her 
firft, after he rofe from the dead, and (he became as it were 
in apoftle to the very apoftles. What a covetous creature 
^ZiZaccheusF He was a griping cheating publican j and 
yet, perhaps, in one quarter of an hour^s time, his heart is 
enlarged^ and he made quite willing to give half of his goods 
to feed the poor. And to mention no more, what a cruel perfon 
i^ras Paul. He was a perfecutor, a blafphemer, injurious ; one 
that breathed out threatnings againd the difciples of the Lord, 
ind made havdc of the church of Christ. And yet what a 
ironderful turn did he meet with, as he was journeying to 
Oamajius ? from a perfecutor, he became a preacher ; was 
fterwards made a fpirituaJ father to thoufands, and now pro- 
X O 3 bably 
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bably fits iieareft the Lord Jesus Christ in glory. Ani 
why all chit ? That he might be made an example to thtm 
that Qiould hereafter believe. O then believe, repent ^ I be:, 
feech you, believe the goTpel. Indeed, it is glad tidings, evea 
tidings of great joy. You will then no longer hare any thing 
CO fay agaanft the do£lrine of Original Sin ; or charge the 
Almighty fooliihly, for fuftering our firft parents to bp pre- 
vailed on to elt fuch four grapes, and permitting thereby their 
children's teeth to be fee on edge. You will then no longer 
cry out againft the dcflrine of the New Birib^ as enthufiafm, 
or brand the aflertors of fuch blefled truths with the' opprc- 
brious names of fools and madmen. Having felt, you will then 
believe ; having believed, you will therefore fpeak \ and inilcad 
of being veflels of wrath, and growing harder and harder in helt 
fire, like veilels in a potter's oven, you will be made veiRW 
X>f honour, and be prefcnted at the great day by JssUfi, to his 
heavenly Father, and be tranflated to live with him as monu- 
iflents of rich, free, diftinguii(hing and fovereign grace, for 
ever and ever. 

You, that have in fome degree experienced the quickening 
influence (for 1 muft not conclude without dropping a word or 
two to Goo's children) you Icnow how to pity, and there- 
fore, I befeech you alfo to pray for tbofe, ta whofe circum- 
ftances this difcourfe is peculiarly adapted. But will you be 
content in praying for them ? Will you not fee reafon to pray 
for yourfeives alfo ? Yes, doubtlefs, for yourfclvcs alfo. Far 
you, and you only know, how much there is yet lacking in 
your faith^ and how far you are from being partakers in thftc 
degree, which you defire to be, of the whole mind that was 
in Christ Jesus. You know what a body of fin and deaih 
you carry about with you, and that you muft neceflarily ex- 
pe6k many turns of God's providence and grace, before you 
will be wholly delivered from it. But thanks be to God, wc 
are in fafe hands. He that has been the author, will alfo be this 
finifher of our faith. Yet a little while, and we like him (hall 
fay *' It is finifhed j" wc Ihall bow down our heads and give 
up the ghoft. Till then, (for to thee, O Lord, will wc 
now dife<ft our prayer) help us, O Almighty Father, in pa- 
tience to pofTcfi our fouls. Behold, we arc the clay, and ihou 
art the Potter, Let nor the thing formed fay to him that 
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formed it^ whatever the difpenfaicions of tby future Will eofj- 
cerning us may be^ Why doft thou deal ivith Us tUusi 
Befaoldy we put ourfelves 9s blanks in thine hands, deal 
¥ritK us^as' feemeth good Ixi thy*fight^ only let evbry 
croTs, every 'affli£tion5 every temptation, be overruled to the 
fiamping thy blefled image in more lively chara£lers on our 
hiearts ; that fo paffing frikn glory to glory, 'by thje* powerful 
operations of thy blefled Spirit,* t^e may be made thereby more 
knd more meet for^ and at laft be tranflated to a full, perfect, 
ihidlefs, and uninterrupted enjoyment of glory hereafter, with 
diee O Father, thee O Son, and thee O blefled Spirit; t<a»^ 
whom, three perfom bttt one God, be afcribed, as is moft 
due, all honour, power, mighty majefty and dominion^ now 
wd to all eternity^ Amen md Amen. ' 
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Jeremiah »ciH.' 6. • - - • 

^he Lord our Rigbt^oufnefsm - , ^^ , , 

WHOEVER is acquainted with the nature of man- 
kind in general, or the propenfity of his own heart 
in particular, muft acknowledge, that felf-righteoufmjt is the 
laft idol that is rooted out of the heart : being once born un- 
der a covenant of works, it is natural for us all to have re- 
courfe to a covenant of works, for our everlading falvation. 
And we have contra£):ed fuch a devilifh pride, by our fall 
from God, that we would, if not wholly, yet in part at leaft, 
glory in being the caufe of our own falvation. We cry out 
againft popery, and that very juftly j but we arc all Papifts, 
at leaff, I am fure, we are all Arminians by nature; and 
therefore no wonder fo many natural men embrace that 
fchemc. It is true, we difclaim the doftrinc of merit, arc 
afhamed dire£lly to fay wc deferve any good at the hands sf 
God ; therefore, as the Apoftle excellently well obferves, 
♦' we go about," we fetch a circuit, *' to edabliih a rightc- 
oufnefs of our own, and," like the Pharifees of old, " will 
not wholly fubmit to that righteoufnefs which is of GoP 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." 

This is the foreft, though, alas ! the moft common evil 
that was ever yet fccn under the fun. An evil, that in any 
2ge, efpecially In thefe dregs of time wherein we live, cannot 
fufficiently be inveighed againft. For as.it is with the people, 
fo it is with the priefts ; and it is to be feared, even in thofe 
places, where once the truth as it is in Jesus was eminendy 
\ : xj XL Ji a .i 3 V V' protchcdi 
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preached, hiany miniftcrs are fo fadly degenerated from 
their pious anceftors, that the do£lrines of grace, efpecially 
the perfonal, all-Jufficient righteoufnefs ^ Jesus, is but too fel- 
dom^ too flightly. mentioned. Hence the love of many 
waxeth cold ; and I have often thought, was it poffible, that 
this iingle confideration would be fufHcient to raife our ve^ 
nerable forefathers again from their graves 3 v/fao would thun- 
der in their jears their fatal error. 

The righteoufnefs of Jesus Christ is one of thofe great 
myfteries, which the angels defire to look into, and feems to 
be one of the firft lefTons that God taught men after the falL 
For, what were the coats that God made to put on our firft 
parents, but types of the application of the merits or righte- 
oufnefs of Jesus Christ to believers hearts ? We are told^ 
that thofe coats were made of fkins of beaAs ; and, as heads 
were not then food for men, we may fairly infer, that thofe 
beafts were flain in facrifice, in commemoration of the great 
facriiice, Jesus Christ, thereafter to be offered. And the 
(kins of the beafts thus (Iain, being put on Adam and Eve^ 
they were hereby taught how their nakednefs was to be co- 
vered with the righteoufnefs of the Lamb of God. 

This is it which is meant, when we are told, *^ Abraham 
believed on the Lord, and it was accounted to him for 
righteoufnefs.'' In fliprt, this is it of which both the law 
and the prophets have fpoken, efpeciaily Jeremiah in the words 
of the text, " The Lord our righteoufnefs." 

I propofe, through divine grace, 

I. To confider who we are to underftand by the Wdrd 
Lord. 

IL How the Lord is man's righteoufnefs. 

IIL I will confider fome of the chief obje<5lionft that are 
generally urged againft this do<^rine. 

IV. I (hall (hew fome very ill confequences that flow na^ 
iurally from denying this idodlrine. 

V. Shall conclude with an exhortation to all to come to 
Christ by faith, that they may be enahlcci to fay with the 
Prophet in the text, *< The Lord our righteouftiefs." 

I A i. LI am 
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T. I am to confidcr who we are to underftand by ^ word 
Lord. The Lord our righteourneft. 

If any Arians or Socinians are drawn by curiofity to httt 
>ivhat the babler has to fay, let theimbe afhamed of denying 
the divinity of that Lord, who has bought. poor finfien 
vf'ith his precious blood. For the perfon mentioned in tU 
text, under the charadler of the Lord, \s Ju$tx^ CutUfi 
Ver. 5. ^^ Behold, the days come, faith the LoltD« that I 
will raife unto David a righteous branch, a king fliall veiga 
and profper, and (ball execute judgment and juftiee in tM 
farth. . In his days (ver. 6.) Jmbb (ball be faved^ and Ifrgd 
(hall dwell fafely ; and this is his name whereby he fltall ht 
called. The Lord our rightepufhels." By the rigbuem 
^anch^ all agree, that we are to underftand Jxsus GhrisT. 
He it is that is called the Lord in our text. If fo. If there 
were no other text in the Bil^le to prove the diiriAity of 
Christ, this is fufficient : for if the word Lmrd may pr<H 
perly belong to Jcsu^ Christ, he muft be God. And, as 
you have it in the margin of your Bibles, the word JLt^^fis 
in the original ,^#^wiii&, which is the efiential title of GO0 
bimfelf. Come then, ye Arians, kifs the Son of GO0, bovr 
down before him, and honour him, even as ye honour the 
Father. Learn of the angels^ thofe moroing-^ftars^and Hf^i- 
fliip hini as truly God : for btherwife you are Iki much idoia- 
tors, as thofe that worihip the Virgin Mary. And a3 for yoo 
Socinians, who A^ Christ was. a mere man; and yet pro- 
k(s that he was your Saviour^ according to your own prifl' 
ciples you are accurfed : for, if Christ, be a mere man, then 
he is only an arm of fleib : aiid it. is written, ^^ Curled is be 
that truftech on an arm of flefli." But I would hope, there 
are no fuch monfters her^; at leaft, that^ after thefe confv- 
derations, they would be aihamed of broaching fuch mon*' 
firous abfurditjes any more« F<Mr it is plain, that^ bjr the 
word Lord^ we are to uiiderftand the Lord. Jrsvs Christi 
who here takes to himfelf the title of Jthovab^ and therefore 
ftiuft be very God of very God ; orj as the Apoftle devoutly 
^xpreffes itj •* God blcflcd for evermore/' 

II. How the LoRI> if to be mim'i righieoufnefsi comet 

next to be coniidered« , . < 
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AnA that U," inont word, bjr imputaiion* For it pleafeft 
G0D9 after he had tmtt all things hj the word of his power, 
to'create man after his owti ittiag6. And (b infinite was the 
condefcenfion of the 'high arid lofty One, who inhabiteth 
feternity, that, although he might have infifted on the ever* 
kfting obedience of him ahd his pofterity ; yet he was pleafed 
to oblige hhnfelf, by a covenant or Agreement made with 
hrs own ct'eatures, upon coilditiOn of an unCnning obedietice, 
to give them immortality ^nd eternal life. For wh^n it fs 
faid, ^< The day thou eat^ft thereof, thoa (h^lt fufdy dii ;^ 
M^e may fairly infer, fo long as he continued obedient, ^nd 
did not cat thereof^ he Ihould furely live. The 3d of Genejit 
-gives lis a full, but mournftil account, how our firft parents 
broke this covenant, and thertby ftocd in deed of abetter 
righteoufnefs than their own^ in order to procure their futtrre 
acceptance with God. For what muft they do ? They wcrfe 
as much under a covenant of. works as ever. And though, 
after their difobedience, they were without ilrength j yet thcjr 
were obliged ntt only to do, but continue to do all things^ 
and that too in the moft peHcft manner, which the Lor!^ 
had required of them : and not only fo, but to make fatisfac- 
tion to God's infinitely offended juftice, for the breach they 
had already been- guilty <Jf.- Here then opens the aitiaiing 
fccne* of divine philanthropy \ I mean, God's love to miln: 
For behold, what man could npt do, j£sus Christ, the Ton ^ 
of his Father's love, undertakes to do for him. And that 
God might be juft in juftifying the ungodly, though ** hfe 
was in the form of God, and therefore thought it iio robbery 
to be equal with God ; yet he took upon him the form of a 
fervanc/' even human nature. In that nfature he obeyed, and 
thereby fulfilled the whole moral law in our ilead ^ and iUfo 
died a painful death upon the crofs, and thereby becamie a 
curfe for, or inftead of, thofc whom the Father had given to 
him. As God, he fatisfied, at the fame time that he obeyed 
and fuffercd as man ; and, being God and man in one per^* 
ian, he wrought out a full, perfect, and fufBcient rigbteouf^ 
nefs for all to whom it was to be imputed. 

Here then we fee the meaning qf the word righteoufnefs. 
It implies the a;^ve as well as paffive obedience of the Lord 
Jesus Chri^t^ We generally, wfae2i.taikmg of the merits 
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of Christ^ only mention the latter,-^hi9 death ; wbcf^^ 
the former, — his life and aSivc obedience^ is cqustlly neceflkry. 
Christ is not fuch a faviour as becomes us, unlefs we join 
both together. Christ not only died, but lived ; ndt only 
liiffered, but obeyed for^ or inftead of^ poor finners. Anl 
both thefe jointly make up that compleat righteoufnefs, whicK 
is to be imputed to us, as the difobedience of our £rft parents 
was made ours by imputation. In this fenfe, and no other, 
are we. to underftand that parallel which the apoftle Paul 
draws, in the vth of the Romans j between the firft and fecond 
j/dam. This is what he elfewherc terms, ** our being made 
the righteoufnefs of God in him." This is the fenfe wherein ' 
the Prophet would have us to underftand the words of the 
text; therefore, Jer. xxxiii. i6. " She (i. e. the church It- 
felf) (hall be called, (having t;his righteoufnefs imputed t6 
.her) The LoRd our righteoufnefs." A paflage^ I thinkj 
worthy of the profoundeft meditation of all the Tons and 
daughters of Abraham* 

Many are the ob}e£lions which the proud hearts of hWtH 
men are continually urging againft this wholefome^ this divine^ 
this foul-faving do£lrine. I come now, 

III. To anfwer fome few of thofe which I think the tiioC 
confiderable. 

And, Firji^ they fay, becaufe they would appear friends td 
morality, " That the doflrine of an imputed righteoufriefs \% 
*' deftruftive of good works, and leads to licentioufnefs.** 

And who, pray, are the perfons that generally orge th?s 
obje(9ion ? Are they men full of faith^ and men really con- 
cerned for good works ? No ; whatever few exceptions therC 
may be, if there be any at all, ft is notorious, they are gene- 
rally men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faittf. 
The heft title I can give them is, that of profane mdralijis\ 
or mbralifts falfcly fo called*. For I appeal to" the experfence 
of the prefem as well as paft ages, if miquity did and doci 
riot moft abound, where the doftrine of CHRiisT*? virholc 
perfonal righteoufnefs is moft cried down, and moft feldoii^ 
mentioned : Arminian being antichriftian principles, always 
did, and always will lejtd to antkhriftian praflices. And 
never was there a reformation brought aboitt in the church, 

but 



t 221 ] 

t by the preaching the dodrine of an imputed righteourne&, 
lis, as that man of God, Luther^ calls it, is ** Jrticuius 
ntis out cadentis Ecclefm^^ the article by which the Church 
.pds or falls. And though the preachers of this do<Slrine arb 
oerally branded by thofe on the other fide, with the oppro-' 
ious names of Antinbmians, deceivers, and what not ; yet, 
xlicve, if the truth of the dodripe on both iides was to be 
dged of by the lives of the preachers and profefibrs of it, on 
ir fide the queftion would have 4he advantage every way. 
It is true, this, as well as every other domino of grace, 
ay be.abufed. And perhaps the unchriftian walk of fome^ 
ho have talked of Ch&ist's imputed rigbteoufnefs, juftifica*. 
on by faith, and the like, and yet never felt it imputed ta 
leir own fouls, has given the enemies of the LoRJP thun 
mfe to blafpheme. But this is a very unfafe, as well as a' 
^ unfair way of arguing. The only queftion ihould be, 
/^hether or not this doSrine of an imputed righteoufnefs, 
)^ in itielf cut ofF the occafion of good works, or lead to li-' 
•Qtoufnefs ? To this we may boldly anfwer. In no wife*' 
excludes w.orks, indeed, from being any^aufe of our juftifi- 
ition in the fight of God \ but it requives good works as a 
oof of our having this righteoufnefs imputed to us, and as a 
tlarative evidence of our juftification in the ftght of men. 
ud then, how can the doctrine of an imputed righteoufnefs 
a doSrine leading to licentioufnefs ? 
It is all calumny. The apoftle .P^7<// introduceth an infidel 
iking this objediion, in his epiftle to the Romans \ and none 
t infidels, that never felt the power of Christ's refurrec- 
n upon their fouls, will urge it over again. And therefore, 
twithftanding this objedlion, with the Prophet in the texty 
? may boldly fay, ** The Lord is our righteoufnefs." 
But Satan (and no wonder that his fervants imitate him) 
:en transforms himfelf into an angel of light : and there- 
re, (fuch perverfe things will infidelity and Arminianifm 
iike men fpeak) in order to drefs their objedions.in the beft 
lours, feme urge, ** That our Saviour preached no fuch 
dofbrine ; that in his fermon on the mount, he mentions 
only morality :" and confequently the dodlrine of an im- 
ted righteoufnefs falls wholly to the ground. 

But 
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. But forely the men, who urge this •bjeAiohy cidicr ^cm 
rriidr or never .underftood^ our Lord'« Ucflcd diftotfirfr, 
wherein the do£krine of mn iaipui!sd'righteourAe& is fo fltudjf 
tivght, that he who nini» if he has eyei cbatfiei, may 
read. 

, Indeed our Ld&d docs recommend morality anJ gsol 
works, (as all faithful minifters will do) and clears the monr 
Isw from many corrupt gloiles put upon it by the iMer- 
leacned. Pharifees. But then, before he comes co chit, 'tis re- 
qmrkable, he talks of inward piety, iuch as poverty of fymtf 
ipeeknefs, holy mournings parity of- heart, efpecially faun* 
gring snd thiriling after righteoufnefs ; and thien recommsiMii 
good worlds, as an evidence of our having his rightcoufiielii 
imputed to us, and thefe greces and divine tempers' wrooght 
in our hearts^ ^^ Let your light (that is, the divine light 
I before have been mentioning) fbinc before men, in a holy 
t^fe ; that they, feeing your good works, may glorify your fa- 
ther which is in heaven." And then he immediately sMs^ 
V Think not that I am come to deftroy: the moral law: I 
came not to dcftroy,. (to take away the force of it as a rule of 
life) but to fulfil, (to obey it in its whole latitude, and give 
the comp)eat ft nfe pf it>") And then he goes on to fhew bow 
exceeding brosd the moral law is. So that our Lorjd, inioA 
cf fetting afide ^n imputed righteoufnefs :in his fermon upon 
the mount, not only confirms it, but alfo anfwers the fore- 
g;oing obje&ion urged againft it, by making good works a 
proof and evidence of its being imputed to our fouis^ He, 
therefore, that hath ears to hear, let him hear what the ?t(h 
phet fays in the words of the xext, ^' T^e Lord our righte- 
oufnefs." 

But as Sataif pot only quoted fcripturp, but hacked one 
temptation after another with it, when he attacked. Chju;T 
in the wildernefs ; fo his children g;eneraliy take the fame me* 
thod in treating his dodrine. And, therefore, they urge 
another objeAion againft the do6lrine of an imputed rigbtci 
pufnefs, from the example of the young man in the gofpel. 
. Wemay ftateitthus: '* The Evangelift Afor^, fay tbejr, 
V. chap..3(. mei^tions a young man that came to Christ, 
" running, and alking him what he.fhould do to inherit rtcr- 
** nal life f Chiust referred iiim to the commandmcntr, ta 
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^ know what h« mtift do u^ inborit eternal life. It' is plaW 
y tbe^fore, works were fo be, partly at leaft, the caufe of 
>^ hv juftification : and coiifequently tbe doArine of an im^ 
.^f puccd rigbtfoufhefa if unfcripcura].*' Thii is tbeobj^dioa 
in its full ftrength : and iitde Arength in all its fuliKfs. For* 
.was I to prove the neceBicy of an imputed righteoqfncfst I 
fcarce kflow bow I could bring a better infiance co make it 
4S00d. 

Let us take a nearer view of this young man, and of our 
LoUD*s behaviour towards bim, Mari x« 17. the Evangclifl: 
tells us, '^ That when Christ was gone forth into the way^ 
ihere came oae running (it Chould feem it was fome noble- 
jnan ; a rarity indeed to fee fuch a one running to Christ !) 
^d not only fo, but be kneeled to him, (perhaps many 
of his rank now, fcarce knew the time when they kneeled to ' 
/Christ) and aiked him, faying. Good Mafter, what ihalM-dcr 
Ihat i may inherit eternal life ?'' Then j£Sus,,to fee whether 
or not he believed hioi to be what be really was, truly and 
properly GOd, faid unto him, *^ Why calJeft thou me good i 
Thertf i« none^ood but one, that is GoD/' And, that he 
might dire^ly ^fwer his queftion, fays he, <^ Thou knoweft 
•the commandii^ents : do not commit adultery, do not bear 
fslfe witnefe, defraud not, honour thy father and thy mother.*' 
-This was a dire£t anfwer to his queftion ; namely. That 
internal life was not to be attained by his doings. For our 
Lord, by referring him to the commandmentii, did not (as 
ihe objo£lors infinuate) in the leaft hint, that his morality 
would recommend him to the favour and mercy of Goo : but 
he intended thereby, to make the law bis fchoolmafter to 
bring him to himfclf^ that the young man, feeing how he 
had broken every one of thefe commandments, might thereby 
be convinced of the infufficiency of his own, and confcquently 
of the abfolute neceility of looking out for a better rfghteouf- 
xicfs, whereon he might depend for eternal life! 

This was what our Lord defigned. The young man being 
felf- righteous, and willing to juftify himfelf, faid, ^' All thefe 
iiave I obferved from my youth :** but had he known himfelf, 
he would have confefled, all thefe have I broken from my 
jTouth. For, fuppofmg he had not adually committed aduU 
|:.ery, had be never lufted after a woman in bis heart? What, 
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If he had not really killed another, bad he never lyeen angry 
without a caufe, or fpoken unadvifedly with his lips I If fo, 
by breaking one of the leaft commandments in the leaft de- 
gree, he became liable to the ciirfe of God : for •* corfed is 
he (faith the law) that continueth not to do all things that 
are written in this book." And therefore, as obferved before, 
our Lord was fo far from fpeaking againft, that he treated 
the young man in that manner, on purpofe to convince him 
of the neceffity of an imputed righteoufnefs. 

But perhaps they will reply, it is faid, " Jesus beholding 
him, loved him." And what then ? This he might do with 
A human love, and atvthe fame time this young man hav^. 
no intereft in his blood. Thus Christ is faid to wonder, 
to weep over Jerufalem^ and fay, *' O that thou- hadft known, 
&c.",But fuch-like paffages arc to be referred only to his hu- 
YnJin nature. And there is a great deal of difference between 
the love wherewith Christ loved this young man, and that 
wherewith he loved Mary^ Ld%arusy and their fitter Martha. 
To illuftrate this by a comparifon: A minifter 6f the Lord 
Jesus Christ feeing many amiable difpofitions, fuch as % 
readinefs to hear the word, a decent behaviour at public wor- 
ihip, and a life outwardly fpotlefs in many, cannot but fo far 
love them ; but then there is much difference betwixt the 
love which a minifter feels for fuch, and that diyine love, that 
union and fympathy of foul, which he feels for thofe that he 
is fatisfied are really born again of God. Apply this to our 
Lord's cafe, as a faint illuitration of it. Confider what has 
been faid upon the young man's cafe in general, and then, if 
before you were fond of this objeftion, inftead of triumphing, 
like him you will go forrowful away. Our Saviour's reply 
to him more and more convinces us of the truth of the proi- 
phet's aflcrtion in the text, that '* the Lord is our rights 
oufnefs." 

But there is a fourth, and a grand objeftion yet behind, 
which is taken from the 25th chapter of Matthew^ *' where 
** our Lord is defcribed as rewarding people with eternal 
" life, becaufe they fed they hungry, cloathed the naked, and 
*« fuch-Iike. Their works therefore were a caufc of their 
** juftification, confequently the docSrine of imputed rightCr 
** oufnefs is not agreeable to fcripture." 

This, 
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fiiisi i confefs, is the moft plaufible objeJtloh that is 
Vought againft the doSrine infifted on from the text j and 
that we ihay anfwer it in as clear and brief a manner as may 
be, we confefs, with the Article of the Church of Englanii 
^Thai albeit good works do not juffify us^ yet, they will 
** follow after juftification, as fruits of it j arid though they 
^* can claim no reward in theinfelves^ yet forafmuch as they 
•* fpring from faith in Christ, and a renewed foul, they fliali 
^* receive a rews^rd of grace, though not of debt; aild confe- 
^' queatly the more we abound in fuch good words, the greater 
" will be our reward when Jesus ChIiISt (hall Gonie to 
" judgment." 

Take thcfe confiderations along ^ith us, and they will hel^^ 

lis much to ^nfwer theobjefiion now before us. For thus faith 

MatiheWy ^^ Then ihall theKing fay to them on bis right hand^ 

tome, ye blefTed children of my Father^ inherit the kingdoin 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world, For I wajl 

an hungredi ^^^ 7^ g^ve me meat i I ^t^as thirj[|y^ and ye gav^ 

inedriiik ) I was a ftranger, and ye took me in ; naked^ atid ye 

cloathed me $ I was Gck, and ye yifited me ; I was in prifon, at)4 

)^e came iinto ihe. I will therefore reward you^i becaufe yoq 

JJave done thefe things out of love to me, and hereby have 

Evidenced yoyfrfelves to be my true difciples.^^ And that the 

people did not depend oh thefe good zStiont for thoir juftifica-^ 

^«on in the fight of Gqd< is evideiit. " Ftfr *rhcii few we tbee 

^ ah huhgred, fay they, and fed thee 2 or thrrfty^ and:gava 

* thee dri^k ? When faw we thee a ftranger,- and took thee in, 

^ or haked^ and cloathcd thee ? Or when faW ire thee fick^ 

or in prifon^ and came unto thee f " Language^ and quefr . 
Ons, quite improper for pcrfons relying on their owri righte- 
Ufhefs, for acceptance and acquittance in the fight of Goo* 

But then they reply againft this : "In the latter part of the 
' chapter^ it is plain that Jesus Christ rejefls ahd damns 
' the others for not doing thefe things. Ahd therefore^ if 
' he damns thefe for not doings he faVes thofe for doing ^ 
^ and confequently the do6biae of ah imputed righteoufnef$ 
is good for nothing." 

But that is no confequcnce at all; for God may juftly 

amn any man for omitting the leaft duty of the moral law^ 

id yet in himfelf is not obliged to give to any one any re-' 

Vol. V. ? ward^ 
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«<rard, ruppofing he has done all that he can. We are unpro* , 
fitable fcrvants ; we have not Jone near fo much sis it was our 
duty to do, muft be the language of the moff hcty fouTs liv- 
ing ; and therefore, from or in ourfelves, cannot he juftificd 
in the fight of God. This was the frame of the devout fouls 
juft now referred to. Scnflble of this, they were fo far froqi 
depending on their works for juftification in the fight of Goo» 
that they were filled, as it were, with a holy bluffiing, to 
thiuk our LoRl) fhould condefcend to mention, much more 
to reward them for, their poor works of f^h and labours of 
love. I am perfuaJed their hearts would rife with a holy io« 
dignation againft thofe who urge thrT'paflage, as an obje£tioa 
to the aiTertioi) of the prophet, that ^* the Lord is our rigbte* 
oufnefs." 

Thus, I think, we have fairly anfwered thefe grand ofc- 
jccllons, which are generally urged againft the do£trineofan 
imputed righteoufnefs. Was I to ftop here, I think I may fay, 
** We are made more than conquerors through him that loved 
us.'' But there is a way of arguing which I have always ad« 
miied, becaufe I have thought it always very convincing, by 
(hewing the abfurdities that will follow from denying any par- i 
ticular propofition in difpute. 

IV. This is the next thing that was propofcd. And never 
did greater or more abfurdities flow from the denying any 
do£lrine, than will flow from denying the dodrineof Christ*i 
imputed righteoufncfs. 

And y?y/, if we deny this do<£irine, we turn the truth, I 
mean the word of God, as much as we can, into a lie, and 
utterly fubvcrt all thofe places of fcripture which fay that we 
are faved by grace ; that it is not of works, left any mm 
(houldboaft; that falvation is God's free gift; and that he 
who glorieth, muft glory only in the Lord. For, if the 
whole perfonal righteoufnefs of Jesus Christ be not the 
folc caufe of my Acceptance with God, if any work done by 
or forefeen in me, was in the leaft to be joined with it, or 
looked upon by GoD as an inducing, impulfive caufe of ac- 
quitting my foul from guilt, then 1 have fomewhat whereof I 
may glory in myfelf. Now boafting is excluded m the great 
work of our redemption \ but that Unnot be, if we are ene- 
3 roles 
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|ks to the io&tiat of an imputed righteoufner^. it wOuIcl ' 
cendlefs to enumerate how many texts of fcripture muft bi 
lik^ 'if this dodiine be not true. Let it fuffice to affirm in 
be general, that if we deny an imputed righteoufitief^i, we 
^ as well deny a divine revelation all at once : for it i» the 
^a and omega, the beginning and the end of the book of 
lOD; We muft either difbelieve tbat^ or believe tvhat the 
»copbet hath fpoken id the text^ '< that the Lord is 6ur 
(ghteoufnefs." 

But farther: I obferved at the beginning of this dif^ 
OUrfej that we are all JrYninians and Papifts by nature : for as 
nefays, ^^ Armimanifm is the back way to popery *^ And here 
iventure further to affirm^ that if we deny the do<9rine of an 
uputed righteoufnefs^ whatever we may ilile our Pelves, we 
re really Papijis in our hearts^ and deferve no other title front 
ten. 

Sirs, what think you ? Suppofe I was to come and tell yoii^ 
lit you muft intercede with faints, for them to intercede 
^ith Goi> for you \ would you not then fay, I was juftiy re- 
uted a popijh mifftonary by fome^ and defertedly thruft out of 
le iyhagogues by others ? I fuppofe you would. And why i 
lecaufe, you would fay, the interceiEon of Jesus Christ 
^as fufficient of itfelf, without the interceffion of faints ; and 
bat it was blafphemOus to join theirs with bis j as though it 
/as not fufficient. 

Suppofe I went a little more roiihd a^out, and told yoti 
hat the death of Christ was not fufEcient, without our 
leath being added to it i that yoii fhuft die as well as Christ^ 
oigt your death with his, and then it would be fufficient* 
i^g^t you iK)t then, with a \io\y indignation, throw duft in 
he airi and juftjy call me a ** fetter forth or ftrange dot- 
^rincs ?'* And now then, if it be/ not only abfurd^ but blaf* 
iEenioujs, to join the interCcffibn of faints with the intercef-k 
!on of.CHRiST, as though his interceffion was not fufficient ^ 
><' our death t^ith the death of Christ^ as though bis deaith 
<^a^ liot fufficient: judge ye, if W be. not equally abfurd^ 
^lually blafphemousj to join our obedience, either iitrholly or 
^ part, with the obedience of Christ, as if that was tiot 
ifficient; And if fo^ what abfurdities will follow the deny-*- 
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ing that the Lord, both as to his active and paffive obedi« 
ence, is our righteoufnefs i 

One more abfurdity I (ball mention, as following the deny- 
ing this doctrine, and I have done. 

I remember a ftory of a certain prelate, who, after many 
arguments in vain urged to convince the Earl of Rtfcbefitr of 
the invifible realities of another world, toolc bis leafe of hii 
lordibip with fome fuch words as thefc : ^< Weil, tnj lordi 
*^ if there be no hell, I am fafc ; but if there fiiould be firch 
*' a thing as hell, what will become of you V* I apply thif ^ 
tothofe that oppofe the doArine now infifted on. If there 
be no fuch thing as the doflrine of an imputed rightooaffiefti 
thofe who hold it, and bring forth fruit unto holinefi, are 
iafe 5. but if there be fuch a thing (as there certainly is) what 
will become of you that deny it ? It is no difficult matter to 
determine. Your portion muft be in the lake of fireaod 
brimftone for ever and ever. Since you will rely upon youf 
worics) by your works you fliall be judged* Tbcy fhall b« 
weighed in the balance of the fanAuary ; and they will be 
found wanting. By your works therefore fhall you be con- 
demned ) and you, being out of Christ, (hall find Go0, td 
your poor wretched fouls, a confuming fire. 

The great Sinddard of Northampton in Ncw-Enghni^ bai 
therefore well intitled a book which he wrote (and which I 
would take this opportunity to recommend) *' The Safety of 
appearing iit the Righteoufnefs of Christ." For iHij 
fhould I lean upon a broken reed, when I can have the roCk 
of ages to ftand upon, that n^er can be moved i 
' And now, before I come to a more particular appticatfoni 
give me leave, in the apofUe's language, triumphantly to ay 
out> «* Where is the fcribe, where the difputer !•" Wficrc is 
the reafoning infidel of this generation ? Can any thing ap^ 
pear more reafonable, even according to youir own way of 
arguing, than the dodrine here laid down ? Have you not 
fclt a convincing power go along with the word ? Why then 
will you not believe on the Lord Jbsus Christ, that (b he 
may become the Lord y^iir righteoufnefs ? 

But it is time for me to come a little dofer to your cqtl* 
fciencett 
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Bretbfen, though Ibme maybe ofiehded at thisdo^ine, 
fend may accottnt it foolifhneTs ; yet, to many of you> I doubt 
not but it if precious, it being agreeable to the form of fc^nd 
words, which from your infancy has been delivered to you ; 
and, coming from a quarter, you would leaft have expected, 
may be received with mo^ pleafure and fatisfa^^ion. But give 
me leave to'aik you one queflion; Can you fay, the Lord our 
righteoufnefs? I fay, the Lord wr righteoufnefs. For enter- 
taining this do^rine in your heads, without receiving the 
Lord Jesus Christ favingly by a lively faith into your 
hearts, will but increafe your damAation. As I have often 
tol4 you, fo I tell you again, an unapplied Christ is no 
Christ at all. Can you then, with believing Tbomar, cry 
out, ** My Lord and my God ?** Is Christ your fahftifir 
cation, as well as your outward righteoufnefs ? For the word 
righteoufnefs,' in the text, not only implies Christ's perfonal 
righteoufnefs imputed to us, but alfo holinefs wrought in us. 
Thcfc two. Gob has joined together. He never did, he never 
does, he never will put them afunder. If you are juftified by 
the blood, you are alfo fanctified by the Spirit of our Lord. 
C^n you thert in this fenfc fay. The Lord our righteoufneCc ? 
Were you ever made to abhor yourfelves for your actual and 
originad fins, and to lothe your own righteoufnefs ; for, as the 
prophet beautifully exprefles it, *^ your righteoufhefs is as fil- 
tby^ rags? Were you ever made to fee and admire the all-fuffi- 
ctency of Christ's righteoufnefs, and excited by the Spirit of 
God to hunger and thirft after it ? Could you eveV fay, my 
(bul is ^thirft hr Christ, yea, even for the righteoufnefs of 
Christ ? O when (hall I come to appear before the prefenqe 
of my God in the righteoufnefs of Christ ! nothing but 
Christ! nothing but Christ! Give me ChAist, Q God, 
^nd I am fatisfied I my foul ihall praife thee for ever. 

Was this ever the language of your hearts? and, after thefe 
inward confli^, were you ever enabled to reach out the arm 
of faith, and embrace the bleffed Jesus in your fouls, fo that 
you could, fay, ** my beloved is mine, and I am his ?'^ If fo, 
fear not, whoever you are. Hail, all hail, you happy fouls! 
The Lord, the Lord Christ, the everlafting God, is your 
ighteoufnefs. Christ has juftifit;^ you, who is he that con,- 
Icomcth you ? Christ has died for you, nay rather is rifei^ 
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again, and ever ilveth to i^ake interce£$on (t^ ]Foq.' Being 
now juftified hy his grace, you have peace with GoA, and 
(IvU, ere long, be with Jesus in glory, reaping everlaftiflg 
and upfpeakable fruits both in body and fou). For there is ' 
no condemnation to thofc that arc really in Christ Jwuf. 
U Whether Paul or jfpollos^ or life or death,. all is youn if 
you are Christ's, for Christ is God's. My brethren, my 
heart is enlarged towards you! O think of the love of Christ 
jn, dying for you ! If ^he Lord be your righteoiifnefs^ let' the 
righteovifnefs of yQur Lord be continually in your mauth. 
Talk of, P talk of, and recopimend the righteoufnefs k£ 
Christ, when you lye down, and when you rife up, at your 
going out and coming in 1 Thipk of the greatnefs of the gift) 
as well as of the giver ! Shew to all the world, in whom you 
have believed! Let all by your fruits know, th^t th; Leap 
js your r'rghteoufnefs, and that you are waiting for your LoRP 
from he«vcn I O ftudy to be holy, even as he who has called 
you, and waflied you in his own blood, is holy ! Let not the 
righteoufnefs of the Lord be evil fpoken of through yoii. htt 
pot jEsys be wounded in the houfe of his friends ; but grovr 
Ln grace, and in the knowledge qf our Lord and; Sayioitr 
Jesus Christ, day by day. O think of his dying^lovc! 
Let that love conftrain you tq obedience ! having mii^h for^- 
given, love m^ch- Pe always aflcing. What {hall I do^ toe3|- 
prefs my gratitqde to thp Lord, for giving rac hit rightpont 
nefs? Let th^cfelf-abafing, Gop-exaltingqueilioQ i>e always 
jn your niouths ; *' Why me. Lord ? why noc ?" why an\ I 
taken, and others left? why is the Lord rpy righteoufnelk? 
why is he become my falvation, \vho h^ve (q ofi^cn defcrvcA 
damnation at his hands ? 

My friends, I truft I feel fomewhat of a fenfe of God*« 
dlftinguilhing love upon my heart 5 therefore I muft divert 1 
little from congratulating you, to invite poor chriftlcfs finpers 
to come to him, and accept of his righteoufnefs, that they 
mgy have life. 

Alas, my heart almoft bleeds ! What a multitude of pre- 
cious fouls are now before me ! how fhortly ipuft all b^ 
ufhered into eternity ! and yet, O cutting thought 1 was GoD 
now to require all your fouls, how few, conf>parative)v fpeakr 
ingj could really fay, the Lohd our righteoufnefs ! 



' And jthink you, Ofmners^ that you will be ible to ftan J in 
iheday of judgment, if Christ be not your righteoufnefc !; 
No, that alone is the wedding-garment in which you muft 
appear. O chriftlefs finners, I am diftreffed for you! the de- 
fircs of my fo\iI are enlarged. O that this may^be an accepted 
time! that the Lord may be your righteoufnefs ! For whither 
would you flee, if death (hould find you naked ? Indeed there 
is no hiding yourfelves from his prefence. The pitiful fig- 
lives of your own righteoufnefs will not cover your naked- 
flcfs, when God fliall call you to ftand before him. 4^am 
found t^m inefFeftual, and fo will you. O think of death ! 
think of judgment ! Yet a little while, aixd time fliall be 
Ho more J and then what will become of you,*if the Lord be 
not your righteoufnefs? Think you that CHRi«t will fpare 
you ? No9 he tjiat formed you, will have no mercy on you. 
IF you are not of Christ, if Chrjst be not your righjteouf^- 
ncfs, Christ himfelf fliall pronounce you damned. And caa 
you bear to think of being damned by Christ ? Can yoi| 
bear to hear the Lord Jesus fay to you, *' Depart from me, 
jccurfed, into everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
abgels." Can you live, think you, in everlafting burningsjp 
Is your flefti brafs, and your bones iron ? what if they iire ? 
hell-fire, that fire prepared for the devil and bis angels, will 
heat them through and through. And can you bear to depart 
from Christ? O that heart-piercing thought! Aflc thofe holy 
fouls, who are at any time bewailing an abfent God, who 
walk in darknefs, and fee no light, though but a few days or 
hours ; a(k them, what it is to lofe a fight and prefence of 
Christ? See how they feek him forrowing, and go mourning 
after him all the day long ! And, if it is fo dreadful to lofe the 
fenfible prefence of Christ only for a day, what muft it be 
to be baniflied from him to all eternity ? 

But thus it muft be, if Christ be not your righteoufnefs; 
For Gop*s juftice muft be fatisfied ; and, unlefs Christ's 
righteoufnefs is imputed ^nd applied to you here, you muft 
hereafter be fatisfying the divine juftice in hell -torments eter- 
nally; nay, Chrjst hiipfelf fliall condemn you to th^t place 
of torment. And how cutting i? that thought ! Methinks { 
fee poor, trembling, chriftlefs wretches, landing before thp 
bv of God, crying out, Lord, if we muft be damned, let 
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fptnfi angel, or fome archangel, pronounce tbe damnatosy &119 

l^nce : but all in yain* Christ bimfetf {hall pronounce tiy; 

irrevocable fentence. Knpwing therefpre the terrors of thi 

LoRP, let ipe perfuade you to clofe with Chrut, and neicf 

left till you can fay, ^* the Lprd our rightepiirncfs." . Wlw 

knows bpt the Lord may have mercy on^ n9j% abuodantiy 

pardon you i Beg of God to give you faith ; and, if fbe hoj:^ 

gives you that, you will by it receive Christ, with his righ- 

teoufnefs, and his AH. You need not fear (he greatnefs oi 

nqmber of your fins. For are you fmners ? ib am L Arf 

you the chief of fmners? fo am L Are yo^ backfliding foh 

ners? fo am I. And ye( the Lord (for ever adored hp)m 

fich, free ^ndfovereign grace] the LoRp is my righteouf^efs, 

Come then, young men^ vyho (as I ailed opce uiyfeif.) jvft, 

playing the prodigal, ^nd wandering away ^far off frQni,yqtfr 

^eavenly Father's houfe, come home^ comebomCy and kve 

your fwjnes trqugh. jpeed no longer on the buiks of feniual 

(delights; for Chr^sS-'s fake arife^ ajid come hoixie ! your 

^eavenly Father now calls you. See yonder the b^ft robe, 

IJven the righteoufnefs of his dear Son, awaits you. Sec it, 

yiiw it again and again. Confider ^t how dear a /ato it was 

purchafed, even by the blood of Gop. Confider what great 

peed you havfc of it. You are loft, undone, damned for ever, 

jvithout it. Come then, poor, guilty prodigals, cpnr^e home: 

indeed, 1 will not, like the elder hro;her in the gotfjpcl,. be 

angry ; no, I will rejoice with the angels in heaven. And 

P that Gon would now bow the heavens, and coigie down! 

.pefcend, O Son of God, defcend ; and, as thou haft 0i€wii 

in me fuch rpercy, O let thy blefled Spirit apply thy rigbr 

teoufners to fome young prodigals now before thee, and clothe 

thejr n^ked fouls with thy heft robe ! 

But I muft fpeak a word to you, ysutig maidenx^ as well as 
young men. I fee many of you adorned, as to your, bodies : 
^ut are not your fouls naked I Which of you cgn fay,, the 
Lord is my righteoufnefs ? which of you was eyer folicitouii 
to be drefl'ed in thi$ robe of invaluable price, and without 
which you are no better than whited fepulchr^s in the fight of 
Dqd ? Let not theri fo .many of you, young maidens, any 
longer forget your chief and onjy ornament, O feek for tb(5 
LoRxt to be your righteoufnefs, or otbe^wife burning wiJl fooa 
, j^e upon you, inftead of beauty ! 

And 
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And what ihali I (ay to you of ^ OBuddlc 'iigc« you i\M/ii 
merchants^ you cumbered Martha^ s^ who, witK all yoitf ge^ingSf 
bave.oot ye: gotteathc LoRP to be y^ur r'»gUtCQtUiic&? AfesT 
^ba&^cofit will there be of all your labQUf uodker tbe.{ui^ i( 
you do rot fec;ur« this piwl Qi^ iaV^luabk fu;igp? thU onf 
thing, fo absolutely needful, that it onI]f c^n ftaA4 y^N^ u\ 
(lead, wboi> all other iJuoga (ball bi^ ^i^ii frw% y<^u. X^h^^ 
Ihcrct&re nc^ Imager ifx auioufly f oyr the <iv:at which fvcriihi^^ 
hut henceCotward feek for thi Lotip to b<9 your. eigbUK>i|(h«j(ii^» 
% right^ouitiers that «ii)l -eojtitie you la Ufe eves l;^ftir>g. J f^t 
lUfo ipan)^ ^4ry ^i«4ir bete, and p!e(ba|>9 th« tQ«ft of thei» c%ik 
pot (ay, the to&p ia my ngh(eQu(h«(a< O gr^y«tP#aded (ja^ 
pisrs, I could weepi over you I yo^iF gray hiilti wbkh OMfht 
to be your crown, and 19 which perhaps yon gt^ry, ar# p^w 
your ih^^e. You know not. that the I^ord 19 yovr rightfi^ 
ouTocfs: -O kafte tbeo« haft^ ye, ajged fiox^rs^ and ftak ap 
ioteveft in redeeipaing love ! Alas, yqabayieoa^ foo( already 
IP the grave^ your ghifs is juft tun out; yc^ur gip is juft going 
down, and it will fet and leave you in an ct^nftl daiH(;nefi, 
nnlefs the Lord be your righteoufnefs I Flee iheA» Q flee (hr 
your lives ! be not afraid. All things are poffible with GoD. 
If you come, though it be at the eleventh hour, Christ 
Jesu^ will in no wife caft you out. Seek then for the Lord 
to be your righteoufnefs, and befeech him to let you know, 
how it is that a man may be born again when he is old ! 
But I muft not forget the lambs of the flock. To feed them 
was one of my Lord's laft commands. I know he will be 
^ngry with me, if I do not tell them, that the Lord may be 
their righteoufnefs; and that of fuch is the kingdom of heaven. 
Come then, ye little children, come to Christ ; the Lord 
Christ (hall be jf^^^r righteoufnefs. Do not think, that you 
arc too young to be converted. Perhaps many of you ipay 
be nine or ten years old, and yet cannot fay, the Lord is our 
righteoufnefs ; which many have faid, though younger than 
you. Come then, while you are young. Perhaps you may 
not live to be old. Do not ftay for other people. If your 
fathers and mothers will not come to Christ, do you come 
without them. Let children lead them, and (hew them how 
the Lord may be their righteoufnefs. Our Lord Jesus loved 
little children^ You fure bis lambs ] he bids me feed you. I 
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pray God make you willing betimes to take the Loed for 
your rightcoufnefs. 

Here then I could conclude ; but I muft not forget the^wr 
negroes I no, I muft not. Jesus Christ has died for them, 
as well as for others. Nor do I mention you laft, becaufe I 
defpifc your fouls, but becaufe I would have what I (hall fay, 
snake the deeper impreffion upon your hearts. O that you 
would feek the Lord to be your righteoufnefs ! Who knows 
but he may be found of you ? For in Jesus Christ there 
is neither male nor female, bond nor free ; even you may be 
the children of God, if you believe in Jesus. Did you never 
read of the eunuch belonging to the queen of Candacef a 
negro like yourfelves. He believed. The Lqrd was his righ- 
teoufnefs. He was baptized. Do you alfo believe, and you 
fiiall be faved. Christ Jesus is the fame now as he was 
yefterday, and will wafli you in his own blood. Go home 
then, turn the words of the text into a prayer, and intitat 
the Lord to be your righteoufnefs. Even fo, come Lord 
Jesus, come quickly, into all our fouls ! Jmenj Lord Je8U9| 
49iiH and Amn! 
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S E R M O N XV. 

The Rigbtcoufncfs of Christ^ an cvcrlafting 
Rightebufnefs. 



D A N I E L ix, 24. ^ 

^nd to hring in everlajiing I^igbteoufnefs, ; 

ON reading thefe words, I cannot help addreffing you in 
the language of the angeis to the poor (bepherds, who 
kept Mratch over their flocks by night, ^^ Behold, I bring you 
glad tidings of great joy," fuch tidings, that if we have eaiti 
.to hear, if we have eyes to fee, and if our hearts have indeed 
experienced the grace of God, muft caufc us to cry out with 
the Virgin Mary^ ^* My foul doth magnify the Lord, and 
my fpirit doth rejoice in God my Saviour." The words 
which I have read to you, are part of one of the moft explicit 
revelations that was given of Jesus Christ, before he made 
J)js public entrance in(Q this our world. It has been obferved 
by ,fome, and very properly too, that it is one mark of the 
divine goodnefs to his creatures, that he is pleafed to let light 
fcome in gra^lually upon the natural world. If the fun from 
midnight darknefs, was immediately to (bine forth in his full 
meri^i^^ blaze, his great fplendor would be apt to dazzle 
pur eyes, ^nd iirike us blind ag^in : but God is pleafed to 
make light cotpe graduaHy in, and by that means we are pre^ 
l^ared to receive it. ^nd as Goi3i is pleafed to deal with the 
natural, fo he has dealt with the moral, with the fpiritual 
\voild. The Lord Jesus Christ did not appear in his full 
glory all at once, but as the fun rifes gradually, fo did the 
Lord Jesus, the Sun of righteoufnefs, rife gradually upofi 
men, with healing under his wings. Hence it was, that our 
^rS Dare(ib$ bad nq^hing %Q, i^ tt^eir faitt^ upon9 bu; that firft 

prooiife^ 
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promifc, " The feed of the woman fliall bruife the ferpcnt's 
head.*' And in future ages, at^fundry times, and after divers 
manners, God was pleafed to fpealc to our fathers by the 
prophets, before he fpake to us id thefe laft days by hisfon^ 
and the prophets that were more peculiarly dear to God, it 
fliould feem had more peculiar and extraordinary revelations 
yoMchiafed to them, concerning Jesus Chaist; 

It is plain from the accounts wc have in Scripture, that the 
Prophet Daniel was one of thefe ; he is fiiled by the angel» 
not only a ^\ man that was beloved," but a '^ man timt was 
greatly beloved," or as it is in the margin of your bibles, '' he 
was a man of defires," of large and eartjenfivc defires to pro- 
mote the glory of .God \ he was a defirablp m^,, a man that 
did much good in his generation, and therefore his life was 
much to be defired by thofe who loved God. The words 
v^hich I have cho&n for the fubjed of our prefeht meditanoB) 
contain part of a revelation made to this man. If you lode 
bach; to the beginning of this chapter, you will find how t|i& 
good nwin was employed, when God wai pleafed to give him 
this rfsvelation ; verfe 2. <^ In the £rft year of Darim*B rcigii> 
•I DmUl undeiftood by books the number of the years, where- 
iof the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the prophet, that 
;be would accbmplifli fcvcnty years in the defolattons of Jerih 
J^lem" Daniel was a great man> and withal a good man; 
great as he was, it feems he was not above reading his Bible; 
he made the Bible his conftant ftudy j for it is the Bible we 
are to undcrftand by what is here termed books, and elfe- 
whece, the fcriptures of truth. He found, that the time for 
God's people being delivered from the captivity, was now at 
hand. Well, one would have thought, that therefore Darnil 
^cedcd not to pray; but this, inftead of retarding, quickened 
him in bis prayers: and therefore wc arc told iii the thiri 
«crfe, *' I fQt my face unto the Lord God, to feek by prayer* 
*and fupplications, with fading and fackcloth, and a(bes." It 
iis beautifully expreffed : " he fet his face," as though he was 
refolved never to let his eye go off God, till God was pleafed 
to give him an anfwer; he was refolved, y^r^^-likc, to wrcftk 
with the Lord God, until God ftiould be pleafed to give 
him the defired bleffing. We arc told in the fourth verfe, 
that " he praye4 uiito the Lord, ^nd made confeffion> ' not 
• ' oclj 
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only of his own fins, but the fins of his pet)j)1e. And tvhcn 

ye retire home to your houfcs, before ye g6 to bed, I Would 

«commen(i to you the j-eading of this prayer ; evtry Word of 

St befpeaks his exceeding concern for the publrc got>d. It 

would take me up too much time, Was 1 to mAb fuch ob^ 

fervations as indeed the prayer deferves ; to bring you foonef 

to the words of the text, let iis go forwafcf to the twehtleth 

veirfe, and there you will find the fucctfs that Donul rtiet 

with, wlien praying. Says he, " while I wiw' praying and- 

confef&ng «iy fin, and tfte fm of my people Tf?a/li tnd prt* 

renting my fupplication before the LoRd my Got), for thi 

holy mountain of my Gct>; yeft, while I WAs fpeakihg In 

prayer, even the man GMhrUlj whom I had feeh in the vHioft 

at the beginning, being ciaufed to fly ffriftly, touched me about 

the time of the evening oblAtion/' The malin<tt in which' 

Daniel expreflcs himfelf, is very cmphitteal : " Whllfe I w^'s 

Jpeaking in prayer ^^' implying, that God (lifffers us, wheii Wtf 

draw near to him by faith in prayer, to lay all our coftiplafnti 

before him ; he fufFers us to fpeak unto, and talk with Win, 

SIS a man talketh with his friend. Ddfiiel at this tithe tbo W2t$ 

ttiTiklng cenfejfion one part of his prayfer; for we are rievcf^ 

never irt a betfcr frame to recdive AnfiVers from ahove^ tha'rtL 

when we are humbling ©urfelves before Ihe LoRi). tfe wa* 

mot only tonfeffing his owti fins, but he was confeiGng thd 

fins of his people ; he Was praying for thofe, who perhaps 

feldom prayed for themfelves ; ** while I Was fpeakihg ift 

prayer, the man Gabriel:^* Which word^ by interpretation, fig- 

nifies the Jlrtngth of (lot>\ a very proper ifamc, ftys Bilhop ' 

Holly for that angel Who was to come aftd bring the news to 

the wbrld, of the God of ftrength, the Lord Jesus CHRist. 

This angel is here reprcfented as flyings and ^ flying fwfftly y 

to ihbw us how willing, how unfpeakably willing thofe bloQe J 

fpirits are, to bring good news to m^n. And it is upon this 

Bccountj I fuppofe, that we are taught by bur LoRt> to pray^ 

** that GoO's will may be done by us on earth, as it is donci 

in heaven/' that we may imitate a little of that alacrity and 

vigour, which angels employ^ when they a;re fent on errahclt 

fot God. 

Well, here is not only mention made of the angePs flying 
(Wiftly^ biit there is mehtion^ made of the thne that he canie } 
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^* He came and touched me, about the time of. the eveiiioo, 
ohlation," that i?> about three o'clock in the afternoon} at. 
this time there was a facriiice made to Gob, and this facrific^. 
was in a peculiar manner a type of the Lord j£su9, whoia. 
the evening of the world was to become a facrifice for fin-. 
ncrs. We are told in the iid vcrfe, what meilage this angci 
delivered, ^* He informed me, and talked with me, and faid^ 
O Danielj I am now come forth to give thee (kill and under4/ 
fianding ; at the beginning of thy fupplication^ the coHamaiid-- 
ment came forth, and I am come to (how thee^ for thou art 
greatly beloved, therefore underft^nd the matter, and confidef 
the vifion." This paffage, with fuch-like paflagcs of fcfipr. 
ture, hath often comforted my foul, and may comfort tbe 
hearts of all God's people. There are a great many of ^ou, 
perhaps, have prayed, and prayed again to God, and pro^ 
bably you do not find any anfwcr given you : you pray forxd 
enlarged heart, you pray for comfort, you pray for deliver- 
ance ; God is pleafed to withhold it for a while ; then the: 
devil ftrikes in, and fays, God has ihut out your prayers,* 
God will never hear, GoD will never regard you, therefore 
pray no more. But, my dear friends, thi^ is a miftake; a 
^oufand years are with God as one day ; tod thd LoRi> 
Jesus has brd us, ** to pray always, and not faint." Ypu 
may have had your prayers heard, the very moment they went 
out of your lips, though it may notpleafe your God, (and 
it may- not be proper for you) to let you know that they are 
heard. " At the beginning of thy fupplication, the command- 
ment vi^ent forth ;" and this very angel feme hundred years 
after, \o\A Zachariasj that ftfe' prayer was heard j" a prayer 
for what ? a prayer for a child : it eould not be fuppofed that 
at the very time Zacharias was praying for a child ; but hitf 
prayer he had put up forty years before^ God was pleafed id 
anfwer fo long afterwards. . 

But to proceed with GabrieFs declaration, ver. 24. ** Se- 
venty years are determined upon thy people, and upoh thy 
boly citV) to (inifh tranfgrei&on, to make an end of fin^, and 
to make recohcifiation for iniquity, and to bring in everlaft- 
ing fighteoufnefs,'* I do not intend to trouble you about thd 
critiral expofition of thefe y^/«/y weeks \ commentators are* 
dtyidcd exceedingly upoii'thw fubjcft j foine of them cxplaini 
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hem one way, and fome another, and perhaps we ihsii 
icver know till the day of judgment, till the glorious dajr 
pokeh of in the New Teflamenv; which are right. My in- 
ention is to dwell Upon this particular part of the angel's 
neflage, that fome one perfon was to do foniething unfpeak* 
bli for Cod's people, even ^^ to bring in an everlafting righte- 
►ufnefs.'' 

If you want to know who was the perfon that was to do 
bis, look to the 26th verfe, and you will find the perfon naen- 
ioned, the Lord Je3us Christ: *' after threefniore an^ 
wo weeks fhall the M^Jfiah be cut ofF, but not for himfelf :" 
e is the perfon fpoken of, he was ^^ to put an end to fin, to 
aake reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlafting 
ighteoufncfs." 

From thefe important words, I ihall endeavour, 

^irfty To (hew you what we are to underfland by the word, 
*" Righteoufnefs/* 

fcondhf^ I ihall endeavour to fhew you, upon what account 
it i.s, that the righteoufnefs mentioned in tl^e texty is called 
an " everlafting righteoufnefs." 

Virdly^ I (hall (hew, what we arc to underftand by ** bring- 
ing it in." And, 

Then fpeak a word to faints and finnersr And while I ani 
leakirg to your ears, may God, for the Lord Jesus 
•hris.t'8 fake, fpeak to. your hearts ! 

Firji^ To explain what we arc to underftand by the word, 
righteoufnefs." If I was to a(k fome people what we are 
\ underftand by the word, righteoufnefs; if the perfon. was 
1 Jrmittiariy or an enemy to the do&rioe of free grace, . he 
ould anfwer me, it figniiies what we commonly call maral 
mefiy^ or doing juftice between man and man. And, in-^ 
Kd) in various paflages of fcripture, the word righteoufneA 
as no other . meaning, ^t leaft, it bears that meaning. I 
ippofe, we are to underftand it in this fenfc, when we are 
jd, that PW, preaching before /V//A-, •' rcafoncd of tcmn 
:rance, of righteoufnefs, and of a judgment to come.'' Fe-^ 
^ had been a very unrighteous and unjiift.manr and there:* 
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fere, to convince him of his wickcdncfs, to alarm his cbrtfcl* 
time, to put hitn upon fceking htlp in the Lord Jesus, 
'P/i«/ preached toot only of tcmpcfrance, {for Felix h^d "btto a 
vety intiertipemte man) but he preached to him of rightebuf- 
liefs, 6f tht nedeflity of doing juftice, becaufe he had been 
M unjuft Dnan ; and he puts before him the judgment to cotati 
in order to make him fly to Jesus Christ for deliverance 
from the bad cdnfequences of that judgment ) und there zjt 
mhei- place) of fcripture, where the word righteoufnefs majf 
bt underftood in thrs fenfe. 

It liVewife figniftes inward hotincfs, v^rought ih us by tU 
Weflcd Spirit of God. Bat, I believe, the. word tightcouf- 
befs in my text fignlfies, whfet, I truft moft, t fhouW be 
glad if I could fay, all who attend this night, Virill bef glad ttt 
hear of : Whst is that i It is what all reformed- diTiiies, that 
have clear heads and clean hearts, call an imputed rigbuoufnejii 
t>r' the rightebufneTs of the Lord Jesus Christ to be im- 
pUted to poor finners upon their believing: and, if you aft 
ine, what I mean by an imputed righteoufnefs | net tofto^c 
over your beads, but rather, if God {hall be pleafed to make 
me, to reach your hearts, I will cell you, by the word 
^' righteoufnefs," I underftand all that CHRist hath. done^ 
and all that Christ hath fuffered : or, to liiakb uTc of tb<! 
term generally made ufc of by found diviAes, '^^ Christ's ao 
five, alkid Christ's pafliVe obedience f* put thefif two to- 
gether, njnd.they make up the righteoufacfs of the Ix)r1< 
Jesus Christ. My .dear friends, thus ^ood the atfe b^ 
tween God and man t at firft God made man upright. Mffii 
gives us a (hort, but never was fo full, a defcriptton oif *cW 
origin and nature «f man given by ony other but MiinftK 
M In the image of God made he man, fays that facred hiflo^ 
tian, being infpired by the Spirit of GoD. Got> faid^ andit 
Vras done } God commanded, and the world atofe befol-e him i 
** Let there.be Hght,'^ and inftantaneouily behold Kght -ap 
peared : but. when rhat lovely, that divine, that Uefled crei- 
ture Man, the Lord of the creation^ God*s vicegertnt,^lni 
to be made^ God calls a council, and fays, '' Let us mik6 
inan after our own image." Now, this image is to be tin^ 
derftood, no doubt, in refpeft of man's foul ; for God behlg 
no corporcaLfubilanoi^ man could not be made after his fanagc 
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tblt way, - Well, In thi« condition GcJD ina<!c miti. Mahl 
ftodd ^s out reprcfi^iitative. Adam arid Eve had but one name 
"«>rfginally, *' GoD made man, and cstlied thcii* name Adam. 
*GbD left Adam to ftis oWn free will ; he was pleafed to enter 
ihto a covenant witH him, which, indeed, is an amazing iri- 
ihnce of Gob's cdndcfccnSon; GbD might havfe brdcreci 
diian to do fo and fo; and not made him any {)i'omire of a re-« 
urird : but the great Creator v(^aS pfeafed to prortife Him, that 
if he perforthed an unfinning dbediertcd, ifhcabftained from 
eating a particular tree, that he ind his pofteritjr (hould live 
forever ; but if He broke that command, In the day that he 
aic thereof, he and all hiis poffcrity were to die. Now, I 
Eerily believe, bad you arid 1 been there prcfeht; however 
foihe people may objeft againft Gob's feVerity, in imputing 
iWi/Ti's firt to us; yet I believei if yod and I; arid all the 
>orld had been preferit, we (hould have heartily come intd 
this agreement. Supjiofirtg Gori had called thfe Urhole crea- 
tion together^ and had faid, ** Ye, my creature^, I hive made 
'ISere a irtan after riiy own iriiage, I have breathed into hint 
the breath of life, I have caufed him to beconle a living fouJj 
I have filled him with righteoufri^fs and true bdlirlefs \ he ha^ 
Aot the leaft propenfity to fin^ orily he is a fallible and ridutable 
treature \ ail that I defire of this nian is, that he abftaih front 
yortder tree : I Have given to him all the trfecS of the garden^ 
I have madehim^ and planted for hiih a garden With mlpe dwii 
'tight hand^ I delire he may abftairi frdm plucking yonder fruit : 
Will ye ftand or fall by. this mah, will ye let hirii be your r*- 
'prefentativc, will ye be content that his dbtdiencfe or difo- 
"bedlchce be imputed to you ?** If ^e had been all there^ 
•cifcry one of us would hive faid, ^* LdkD GdD, we will let 
*' him be our repreferltative j" the terms were fo estfy; the 
itnprbbability of his falling was fo exceeding great, that I 
believe 4*very one of us fllould haveall put oiir hand to the 
tioyenaht. And fuppofing us alive, arid thAt we had agreed to 
that covenant, Who is that man 6x worhan thit Coiild find 
fault With Gbti's imputing AdamU iiri to iis. Well, my 
friends^ Gox5 mad^ hiiri in this Condition i the deMI envied 
his happinefs \ it is fuppofed by fome, that mah was madcf 
to fupply the places of the fallen angels. But the devil en- 
ried mail, and bad leaVe to' t^mpt bim; £t^^ food reached 
Vol. V. Qi pw 
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ttut her hand and plucked of the forbidden fi oit, and aktt* 
ivards y/^(7;72 tranfgreflird alio; and from that very moineitt^ 
to make ufe of Mr. Bo/ion's words, ^^ Man^d name was Uh^ 
hod^^' the glory of the Lord departed from him. Jdam an(l 
Eve then fell : you, and I^ and all their pofterity (whomthcf 
reprefented) fell in them. Mankind had but one neck; and 
God might have fcrved mankind^ as Callgida would liavff 
ferved Rome^ according to his own words, ^^ 1 wiQi it bad but 
*' one neck, and I would cut it off" With one Wow." Goo^ 
if he pleafed, might have fcnt us all to hell. Here Cakk 
l-eprefents God's attributes as ftruggling one with anothcr^f 
Juftice faying to God, feeing J uft ice had framed tke fanfiiooy 
*^ Is the law broken, damn the offender, and fend him to 
hell." The mercy of God, bi5 darling attribute, cries jont^ 
** Spare him, fpare him." The wifdom of GoDf contrivts a 
way, that juftice might be fatisfied, and yet mercy be triunj- 
phant ftill. How was that I The Lord j£sus interpofcs; 
the days-man, the dear Redeemer ! he faw-Goo wielding his 
flaming fwordj and his hand taking hold of vengeance; tbe 
Lord Jesus Christ faw the fword ready to be fhesthcd la 
the blood of the offender ; when no eye could pity, wbeAiiof 
angel or. archangel could refcue, juft as God was,- as xtyfta^j . 
about to give the fatal blow, juft as the knife was put tottp 
throat of the offender, the Son of God, the eiercral Logos, bipt 
*' feather, fpare the (inner ; let him not die ; Father, Father^ 
O hold thy hand, withdraw thy fword, for I com6 tcf dp 
thy will ; man has broken thy law, and violated thy cpff- 
. nant : I do not deny but man deferves to be damned iorcvef} 
but. Father, vfh'dtJdam could not do, if thou' wilt prepare /MB 
a body, I in the fulnefs of time will go, and die for hioi 
he has broken thy law, but I will go and keep it, that ttf 
law liiay be honoured ; I will give a perfect unfrnning ohetf- 
ence to all thy commandments ; and thart thou txi^y&jMif 
ungodly creatures^ I will not only ^o down sfnd 6bey -tb/ 
law, but I will go down and bleed ; I will go down and die : 
here I am ; I will will fiep in between thee and finners, aod 
be glad to have thy fword (heathed in tny heart's btgod (H ' 
Ihem."^ 

In the fulnefs of time defcends the eternal lrOg<w^ '^ In dj^ 
fulnefs of time God fent fqrih his Son made of 9 vo«u4b 
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^tUde under the law, to redeem them that are under the hw 
from the curfe of it, being made a curfe for us." The Lo|itl 
JisuS Christ being cloathed in human nature, fulfilled all 
righteoufnefs j he fubmitted to every inftitution of Goi), and 
tras picafed to obey the whole moral laiw ; and afterwards, O 
tan we think df it, O can you hear of it^ Without a heart leap- 
ing with joy, at laft the Lord Jesus bled and died ! and wherf 
he was juft expiring^ juft as he was about to bow down his 
faead^ and give up the ghoft^ what do ye think he faid ? He 
faid^ ** It is finiflied !'* As. much is to fay,' " Now the ardu- 
bus work, thedifEcUlt talk I had undertaken, blefTed be GoDi 
isnqvtr compktely over i ail the demands of the law a:e finifh- 
fed J now God's juflice is fatisfied j now a nfew and living way 
is.bpened by my blood to the holieft of all for poor finners." 

So that when Christ's righteoufnefs is here fpoken of^ 
ircarc to uhderftahd *^ Christ's obedience and death," all 
that CHRiiiT has donej and all that Christ has fufFered fof 
an ele£t world; for all that will believe on him. And bleflej 
be God for this righteoufnefs ! b'lefled be Gob for the epithet 
fvhich id the text -is put to' this righteoufnefs $ it ttiight be 
tilled a bJiJfed righteoufnef:^) it might be called a ^lorioui 
righteoufnefs; it might be called an invaluable righteoufnefs ; 
butthcaiigel calls it an tverlajlin^ righuoufnefs : God giv^ 
|rou to Uke (he comfort of ft 1 

Secondfy; I aim nc/\fr to fliew,* on what accoiini, tKis righ(e» 
lUfnef^ U here tilled an everlajting righteoufnefs j and pray 
vhy do ydu think is GhRisT's rigitteoufnefs called^ an ever* 
afting righteoufnefs i 

I fuppoTe it is called an everlatting righteoufnefi,' 
Firji^ BecaOfe Christ's righteoufnefs was intended by the 
teat Goti to extend to mankind even from eternity. All gf 
ou ]cnow,' thsit old love is the befl love. When we have! 
n old acquaintance, a frieiidj* that haS loved us for many 
earsy indeed that love \t fweet : though we may love nevC^ 
lends, yet when an old friend and a new friend meet to- 
ether, we may fay,' that the old. is better, ^ow this fliould 
idcar GfoD to usj to think that from all the ages of eter- 
ity God had thoughts of you ; GoD intended the LoR0 
Bsus Christ to fave your fouls and mine : hence it is^ that 
foD, to endear Jirimiah to him, tells him, I have loved tbeef 
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iviih an evcrlaftinp love. Hence it i?, th^t the Loud Jesw, 
When he calls his elc6t people up to heaven, fays, ** Come, 
ye blcffcd of my Father ;" what follows ? ** receive the king- 
dom prepared for you ;" how long ? '* from the foundation 
of the world." All that we receive in time; all the ftrciros 
that come to our fouls, are but fo many ftrcams flowing from 
that inexhauftiblc fountain, God's elcfling, GoD*s fovereign, 
God's diftipguiftiing, God's cvcrlafting Jove; and, tbcrcforr, 
the righteoufnefs of Jesus Christ may pjrdperly be called an 
everlading righteoufnefs, becaufe God intended ft fromevcr' 
lafting. 

Secondly^ It is called an everlafting righteoufnefs, bccaufc 
the efficacy of Christ's death took place immediately upon *^ 
jfdam^s fall. Chriftianity, in one fenfe, is as 'old as the crei- 
tion. Great Profeffor Franck^ of Girmanjyhys^ ** That 
*' Christ is the fum and fubftance of all rightcoufncfc" 
Mr. Henry obferves, " That the LbRD Jf.5i;s Christ is the J 
** treafure hid in the field of the Old Tcftamem, under the 
*^ types and (hadows of the A/(?/?//if difpenfation.**' ' Wchavc 
the Sun of Righteoufnefs ihining in his full meridian in the 
New Teftament difpenfatibn. ' Now the rrghteoufhefs of 
Jesus Christ, may be called an everlafting Tighteoufnefs, 
tecaufc all the faints that have been faved, or that ever will 
be faved, are all faved by the righieoufnefs of Christ. A 
great' many cenforious people are mighty inquiGtrve to know, 
what will become of the heathens, that never heard of Jesus 
Christ. I would fay to fuch perfons, as the Lord Jfisus 
Christ did to another curious enquirer, " What is that to 
thee? follow thou me." Pray, for what fhould you and I 
^rouble ourfelves about the heathens ? Are not we beatbens? 
•It is too true, that we have too much of the heathens temper 
and pradice with us. But why fliould We Tofe oitr tiis$ lA 
enquiring about wha.t'will become of the heathen, and not 
irather enquire what will become of our own foufls ? We may 
be fure God will deal with heathens according to their light: 
if he has given them no revelation, they will not be judged by 
a revelation ; if they have not had a law, they will be judged 
without law. But as for the Jews and Gentiles^ who hafC 
the gofpel revealed to them, however Delfts may argue con- 
trary to it s however they may fet up reafon in oppofition to 
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4Wine revdation ; we may be fure none' w«re ever faved^ or 

wiH bc'faved, but by the righteoufnefs of Christ. It was 

through faith, in him, that Jhei was favcd ; it was through the 

l«crificet>f Jesus Christ, that Al^rttha?n was accepted, and 

that all the prophets of old were accepted ; and there is none 

<^her name given under heaven, whereby we can be faved, but 

fhat of Christ. And therefore, fince pcrfons under the Jaw,. 

•nd under the gofpel, arc to be faved only throggh Christ ; 

therefore, Christ's righteoufnefs may properly be galled an 

tverlafting righteoufnefs. But this is not aH. 

' Thirdly^ The righteoufnefs of Jesus Christ, is not only 

to be called an everlafting righteoufnefs, becaufe that all per« 

fons under the la>V, and al! perfons under the gofpel, are faved 

by it ; but becaufe the efficacy thereof, blciled be God for it f 

is to continue till time fiiall be no more. Bleflcd be God for 

Jesus Christ I the efficacy of whofc blood, death, and 

atonement, is as great and as cfFedual now to the falvation of 

poor finners, as when he bowed his blelTed head, and gave up 

the ghoft : ** Jesus Christ is the fame yefterday, to-day, 

and for ever;" and whofoever believes on him now, whofo- 

ei^r comes to, and accepts of him, fhall now fee his power, 

(ball tafte of his grace, and (hall be a6^uaily faved by him, the 

(ame as if he had been in company with Ihofe who faw him 

expiring. 

Fourthly^ Christ's righteoufnefs may be called an everr 
lafting righteoufnefs, becaufe the benefit of it is to endure to 
everlafting life. Indeed, fome people tell us, that a pcrfon 
nay be in Christ to-day, and go to the devil to morrow : 
but, Wcfled be God, ye have not fo learned Christ ! No, 
my dear friends, thanks be to God for that divine text, 
•* There is now no condemnation to them that are in Christ 
Jesus." Though God's people may fall foully; and though 
many arc full of doubts and fears, and fay, *' One day I 
fiiall fall by the hands of £auhy^ however ye may fay in your 
hafte, ** All men are liars;" however your poor fouls ma/ 
be haraffed, yet no wicked devil, nor your own depraved 
heart, fliall be able to feparate you from the love of God : 
Gob has loved you, God has fixed his heart upon you, and 
having loved his own, he loves them unto the end. The 
P^o gf life and of glory, theb!effedjE)iUS, n\\\ never eeafc 
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Ibving y^u» til) he h^Oi loved and brought yott t6 helvvi! | 
iivhen he will icjoice^ and fay, •* Behold me, O my Father^ 
juid the dear children that thou haft gjven me ; thou gaveA 
Iheni me; thine they were, I have bought theqi with my blooi^ 
I have Won them with my fword and with my bow, and I now 
will wear them a» fo many j.ewels of nay crown/' Therefore, 
Jesus Christ's righteoufnef^ may be cabled aK everlafling 
lighteoufnefs, becaufe thpfi: ^ho onpe take hold of, and are 

. imcrefted in it, (ball be faved cverlafting!y by Christ ; ^h 
is God that jufti6es us, (fays St. Paul) vii^o is he thatppn- 

. demncth / It is pHUiST that djed, ^yea rather ths^t is rifen 
fsigain." He giye> devils the challenge, " O fJeath, where if 
jtby fting, O grave, where is thy viSory ? Whp fliall fjjparatfl 
us from the love of Gf op ? I am perfiiaded tba(t neither diead| 
por life, hcither principalities nor powers, nor afiy other cre»« 
tare, (ball ever be able to feperate us from the Ipve of Qo9| 
which is in Christ Jxsus our Lord." Thofe whom Goj> 
juftifies, faf: alfo glorifies. And becaufe CfiRisT lives, bJeiM 
he Gop, ^e fhall live alfo. I know not what ybu may f«y| 
tut though ( truft I have felt .the grace of Christ, yet I fiiid 
^hat I have as much need to come to Christ every day Ibf 
frefh ftrength, as if I had never believed before: and if Iwif 
to depenfd upon my bwn faitbfulnefs, and not the faithfulne(i( 
of the Son of Gop, I am fure I (hould foon dcfcrt the LoRO 
jEsps Christ. But jlory be to God, he is faithliil that 
][iath protnifed ! Glory be to GoQ, our falvation depends iiot 
ypon our owp free will, but upon Gop's free grace 1 Heic 
is a fure bottom ; the believer may build upon it; let the 
^orms blow as long and as high as they pleafe, they may 
make the poor creature tremble, but bleiTed be GoifN the/ 
iiever (hall bp able ;q take him o^ the foun^^tion ; thougt) 
;hey may {hake him, they fhall only Aake off his corruptioo; 
and I believe' all that fear GoD, will be glad to part with it. 
On all thefe accounts, Christ's rigbteoufnefs may he calk4 
an everlading rightepulnels. 

III. It is faid, ip my text, that J?l§us was to fa>ring »t io« 
What are vve to underftand by l^is bringing it in? Oof 
I^ord's promulgating aqd proolaiming it to the world, Ib« 
(Jeed, it v^as brpu^hi ia un^er the lavv^ but^^cn it W4< 
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\mwght in und^r type^ amd fliadows, and moft of (tkt Ji^vt 
kMikfrt na ft»ther. But Jesus Christ brought life md imr- 
iBBrtriUf to light by the^offyel. The light of Mcfes was only 
IwUight I t?he' light of th« gofp«l, is like the fun at noon-day, 
fluDmg in his full meridian. Therefore, Jesus Christ may 
be fiiid (!o btHng in this everlafting righteoufnefs, becaufe he 
froclaimed it to Hhe world*, and* commanded it to be preached, 
(hat God font his Son> into the world, that the worldthrough 
bim might be. (avedv 

• Again^ The Lord Jesus Christ brought in this righte* 
ouf^efs, as he wrought it out for finners upon the crofs. Some 
Aatiuomians^ for want of a proper diftin£tion, run into a 
grievious errbrv^ teUing us, Becaufe God intended to .juflify 
hf the righteoufnfffs of Jesus Christ, therefore man is juf- 
"tified from all etspnity ; which is abfurd : a perfon cannot be 
jaflificd). till be is adually exiftiag ; therefore, though man is 
JHflifisd, as it lies in Gop's mind from all eternity, yet it was 
not a£hially brought in till the Lord Jesus Christ pro- 
jteoceithafe Uefied wofds, ^< It isfiniflied;" the grand con- 
funmatioii^! then Jesus brought it in. A new and a living 
way was to be opened to the Holy of Holies, for poor finners, 
bf the blood of Christ. But I do not think that the e:*- 
preffion, hrmght in^ is to be limited to this fenfe, though I 
foppofeit is the primary one; it implies nor only Christ's 
bringing it into the world, as promulgating, and having it 
written 19 the word of God, and as having wrought it out 
for. finners in his Kfe, and on the crofs; but he brings 
it* iot in a manner,, which^ I pray God may take place 
this night } I mean, bringing it, by his blefled Spirit, 
into poor believers hearts; AH that Christ battt done, al( 
that Christ hatb fofEeped^ all Christ's adtive obedience^ 
all Christ's paffive obedience, wcill do us- no good, unlefs by 
the Spirit of God,, it \t brought into o«r fouls. As one ex- 
preflea it,^« An unapplied C|iRr9T is- no Christ at all.'* 
To hear of a Chii^ist dying for fanners, will only incrcafc 
your damnation, will oaly fink you deeper into hell, unlefs 
we have ground ID fay, by a work of grace wfought in our 
hearts, that the LoRS) Jisus hath brought this home to us. 
Hence it is, that the Apoftle, ^peaking of Christ, fays| 
1^ Wlio loved me^ and gave himieltf for nie.'' O that dear, 
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^it'grcit, t1)il1itt1fe, but important word, mi, ' Hajfpjp'thlji^ j 
who can adopt the Apoftle's language ! Happy they that can, 
' apply it to their own heart; and when they hear thatCHRist. 
has brought in an evcrlafting righteoufnefs, can fsiy, Bleffed 
be God, it is brought in by the bleflcd Spirit to my foul 1 

Are there any here that can go along with me on this doc-r- 
trine ? B\K why do I afic this queftion, whenv pr^acbiiVg tpi 
numbers, wbQ> I hope; have tafted of the grace of God loog. 
ago ? I do not know, I cannot diflinguKh you ; you are jufl: 
like other (People, as to your looks and habits ; but if I donot^ 
and if your neighbours cannot know you, that great God, in- 
whofe prefcnce you are, knows you j He, before. whofe tribunal 
we are Shortly to appear, knows you. If Christ Jesus hathi , 
brought his cverlafting rightcoufncfs into your heart ; if it iS" 
applied by the Spirit of God to your foul, what Ihall I fay to - 
you? I will fay as the Angel to 7«te, *' Come up hither,'* . 
thou child of God ! Come up hither, thou fon, thou d^ugb^ . 
fer of Jbraham t Come and join with me, in calling upon. 
■ angels and archangels, in calling vipon the fpirits of juft men. 
made perfeflj to help thee to praifc that loving Redeemer^ 
fbat has brought in an everlafting righteoMfnefs. O was evcc 
^ove like this ! When Abraham Was about tq oflEer up h\9 
fon, God faid, *f Now I know that thou loveft me, finc^ 
thou haft not withheld thy fon, thine only fon ^frorn me/' 
I^ow may cacb child of God fay, ^* Now, O God^ I knovir 
fbat thou haft loved me, fioce thou haft not withheld thy Son,- 
thy dcair Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, from dying for me/' 
If thou haft got Christ brought into thy foul by. faith, O 
look forward, look towards a happy eterpity^; Q lopk towards 
thofe evcrlafting manfions^ into which God will bring thee< 
-after death. My dear friends^ I could fay much from thir 
text to conifort God's people : But 

I mufl addrefs myfelf to you,- poor fouls, who caniiot fay, . 
that this righteoufnefs has been brought home to your fouls;, 
but if it was never brought home before, may God, for the 
Lord Jesus CHRis:]f*'s fake, bring it home now ! Are any 
of you depending upon a righteoufnefs of youi own ? Do' 
any of you here, think to favc yourfelves by yqur Qwn doings}. 
I fay to you, as the Apoftk faid. to one that offered money for 
$1 power tp confer the gift of the Holy Qhoftj^ your rightcotif- 
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•efslball pcrifli with^ou. Poor mi fer able ctezt^rtil What 
is there in your tears ? what in your prayers ? what in your: 
* performances, to appeafe the wrath of an angry God i Away 
from the trees of the garden'^ come, ye guilly wretches, comd 
9s poor, loA, undone, and wretched creatures, and accept df a 
better righteoufnefs than your own. As I faid before, fo I 
tell you again, the righteoufnefs of Jesus Christ is ancTcr* 
lifting righteoufnefs : it is wrought out for the very chief of 
iinners. Ho, every one that thirfieth, let him come and drihlc 
o( this water of life freely. Are any of you wounded by fin ^ 
Do any of you feel you have no righteoufnefs of your own t 
Are any of you perifliing for hunger i Arc any of you afraid 
ye will pcrifh for ever ? Cprne^ dear fouls, in all your rags ; 
come, thou poor man ; come, thou poor, diftrefled woman | 
you, who think God will never forgive you, and that your 
fins ^re too great to be forgiven j come, thou doubting crea- 
ture, who art afraid thou wilt i?ever get comfort ; arife, take 
comfort, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of life> the 
Lord of glory, calls for thee : through his righteoufnefs 
rt^e is hope for the chief of finners, for the worft of crea- 
tures. What if thou hadft committed all the fins in the 
>vorld ? What if thou hadft committed the fins of a ihoufand, 
^hat if thou hadft committed the fins of a million of worlds i 
Christ's righteoufnefs will cover, the blood of the Lord 
Jfsus Christ will cleanfe, thee'from the guilt of them all. 
O let not one poor foul ftand at a diftance from the Saviour. 
JVlydear friends, could my voice hold out, was my ftrength 
^qual to my will, I would wreftle with you ; I would flrive 
Vith arguments, till you came and wa(hed in this blood of 
the Lamb^ till you came and accepted of this everlafting 
l-ighteoufnefs. O come, come! Now, fincq it is brought 
into the world by Christ, fo in the name, in the ftrength, 
and by the affiftancc of the great God, I bring it now to the 
pulpit 5 I now offer this righteoufnefs, this free, this imputed, 
this everlafting righteoufnefs to all poor finners that will ac- 
cept of it. For God's fake accept it this night : you do not 
know but ye may die before to-morrow. How do ye knowy 
but while I am /peaking, a fit of the apoplexy may fcize, and 
death arreft you ? O my dear friends, where can ye go ? 
firhere will ye appear i How will ye f^nd jbefore an angry 
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Go0, without the rtghteotifncfs of the Lord Jestts Cuntrt 
put nfon your fouty ? Can ye (land hi your own rags ? Will 
]fc dare to^ppear before a heart-fearching God, wtthoat the 
apparel of your elder l>rotheT ? If ye do, I know your doom : 
Gjarut will frown you into hell : *^ Depart, depart, ye 
Surfed, into cverlafttng Are,^ (ball be your portion. Think, 
I pray you, ibercforr, on thefe thmgs ; go home, go home, 
(o home, pray over tb* tesct, atid fay, ^^ Lord God, thou 
baft broagbt an everlafting fighteoufnefs into the worM by 
the Lord Jsaus Christ ; by the blefled Spirit bring it into 
my heart!" then, die when ye will, ye are fafe; if it be 
Co-morrow, ye fhan be immediately tranflated into the pre- 
feiice of the everlafling God : that will be fweet ! Happy 
they who have got this robe on ; happy they that can firy, 
^^ My QoD bath loved me, and I ihftll be loved by him vrith 
an everlafting love V* That every one of you may be aUe to 
hj fo^ mi^ God grant, for the fake of Jesus Christ, thcf 
f)eiar Redeemer | to whom be glory for ever. JmcM. 
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g E R M O N XVI. 

The Obfcrvation of the Birth of C H r i s T, 
the Duty of all Chriftians ; or the true Way 
of keeping Chriftmas, 



Matthew i. 2j. 

4nd Jhe fliall bring forth a Son^ and thou flidt call his 
Name Jefus ; JFor he fhall fave his People from their 
Sins. 

^T^ H E celebration of tbc birth of Christ hath b^en «f* 
JL teemed a duty by moft who profefs chriftianity. When 
wc confidcr the condefcenfion and love of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in fubmitting to be born of a virgin, apoor finful 
preature 3 and efpecially as he knew how ht was to be treated 
in this world ^ that he was to be defpifed, fcofFed at, and at 
Jaft to die a painful, fhameful, and ignominious death ; that 
ht (bould be treated as though he was the ofF-fcouring of all 
inankind ; ufed, not like the fon of a man, and, there^re, 
not at all like the Son of God 9 the coniideration of thefe 
things (hould make ua to admire the love of the Lord Jbsus 
Christ, wHq was fo willing to offer himfelf as a ranfom for 
the fins of the people, that when the fulnefs of time was come, 
Christ came, made of a woman, made under the hw : he 
pime according to the eternal counfel of the Father ; he cattie, 
not in glory or in fplendor, not like him who brought all faU 
yation with him : no, he was born in a ftab]«, and laid ^in a' 
manger i oxen were his companions. Q amazing condefeen*- 
fion of the Lqrd Jesus Ch|RMT> to ftoo^ to fuch lovv and 
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poor things for our fake. What love is thi?, what great znd 
wonderful love was here, that the Son of God fhouid come 
into our world in fo mtfan a condition, to deliver us from the 
fin and miferj^ in which we were involved by our fall in our 
firft parents ! And as all that proceeded from the fprings mu(t 
be muddy, becaufe the fountain was fo, the Lord Jesus 
Christ came to take our natures upon him, to die a fbame- 
ful, a painful, and jun accurfcd death, for our fakes ; he died 
for our fmr, and to bring us to God ; he cleanfed us by his 
blood from the giiilt of fin, he fatisfied for our imperfeSions; • 
I and now, my brethren, we have accefs unto hirt\ with bild- 
nefs ; he is a mediator between us and his offended Father, 
^^ ^Therefore, if we do but confidcr into what ftate, and at 
how great a diftance from God we are fallen 5 how vile our 
natures were ; what a depravity, and how incapable to rcftorc 
that image of God to our fouls, whigh we loft in our firft 
parents : when I confid.er thefe things, my brethren, and that 
tbp Lord Jesus Christ came to rcftore us to that favour 
with God which we had loft,' and that X^HRIST not only 
came down with an intent to do it, but a6iually accompliSi- 
cd all that was in his heart towards us ; that he raifed and 
broiight-us into favour with Gcd, that we might find kind- 
nefs ^nd mercy in his fight ; furely this calls for fome.retutA 
of thanks oq our part to our dear Redeemer, for this love 
and kindnefs to our fouls. How juft would it have been of 
him, to have left us in that deplorable ftate wherein we, by 
ogf guilt, had involved ourfelves? For Gop could not, nor 
can receive ;iny additional good by our falvation ; but it wis 
love, mere love; it was free love that brought the LoRD 
Jesus Christ ipto our world, about 1700 years ago. What, 
IJial.l we not remember the birth of pur Jesus ? Shall we 
yearly celebrate the birth of our temporal king, and ftiall that' 
of the King, of kings be quite forgotten ? Shall that'only, 
whi^h ought to be had chiefly in remembrance, be quite for- 
gotten ? God forbid! No, my dear brethren, let us celebrate and 
l^eep this feftiya} of our church, with joy in our hearts : letthc 
hirtfi of a Redeemer^ which redeemed us from fin, from wrath, 
ffom death, from hell, be always remembered ; may this Sa*- 
vipur*s'Iove never be. forgotten ! but may we fing forth all his 
lofe anrf.giory as long j^s lif? Q^2\l Jaft here, and through aa- 
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indlcfs eternity in the world above! may we chaunt forth 
:he wonders of redeeming love, and the riches of free grace, 
imrdft angels and archangels, cherubim and feraphim, with- 
out intermiiiion, fur ever and fever ! And as, my brethren, 
the time for keeping th« feftival is approaching, let us con- 
fider our duty in the triie obfervation thereof, or the' right 
way for the glory of GoD, and the good of immbrta! fouls, 
to celebrate the birth of our Lord JesOs Christ; an event 
which ought to be had in eternal remembrance. 

It is my dcfign to lay down rules for the true keeping of 
that time of Chriftmas^ which is now approaching. 

I. I fliall fliew you when you may be faid, not to obfervc 
this feftival aright, 

II. I (hall (hew you, when your obfervation and celebrat- 
ing of this feftival is done according to the glory of GoD, 
and to the true manner of keeping of it. 

III. Shall conclude with an exhortation to all of you, high 
and low, rich and poor, one with another, to have a regard 
to. your behaviour at all times, bat more cfpccially, my dear 

■brethren, on this folemn.occafion. 

T. My brethren, I am to ftiew when your celebration of 
this feftival is not of the right kind. 

And Firjt^ you do not celebrate this aright, when you 
fpend moft of your time in cards, dice, or gaming of any 
fort. 

This is ai feafon, for which there is no more allowance for 
ivafting of your precious time in thofe unlawful entertain- 
ments, than any other. Perfons are apt to flatter themfelves 
that they are free and at liberty to fpend whole evening^ now 
at cards, at dice, or any diverfion whatfoever^ to pafs awa^^f 
k^ they call it, a tedious evening. They can do any thing 
now to pafs away that, which is haftehing as faft as thought ; 
time is always upon the wing ^ it is no fooner prefcnt but it 
is paft, and nd (ooner come but it h gone. And have we (b 
inuch to do, and fo little time to do it in^ and yet coiiipiain 
of time lying heavy upon bur hands ? Have we not the devil 
ind the beaft to get out of our fouls ? Are not our natures to 
be changed^ our corruptions to be fubdued^ our v^ills to be 

brought 
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brought over to God, our hard hearts to be foTtiifned^ aH ot#l 
things to be done away, and ail things to become new in nut 
fouls ? Is there not all this to be done ? And yet we have 
too much time upon our hands ! It is well, that inftead Cff 
having too much time, jt be not found that we have got too 
little, when we come to die : then we {hall with, my bre- 
thren, that we had made more account of our time, that we 
had improved it for the glory of GoDf jmd the welfare of Qur 
immortal fouls. 

Good Got> ! how amazing is th^ confideration, tha( many 
can gO to church in the morning, and take the Sacramem^ 
and come home and fpend the afternoon and evening in cards] 
Is thi^, my brethren, difcerniog the Lord's body i .Is jbid 
taking the facrament according to its inftitutioo ? Is fidt tliis 
a pollution thereof^ and making tjbe blood of the Coveiiant 
an unholy thing. 

Therefore, thofe of you who havef made this your praflicip 
in times paft^ let me befeech you^ in the bowels of mercjfj 
not to do fo any more ; for, indeed, it is earthly^ it is feii- 
fuAl, it is devilifhi Confider' trhat is faid of thoffe who cie 
and drink at the Lord's table ttnworthilvj that they eit and 
drink their own damnation : And can they, my brethren, Be 
faid to eat and drink any oth^rwife, who ho fooner go frod 
the table of the Lord, but nln to the divcrfions of the devil? 
Indeed this is exceeding finful, and difpleafing unto the 
LoRiS ; then forbear thofe diverfions which ai€ To pvil in 
themfelves : O be .no: fouhd in thofe ex^fcifes, and in that 
pieafure, which you would not he fouhd in when .you come 
to die. Thus, my brethren, you fee it is hot a right tcle- 
bratioh df the birth of the Lord Jtsus, to fpehd it in tards^ 
dice, or any other diverfions, which proceed fo dire£l!y frqiB 
the devil j and are deftrdQive to all true gobdnefs. '' 

Secondly^ They cannot be (aid truly to celebrate (his umej 
ivho fpend their time-in eating and drinking to excefs. 

This is a feafon when perfond are apt to indulge themfelves 
in all manher of luxury : iniquity now abounds apace; no- 
thing is fcarcely to be feen but things of the gfeateft extrava* 
gance imaginaible 3 hot only fo^ the ncceiTities of the bpdjft 
but to pamper it in luft, to feed its vices, ,to tnake ils go on 
in fih, to be a rheans for gratifying our Carnal appetite ^ an4 

this 
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this IS a itieahB to make u^ forget the LoRd of ^or^. Tbil 
makes us only fit to do fuch drudgery, as the devil (haU fet 
us about ; this is only preparing to run wherefoever the devU 
ifends: this, infiead of denying ourfelves, is indulging oMr-« 
felves ; this is not, nor cannot be called, a celebration of tbo 
birth of our Lord Jesus .Chrjst, when we are naaktng pur-* 
(elves worfe than the beafts that perifh. 

I am not fpeaking ^gaioft eating and drinking of the good 
things of life, but againft the eating and drixdcifig of theai to 
ixcefs^ becaufe, thus they unqualify us for die fervice of Goo i 
tnd to our fellow- creatures they make us unibciai^k^ and mftf 
Krcafion us to be guilty of faying and adiog thofe cbiAg9f 
vhich we ihould be afhamed to think of^ if we bad oaljr <at 
^ drank with nrK)dcration» 

Thefefore, my dear brethren, let me ibefeech you ito &t a 
yatch over yourfelves j be caf eful thait yotf do not lun into 
hat company which may tempt you to- evil} for would a , 
nan run hlctifelf into danger on purpofe? Wiould a man ' 
:ajter himfelf into that company, wiiete< before lie go^s, b4 
:nows'be fliall be expofed to great temfrtatioas ; and tkeiiefore^ 
f you have any reafon to think that .the company you ara 
^oif^ into will be a temptation^ I befeoeh you^ bf the iper-i* 
:ies ofCpD in Christ Jbsus^ that yoa would not mn iiitd 

How can you fay, ^' Lead 4x$ not into toniptatiorf,^' wfteifi 
^ou are xefolved to l^ad yourfeiv^s into it, by i-uhntffg joto 
the oceafions of fins* Yo^ afe ^x^mmailded to keep fro^ th<| 
ippearaxu:e of evil ^ and Aa you do that, hy ^riifitijhg into ^4^ 
place aiid compaiiy where it is like to be comoikt^f Nb^ 
fcbis is (b far frofn a^oidiog^ and ihatimng k, that Tt-ls('ii 
^ia jproof to the contrary i ' therefore^ if you <are for otfervin^ 
this time^ this feftiv^ of our churchy :tet it not fo ^otit hf 
riinning to eitcefe ; for you plainly fee, that thofe Who irtf 
guilty thereof, cannot i^fe (aid properly to t?e)ebr^||! it. 

Thirdly^ Nor can Jihey, my brethi^ft, be faid to ke^. Of 
rightly ^rfjferre the cbromomoratioh of the birth of oar Re- 
Ao^mer, the Lord jBstJS C^ri€T^ whp negicfb tbetr worldly 
tailings to follow pleafures and diverfiohs. 

Alas t many^ infiead of keeping this tinle as it ougtit io ht^ 
jtiin into fin with grcedineft> inilead of devoting tbifir time 
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fo the Lord, it is only devoted to the devil and their owfl 
lufts. How many who thus mifpend their time, at this fcafbn, 
Jay by the work of their callings for a confiderable time, 
with no other view, but to follow earthly, fenfual, and dc- 
vilifh plcafures. If they (hould go to hear a fermon, or to a 
fociety, my brethren, the mouths of all the Pharifees at once 
are open againft them, that they arc not only a going to b« 
ruined themfclves, but are going to ruin their families tooj 
they think it needlefs to make fo much ado ; this is being 
righteous over-much ; but you may be as wicked a^ you pleafcj 
and they will not cry out; however, when you arc wiekei 
^ver-'tnuch^ by fcrving the devil and your own pleafurtfs for a 
week or a month together, then, my brethren, with thetfi yod 
arc only taking a little recreation, fpending your time in in^ 
nocent diverftons ; no one cries out againft you, there is no 
outcry that you are going to be ruined. Again, if you giv€ 
never fo fmall a matter among the poor people of God, fof 
their relief, then you arc robbing your families, \\^n you 9St 
going to turn oiadmtn, and in a iew days will be To meth<H 
^iftically mad, that you are not fit for a polite gentleman's 
converfation ; but if you fpend one hundred times the money 
in playhoufes, &c. on your lufts and plcafures, then you are 
liked andefteemedas a good friend and companion ; but, my 
dear brethren, ihefe good companions in the world's account} 
arc never fo in the Lord Jesus Christ's. You cannot 
ferve God and tnammoh ; you muft either lofe your luils} 
your plcafures, and your delights^ or you cannot expefl W 
find favour with God; for indeed, and indeed,' the ^ftji 
that top many follow at this time, are fmfuU yea, they art 
exceeding Anful. You fee they cannot be faid to celebrate 
this holy time, who thus mifpend their precious time to tU 
negle£l of their families ; fuch arc deftroying themfclves witb 
a witnefs. 

Thus, my dear brethren, I have (hewn you who tfiey are 
who do not rightly obferve this holy feftival. 

II. I coriae now, in the fecond place, to fhe«<r yoUj tlrh<J 
they arc who do rightly obferve, and truly celebrate the birth 
of our Redeemer. 

And I (hall (hew you who they are in two particulars, * 

rcftly oppofite to the others ; and then, ttij brethren^ take 

' your 
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jroor choice i ydu muft choofc the one or the othef, there i» 
DD medium^ you muft either (erve the Lord or Baal ; and^ 
tlb:efdre$ my dear brethren^ let me beg of you to con* 
Gder, 

Firjly That tbofe fpend their time aright, and truly obferve 
tbis'feftival, who fpend their hours in readings P^^yi^g, and 
religious convtrfation. 

. What can we do to employ our time to a more noble pur- 
pofe^ than reading of what our dear Redeemer has done and 
liiSered ; to read, that the King of kings^ and the LoRp of 
lords, came from his throne and took upon him the form of 
the meatieft of his fervants ; and what great thnigs he under* 
^tent. This, this is an hiftory worth reading, this is worth 
tmploying our time about : and furely, when we read of the 
fofferings of our Saviour, It fhould excite us to prayer, that 
We might have an intcreft in the Lord Jesus Christ ; that 
.the blood which he fpilt upon mount Calvary^ and his death 
ind crucifixion, might make an atonement for our fins, that 
ire might be made holy ; that we might be enabled to put pflT 
the old man with his deeds^ and put on the new man, evea 
ttc Lord Jesus Christ j that we may throw away the 
^avy yoke of fin, and put on the yoke of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Indeed^ my brethreni thefe things call for prayer, 
*Dd'for earoeft prayer too $ and O do be. earneft with God, 
that you may have an intereft in this Redeemer, and that 
Joa may put on his righteoufnefs, fo that you may not come 
before him in your filthy rags, nor be found not having on 
the wedding garment. O. do not, I befeech you, truft unto 
ICOurfelves for juftification ; you cannot^ indeed, you cannot 
>e juflified by the works of the l^w. I intreat that your time 
9iUy bethusfpent; and if you are iq company, let your time 
)c fpem in that converfation which profiteth : let it not be 
ibout your dreffing, your plays, your profits, or your worldly 
•oncerns^ but let it be the wonders of redeeming love : O 
'^l\y tell to each other,, what great things the Lord ha^ 
lone for your, fouls ; declare unto one another, how you 
Hrere delivered from the hands of your common enemy, Satatty 
\nd hQW the Loii;D has brought your feet from the clay, and 
lat.fet then?, upon the rock of ages, the Lord jEsys 
Christ ; there, fciy brethren, is no flipping j other con- 

Vol*. V^ ^ ' R verfation, 
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vcrfation, by often repeating, you become fully acquainteil 
with, but of Christ there is always fomething new to raiie 
your thoughts ; you can never want matter when the lotetf 
the Lord Jesus Christ is the fubjefi : then let Jeswi k 
the fubjcfl, my brethren, oF all your converfation. 

^t your time be fpent on him : O this, this is an emplof, 
which if you belong to Jesus, will laft you to all etemitf. 
Let others enjoy their cards, their dice, and gaming boon; 
do you, my brethren, let your time be fpent in readings prajr* 
ing, and religious converfation. Which will Hand the trid 
beft at the laft day i which do you think will bring moft 
comfort, moft peace, in a dying hour? O live and fpenclyoar 
time now, as you will wifli to have done, when you come to 
die. 

Secondly^ Let the good things of life, you enjoy, be ufd 
with moderation. 

1 am not, as the fcofFers of this day tell you, againft eating 
and drinking the good things of life ; no, my brethren, I sa 
only againft their being ufed to an excefs ; therefore^ kt me 
befeech you to avoid thofe great indifcretiont, tliofe finfiil 
aflions, which will give the enemies of God room to Utf- 
pheme. Let me befeech you, to have a regard, a particiilir 
regard to your behaviour, at this time ; for indeed the eyes 
of all are upon you, and they would rejoice much to find any 
reafon to complain of you. They can fay things againft ns 
without a caufe ; and how would they rqoice if tberems 
wherewith they inight blame us i Then they would triumph 
and rejoice indeed ; and all your little flips, my dear bretbroii 
are, and wouM be charged upon me. O at this time, when 
the eyes of fo many are upon you, be upon your guard i 
and if you ufe the good things of this life with modcratiaOy 
you do then celebrate this feftival in the manner which die 
inftitution calls for. 

And in^ead of running into excefs, let that roentft 
which you might expend to pamper your own bodi^, begim 
to feed the poor ; now, my brethren, is the feafon^ in wbkh 
they commonly require relief; and fure you cannot 9& vaotc 
agreeable, either to the feafon, to the time, or for the gioty 
of God, than in relieving his poor diftrefled fervants, Thert« 
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bre^ if any of you liave poor friends, cfr icquaintiifibBj iidytt 
ire in diftrefs, I befeech you to affift them } and not only 
thofe of your acquaintance^ but the poor in general. O my 
dear bnethrcn^ that will turn to a better account ilnothet 
day, than all you have expended to pleafe the luft of the 
ficlh, the luft of the eye, or the pride of life. » Gonikleri 
Christ was alvirays willing to relieve the diftrefTed ) it is his 
command alfo ; and can you better commemorate the birth 
ot your king^ your Saviour^ the LoiLd JeSus Christ, than 
in obeying one of his commands ? 

, Do not, my dear brethren, be forgetful df the poor of 
this world ; confider, if providence has fmiled upon you, and 
Uefled ypu with abundance of the things of this life$ God 
. calls for (bme returns of gratitude from you t be ye mindful 
of the poor, and when you are fo^ then you may be faid to 
have a true regard for that time which is now approaching ; 
fS you would truly obferve this feftival, let it be done with 
^koderation, and a regard to the poor of this world* 
■ Thirdly^ Let me beg of you not to alienate too much 0|f 
your time from the worldly bufinefs of this life, but have a 
-proper regard thereunto^ and then you may be faid rightly to 
obferve this feftival. 

. God allows none to be idle : in. all ages bufinefs was com- 
oicnded ; and therefore do not think that any feafon will 
•txcufe us in our callings : we are not, my brethren, to la- 
bour for the things of this life inordinately^ but we are to 
labour for theth with all moderation : we are not to negleA 
our callings ; no^ we are to regard thofe places and ftations 
^ life, which God in his providence lias thought conve- 
nient for us ; and therefore, when you neglect your bufinefs 
to the hurt of your families, whatever pretence you thereby 
Ihake for fo ddng, you are guilty of fin ; you are not a£ling 
according to the do£lrine of the gofpel, but are breaking the 
comtnands of the Lord Jesus Christ, both according to 
bis word, and to his own pradlice. 

At this feftivaU perfons are apt to take a little more liberty 
tlian ufual I and if that time from our vocations is not pre- 
fttdicial to ourfelves or families, and is fpent in the fervice 
of GoD, and .the good of immortal fouls, then I do not 
j< . R 2 think 
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think it finful ; but there is too much reafon to fear, that thi 
time is fpent upon our own lufts, and then it is exceeding 
finful} it is againft our own fouls, and it is againft the good 
of our families, and inftead of commemorating the birth of 
our dear Redeemer, we are difhonouring him in the greateS 
degree poffibly we can. 

Therefore, enquire Ari£tly into your end and defign in fpend- 
ing your time; fee, my brethren, whether it proceeds from i 
true love to your Redeemer, or whether there is .not fomc 
worldly pleafure or advantage at the bottom : if there is, our 
end is not right; but if it proceed intirely from love to him 
that died, and gave himfelf for us, our a£lions will be t 
proof thereof ; then our time will be fpent, not in the polite 
pleafures of life, but according to the dbdrines and commandi 
of the blelTed Jesus ; then our converfation will be in heaven: 
and O that this might be found to be the end of each of you, 
who now hear me ; then we fliould truly obferve this feftival, 
and have a true regard to the occafion thereof, that of 
Chris'Ps coming to redeem the fouls of thcife which were 
loft. 

Let me now conclude, my dear brethren, with a few 
words of exhortation, befeeching you to think of the love of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Did Jesus come into the world 
to fave us from death, and (hall we fpend no part of our 
time in converfmg about our dear Jesus ; fhall we pay no 
regard to the birth of him, who came to redeem us from die 
worft of ilavery, from that of fin, and the devil ; and (ball 
this Jesus not only be born on our account, but llkewife 
die in our ftead, and. yet (ball we be unmindful of 'him? 
Shall we fpend our time in thofe things which are oflenfive 
to him ? Shall we not rather do all we can to promote bb 
glory, and a£l according to his commands ? O my dear 
brethren, be found in the ways of God ; let us not difturb 
our dear Redeemer by any irregular proceedings ; and let me 
befeech you to ftrive to love, fear, honour and obey hitAj 
more than ever you have done yet ; let not the devil engroft 
your time, and that dear Saviour who camd into the worU 
on your accounts, have fo little. O be not fo ungntdal 
to him who has been fo kind to you : What could the Lord 
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^us Christ have done for you more than he has ? Then 
not abufe his mercy, but let your time be fpent in think-* 
;and talking of the love of Jesus, who was incarnate for 
I who was born of a woman, and made under the l^w, to 
Icem us from the wrath to come. 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, &c. 
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SERMON XVII, 

The Temptation of Christ. 



fa 

Matthew iv. i — ii. n 

7T)en was Jesus led up of the fpirit into th^ wiUernefs^ U fc 
tempted of the devil. And when he had fajicd forty dofs «l 
forty nights J he was afterwards an hungered. And wbtn At 
tempter came to him^ he faidy Jf thou be the Son of GoD^M' 
mand that thefe Jiones may he madi bread. But he anjmd <^ 
and faidj It is written^ Man Jhall not live by bread obf^ ^ 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of GoD^ 
Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city^ andjettilb Ha 
on a pinnacle of the temple^ and faith unto him^ If thou fc A 
Son of GoVfx cafl thy f elf down : for it is written^ Hefifillpvt 
his angels charge concerning thee^ and in their bands thg Jm 
bear thee upy leji at any time thou dafh thy foot againji afim 
J^svs f aid unto him^ It is written again^ Thou fbalt not tmf^ 
^he Lord thy God. Agaif^^ the devil taketh him up intid 
exceeding high mountain^ and fheweth him all the kingdoms e/Ai 
worldy and the glory of them : and faith unto bim^ M tkp 
things will I give thee^ if thou wilt fall down and worjlif 9t' 
Tien faith Jesus unto him^ Get thee hence^ Satan : for it k 
written^ Thoufhalt worfhip the LoRD thy Gop, and him 89^ 
fhalt thouferve. Then the devil leavftb hia^y andbjtbold^ a»|'4 
came and minijlered unto him. 



IK 
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DEAR LY beloved, to-day you are invited to take a wallf 
' into the wildernefs, to behold, fympathize with, and get 
inlh'ucfticn and comfort from a Saviour tempted. In the confliA^ 
he approves himfelf to be God's beloved Son ; and the Fa- 
Jier gives dcmonftrable evidence, that with, and in him, bets 
indeed well pleafed. Let us v^ith ferjous attention confider, 

when, 
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'hen, where, and bow, our great Mkbael fought with and 
YcrcaoKi the dragon. The Evangelift Mattbtw is very par- 
icular in relating the preparations for, the beginning, procefs, 
md iifue of this glorious and important combat, 
. " Then was Jesus led up of the fpirit into' the wilder- 
Oiifs, to be tempted of the devil.'' In. the clofe of the fore- 
going chapter we are told, that the blcfTed jEaus had been, 
publicly baptized, and was alfo folemnly inaugurated to his 
mediatorial office, by the opening of the heavens, by the Spi- 
rit of God defcending on him like a dove, and by a voice 
from heaven, faying, *^ This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well-pleafed ;" and then it was, when he came from the 
folemn ordinance of baptifm ; when he was about to (hew 
btmfelf openly unto Ifrael ; when he was full of the Holy 
Ghoft {Luke iv. i.) ; even then was he led, with a holy un- . 
oonftratned violence, as a champion into the field, to engage 
an enemy, whom he was fure to conquer. But whither is 
diis conqueror led ? Into a lonefome, wide, howling wilder- 
sefs : probably, fays Mr. Henry, into the great wildernefs of \ 
Sraiof ; a wildernefs, not only lonefome, but inhabited by 
vild beads. Mark i. 13. Hither was our Lord led, not 
Uily that he might prepare himfelf by retirement and prayer, 
3Ut alfo that he might be alone, and thereby give Satan all 
:be advantages he could defire. In this combat, as well as 
:bat of his laft agony, ^^ of the people, there was to be none 
jritb him.'' Neither does he concent himfelf with praying, 
but he fafts alfo, and that '* forty days and forty nights," 
[ver* 2.) : as Mi^ and Elias had done, many years before, 
it may be, in the very fame place. AH thefc fafts were mira- 
culous; and therefore, though we are taught hereby, that 
rafting is a chriftian duty, yet, to pretend, in an ordinary 
way, to imitate them, by fafting for fo long a term together, 
is no doubt fuperftitious, prefumptuous, and finful : but few 
people, I believe, need fuch a caution. 

During thefe forty days, we may fuppofe, our Lord felt 
na hunger : converfe with heaven, to him was inftead of 
meat and drink ; but ^^ afterwards he was an hungered ;'* 
exceedingly fo, no doubt. And now, the important fight be« 
gins. For, then '* the tempter," emphatically fo called, be- 
^ufe he firft tempted our firft parents to fin, and hath ever 
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fince been unwearied in tempting their defcendants; then the 
tempter, who in an invifible manner had been attacking our 
Ucfled Lord all the whole forty days, when he faw him hun- 
gering, and in fuch diftreffing circumftances, came to him, as it 
Ihould feem, in a viiible fhape, and probably transformed into 
the appearance of an angel of light. And what does be tempt 
him to ? To nothing lefs, than to doubt of his being the Son 
of Gqd." <' If thou be the Son of God." What ! put an if 
to this, Satan, after the glorious Jesus had been proved to.be 
GoD^s fon, and repeatedly too in fuch a glorious manner? 
Surely, thou thyfelf couldft not but fee the heavent opened, 
and the Spirit dsfccnding \ furely, thou didft hear the voice 
that came to him from heaven, immediaiely after his baptifm, 
Uyin^> *^ This is my belo\ed Son :" And doA thou now fay 
ii;uo him, ** If thou be the Srn of God.** Yes; but Satin 
knc\\\ ai.d believed he was full well ; but he wanted to make 
ou: Lord to doubt of it. And why ? Becaufe he was in 
fuch a melar.choly utua:ion. As though he had faid, " If 
God was thy father, he would never fuffer thee to ftanreto 
dfjxh in a howling wilderncTs, among wild beafts. Suivly, 
the \o:cc thou larciy diott hear^ w£s only a delu&on. If thou 
w^ii the Son of God, efpecial y his beloveJ Son, ia whom he 
W4< fv> pleaded ^ thou woul J:t he taicen more care of by him." 
'l>.u$ be attacked our firtt parents, by fuggeAin|: to them hard 
tb.Nu^hts c:' :hf :r ail-bour.tifi-i Creator : *' Yea, hath God 
Uw.^ Yc ihaii not Cit of crenr ir« in the garden :" ** Hath 
h? p'acr*i \x>a amiJtt ijch a v^r?erir or Jeiicicus fruits, only CO 
ti-ATi- ar J irsikf }vu m^fcrab'c : " Ar.G bo* anfullT now does 
hr '..h. u: lo r::r.v:2:e h.nri":!: into our Load's ^fiecKons, « 
hr :. rr. v^•o r,^ -ir^rir'iK ;.:0.i<.lf wiih cur firti parent*, " If 
t,".*^ rr :-.c ^.^■; ot" Os'^r, :"*y5 he, o^-n^f. prcve it, br com- 
r^iiv r.p :.^r.* n.-os? ^s 1*;.:^^^ .■^:' vh :^, prc&ablr, lay very 
j;cii ' ;,* .^r iviir b-r*^ : tr.> ^.\i icnTv.y.flrarc :hv dinnitr, 
r. -,' ■.' -.c :^i r-:"/^ ivcrcJUrr i: :rjr ftnje lioe." Thus, as 
^.^ :: ". > y ^xy.r^: rrrrr:i:!,'n*, 5^:ir w:»:. i fi.a appear to be his 
> i \ K ..-,: • :; v! , ,'^-: ;^^ r.o v /• r r .« i ji- inrourii tbeciigiufed 
rr ^ • .■■• r. ^ trrj.— ;: ; ir^ .-rr::- .- ~ i-:htr to *::ftriiA his 
. :/ iv.- : ^I'^i: ,- -. :'i o- r Ti..: ., .-^r ::* wr : c a rr .rzc'c to 
. • * - -^ ; \ .:-r ,iv . - ;:.: .-'r^::. ^ :nr.:.ir: hrr.idtSse 
i. . -*■■ <-o-.^ M ,* ^*:: n'^ri.^-., c; . :: i**: T.t\t 3*Je t^f ofa 
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dioufand' other ways, yet anfwers him with a text of fcrlpturet 
M It is written, that man (hall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of Goo." This 
is. a quotation from Deuteronomy viit. 3, and contains a reafen 
given by the great God, why he chofe to. feed the IfraeHtos 
with manna j that they nriight learn thereby, man doth not 
Ijve by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God. This our blcfled Lord here applies to him- 
felf ; and his being in th^ wiidernefs, made the application of it 
ftill more pertinent. Ifrael was God's fon ; out of Egypt was 
he csiUed to fojourn in the wilderness,' where he was miracu- 
lopfly /upported. And therefore- our Lord, knowing that 
he was typJfied hy this Ifrael^ and that, like them, he was 
now in a wildernefs, quotes this fcripture as a reafon why he 
ihould i|Qt, at Satan's fuggeftion, either defpair of receiving 
help from his Father in his prefent circumfiances, or diftruft 
th^ validity of his lat^ man itieftat ions, or makci ufe of any un-- 
warrantable means for his prefent relief. For'as God was his 
father, he would, therefore, eitlier in an ordinary way fpread^ 
a table for him in the wildernefs, or fupport and fuftain him,^ 
as he did. his Ifiael of old, in fome extraordinary way or other 
without it: ^^ For man ihall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.*' 

Thus is the tempter foiled in the fir ft onfet ; but he bath 
Other arrows in his quiver, with which he will farther ftrive 
to wound the immaculate Lamb of God. Since he cannot 
draw hih) in either to diftruft, or defpair, he will now try if 
he cannot prevail on him to prefume. In order to cft'ed this, 
" He taketh the bleffed Jesus up into the. Holy City," or 
Jerufalem^ called by our Saviour, the city of the Great King, 
and here called holy, becaufe the holy temple was in it, and, 
we would hope, many holy people. This was a populous 
place, and therefore, would greatly befriend the devil's dcfign. 
And not only fo, but ^^ he fetteth him on a pinnacle," a 
battlement or wing, *' of the temple," the top of which was 
fo very high, that, as Jofiphus obferves, it would make a 
man's head run giddy to look down from it. And fome 
think this was done at the time of public worthip. How the 
holy Jesus fuffered himfelf to be taken hither; whether he 
^a^ tranfportcd through the air, or whether he followed Satan 

on 
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fince been unwearied in tempting their defcendants; then the 
tempter, who in an invifible manner had been attacking our 
Uefled Lord all the whole forty days, when he fawhim hun- 
gering, and in fuch diftreffing circumftances, came to him, as it 
Ihould feem, in a viiible fhape, and probably transformed into 
the appearance of an angel of light. And what does he tempt 
him to ? Ter nothing lefs, than to doubt of his being the Son 
of Gqd." " If thou be the Son of God." What ! put an if 
to this, Satan, after the glorious Jesus had beenprbved to.be 
God's fon, and repeatedly too in fuch a glorious manner? 
Surely, thou thyfelf couldft not but fee the heavpns opened, 
af)d the Spirit defcending ; furcly, thou didft hear the voice 
that came to him from heaven, immediately after his baptifm, 
faying, *^ This is my beloved Son :" And doft thou now Tay 
unto him, " If thou be the Son of God." Yes; but Satin 
knew, and believed he w^s full well ; but he Wanted to|nai» 
pur Lord to doubt of it. And why ? Bec4ure he was in 
fuch a melancholy fituation. As though \it had faid, << If 
God wa$ thy father, he would never fufFcr tjiec to ftarveto 
death in a howling wildernefsi among wild beafts. Surely, 
the voice thou lately didft hear, was only a delufion. If thou 
^aft the Son of God, efpecially his beloved Son, in whom ho 
lyas fo pleafed, thou wouldft be taken more care of by him." 
Thus he attacked our firft parents, by fuggeftiitg tQ them hard 
thoughts of their all-bountiful Creator : ^' Yea, hath God 
faid. Ye fhall not eat of every tree in the garden ? *' <« Hath 
he placed you amidft fuch a variety of delicipus fruits, only to 
teaze and make you miferable ? " And ho^ artfully now does 
he labour to infmuate himfcif into our Lord's afi^diom, as 
he then did to ingratiate himielf with our firft parents. " If 
thou be the Son of God, fays he, come, prove it, by com- 
manding thefe ftones (a heap of which, probably, lay very 
near) to be made bread: this will demonftrate thy divinity, 
and relieve thy prefling ncceffity at the fame time." Thus, as 
in all his other temptations, Satan would fain appear to be his 
very kind friend ; but the ho'y Jesus faw through thedifguifed 
enmity of his antagonift ; and fcorning either to diftruft his 
ijghteous Father on the one hand, or to work a miracle to 
pleafe and gratify the devil on the other, although he had the 
Spirit of Gpp without meafurc, and tpight have made ufe of a 
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dtoufand* other ways, yet anfwcrs him with a text of fcrlpture: 
M It is written, that man (hall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of Goo." This 
is. a quotation from Deuteronomy viit. 3, and contains a reafen 
given by the great God, why he chofe to feed the Ifraehies 
with manna; that they might le^rn thereby, man doth not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God. This our blefled Lord here applies to him«- 
f^f ; and his being in th^ wiidernefs, made the application of it 
ftill more pertinent. IfraeJ was God's Ton : out of Egypt was 
he oiUed to foJQurn in the wiiderneis, where he was miracu- 
loufly fupported. And therefore our LoRO, knowing that 
he was typified hy this Jfrael^ and that, like them, he was 
Qow in a wildernefs, quotes this fcripture as a reafon why he 
(hould not, at Saltan's fuggeftion, either defpair of receiving 
belp from his Father in his prefent circumfiances, or diftruft 
th^ validity of his lat^ maniFeftations, or make ufe of any un-- 
warrantable means for his prefent relief. For as God was his 
father, he would, therefore, either in an ordinary way fpread^ 
a table for him in the wildernefs, or fupport and fuftain him,^ 
as he did.his ^11^/ of old, in fome extraordinary way or other 
without it: ^^ For man ihall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.*' 

Thus is the tempter foiled in the firft onfet ; but he bath 
ether arrows ifi his quiver, with which he will farther ftrive 
to wound the immaculate Lamb of God. Since he cannot 
draw hih) in either to diftruft, or defpair, he will now try if 
he cannot prevail on him to prefume. In order to cffe& this, 
" He taketh the blefled Jesus up Into the. Holy City," or 
yerufakmj called by our Saviour, the city of the Great King, 
and here called holy, becaufe the holy temple was in it, and, 
we would hope, many holy people. This was a populous 
place, and therefore, would greatly befriend the devil's dcfign. 
And not only fo, but ^^ he fetteth him on a pinnacle," a 
battlement or wing, *^ of the temple," the top of which was 
fo very high, that, as Jofiphus obferves, it would make a 
man's head run giddy to look down from it. And fome 
think this was done at the time of public worfhip. How the 
holy Jesus fuffered himfelf to be taken hither; whether he 
|va^ tranfported through the air, or whether he followed Satan 
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/< cloud, fuch as that great deceiver could eafily frame and 
*Vput together^ the glorious and fplendid appearance of 
•^ princes, their robes and retinue, their equipage and^^life^ 
« guards ; the pomps of thrones and courts, and (lately pa« 
■<« laces; the fumptiious buildings in cities ; the gardens and 
*' fields ^bout the country feats, with the various inftances of 
*« their wealth, pleafure, and gaiety ; fo as might be moft 
*^ likely to ftrikc the fancy, and excite the admiration and 
*« affeflion. Such was this fhew." Our Saviour very wdl 
knew it, only lets Satan go to the full length of bis firing, 
that his vidory over him might be the more illuftrious. And 
now, fays the devil, " All thefe things (a mighty all indeed; 
a mere imaginary bubble !) will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 
down and worfhip me. He would fain have it taken for 
granted, that he had fucceeded in the two preceding temp- 
tations : " Come, thou feeft thou ^rt not the Son of Gon, 
or if thou art, thdii feett what an uakind Father he is j thou 
art here in a ftaryjng cpndition, therefore uke my advice^ 
difown thy relation to him, fet up for thyfelf, call nae father, 
^{k of me bleffings, and all thefe will I give thee ; while all 
tliat I defire in return,' is but a bow, only fall down and wor- 
ihip me." Here Satan difcovers himfelf with a witnefs : this 
was a defperatc parting flroke, indeed. It is now high time 
for thee, O thou enemy of fouls, to be commanded to de- 
part ! Filled with a holy refentment at fuch hellifh treat- 
ment, and impatient of the very thought of fetting up for 
himfelf, or alienating the leaft part of his heart and affcdiojis 
from his Father, or dividing them between his God and the 
world i ^^ Then faid Jesus unto him. Get thee hence, Sataja, 
(I know thee who thou art, under all thy difguifes) get thee 
hence, thou grand adverfary ; for it is written> Thou fbalt 
worfbip the Lord thy Gop, and him only (halt thou ferve : 
this is the great commandment of the law ; this is the com- 
mandment my Father gave unto his I/rael of o\dy and wouldft 
thou have me, who came to fulfil the law and the prophets, 
thus fhamefujly be a tranfgrefror of it ? Get thee hence, I 
will bear thy infolence no longer : thy other temptations 
were hellifh, like thyfelf, but thi^ intolerably fo : get thee 
therefore hence, Satan : my heavenly Father is the {yOR9 
|Dy GoDj^ and him only will I fervc." 

And 
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And now the battle is over : the important combat is ended ; 
Jesus hath won the field : Satan is routed and totally put to 
flight. " Then/' when the devil found that Jesus could 
wtthftand even the golden bait, the lufi: of theeye and pride of 
life, in the two laft, as well as the luft of the flefh in the firft 
temptation, defpairing of the leaft fuccefs, and quite ftunned 
with that all-powerful Get tbie hence ^ Satan^ ^* he leaveth 
him.*' 

Hell, we may well fuppofe, like the Philiftiries of old, was 
confounded, and gave a horrible groan, when they faw their 
great Goliahj in whom they had io long truftcd, thus fhamc* 
fully and totally defeated in no lefs than three pitched battles. 
The firft jfJam was attacked but once, and was conquered ^ 
but the fecond jfJam^ though thus repeatedly aflaulted, comes. 
aff without the leaft fin, not only conqueror, but more than 
conqueror. Think you not, that there was joy, joy unfpeak- 
ftble in heaven, upon this glorious occafion ? Think you not 
^hat the angels, thofe fons of God, and the multitude of the 
beavenly hoft, who (houted fo loud at our Lord's birth, did 
not repeat, if poffible, with yet greater extafy, that heavenly 
anthem, ** Glory be to God in the higheft." For a while 
they wer<5 only fpeftators, orders, we may fuppofe, being 
iffued out, that they fhould only wait around, but not relieve 
their praying, fafting, tempted Lord ; but now the reftraint 
is removed : Satan departs, and ^^ behold, angels came and mi* 
niftered unto him -" they came to adminifter to his bodily ne« 
ceffities, and to congratulate him upon the glorious and com* 
pleat vidory which he had gained : fome of them, it may be^ 
had done' this kind office for Elijah long ago ; and with un-» 
fpeakably greater joy, they repeat it to the Lord o^ Elijah 
now. His Father fends him bread from heaven ; and by thia 
lets him know, that notwithftanding the horrid temptation$ 
with which he had been attacked, he is his own. beloved fpQ, 
in and with whom he was well pleafed. 

And was there joy in heaven on this happy occafion ? 
What equal, and if pofllble, what infinitely greater joy ought 
there to be among the children of God here on earth ? For wc 
fliould do well to remember, that our blefied Lord in chii 
great fight with, and conqueft over the dragon, a£ied as a 
public perfon, as a federal bead of his mjrftical body th« 

church. 
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church, even^ the conmon reprcrentative of all believers. We 
may therefore from this blefied pafiage gather ftrong coofola- 
tions; fince by oar Lord's conqueft over Satan^ we are 
thereby aflured of our own, and in the mean while can apply 
to him as a compaflionate High- Pried;, who was in all things 
^ tempted as we are, that he might experimentally be eoabkd 
to fuccour us when we are tempted. 

Who, who after hearing of or reading this, can think them-* 
ielves hardly ufed, or utterly tail off by GoD^ becaufe they 
are tempted to felf-murder, blafphemy, or any other horrid 
and {hocking crhnes i Who can wonder at wave beii^ per- 
mitted to come upon wave, and one trial to follow upon the 
back of another i Who can admire, that Satan f(rilow» them 
fto holy ordinances, and tempts them to doubt of the reslity 
of all their manifeilations, and of their being God's childr^Of 
even after they have enjoyed the moft intimate and delightful 
communion with their heavenly Father ? Was not our Lord 
treated thus i And '^ (ball the fervant be above bis Lord, 
or the diiciple above his Mafter f " Uo; it is fufficient d»t 
the fervant be as his Lord, and the difcipie as his Matter. 

But not to dwell on a general improvement, let us fee what 
particular leiTons may be learned from this afFeding portion of 
holy writ. 

And Firjl^ was our Lord thus violently befet in the 
wtldernefs ? then we may learn, that however profitable 
folitude and retirement may be, when ufed in due feafon, yet 
when carried to an extreme is hurtful, and rather befriends 
than prevents temptation. Woe be to him that is thus alwayii 
i;alone ; for he hath not another to lift him up when he failed)) 
' for to advife with when he is tempted. As a hermit in America 
f jnce told me, when I afked him whether he found that way of 
1 ife lefTened his temptations ; ^' Doft not thou know, friend, 
*' (faid he) that a tree which grows by itfclf, is more cxpofed 
<^ to winds and ftorms than another that ftands furrounded 
••' with other trees in the woods ?" Our LolftD knew tbis^ 
and therefore he was led by the Spirit into the wilderniefs to 
be tempted of the devil. Lord, keep us from leading our* 
i elves into this temptation, and fuccour and fupport us when- 
•jver led by thy providence into it! Then^ and then only, flxall 
we be fafc amidft the fiery darts of the grand enemy of oirf 

fouls. 

Stcondlff 
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Secondly^ Did our Lord by prayer, fafttng, and Uaiptation, 
prepare hirofelf Ibr his public mintftry i Surely then, all thofe 
who profefs to be inwardly moved by the Holy Ghofl to take 
.upon them the office and adminiftration of the church, (hould 
be prepared in the fame manner. For though the knowledge 
,of books and men, are good in their places, yet without a 
knowledge of Satan's devices be fuperadded, a minifter will 
be only like a phyfician, that undertakes to prefcribe to fick 
people, without having ftudied the nature of herbs. And 
hence, it is to be feared, many heavy laden and afHi<3ed fouls 
.have been fent by certain minifters, to furgeons,.to be blooded 
.in the arm, .inftead of being direded to apply to the blood df 
Christ to cleanfe their hearts. Hence, conviction is lookdd 
.upon as a delirium, and violent temptations cenfured as down- 
right madnefs. Hence, fouls that are truly and earnefily re* 
penting of their. fins, and as earneftly feeking after reft in 
Christ, have been dire<Sed to plays, novels, romances, and 
merry company, to divert them from being righteous over- 
much. Miferable comforters are fuch blind guides! Surely, 
they dcferve no better titles than that of murderers 0/ fouls/ 
They go not into tha kingdom of heaven themfelves, and 
thofe who are entering in they would by this means hinder. 
Go not afjter them, all ye young men who would be able mi- 
nifters of the New Teftament ; but on the contrary, if you 
would be ufeful in binding up the broken hearted, and pour- 
ing the oil of confolation into wounded fouls, ^prepare your- 
felves for manifold temptations. For as L,utbir fays, ^' prayer 
*< and meditation, reading and temptation, make a minifter." 
If now exercifed with fpiritual conflids, be not difheartened, 
it is a good (ign that our Lord intends to make ufe of you. 
Being thus tempted like unto your brethren, you will be the 
better enabled to fuccour and advife thofe who fhall apply to 
you. under their temptations. What fays the apoflle Paul? " If 
we are afflided, it is for your fake." An^ if you are aiHided, 
it is only that you may fave your own fouls, and help to fave 
the fouls of thofe who fhall be committed to your charge. Be 
firong therefore in the grace which is in Christ Jesus, and 
learn to endure hardnefs, like good foldiers, that are hereafter 
to inftrudt others how they muft light the good iigbt of faith. 

Thirdlyy 
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Thirdly^ Did the tempter come to Christ when htM 
bifti an hungered ? Let thofe of you that are reduced to a low 
eftate, from hence learn, that an hour of poverty is an hour 
of temptation, not only to murmuring and doubting of cor' 
fonfiiip and the divine favour, but alio to help ourfelves Iqr 
unlawful means. '* If thou be the Son of GoD, faid Satao^ 
command that thefe ftoncs may be made bretfd." This ii 
what Agur dreaded, ** left I be poor and fteal." Learn, yie 
godly poor, to be upon your guard, and remember that po- 
verty and temptations are no marks of your being caft off 
by God. Your Lord was an hungered ; your Lord wib 
tempted on this account to doubt his fonlhip, before yov^ 
Learn of him not to diftruft, but rather to truft in your hea- 
venly Father. Angels came and miniftered unto Christ; 
and he who is Lord of the angels, will fend {omt kind 
mefienger or another to relieve your wants. Youf ejctrtoity 
{hall be the Redeemer's opportunity to help you. Make yoir * 
wants known unto him, he careth for you. Though ini 
defart, though no vifible means appear at prefent, yef joa 
{ball in God's due time find a table fpread for you and yeonr 
*< For man doth not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." 

And may not fuch among you, who are exalted, as well is 
tbofe who are brought low, from Satan's uking the LoKD 
JbsuS) and placing him upon a pinnacle of the temple^ leva 
alfo a leflbn of holy watchfulnefs and caution^ High phcei 
are flippery places, and are apt to make even the flroogeft 
heads and moft devout hearts to turn giddy. How necefiafj 
therefore is that excellent petition in our Litany^ *^ in all 
time of our wealth, (as well as in all time of our tribulatiofi) 
good Lord deliver us !" Agreeably to this, Jgur prayi u 
much againft riches as poverty ; if he was poor, he feared he! 
Ihould be tempted to fteal, if rich, that he {hould truft in 
uncertain riches, and fay, who is the Lord? 

I charge, therefore, all of you, who are rich and Mgh ift dui 
world, to watch and pray, left ye fall by Satan's temptaOM' 
Thofe efpecially of you, that are placed as on the pinnacle b( 
the temple, exalted above your fellows in the church of Goi>i 
take heed in an efpecial manner unto yourfelves, left by fpifi- 
tual pride, vanity, or any other fin that doth moft eafiily belet 
3 ■ perfosii 
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perfons in fuch eminent ftations, ye caft yourfelves down, Thii 
is what Satan aims at. He drives to make us dcftroyers of 
ourfelves* And he hath a particular enmity agiiinft fuch as 
you J he knows, that your name is Legion; and that if you 
caft yourfelves down, he fhall gain a great advantage over 
many others j you cannot fall alone.. O that it may. be faid 
of us, as the papifts ufed to fay of Luther, " That Germqri 
" beaft doth not love gold.*' May the fire of divine love burn 
up all the love of this j)iefcnt evil world, and pride of life,= 
out of your hearts! This, Satan referved for his laft^ as Lhink- 
ing it was the moft powerful and prevailing temptation, *' He 
took our Lord up into an exceeding high mountain, and 
Slewed him all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of 
them." He cares not how high he exalts us^ or how high 
he is obliged to bid, fo he can but get our hearts divided be- 
tween God and the world. All this will he offer to give us, 
if we will only fall down and worfibip him. Arm us, dear 
Lord Jesus, with thy Spirit, and help us under all fuch cir- 
Cumftances, to learn of thee, and fay unto the tempter, " Get 
thee hence^ Satan ; for it is written, thou (halt worfhip the 
Lord thy God, and him only (halt thou ferve.'* 

Fourthly^ Whether befet with this or any other temptation^ 
let ail of us learn of our LokD to fight the devil with the 
fword of the Spirit, which is the word of Gop. Though be 
had the Spirit without meafure, yet he always made ufe of 
this.^ We may fay of it, as David did of Goliah^s fword^ 
V none like this," none like this. And fuppofitjg Satan (Jioiild 
be peritiitted to transform himfelf into ah angel of light, and 
t)y falfe imprefRons, and delufive applications of mifquoted 
texts, attempt to turn this weapon upon us againft ourftlves; 
let us not therefore be prevailed on to let go^ but by compar- 
ing fpiritual things With fpiritual, as our Lord did, find out 
GoD*s mind and our duty. Had Christ's children and mi- 
nifters only obferved this one leiTon, how much ftrange fir^ 
Would quickly have been extiriguiihed ? How rhuch real en- 
thufiafm been eafily flopped? how many imaginary reveUtions 
iiave been dete£led ? hoW many triumphs of Satan and his 
finiflaries been prevented ? and how ixiuth more would the 
roniforts of Christ's people and minifters been continued 
ind increafed, not only in this prefent^ but alfo in every ag€J 
VoL.V. 6 of 
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of the chriftian church i But let us not be difcouraged or 

think worre of Christ, his caufe, or his word, beosbife 

through Saun's fubtlety, any of us, or others, may have been 

drawn in to make fome wrong applications of it; others have 

been thus tempted and miftaken before us. However, let lit 

be humbled before God and man, and be excited by our paft 

Ignorance of Satan's devices, to adhere more dofely to the 

written word, and to pray more earneftly for God's holy Spi- 

' rit to give us direSion by it. ^^ Then will it ftill be a laH- 

thorn unto our feet, and a light unto our paths ;" we Aall yet 

be enabled to behave more fkilfully under all our future trials* 

Many we muft yet expe£t ; nay, perhaps our fevereft teoy- 

tations are yet to come; Satan left our Lord, after bis it- 

tacking him in the wilderncfs, •* only for a fcafoo," as St. 

Luh has it, until the feafon of his death and paffion. And 

thus he may be permitted to deal with us. We are not yet 

come to our com pleat reft ; the King of terrors is yet to be 

grappled with, and the valley of the (hado^ of death to te 

fz&d through ; long before that, we may be call^ to eodurc 

many a fiery trial, and be befet with mantfold temptadoos, Vi 

under which we may be ;is ignorant how t9 bebave, as undbr k 

thofe with which we have already been vifited. Alas! fc 

Jcnow not what remaining corruptions are in our beartS) 

which time and temptation may draw out and difcover. Per« 

haps Satan hath not yet attacked us on our weakeft fide) 

when he does, if left to ourfelves, how weak (ball we be? 

It is faid of JcbilliSy that he was invulnerable, except in the 

heel, and by a wound in that, at laft he died. Let not Vmy 

therefore, that putteth on the harnefs, boaft as though be bid 

' put it off." Neither, on the other hand, let os be fiulft* 

hearted or difmayed. Satan may tempt, but cannot' foroe'i 

he may fift, but Christ will pray. He who hath helped us 

' already, will help us to the end. He who conquered' Ibr iu 

' in the wildernefs, will ere long make us alfo more tliaii cold- 

querors over all trials and temptations, inward and outwirif 

' and over death and hell itfelf, through his almighty, everlift- 

ing, and never- failing love. We now fow in tdirs ; ill a very 

little time, and we (hall reap with joy : we tnay now gd on 

our way weeping, by reafon of the enemy oppreffing us ; but, 

belong, angels (hall be fent, not tominifter tQ us in this 
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irwiiderners, but to carry us to an heavenly Canaan^ even to 
AbrabanCs bofom. Then (hall we fee this accufer and tempter 

* of our Lord, of our brethren, a>nd of ourfelves, caft out : 
this wicked one, as well as the wicked world, and wicked 
heart, will no more be permitted to vex, diflurb or annoy 
us. 

; •• But woe unto you that laugh now ; for you fhall then 
lament and weep." Woe unto you, who either believe there 
b no devil, or never felt any of his temptations. Woe unto 
' you that are at eafe in Zion^ and inftead of ftaying to be 
tempted by the devil, by idlenefs, felf-indulgencc, and making 
continual provifion for the flcfh, even tempt the devil to tempt 
you. Woe unto you, who not content with finning your- 
fclves, turn fadlors for hell, and make a trade of tempting 

• others to fm. Woe unto you, who either deny divine reve- 
lation, Or never make ufe of it but to fcrvc a bad turn. Woe 

. nmo you who fell your confciences, and pawn your fouls for 
t little worldly wealth or honour. Woe unto you who climb 
Up to high places, when in church or ftate, by corruption, 
^bribery, extortion, cringing, flattery, or bowing down to, and 
foothing the vices of thofe by whom you expert to rife. Woe 
Unto you I for whether you will own the relation or not, 
furely you are of your father the devil j for the works of your 
father you will do ; I tremble for you. How can you efcape 
the damnation of hell. 

But I have not time to follow fuch as you any farther. 
This difcourfe, and the prefent frame of my mind, lead me 
tather to fpeak to thofe, who by feeling Satan's fiery darts, 
know afluredly that there is a devil. Comfort thou, comfort 
thou, thefe afflicted ones, O I40RP. O thou all-merciful and 
fU-bountiful God, and thou compaiHpnate High-Priefl, thou 
once tempted, but now triuitiphant Saviour, as thou once didft 
not difiiain to be miniftered unto by angels, blefs we pray the^ 
Ais difcourfe, to the fupport and ftrengthening of thy tempted 
|»eople, though delivered by the mcstneft mefibnger thou didff 
piet yet employ in thy church ! 

I add no mor^. The Lori> blefs you and keep jfm I The 
LoltD tifc up the light cf bis countenance, ftaUifli, ftreng-- 
Chen^ and fettle you, and bring you to his eternal kingdoin 1 

Sa SERMON 
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SERMON XVIIL 

The Heinous Sin of Pi-ofane Curfing and 
Swearing* 



Matthew V, 34, 
£«/ I fay unto you^ Swear not at alt. 

AMONG the many heinous fins for which this nation i| 
grown infamous, perhaps there is no one more crying^ 
but withal more common, than the abominable cuflom of pro- 
fane fwearing and curling. Our ftreets abound with pcrfons 
of all degrees and qualities, who are continually provoking 
the holy one of Ifrael to anger, by their deteftable oaths and 
blafphemies : and our very children, ** out of whofe mouths," 
the pfalmift obferves in his days^ «* was pcrfefled praife," arc 
now grown remarkable for the quite oppofite ill quality of 
curfing and fwearing. This cannot but be a melancholy 
profpeft, for every fincere and honeft miniftcr of Jesu3 
Christ, to view his fellow-creatures in 5 and fuch as will 
put him on contriving fome means to prevent the fpreading 
at lead: of fo growing an evil ; knowing that the Lord (with- 
out repentance) will afluredly vifit for thefe things. Bi«t alas I 
what can he do ? Public animadveriions are fo negle^ed 
gmongft us, that we feldom find a common fwearer puoifhcd 
as the laws direct. ^And as for private admonition, men a^t 
now fo hardened through the deceitfulnefs of fin, that to ^i'v^ 
them fober and pious advice, and to {hew them the evil or 
theif,doings, is but like " cafting pearls before f\yine ;, .tbpj^ 
only turn again and rend you/' Since matters then are come 
to this pafs, all that we can do is, that as We are appointed 
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atchmen and ambafiadors of the Lord^ it is our dut^r from 
mc to time to fhew the people their tranfgreffion, and warn 
liem of their fin ; fo that whether they will hear, or whether 
bey will forbear, we however may deliver our own fouls. 
That I therefore may difcharge my duty in this particular, 
five me leave, in the name of God, humbly to offer to your 
noft ferious confideration, fome few obfervations on the 
Rrords of the text, in order to Ihew the heinoufnefs of profane 
'urfing and fwearing. 

But, before I proceed direflly to the profecution of this 
3oint, It will be proper to clear this precept of our Lord 
Tom a mifreprefentation that has been put on it by fome, 
nrho infer from hence, that our Saviour probibits fwearing 
before a magiftrate, when required *on a folemn and proper 
occafion. But that all fwearing is nat^abfolutely unlawful 
Tor a chriftian, is evident from the writings of St. Paul^ whom 
^ often find upon fome folemn occafionj^ ufing feveral forms 
of imprecation, as, " I call God to witnefs j" ** God is 
i»y judge j" " By your rejoicing in Christ Jesus," and 
Tuch like. And that our Saviour does by no means forbid 
fwearing before a magiftrate, ih the words now before us, 
i« plain, if we confider the fcope and defign he had in view, 
Vrben he gave his difciplcs this command. Permit me to ob- 
Icrvc to you then, that our bleffed matter had fet himfelf, from 
the zyth verfe of the chapter, out of which the text is taken, 
to vindicate and clear the moral law from the corrupt glofTec 
and mifconftruflion of the Pharifeesj who then fat in Moffs\ 
bbair, but were notorioufly faulty in adhering too cipfely to 
the literal expreifion of the law, without ever confidering the 
due extent and fpiritual meaning pf it. Accordingly they 
imagined, that becaufe God had faid, ^^ Thou (halt not com- 
mit adultery," that therefore, fuppofing a perfon was not 
guilty of the very aft of adultery, he was not chargeable with 
the breach of the fevcnth commandment. And likewife in 
the matter of fwearing, becaufe God had forbidden his people, 
in the books of Exodus and Deuteronomy^ ** to take his name 
in vain," or to fwear falfely by his name; they therefore 
[odged it lawful to fwear by any creature in common difcourfe, 
fuppofing they did not direftly mention the name of God. 
piur blefled Saviour therefore, in the words now before us, 
S 3 redl^^es 
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reSiiies this their rnldake about fwearing^ as he'hzd- iotttim 
lEe verfes immediately foregoing, concerning adultery, aad 
tclU the people, that whatever allowances the Pharijus might 
give to fwear by any creature, yet \\t pronounced it abfdutelf 
unlawful for any of his followers to do fo. ^^ You have hiardi' 
that it has been faid by them of old time," (namely, bf tht' 
Pbarifiii and teachers of the Jnuijh law) •< Thou fiialt noC 
forfwear thyfelf, but perform unto the Lord thine oathi^ 
but I fay unto you," (I who am appointed by the Father ti^ 
be the great prophet and true law^-giver of bis. cbuicfa) 
^< Swear not at all, (in your common converfation) neitha 
by heaven for it is God's throne; (and therefore to fwear b)| 
that, is to fwear by Him that fi^s (hereon) neither by dw 
earth, for it is his foot-ftool $ nor by Jnufalim^ for it i4 thi 
city of the great King \ neither ihalr thou fwear by thy bet'* 
becaufe thou canft not make one hair white or black: btfl 
let your communications (which plainly (hews, than Chrbt 
is here fpeaking of fwear ing, not before a magiflr^lo, but ia 
common converfation) let your communicatioii* be- yea, yea) 
nay, nay, (a ftrong afErmation or negation at tlie moA) ; for 
whatfoever is more than this, cometh of evil ;" that is, cometh 
from an evil principle, from the evil one, the devil, the au- 
thor of all evil. 

Which by the way, methinks, (hould be a caution to all 
fuch perfons, who, though not guilty of fwearing in the groft 
fenfe of the word, yet atteft the truth of what they are fpeak* 
ing of, though ever fo trifling, by faying. Upon my Mfe,<i-« 
I live,-^by my faith,*^by the heavens, and fuch like: wliick 
cxprei&ons, however harmlefs and ipnocent they may be 
eftecraed by fome forts of people, yet are the very oath» which 
our blefied Lord condemns in the words immediately follont- 
ing the text ; and perfons who ufe fuch unwafrantable foroB 
of fpeaking, muft exped: to be convified and condtened » 
fwearers, afi our Saviour's fecend coming to judge tbi 
world. 

But to return : It appears then froafi the whole tiencur of oar 
Saviour's difeourfe, that in theworde of the text he does by 
no means difajHiul or forbid fwearing before a magifltaie 
(which, as might eafily be ihewny iS) both lawful and : nceef- 
fary) but only prof^uie (wearing i» common conytiffationi 
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di#liktilbttftie{s and finfulnefs of which I' come liov, aibre' 

iBlfliedkitdy to lay before you. 
- And'hercf, not to mention that it is a dired breiK^h of our 

'lleffisd' iiiafter'9 and great law-glverV command in the words? 
dtfUttexty as-likev^ife of the third commandment, wherein 
OOD |K>fitiveIy declares^ *< he will not hold him guiltlefr 
(riuidia; willaflbrc^ly punifh him) that taketh his name in' 
vain :" not to mention that it is the greateft abuie of that* 
flbUe fikculty of fpeech) whereby we are dillinguiihed from 
tke bmte creation ; of the great has^ard the common fwearer 
iMii»*of being perjured'fome time or other: not to mention^ 
Aofo reafons againft it, which of themfdves would abundantly^ 

piDVB the folly and finfulnefs of fwearing : I fliall at this* ttme- 

Osiitent myfelf With inftancing four particulars,. which' highly 

ffggravvte the crime of profane fwearing,. and chofe arc fuch' 

UtilbUow; 

; £> Firfii, Beciaufe'there is no temptation in nature te tbis^ 
fin, nor does the conimiffion of it aiFord the offender the* 
. leaft pleafure or fatisfaiftion. 

tt: Secondly'^ Becaufe it is a fin which may be fo often to* 
pfcatcd. 

III. Thirdly^ Becaufe it hardens infidels againft the chrif- 
t tiaa religion^ and muft give great c^ence, and occafion' 
much forrow and concern to every true difciple'of Jesu^* 
Christ. 

■ TV'. Pourtbiy^ Becaufe it' is an extremity of fin, which' can 
Only be niatched'in helh 

li Thefiirft-reafoh tben^ why fwearing in cpmmon con* 
veriation is fo heinous in Goo*s fight, and why we fhould 
Bot fwear at all, is, becaufe it has no temptation in nature, 
por does the commiffioh of it, unlefs a man be a devi) 
incarnate, aiFord the offender the leaft pleafure or fatis-> 
fa&ion. ' 

' Now here, I prefume, we may lay it down as a maxim 
iftlvetfally agfeed on, that the guilt'df any crime is increafed 
vfeflentd in proportion to the wtaknefir of ftrength of the 
fifnptatioiif by vrhicb a perfon iscairiedto the commiflfon off 
S 4' it. 



it. It;was this confidtration that extenuated itnd dimbiiftitd;Al 

guilt o( Saul's taking upon him to ofier facrificc before the Pro? 
phct Samuel came ; and of Uzza*s touching the ark, bectoTe 
it was in danger pf falling : as, on the contrary, what fo highly 
^gravatcd the difobedience of our firft parents, ^nd of l^t 
.wife, was, becaufe the former had fo little reafpn to eat.the 
forbidden fruit, and the latter fo fm^U 9 temptation to look 
back on Sodom^ 

And. now if this be granted, fiareiy the common fvrevef 
inuft of all fmners be the moft without excufi?, . fmce there i» 
no manner of temptation in nature to the commiffion of his 
crime. In mod of the other conimands, perfons, perhaps, may 
plead the force of natural inclination in excufe for the breach 
of them : one, for inftance, may allcdge his ftrong propeniity 
to anger,, to excufe his breaking of the fixth :. another, his 
pronenefs to luft, for his violation of the fevcnth. Butfuidy 
the common fwearer has nothing of this kind to urge in his 
behalf: for though he may htive a natural inclination tbtbis 
or that crime, yet no man, it is to be prefumed, can fayj be 
is born with a fwearing conftitution* 

But farther. As there i$ no temptation to it, fo there i#po 
pieafure or profit to be reaped From the commiffion of it. Afk 
the drunkard why he rifes up early to follow ftrong^ drink; and 
h^ will tell you, becaufe it affords his fenfual appetite feme 
kiird of pieafure and gratification, though it be nq higher than 
' that of a brute. Enquire of the covetous worldling, why he 
jdefrauds and over-reaches his neighbour, and hebasaaan- 
fwer ready; to enrich himfelf, and lay up goods for many years. 
Put it mu(r certainly puzzle the profane fwearer himfelf, to 
inform you what pieafure he reaps from fwearing : for alas! 
it is a fruitlefs tallelefs thing that he fells his foul for.* But 
indeed he does not fell it at all : in this cafe he prodigally 
gives it away (without repentance) to the devil; and partt 
with a blefied eternity, and runs into evcrlafting tormejdt, 
jpiierely for nothing. - 

II. But Secondly^ what increafes the heinoufnefs of profane 
{wearing, is, that it is a fin which may fo often be repeated. 

This is another confideration which always ferves to leflcn 

§r incrcafe the guilt and malignity of ^ny iii], . It was fomq 
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•tiicufe |pr the drunkennefs of Noah^ and the adultery otDaviJ^ 
that they committed thefe crimes but once :. as, on the con-i 
trary, of the patriarch Jbraham's diftruft of God^ that he re- 
peated the diffsmbling of Sarah to be his wife, two feveral 
times. And if this be admitted as an aggravation of other 
perfons crimes, furely much more fo of the guflt of common 
(wearing, becaufe it is a fin which may be, and is for the ge- 
nerality often repeated. In many other grofs fins it cannot 
' be fo : if a man be overcome in drink, there muft be a 
confiderable (ime ere he can recover his debauch, and ^Veturn 
to his cups 9g^in : or if he be accuftomed to profane the fab- 
Ijath, Jie cannot do it every day, but only one in feven. But 
9las ! the profane fwearer is ready for another oath, almoft be- 
fore the found of the firft is out of our ears : yea, fome double 
^d treble them rn one fentence, even fo as to confound the 
"fenfe of what they fay, by an horrid din of blafphemy ! Nov 
If the great and terrible Jehovah has exprefly declared that he 
yrill not hold him guiltlefs, that is, will afiuredly punifh him^ 
that taketh his name but once in vain : what a vaft heap of 
thefe heinous fins lies at every common fwearer's door ! It 
would be apt to fink him into an intolerable defpair, did he 
but fee the whole fum of them. And O what a feared con- 
science muft that wretch have, (hat does not feel this prodi- 
4gious weight ! 

. III. But Thirdly^ what makes the fin of profane'fwearing 
j^pear yet more exceeding fmful, is, that it hardens infi<leU 
9gainft the chriAian religion. 

It is the Apoftle PeUrh advice to the married perfons of his 
time, that they (hould walk as became the gofpel of Christ, 
that thofc who were without, might be* won to embrace the 
" chriftian religion, by feeing and obferving their pious conver- 
fation coupled together with fear. And what the Apoftle prefTes 
on married perfons^ we find el fewhere enjoined on each parti- 
cular member of the church. Accordingly we are commanded 
by our bleflFed Lord, to " let our light fo (hine before men, 
that they may fee our good works, and glorify our Father 
Which is in heaven :" And the Apoftle Paul bids us " walk 
pircumfpedly towards them that are without, redeeming. the 
lime ^" that i^^ embracing all opportunities to do them good, 

H becaufe 
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" heczuk the days arc evil.*' But alas ? in what a dircff 
^ontradiflion docs the profane Twcarer live to this and fucfci^ 
like precepts, who, inftcad of gaining profelytes to Cnicnf 
from the unbelieving part of the world, does all he can to op-' 
j^ofe it ! For how cart it be expffted, that infidels fhontf 
honour our God, when chriftians thcmfelvcs dcfpife him;; 
or that any fhoiild embrace our religion, when «proiefrofir 
of it thcmfclves make fo light of one of its flxidbft com* 
rtiands ? No ; to our grief and fhame be it fpokcn, it is Ijy 
rtafon- of fuch impieties as thefe, that our holy religion (tW 
beft and pureft in itfclf ) is become a by-word among the hfet-' 
then ; that the facrcd authority of thfe holy Jesus and bit 
doftrine is dcfpifcd ; and ** God's name (as it is vttitten) 
Mafphemcd among- the Gentiles.** 

Thefe cannot but be fad ftumbling-blockis and oflbnces'illf 
the way of our brethren's converfion : " But woe be to thorf 
wen by whom fuch offences come." We may fay of them, as 
our blcffcd Lord d\& of Jutias, " It had been better for fiicK 
men, that they had never been born :" Or, as he threatths irt 
another place, '* It ihall be more tolerable for SodonrzndGf^ 
morrab in the day of judgment, thah for fuch'finndts;** 

But this is not alt ; Asr profane fwetirfng muft undoubtedly 
harden thofe in their infidelity, that are without, fo' moft it 
Ho lefs grieve and give great offence to thofe honeft and fincerS 
perfons that are within the church. We hear of DavicFt 
complaining and crying out, ** Woe is mc, that I amr con- 
ftrained to dwell with Mefechy and to have my habkaticid 
amongft the tents of Kedar ;" that is, that he was obliged td 
live and converfe with a people exceedingly wicked' and pro- 
fane. And St. Peter tells us, that ^' Lot's righteous foul was 
grieved, day by day, whilfl he faw and obferved the ungodly 
converfation of tlie wicked." And no doubt it was- one g^ett 
part of our blcfTed Mafl^r's fufFerings whilfl on earthy that be 
was compelled to converfe with a wicked- and perverfe genera- 
tion) and to hear his heavenly Father's facred name pro&ned 
and fcofFed at by unrighteous and wicked meii. Andfurelyit 
cannot but pierce the heart of every true and fmcere chriftian, of 
every one that does in anymeafure partake of the fpirit.of his 
Moiter, to hear the multitude of oaths and curfes which po* 
ceed daily and hourly out of the mouths of laany people^ and 

thofe 



[ 2«5 3 

tliofe t(xr, wfaoAi Kbend educationiy smd leeaiing regard for the. 

welfare of religion, one would thiak, flioald teach, them a 

more becoming behaviour. To hear the great and tsnible 

nAine of God polluted by men, which is adored by angels ;. 

and to confider bow often that facred name is. profaned ia; 

cpqamon difqourfc, which we are not worthy to mentioa: ia. 

our prayers : this, I fay, cannot but make each of them erf, 

out with holy Davidy <* Woe is me, that I am conftrained 

^a dwell with A^hfub^ and to have m^y habitation amongft the 

twts af Ktimr^^ And though the blafpbemous- and profane. . 

dtfcourfcs of others, will not be imputed to iincere perfons for. 

fio, fq long as they '^ have no fdlowfliip with fucb helliih. 

ifuits of darknefs, but rather reprove them;'' yet it will 

^atly enhance the prefent guilt, and fadly increafe the future, 

punifliment of every profane fwearer, by whom fuch offences- 

<KNne. For if, as our Saviour tells us, ^^ it bad been better 

for a man to have a milUftone tied about his neck, than- that 

he (hould offend one of his little ones, (that is, the weakeft 

of his difciples] how much forer punifliment will th^ be: 

thought worthy of,"- who not only caafe Goo's name to her 

l^afphemed among the Gintiles^ and the religion of our dear 

Kedeemer to be abhorred ; but who make, his faints to weep 

and mourn, and vex their righteous fouls from day to day^ by 

dieir ungodly, profane, and blafphemous converfation ? Surely^ 

as God will put the tears of the one into his bottle, fo it will 

be juft in him to punifli the other with eternal forrow, for dl 

tbek ungodly and hard fpeeches, and caft' them into a lake of 

fire and brimftone, where they (hall be glad of a drop of 

water to cool tbofe tongues, with which they have fo often 

Uafphemed the Lord of Hoils, and grieved the people of 

oar God. 

. IV. But it is time for me to proceed to give my Fourth 
and laft reafon, why common fwearingis fo exceeding finful ; 
end that is, fiecaufe it is fuch an extremity of fin, that can 
only be matched in hell, where all are defperate, and without 
hope of mercy. 

The damned devils, and damned fouls of men in' hell, may 

be fuppofed to rave and blafpbeme in their torments, becauft 

U)«y know that the chains wherein tfaey^ are held, can never be 

5 knocked 
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kniDclced off: but for men that fwim in the river of Gos'l 
goodnefs, whofc mercies are renewed to them every morning, 
i^nd who are villted with frefb token* of his infinite unmerited 
loving-kindnefs every moment : for thefe favourite creaturei 
to fet their mouths againft heaven, and to blafpheme a gra- 
ciouS) patient, all-bountiful God ^ is a height of fin which 
exceeds the blaclcnefs and impiety of devils and hdl itfelf. 

And now, after what has been here offered, to (hew the be!- 
noufnefs of profane curfing and fwearing in common conver- 
fation, may«I not very juftly addrefs myfelf to you in the 
words of the text, '' Therefore I fay unto you, -Swear not at 
all i" fince it is a fin that has no temptation in naturt, nor 
brings any pleafure or profit to the committer of it; finceit 
hardens infidels in their infidelity, and affords fad caufesof 
grief and lamentation to every honeft chriflian ; fince it is a 
fin that generally grows into a habit; and laftiy, fuch a fin 
that can only be matched in hell. 

I. And firii then, if thefe things be fo, and the fin of pro- 
fane fwearing, as hath been in fome meafure (hewn, is (b ex- 
ceeding finfut, what fhall we fay to fuch iiKihappy men, who 
think it not only allowable, but fafhionable and polite, to 
** take the name of Gop in vain ;*' who imagine that fwear- 
ing makes them look big among their companions, and really 
think it a piece of honour to abound in it ? But alas ! little 
do they think that fuch ap behaviour argues the greateft dege« 
neracy of mind and fool-hardinefs, that can poffibly be thought 
of. For what can be mqre bafe, than one hour to pretend to 
adore Gqp in public worfhip, and the very next moment to 
blai^heipe his name : indeed, fuch a behaviour, from perfons 
who deny the being of a God, (if any fuch fools there be) 
is not altogether fo much to be wondered at ; but for men, 
ipi'ho not only fubfcribe to the belief of a Deity, but likewife 
acknowledge him to be a God of infinite majefty and power ; 
for fuch men to blafpheme his holy name, by profane curfing 
and fwearing, and at the fame time confefs, that this very 
God has expressly declared, he will not hold him guiltlefs^ 
but will certainly and eternally punifh (without repentance) 
him that taketh his name in vain ; is fuch an infiance of fool- 
hard inefs, as well as bafcncfs, that can fcarcely be paralleled* 
This is what they piefume not to do in pcher cafes of left 

danger \ 
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danger : they Jare not revile a general at the head of his army,' 
-nor rouze a ikeping lion when within reach of his paw. And 
is the Almighty God, the great Jehovah, the everlafting 
King, who can confume them by the breath of his noftrils, 
and frown them to hell in an inftaftt ; is he the only con- 
temptible being in their account, that may be provoked with- 
out fear, and offended without punilhment ? ' No ; though 
God bear long, he will not bear always : the time will come, 
and that too^ perhaps, much fooner than fuch perfons may 
expe£l, when God will vindicate his injured honour, when 
he will lay bare his almighty arm, and make thofe wretches 
feel the eternal fmart of his juftice, whofe power and name 
they have fo often vilified and bjafphcmed. Alas ! what will 
become of all their bravery then ? Will they then wantonly 
fport with the name of their Maker, and call upon the King 
of all the earth to damn them any more in jeft ? No j their 
note will then be changed : indeed^ they ihall call, but it will 
be for " the rocks to fall on them, and the hills to cover 
them from the wrath of him that fitceth upon the throne, and 
from the Lamb for ever." It is true, time was when they 
prayed, though without thought, perhaps, for damnation both 
for themfelves and others : and now they will find their 
prayers anfwered. *' They delighted in curfing, therefore 
fhall it happen unto them 5 they loved not bleffing, therefore 
ihall it be far from them i they cloathed themfelves with cur- 
fing like as with a garment, and it (hall come into their bowels 
like water, and like oil into their bdnes." 

2., But farther, if the fin of fwearjng is fo exceeding hei- 
nous, and withal fo common, then it is every particular per- 
fon's duty, efpecially tbofe that are in authority, to do their 
utmoft towards difcountenancing and fupprefling fo malig- 
nant a crime. The duty we owe both to God and our 
neighbour, requires this at our hands : by the one we are 
obliged to afiert our Maker's honour ; by the other to prevent 
our neighbour's ruin : and it is but doing as we would be 
done by, and as we ourfelves aft in cafes of lefler confequencq. 
Were we to hear either our own or our friend's good name 
vilified and traduced^ we (hould think it our bounden duty to 
vindicate the wronged reputation of each : and (hall the great, 
terrible, and holy name of our befi and only friend, Q(ur|Ling9 

' ' our 
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our father, nay our God : Iball this be daily, oay every me- 
ment, defied and blafphemed ; and will no one dare to ftand up 
in defence of his honour and holiners ? Be aftoniflied, O hea« 
vena, at this ! No ; let us (corn all fuch bafe and tfeacberaas 
treatment : let us refolve to fupport the caufe of religion, and 
with a becoming prudent courage manifeft our seal for the 
honour of the Lord of Hofts, Men in authority bare dou« 
b!e the advantages of ordinary chriftians : their ^ery office 
jObews they are intended for the puniibment of eril doert. 
And fuch is the degeneracy of mankind, that the generality 
of them will be more influenced by the power of perfons in 
authority, than by the mod laboured exhortations from the 
pulpit. To fuch, therefore, if there are any here prefeot, I 
humbly addrefs myfelf, befeeching them, in the nanie of our 
Loud Jesus Christ, to do their utmoft to put a ftop ta^ 
and reftrain profane curfing and fwearing. And thou^ it 
' muft be confefied, that this is a work which requires a greit 
deal of courage and pains, yet they would do well to confidef, 
it is for God they undertake it, who certainly wHl fupport 
and bear them out in a due execution of their office here, and 
reward them with an exceeding and eternal weight of ghij 
hereafter. But it li time to draw towards a condufion.- 

3. Let me, therefore, once more addrefs myfelf to ttefj 
perfon here prefent, in the name of pur Lord Jesus CflRfsT) 
and if any amongft them have been any way guilty of tlii& no- 
torious fin of fwearing, let me entreat them by all that is near 
and dear to them, that they would neither give the magiftnrte 
the trouble to punifh, nor their friends any reafon for the fu- 
ture to warn them againft committing the crime ; but keep's 
conftant and careful watch over the door of their lips, and 
withal implore the divine aiSftance (without which all is nd* 
thing) that they oiFend no more fo fcandaloufly with their 
tongues. Let them ferioufly lay to heart, wharwith great 
plainnefs and fimplicity has here been delivered : atid if tfa^ 
have any regard for themfelves as men^ or their repucation ai 
chriftians j if they would not be a public fcandal tor their pro* 
feffion, or a grief to all that know or converfe with them : h 
Ihort, if they would not be devils incarnate here, and pf ovoke 
<Jot> to puniOi them eternally hereafter; I fay unto them ill 
the name of our Lord Jesus Ghrwt, " Swear not at alK^' 
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SERMON XIX. 

Christ the Support of the Tempted. ' 



Matthew vL 13. 
Lead us not into temptation. 

THE great and important duty which is incumbent on 
chrifiians, is to guanl againft all appearance of evil ; 
to watch againft the firft rifings in the heart to evil ; and to 
have a guard upon our aftions, that they may not be finful, 
or fo much as feem to be fo. It is true, the devil is tempting 
us continually, and our own evil hearts are ready to join with 
the tempter, to make us fall into fins, that he thereby may 
obtain a vi&ory over us, and that we, my bfethren, may be 
his fubje&s^ his fervants, his flaves ; and then by-and-by be 
•will pay us our wages, which will be death 4emporaI, and 
^death- eternal* Our L^itD Jesus Christ (aw how his peo- 
ple would be tempted ; and that the ^eat enemy of their fouis 
•would 4ay hold of every opportunity, fo he could but be a 
nieans of keeping poor finners from coming to the LoRp 
. Js;^6us Christ ; hurrying you with temptation, to drive you 
'to fome great fins ; and then if he cannot gain you over, 
rfall it to a fmaller, aiid fuit his temptations tiilie after time ; 

• and when he finds none of thefe things will do, often tranf* 
form himfdf into an angel of light, and by that means 

• make the foul fall into fin, to the diflionour of God, and the 
woundiog of itfelf ; the Lord Jesus, I fay, (being bow liable 
his difciples, and all others, would be to be overcome by 
temptaition, therefore advifes them, when they pray, %Q: beg 

idiat they might not be led irito temptation. It is fo danger- 
ous- €0 engage fo fubtle and powei^ful an enemy as .Satan is, 
thiic we fliall be overcome as ofte|i as we engage, unkfs tbe 
v' /, Lord 
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Lord IS on our fide. My brethren, if you were left to your- 
felves, you Jivould be overcome by every temptatioa with 
which you are befet. 

Thefe words are part of the prayer which Christ taught 
his difciples; and I (hall, therefore, make nadoubt« butikac 
you all believe them to be true, fince they are fpoken by oM 
who cannot lie. I fball, 

I. Shew you who it is that tempts you. 

II. Shall (hew, my brethren, why he temrpts you. 

III. Mention fome of the ways and means he makes ufeof^ 
to draw you ov\sr to his temptations. 

IV. Let you fee how earneft you ought to be to theLorfn, 
that he may prefcrve you from being led into temptation? '■ 

V. I (hall make fome application by way of entreaty untp 
you, to come unto Christ, that hp, my bretbr^On 
may deliver you from being tempted. 

I. Firjl^ We arc to confidcr who it is that tempts yc. 

And the Tempter is Satan, the prince of the power of tbd 
air, he that now ruleth in the children of difobedicnce; be is 
an enemy to God and goodnefs, he is a hater of all truth} 
Why elfe did he flander God in paradife ? Why did . be tell 
£vf, •" You Ihall not furely die?" He is full of malice, 
envy, and revenge : for what reafons elfe could induce him to 
ttioleft innocent man in paradife ? The perfon that tempts 
ye, my brethren, is remarkable for his fubtilty : for having 
^ot power given him from above^ he is obliged to wait for 
opportunities to betray us, and to catch us by guile: bt, 
thereforej made ufc of the ferpent to tempt our firft parents^: 
and to lie in Wait to deceive, is another part of his chairader. 
And though this character is given of the devi)^ if we were |d 
examine our owo hearts, weihoulJ find many of the temptti|[-$ 
characters legible in uf. 

Do not many of you love to make a lie ? And if it ia do^e 

in your ttade, you therefore Jook on it as excufable; bv^ 

. whether you believe it or not, it is fmful, it is exceedingly 

finfuK Tiiough you ms^y value yourfelycst j^% ,fine^»jition|il 

ttc^tum, 
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:reatiircs, and that you are noble beings ; and ydu weffe fo4 
18 you firfl canrie out of God's hands ; but now you are fallen, 
thert is nothing lovely, nothing defirable in ndan ; his heare 
is a (ink of pollution, full of fin and uncleannefs : Yet^ 
though a man*s own heart is fo defperately wicked, he is told 
by our modem polite preachers, that there is a iitnefs in men, 
ind that Goo feeing you a good creature, gives you his grace t 
but this, though it is a modern^ polite, and fa(h?onabIe way 
rf talking, is very unfcriptural | it. is very contrary to the 
dodrines of the Reformationy and to oiir dwn Articles. But 
however contrary to the do^rines of the Church of Englandi 
pet 6ur pulpits ring of nothing more, than doing no one any 
tiarmi living honeftly, loving your neighbour as yotfrfelves^ 
ind do what you can, and then Chkist is to make up the 
leficiency : this is making Christ to be half a faviour, and 
nan the other part ; biit I fay, Christ will be your whol6 
ighteoufnefs, your whole wifdom, your whole fanftification, 
>r elfe he will never be your whole redcmptiort. How anfjaz- 
ng is it, that the minifters of the church of England fhould 
peak quite contrary to what they have fubfcribed I Good 
^OD ! if thefe are the guides of the ignorant, and efteemed 
c> be the true mmifters of Jesus, becaufe they have a great 
blare of letter-learning ^ when at the fame time they are only 
he blind leaders of the blind > and withbat a fpecial Provi- 
cnce, they both will fall into the ditch. 

No wonder at people's talking bf the fitnefs and unfit.iefs 
►f things, when they can tell us, tW the Spirit of God, is i 
food confcicnce, and the comforts of the Holy Ghoft are con* 
*C(}uent thereupon. But this is wrong ; for it ihould be faidy 
:he Spirit oi Goi), are the comforts of the Hfoly Ghoft, and a 
500d confcience confequent thereupon. Seneca^ tiaro^ Plato^ 
)r any of the heathen philofophers, would have given is garvd 
I definition as this > it means no more than refieding we haive 
lone wetl. 

£ut let tlicfe naodcrh, polite gentlemen, and let my letter- 
earned brethren, patent man in as lovely colours as they 
»kafe^ I will not do it : 1 dare not make him better than th« 
i^ord of GCD does. If I was to paint man in his proper co- 
oirrs, 1 muflf go to the kingdortj of hell for a copy : for man 
t by nature full of pride, fubtilty, tfialice, envy, revenge. 
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and all uncharitableners ; tnd what are thiefe but the tempers 
of the devil i and luft, fenfuality, plearure, tbcfe are the teA^ 
pers of the beaft. Thus, my brethren, man is h^f a hedi U 
and half a devil, a aK>t1ey mixture of the beaft and devU. Ad ^ir 
this is the creature, who has made himfelf fe obnoxious totU p 
wrath of God, and open to his indignation, that is told, tht 
he muft be part his own faviour, by doing good workS| aol 
what he cannot do Christ will do for him. 

This is giving the tc i p t c r great room to come in witl 
his temptation.; he may prefs a foul to follow moral duties, 
to'go to charch, take the facrament, read» P^Yf meditaies 
ihe devil is well content you ihould do all tbefe ; but if tbtljr 
are done in your own ftrength, or if you go no farther thia 
here, you are only going a fmoother way to helK 

Thus, my brethren, you may fee who it is that tempts aA 
But i 

IL Why he tempts you, is the fecond thing I am to Ibew 
you. 

It is out of envy to you, and to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
he endeavours to keep you from cloiing with Jesus ; and if be 
can but keep you from laying bold by faith On CnRfsT, he 
knows he has you fafe enough ; and the more temptations you 
are under, and isccording ro their nature and greatnefs, yoii 
are more hurried in your minds -, and^the more unfettled ycx/r 
thoughts and afFe£lions are, the more apt you are to conclude, 
that if you were to go to Christ, at prefent, in all that hurry 
f)f mind, he would not receive you j but this is the policy of 
the tempter, to make you have low and difkonouraMe thoughts 
of the bleffed Jesus ; and fo by degrees he works upon your 
minds, that you are carekfs and Indifferent about CHRisf. 
This, this, my brethren, is the defign of the tempter. Nothing 
will pleafe him more, than to fee you ruined and loft for ever. 
He tempts you for that end, that you may lofe your intereft in 
Jesus Christ, and that you may dwell with him and apoftite 
fpirits to all eternity. He knows that JesuS Christ died fdr 
finncrs, yet he would fain keep fouls from feekmg to this city 
of refuge for fhelter, and from going to GiUad for tht tme 
balm. . - ■ . » 
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- It is he that rules in thy heart, O fcoficr^ O Pharlfee ^ the 
Icvil reigns there, and endeavours to blind your eyes, that you 
hall not fee what danger you are in, and how much evil there 
3 in thofe hearts of yours ; and as long as he can keep you 
rafy and unconcerned about having your hearts changed, he 
vill be eafy ; though if he can, he will tempt you to fin ag^inft 
bim, until you are hardened in your iniquity. O, my bre- 
thren, do not g'rve the devil a handle wherewith he may lay 
^U on you : alas 1 it is no wonder, that the devil tempts you, 
whei} be finds you at a play, a ball, or mafquerade; if you 
are doing the devil's work, it is no wonder if he prefTes you in 
Ihe continuation thereof; and how can any. fay, ^^ Lead us not 
\f^xo temptation," in the morning, when they are refolved to 
run into it at night ? Good God! Are thefe perfons members 
of the church of England? Alas, whea you have gone to 
church, and read over the prayers, it is offering no more than 
the facrifice of fools \ you fay Amen to th^m with your lip.*, 
when in your'hearts you are either unconcerned at what you 
are about, or elfe you think that the bare faying of yout 
prayers is fufficient, and that then God and you have balanced 
accounts. 

But, my dear brethren, do not deceive yourfelves, God is 
not to be mocked. You are only ruining yourfelves for time 
and eternity. You pray, ^' lead us not into temptation," when 
you are tempting the devil to come and tempt you, 

III.' I (hall now point out fome of the ways and means, he 
makes ufe of to draw you to himfelf. 

But this is a field fo large, and I have but juft begun to 
h^ a foldier of Jfisus Christ, that I cannot name many unto 
you. I Ihall therefore be very (hort on this head. 

I. He endeavours to make you think fin is not fo great as 
k is ; that there is no occafion of being fo over-firid, and 
that you are righteous over-much ; that you are ofientatious, 
and will do yourfelf barm b}r,it; and that you will deflrroy 
yourfelves. He ihows you, i^y brethren, the bait, but he 
hides the hook; he. (hows you the pleafure, profits and advan- 
tages, that attend abundance of this world's goods; but he 
does not ihow you the crofTes, lofles and vexations that you 
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miy haVe wV/ilc you arc in the enjoyment of the bleffings of 

this world. 

2. When he finds he cannot allure you by flattery, he will 
try you by frowns, and the terrors of this world ; he will ftir 
up people to point at you, trnd cry, ** Here comes another 
«* iiVKjp of his followers :" He will ftir them up to jeer, feoff, 
backbite, and hate you; but if he ftill finds this will not do, 
then he throws doubts, my brethren, and difcouragements' ia 
your mind, whether the way you are in i| the true way or 
rot ; or elfc he will fuggeft. What! do you expeA to be favtd 
by Christ ? Alfo, He did not die for you; you have been too 
great a fmner ; you have lived in fin fo long, and committed 
fuch fins againft Christ, which he will not forgive. Thus 
he hurries poor finners almoft into defpair. 

And very ofren, when the people of God arc met to wor- 
(hip him, he fends his agents, the fcofiers, to difturb them. 
We few an inftance of their rage juft now; they would fiiin 
have difturbed us ; but the Lord was on our fide, and fo pre- 
vented all the attempts of wicked and defigning men, to 
difturb and difquiet us. Lord Jesus, forgive them who are 

^ thus perfecuting thy truth ! Jesus, (hew them that they arc 
fighting againft thee, and that it is hard for them to kick 
againft the pricks ! Thefe, my brethren, are fome of the ways 
Satan takes, in his temptations, to bring yon from Christ : 
Many more might be named ; but thefe are fufficient, I hope, 
to keep you on your guard, againft all that the enemy can do 
to hinder you from coming to Christ* 

IV. I come to (hew you, how earneft yoii ought to be with 
Jesus Christ, either not to fufFer you to be led into temp^ 
tations, or to preferve you under them. 

And here, my dear brefhren, let me befeech you to go to 
Jesus Christ ; tell him, how you are ailaulted by the evil 
one, who lies in wait for your fouls; tell him, you are not 
able to mafter him, in your own ftrength ; beg his affiftance, 
apd you (hall find him ready il^ help you ; ready to' affift you^ 
and to be your Guide, your Comforter, your Saviour, your 
All: He will give you ftrength to rcfift the fiery darts of the 
devil ; and, therefore, you can no where find one fo proper 
to relieve you, as Jesus Christ ; he knows what it is to be 
3 tempted; 
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, tempted;- lie was tempted by Satan, in the wildemefs, and he 

will give you the afliftance of his Spirit, to refift the evil one» 

and then he will fly from you. In Chri3T Jesus you {hall 

. kave the ftrength you ftand in need of, the devil {ball have 

, no power ; therefore fear not, for in the name of the Lord 

.we {ball overcome all our fpiritual Amalekiies: Let the devil 

and his agents rage, let them breathe out threatnings, ye^, 

. let them breathe out daughters, yet we can rejoice in thb, 

-that Jbsus Christ hath them in his power, they {hall go no 

farther than he permits them; they may rage, they may rage 

horribly, but they can go no farther, until they have got more 

l^wer from on high. 

If they could do us what mifchief they would, very few of 
us {hould be permitted to fee our habitations any more ; but, 
hlefTed be God, we can commit ourfelvcs to his prote£iion ; 
be has been our protedor hitherto, he will be fo 0ilK Then 
. earneftly intreat of the Lord to fupportyou under tho(e 
temptations, which the devil may afiault you with ; he is a 
powerful adverfary, he is a cunning one too ; he would be 
too hard for us, unlefs we have the {Irength of Christ to be 
with us. But let us be looking up unto Jesus, that he would 
fend his Spirit into our hearts, and keep us from falling. O 
my dear brethren in Christ Jesus, how ftands it now b^-* 
tween Goo and' your fouls i Is Jesus altogether lovely to 
your fouls ? is he precious unto^you ? I am fure, if you have 
not gone back from Christ, he will not from you ; he will 
root out the accurfed things of this world, and dwell in your 
hearts. You are candidates for heaven ; and will you mind 
earth ? What are all the pleafures of earth, without an in- 
■ terc{l in the Lord Jesus Christ i And one fmile from hint 
is more to be defired than rubies, yea more than the whole 
world. 

O you who have found Jesus Christ affifting you, and 
fupporting you under all the temptations of this life, will you 
forfake him? have you not found him a gracious mailer? is 
he not the chiefeil of, ten thoufand, and altogether lovely ? 
I^ow you fee a form and comelinefs in Christ, which you 
never faw before. O ! how do you and I wiih we had known 
Jesus fooner, and that we had more of his love; it is con- 
defcending love, it is amazing, it is forgiving love, it is dying 

T3 love. 
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love, it i's exalted and interceding love, and it is gibrifisd lofT, 
Metbinks when I am talking [of the love of Jxsus Christ, 
who loved me before I loved him ; he faw me polluted 10 
blood« full of fores, a flave to fin, to deadi and faell, roonidg 
to deflru£^ion, then he paffed by me, and faid onto mjrfeul, 
*< Live;'* be fnatched me as a bnfeid plucked from tfa&bnniing, 
It was love that faved me, it was all of the free grace of GO0, 
and that only. The little experience I have bad of thtsiove, 
inakes me amazed at the condefcenfion, the love, and mordfuir 
nefs of the bleffed Jesus, that he ihould have mercy opcm 
fuch a wretch. O, my brethren, the kingdom of God is 
within me, and this fills me fo full of love, that I woald n^ • 
be in my natural ftate again, not for millions of millions of 
worlds 9 I long to be with j£8us, to live with the Lord that 
bought me, to live forever with the Lamb that was (lain, an4 
CO fing H<flUlujob's unto him. Eternity itfelf will be too fliort 
to fet forth the love of the J^&D Jesos Christ. I cannot, 
indeed I cannot forbear fpeaking ^gain, and again, and again, 
cf the Lord Jesus. 

And if there arc any hetfc who are ftrangers to this love of 
the LmD Jesus Christ, do not defpairj come, come unto 
Christ, and he will have mercy upon you, he will pardon all 
your fins, (le will heal all your backfltdings, he will love you 
freely, and take you to be with himfelf. Come therefore, 
my guilty brethren, unto Jesus, and you (hall find reft (or 
your fouls. You need not fear, you need not defpair, when 
God has had mercy upon fuch a wretch as I ; and he will 
fave you alfo, if you will come unto him by faith. 

Why do ye delay? What ! do you fay, you are poor, and 
therefore afhamed to come? It is not your poverty that ChrisT 
mindeth ^ come in all your rags, in all your pollution, and he 
will fave you. Do not depend upon any thing but the bloo4 
of Jesus Chr jst j do not ftand out an hour longer, but give 
your hearts to Christ, give him the firftlrngs of the flock j 
come unto him now, left he (hould cut you off before you are 
prepared, and your foul be fent to that pit from whence there 
is no redemption. 

Do not waver, but give him that which he dcfires, your 
hearts; it is the heart the Lord Jesus Christ wanteth; and 
when you h^ye an inward principle wipu^ht in your hearts 
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by this fame Jesus, then you will feel thejweetnefs and plea- 
fur€ of communion with God. O cpnfider, my brethren, the 
tqve of the Lord Jesus Christ, in dying for you; and arc 
Vqu refolved to flight his dying love ? Your fins brought 
Christ from heaven, and I humbly pray to the Lord diat 
tbey may not be a means offending you to helL . What lan- 
guage will make you leave your fins and come lo Christ ? 
O that I diet but know ! and -th^t it lay in my ppwer to give 
ypu this^racej not one of you, not the^rcatefl fcofFer-here 
f(;iould go hence before he was changed from a natural to ^ 
Ipiritual life ; then, then .we wd^pid rejoice and take fweet 
pouncil tog^her ; Wt all this is not in my power : but I tell 
you where you.,qpiay. have it, even 6( the Lord Jesus; hp 
will give it fo you, if you afk i|: of him, for he has told us, 
f' Aik,^ and. you {nail receive;** therefore afk of him, and if 
you are repuifed again and again, intreat him nriore, and. he 
will be unto you as he was to the poor Syropleenician woman, 
who came to Christ on account of her daughter ; and if fhe 
was fo importunate to him fpr a body, how much more fhould 
ye be folicitous for our fouls ? If you feek to him in faith, 
his anfwer will be to you a^ it was to her,' *' Thy faith 
hath faved thee, be it as thou.wouldeft have it.'* 

O, do not forfake the feeking of the Lord ; do not, I 
beieech you, negleft the opportunities which may be offered 
to yold^ for the falvation of your fouls; forfake not. the ailem* 
bling of yourfelves together, to build up and confirm and 
ftrengthi^i thofe who are weak in . faith ; to convince finners, 
that they may feel the power of God priclcing them in^heir 
hearts, and make them cry out, ^< What muft we do to be 
faved?'* 

The devil and his agents have their clubs of revelling, and 
their focieties of drunkennefsj they are not alhamed to be feen 
and heard doing the devil their matter's works ; they are not 
afhamed to proclaim him ; and fure you are not afhamed of 
the Lord Jesus Christ ; you dare proclaim that Jesus, 
who died that you might live, and who will own you before 
his Father and all the holy angels : Therefore, dare to be 
Angularly good ; be not afraid of the face of man ; let not 
all the threats of the men of this world move you : what is 
the lofs of all the grandeur, or pleafure, or reputation of this 
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lift, compared to the lofs of heaven, of Christ and of ypnjr 
fouls ? and as for the reproaches of the world, do nor min^ 
them J when they revile you, never, ncvcV revile again ; era 
not anfwer railing with railing; but let love^ kindnefs, meelu 
ncfs, patience, long-fuffering, be found i^ you, as they wen^ 
jn the bleflcd Jesus ; therefore, I bcfeech you, do not neglcfl 
the frequent coming together^ and tejlin|; each ojtherj whaj 
great things Jesus Christ hath done for yoiir fouls. 

I do not how^ as the Pharifees fay I do, encourage you tp 
leave your lawful callings, and your buiinefs, in which God, 
by his providence, hath placed you j for 'you ' have two call- 
ings, the one ' a general, and' the othef ^ fpecial one; it is 
you^ duty to regard yoiir familes, and if you nc^le£l them out 
of any pretence whatfoever, as going to church or to focieties^ 
you arc out of the way of your cJuty, and offering that to God 
which he commanded you not. But then, my brethren, yoif 
are to take care that the things of this life do not hinder the 
preparing for that which is to come; let not the bufinefs of 
the world make you unmindful qf your fouls ; but in all your 
moral adlions, in the bufinefs of life, let all j^e done with 4 
view to the glory of God, and the falvation of youir fouls. 

The night draws on, and obliges me to hafteh to a condu- 
(lon ; though/ methinks, I could fpeak until my tongue clav^ 
to the roof of my mouth, yea, until I could fpeak no more, if 
}i was to fave your fouls from the paws of him who feeketl) 
to devour ^hem. 

Therefore let nie befeecb you, in all love and compaffion : 
ponfider, you, who are Pharifees ; you, who will not come to 
Christ, but are trufting to yourfelvcs for righteoufnefs; who 
^hink, becaufe you lead civil, honeft, decent lives, all will go 
well at lad ; but let me tell you, O ye Pharifees, that harlo^s^ 
murderers, and thieves, ihall enter the kingdom of God be- 
fore you. Do not flatter yourfelves of being in the way to 
heaven, when you are in the broad way to hell ; but if you 
will throw away your righteoufnefs and come to Christ, and 
jje contented to let Jesus Christ do all for you, and in you, 
^hen Christ is willing to be your Saviour; b,ut if you bring 
your good works with you, and think to be juftified on the 
account of them, you may feck to be juftified by them for ever, 
and never be juftified; no, it is only the blood of Jesus that 

cleanfeth 
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deanfeth us from the filth and pollution of all our fins^ aoJ 
you muft be fandified before you are juftified. As for good 
Vorks, we are juftified before God without any refpea to" 
them, either paft, prefent, or to come : when we are juftified^ 
good works will follow our juftification, for we can do no 
good wotky, until we are cleanfed of our pollution, by the 
fcinftification of the Spirit of Qoo. , 

ye fcoffers, come and fee this Jesus, this Lord of 
glory whom you have defpifcd ; and if you will but come to 
Christ, he will be willing to receive you, notvvithftanding 
^11 the perfecution you have ufcd towards his members: How^- 
IKver, if you are refolved to perfift in your obftinacy, remember, 
falvation was offered to you, that Chrjst and free grace were 
propofed j but you refufed to accept of either, and therefore 
jrour blood will be required at your own hands, 

1 (hall only fay this unto you, that however you may defpifc 
either me or my minittry, I fhall not regard it, but (hall fre- 
quently fhew you your danger, and propofe to you the remedy; 
and (hall earneftly pity and pray for you, that God would ihevf 
you your error, and bring you home into his (heepfold, thaf; 
you, from ravenous lions, may become peaceful Iambs. 

And z$ for you, O my brethren, who dcfire to chufe 

Christ for your Lord, and to experience his power upoq 

yo^r fouls, and as yet do not find your defires and prayers 

;!Lnfwered; goon, and Christ will manifeft himfelf unto you, 

as he does not unto the world j you (hall be made to fee and 

feel this love of Jesos upon your fouls ; you (hall have a wit- 

ncfs in your own bread, that you are the Lord's j therefore, 

do not fear, the Lord Jesvs Christ will gather you with 

his cle<Sl, when he comes at that great day of accounts, to 

judge every one according to the deeds done in the body, 

whether they be good, or whether they be evil : and, O that 

the thought of anfwering to God for all our adtions, would 

make us more mindful about the confequences that will attend 

it. 

And now let me addrefs all of you, high and low, rich and * 
poor, ojie with another, to accept of mercy and grace while 
if is ofiered tq y€u : Now is the accepted time, now is the 
day of falvation; and will you not accept it, now it js offered 
unio you ? do not lUnd out one moment longer 5 but come 

^"4 



i«nd accept of Jb«U8 Christ in his own way^ and then yim 
Viball be taken up at the laft day, and be with him for ever and 
ever: and.fure this (bould make you defirous of being with 
tW Jfesus who has done (b.much for you, and is now inter- 
'cediog for yoAi» and preparing manfions for you; where nay 
we all arrive and fit down with Jesus to all eternity ! 

Whiqh QoD of his infinite mercy grants &c. 
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S E R M O N XX. 

Worldly bufinefs no Plea for the Ncgled of 
. Religion. 



M A T T H 4 W l^iii. 21; 

Lei ibe dead bury their dead. 

ST. P4ml preaching ztAthiiUj tells them, that at he ptffed 
by and beheld . dieir devotions, he perceived they wcae 
in all things too fuf>er/litstus. But was this apoftle to rift, 
and come pubiiihing the glad tidings of falvatlon In any of 
our populous cities, he would fee no reafon wiiy he fhould 
charge the inhabitants Mrith this ; but rather as he pailed by 
and obferved the tenor of their life» fay, I .perceive in all 
things ye are too worldly-minded ; ye are too eagerly bent on 
purfuing your lawful bufineis ; fo eagerly, as either wholly 
to negled, or at leaft too heedleily to attend on the one thing 
needful. . r- 

There cannot then be a greater charity fliewn to the chrif- 
dan world, than to found an alarm in thotr. ears, .and' to warn 
them of the inexpreilible danger, of continually grafping after 
the things of this life, without being equally, najr. a thou* 
fand times more concerned for their well-being in a future 
ftate. 

And there is ftill the more occafion for fuch an alarm, be- 
caufe worldly- mindednefs fo eafily and craftily befets the 
hearts of men. For out of a fpecious pretence of ferving GoD 
jn labouring for the meat which periftieth, they are infenfibly 
lulled into fuch a fpiritual flumber, as fcarce to perceive 
their negle(^ to fecurc that which enduretb to everlafting 
}ife. 

The 
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The words of the text, if not at firft view, yet when ezi* 
mined and explained, will be found applicable to this caiE^ 
as containing an admirable caution not to purfue the aflFain 
of this world, at the expeoce of our iiappioeft in the ne:itf. 

They are the words of Jesus Ch&ist .himfelf : the oco 
fion of their being fpoken was this ; As he was converfing with 
jthofe that were gathered round about him, he gave one. rf 
them an immediate fummons to follow him : but he, eidier 
afraid to go after fuch a perii^cuted^ mailer, or rather loving 
this prefent world, fays, ^^ Suffer me firft to go home and 
bury my father," or, as mod explain it, let me firft go and 
difpaich fomc important bufinefs I have now in hand. But 
Jesus (aid unto Jiim, " Let the flead bury :their dead ;" leave 
v/oi\(\\y bufmefjs to worldly me;i, l^t thy fecular bufinels be 
left undone, rather than thou fbouldft negled to follow 
pie. 

Whether this perfon did as he was commanded,.! know 
not ; but this 1 know, that what Christ faid here in-peribn, 
he has often whifpered with the fraall ftill voice of his holy 
Spirit, and faid to many here prefcnt, that rife up early and 
late take reft, and eat the bread of carefulnefs. Come draw 
ofF your aiFcdtions from the things of this life ; take up your 
crofs and follow me. But they, willing to juftify themfelves, 
make anfwer. Lord, fufter us firft to bury our fathers^or dif- 
patch our fecular affairs. I fay unto all fuch, ^^ Let the dead 
bury their dead," lee your worldly bufinefs be. left undone, 
rather than you ftiould ncgledl to follow him. 

From the word^ thus explained, naturally arifes this pfopofi- 
tion, that no bufinefs, though ever fo important, can jufiHy 
a ncglefi of true religion. 

The truth of which 1 ftiall firft ft^ew, and then make IR 
application of it. 

L Fir/i then, I am to prove, that no temporal bufmcG, 
though ever lb important, can juftify a neglcik of true re- 
ligion. 

By the word nli^ioft^ I do not mean any fet of moral^ vir- 
tues, any partial amendment of ourfelyes, or formal attend* 
ancc on any outward duties whatfoever : but an application 
cf Cuhist';) whclc and pcrfoual righteoufnefs, mads by f*i;li 
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D our hearts ; a thoroug[h real change of nature wrought in 
IS by the invifible, yet powerful operation of the Holy Ghoft, 
preferved and nourifhed in our fouls by a conftant ufe of all 
the means of grace, evidenced by a good life, and bringing 
forth the fruits of the Spirit. 

This is true and undefiled religion, and for the perfefting 
this good work in our hearts, the eternal Son of God came 
down and fhed his precious blood ; for this end were we made, 
ind fent into the world, and by this alone can we become 
the fons of God. Were we indeed to judge by the common 
pradlice of the world, we might think we were fent into it 
for no other purpofe, than to care and toil for the uncertain 
riches of this life : but if we confult the lively oracles, they 
will inform us, that we were born for nobler ends, even to 
be born again from above, to be reftored to the divine like- 
nefs by Jesus Christ, our fecond Adam^ and thereby be 
made meet to inherit the kingdom of heaven ; and confe* 
quently, there is an obligation laid upon all, even the moft 
bufy' people, to fecure this end ; it being an undeniable truth, 
that all creatures ought to anfwer the end for which they were 
created^ 

Some indeed are for confining religion to the clergy, and 
think it only belongs to thofe who ferve at the altar: but 
what a fatal miftake is this, feeing all perfons are indifferently 
called by God to the fame ftate of inward holinefs. As we 
are all corrupt in our nature, fo muft we all be renewed and 
fan<5lified. And though it muft be granted, that. the clergy 
lie under double obligations to be examples to believers, in 
faith, zeal, charity, and whatever clfc \i commendable and 
of good report, as being more immediately dedicated to the 
fcrvice of God ; yet as we have been all baptized with one 
baptifm into the death of Christ, we are all under the ne- 
ceffityof performing our baptifmal covenant, and perfefling 
holinefs in the fear of God : for the holy fcriptures point out 
to us but one way of admiffion into the kingdom of Christ, 
through the narrow gate of a found converfinn : and he that 
does not enter into the (hcepfold, whether clergy or lay-man, 
by this door, will find, to his everlaftinj confufion, there is 
nQ climbing up another way. 

BcfideS, 
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Befides, what a grofs ignorance of the nature of true relh 
gion, as well as of our own happiners, does fuch a-diftinAioe 
dircover i For what does our Saviour, by willing us to be ie> 
ligious, require of us ? but to fubdue pur corrupt paffo«% 
to root out ill habits, to engraft the heavenly graces of Goo'i 
moft holy Spirit in their room ^ and, in one word, to fiO 
us with all the fulnefs of Goo. 

And will men be fo much their own enemies, a« to- afim 
this belongs only to thofe'who minifter in holy things i Dom 
it not equally concern the moft a£lbive man living ? Is it dn 
end of religion to make men happy, and is it not every ooA 
privilege to be as happy as he can ? Do perfons in bufineft 
find the corrupti6ns of their nature, and diforder of tkdr 
paffions, fo pleafing, that they care not whether they ever 
regulate or root them out ? Or will they confent chat minify 
ters fhall be alone partakers of the inheritance of the faints io 
light ? If not, as they defire the fame end, why will they not 
make ufe of the fame means ? Do they think that Goowill 
create a new thing upon the earth, and, contrary to the pu- 
rity of his nature, and immutability of his counfel, admit 
them into heaven in their natural ftate, becaufe they hav^ 
been encumbred about many worldly things ? Search tU 
fcriptures, and fee if they give any room for fuch a groualr 
lefs hope. 

But farther, one would imagine there wa$ fometbing of 
the higheft concern and utmoft importance in our tenpool 
affairs, that they (hould divert fo many from purifying their 
hearts by faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

A covetous mifer, who negiedis religion by being conti- 
nually intent on feeking great things for bimfelf and thofe of 
his own houQiold, flatters, himfelf he herein afts moft wifely i 
and at the fame time will ce^fure and condemn a young prOf 
digal, who has no time to be devout, becaufe he ia fo fia^ 
petually engaged in wafting his fubftance by riotom living 
and following of harlots. But yet a little while, and mca 
will be convinced, that they are as much without excuis 
who lofe their fouls by bunting after riches, as thole wb(» 
lofe them by hunting after fenfual pleafures. For though 
bufinefs may aflume an air of Importance, when compared 
with other trifling amufements, yet when put in the balance 

with 



t 3t>S 1 
vkh tBe lofs of om precibvn and immortal fouls, it is eqtnllj 
KVblous, act!ording- to that of our Saviour, ** Wlut &«]! it* 
irofit a man, if he (hall gain the whole *wor!d, and lofe his 
pim fdtil s or what ihall a man give in exchange for his 

buir 

And now what need we any ftirther proof? We have hoard 
the decifion out of Christ*s own mouth. But hecaufe it 
in lb difficult to convince fuch of this important truth, whofe* 
hearts are blinded by the deceitfulnefs of riches, that we had 
need cry out to them in the language of the prophet, *< O 
earth, earth, hear the word of the Lord," I (hail lay 
before you one paflage of fcripture more, which I covld 
iknfli were written on the tables of all our hearts. In 
die xivth of St. Luke^ the i8th and following verfes, our 
Mefled Lord puts forth this paraHc, *' A ceruin man made 
a great fuppcr, and bade piany, and fent his fervant at fuppcr- 
dme, to call them that were bidden : but they all, with one 
eonfent, began to make excufe. The one faid, I have botaght 
a piece of ground, and I muft needs go and fee It, I przy 
thee have me excufed. And another faid, I have bojght a 
yoke of oxen, and I muft needs go and prove them, I pray 
Aee therefore have me excufed. So the fervant returned, and 
fliewed his mafter all thefe things.^' And what follows? 
Did the mafter accept of their excufes ? No, the text tdls 
us the good man was angry, and faid, *< that none of thofe 
which were bidden, (hould tafte of his fupper.** And what 
does this parable teach, but that the moft lawful callings 
eannot juftify our negle£i ; nay, that they are no longer law- 
ful when they in any wife interfere with the great concents 
of religion f For the aiarriage fupper here fpc^n of, means 
the goTpel ; the tnafter of the houfe is Christ ; the fervants 
fertt out, are his mmifters, whoTe duty it is, from time to 
tnae, to call the people to this marriage-feaft, or, in other 
trerds, to be religious. Now we find thofe that were bidden^ 
were very well and honeftly employed. There was no hanA 
in buying or feeing a piece 6f ground, or in going to prov^ 
a yoke of oxen ; but here lay their fault, they were doing 
thefe thingSi when they were invited to come to the marriagd 

Without 
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Without doubt, perrons may very boneftly and commeop 
dably be employed in following their refpedlivc callings f 
but yet, if they are engaged fo deeply in thefe, as to hinder 
their working out their falvation with fear and tremblid^. 
they muft expe£l the fame fentence with their predeceilbrs io 
the parable, that none of them fhall tafte of Christ's fupper: 
for our particular calling, as of this or that profeffion, muft 
never interfere with our general and precious calling, as chrlf- 
tians. Not that chriftianity calls us entirely out of the worldf 
the holy fcriptures warrant no fuch dodrir»e. 

It is very remarkable, that in the book of life, wt find fome, 
almoft of all kinds of occupations, who notwithftanding fend 
God in their refpedtive generations, and (hone as fo manji 
lights in the world. Thus we hear of a good centurion la 
the evangelifls, and a devout ComgUus in the A^ti a pioai 
lawyer; and fome that walked with God, even oftbrii 
houfhold, in the epiftles \ and our divine mailer bimfeif, in 
his check to Martha^ does not condemn her for mindingi 
but for being cumbered or perplexed about many things. 

No, you may, nay, you muft labou", out of obedience ID 
God, even for the meat which perifhetb. 

But I come, in the Second place, to apply what has beei 
faid. 

I befeech you, by the mercies of God in Christ JesV!*^ 
let not your concern for the meat which periflieth be at tbo 
expence of that which endureth to everlaftiug life ; for, fo 
repeat our blefTed Saviour's words,. *^ What {hall it profit I 
man, if he (hall gain the whole world, and lofe his own foiil> 
or, what (hall a man give in exchange for his ibul i^ . 

Were we always to live in the world, then worldly wiflooi 
would be our higheft wifdom : but forafinucb as we have 
here no continuing city, and were only fent into this wodd 
to have our natures changed, and to fit ourfelves for, that 
which is to come ; then to negle£t this important if^ork fa 
a little worldly gain, what i^ it but, with profane ^n^taictl 
our birth-right for a mefs of pottage. 

Alas ! how unlike are chriftians to chriftianity ! they an 
commanded to *^ feek firft the kingdom of GoDt.and'bif 
righteoufnefs," and all other real necefiaries (hall be aAM 
unto them 5 but they are fearful (.O men of little faith !) that 
if they ihould do ib^aU other neGcfiarie^ y^oukl be taken ftQtk 
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icin : they are flriftly fortiddcn to be careful for tli6 motr(>v^^ 
M yet tbey red not night or day, but are continually heap* 
ig up riches for criany yeairs, though they know not Who 
lull gather thfiii. li this ading like plerfon^ that are ftran-> 
[ers and pilgrims upon earth ? Is this keepihg their baptifnnal 
•ow? Or rather, is it not dircdHy apoftatiling froni it^ and 
l^rting the fervice of Jesus Christ^ to lift themfeiVeS xiik- 
ler the b4nner of mammon ? 

But what will be the hope of fuch worIdl!ngS| \lheii God 
(ball take away theil" foiils i What if the altoighiy" (houlJ 
by to each bf them, as he did to the rich fool in the gofpcl, 
•* this night (hall thy foul be required of thee j" U then, 
%hat would all thofe thirig^ profit thehi^ which they are now 
& bufy in providing i 

Was eternal lifej that free gift of Gob in Christ Jesus^ 
ti be ^ufchiifed with money ; or could men carry their flocks 
Ib^ond the gr^ve, to buy oil for their laiiips^ i; e. grace foi 
Aeir hearts, when they fhould be called to tneet the bride- 
groom, there might be fome reafon U^hy Gob might well 
bear with them : but fincb their ihoriey is tb perifh with them ; 
fince it is cehain, a^ they brought noihihg.lntd the worlds 
ib they dan cai-ry nothing out ; of fiippofing they could, flncc 
thdre is no oil to be bought, no grace to be purchafcd when 
^tt {he lamp of their natural life is gone out) would it 
Aot be much more prudent to fpend the iKort tinie they have 
^^ttt allotted them, in buying oil while it may be had, and 
iH>t for fear of having a little lefs of that which will quickty 
be another man's, eternally lofe the true riches ? 

What think you ? Is it to be fupp6fed, it gtieved tK^t co- 
vetous worldling before mentioned, wheh his foul (pruhg into 
the tvbrld bf fpiuts, that he cbuld hot flay here till he had 
f>Ulied down his barns and built greater ? Or think you inCit 
that al! things hei'e below feemed equally little to him thf^h^ 
ind he btily repented that he had hot cttipldyti more time 
h ptiUihg dbvvn every high thot/ght that ei^altetf itfelf againft 
the Almighty, and building up his foul in the knovvledge and 
fear of God ? 

And thiis it (vill be with all unhappy men, virho like h!m( 
inre difquieting themfelves in a vain purfuit after worldly 
ilchta^ aind at the famrt time are nbt rich tow^ds Qqj»« 
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Thry may, for a feafon, feem excellently well employed ui 
being folicitoufly careful about the important conceins of filiii 
life ; but when once their eyes are opened by death^ and thdf 
fouls launched into eternity, they will then iee the littlcoefc 
of all fublunary cares, and wonder they ihould be fo befotted 
to the things of another life, while they were, it may bci 
appliudcd for their great wifdom and profound fagacity in the 
affairs of this world. 

Alas ! how will they bemoan themfelves for ading like the 
unjuft (leward, fo very wifely in their temporal concerns, ia 
calling their refpeflive debtors fo carefully, and afking lov 
much every one owes to them, and yet never remembring to 
call themfelves to an account, or enquire bow much they 
owed to their own great Lord and mafter ? 

And now what (hall I iay more ? The God of this world, 
and the inordinate dcfire of other things, muft have wholly 
fiifled the confcience of that man, who does not fee the forcQ 
of thefe plain reafonings. 

Permit me only to aJ J a word or two to the rich, and to 
perfons that are freed from the bufmefs of this life« 

But here I muft paufe a while, for I am fenfible that it ii 
but an ungrateful^' and as fome may imagine, an alTumini 
thing, for fuch a novice in religion to take upon him toin« 
firucl men in high ftations, and who perhaps would difdain 
to fet me with the dogs of their flock. 

But however, fince St. Paulj who knew what beft becams 
a young preacher, commanded Timothy^ young as he was, to 
exhort and charge the rich with all authority ; I hope nooe 
here thac are fo, will be ofFended, if with humility I beg 
leave to remind them, though they once knew this, that if 
perfons in the moft bufy employs are indifpenfibly obliged to 
** work out their falvation wiih fear and trembling," much 
more ought the) Lo do fo, who are fiec from the toils and in- 
cumbrance of a Inwcr way of life, and confequenily have 
gre-icer opportunities and Icifure to prepare themfelves for > 
future fate. 

But is this reaUy the cafe ? or do we not find, by fatal ex- 

ppiience, that too n^any rf thcie whom God has exalted 

ab'^ve their bretlircr., who an! *« cloathcd in purple and fioc 

linnen, and fare fumptuoufly every day," by a fad abufe of 
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DoD*s great bounty towards them, think that th^ir ftatiohs fet 
them above religion, and fo let the poor, who live by ttie 
Tweat of their brows, attend more^ cpnftantly oh the mean$ 
of grace than do they ? 

But woe unto fuch rich men ! for they have received their 
confolationt Happy had it been if they had never been born 2 
for if the carelefs irreligious tradefman cannot be faved, where 
will lu^curious and wicked gentlemen appear ? 

Let me therefore, by way of cohclufion, exhort all pcrfdns^ 
iiigh and low, rich and poor, one with another, to make the 
renewal of their fallen nature, the one bufihefs of their lives j 
and to let no worldly profit, no worldly pleafure^ divert them 
from the thoughts of it. Let this cry, ** Behold the bride- 
groom cometh,'^ be ever founding in our ears j and let us live 
OS creatures that are every moment liable to bfc hurried away 
by death to judgmerit : let us remember^ that this life is a 
ftate of infinite importance, a point between two eternities^ 
and that after thefe few days are ended^ there will remain nd 
Inore facrifice for fin ; let us be often a(king ourfelves, hovi^ 
we (hall wifli we had lived when we leave the world ? And 
then we fliall always live in fuch a ftate^ as we (hall never 
fear to die in. Whether we live, we fhall live unto the 
Lord.; or whether we die^ we fliall die tinto the Lord ; fd 
that living or dying we may be the Lord's. 

To which end, let us befeech God, the pfote£!or of alt 
theni that put their truft in him, without whom nothing is 
ftrong, nothing is holy, to increafe and multiply upon us his 
imercy) that he being our ruler and guide, we may fo pafs 
through things temporal, that we finally lofe not the thin^sr 
eternal) through Jesvs Christ our Lord, 
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SERMON XXL 

Christ the only Reft for the Weary aod 

Heavy* Laden. 



Matthew xi. 28. 

Come unto me^ all ye that are weary and heavy laden^ enf 
J will give you reft. 

NOTHING is more generally known than tbcAitici 
which belong to chriftianity ; and yet, how amazing ii 
it, nothing is lefs pradtrfed i There Is much of it in name 
and {hew, but little of it in. the heart and converfation ; iflr 
deed, if going to church, and to the facrament, or, if out 
being called after the name of Christ, and being baptized 
into that name ; if that will make us chriftians, I believe all 
of us would have a claim thereto : but if it cor^s in the 
heart, that there muft be an inward principle wrought in ns 
by faith ; that there muft be a change of the whole naturC} 
a putting off the old man with his deeds, a turning from fin 
unto Gojo, a cleaving only unto the Son of RighteoufDeb; 
and that there nruft be a new birth, and we experience the 
pangs thereof j arrd that you muff feel yourfelves weary and 
heavy laden with your fins, before you will feek for 4eKver- 
gnce from them ; if this is to be the cafe, if there is fo mtich 
in being children of Goi>, alas ? how many who pleafe ihcm- 
felves with an outfide (hew, a name to live whilft they are 
dead ; and how few that have any fhare in this fpiritual ftate, 
in this true and living name ? How few are they who arc 
weary and heavy laden with their fins, and feek to Christ 
for reft ? They fay, in a formal cuftomary manner, we arc 
famers, and there is no health in us ; but how Jew feel them* 
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dvcs finncrs, and arc fo oppreft in their own fpirits, that 
icy have no quiet nor reft in them, becaufe of the burden of 
iieir fins, and the weight that is fallen and lays on their 
ninds ? 

Under thefc burdens, thefe heavy burdens, they are at a 
ofs what to do whereby they may obtain reft ; they fly to 
hcif works, they go to a minifter, and he tells them t© 
ead, to pray, and meditate, and take the facrament : thus 
bey go away, and read, and pray, and meditate almoft with 
mt ceafing, and never negleft the facrament whenever there is 
n opportunity for the taking of it. Well, when the poor 
3ul has done all this, it ftill finds no eafe, there is yet no re- 
icf : Well, what muft you do then ? To lie flill under the 
urden they cannot, and to get rid of it they cannot ; O what 
nuft the burdened foul do ! Why, goes to the clergyman 
gain, and tells him the cafe, and what it has done, and that 
t is no better. Well, he afks, have you given alms to the 
oor? Why no. Then go and do that, and you will find 
eft. Thus the poor finner is hurried from duty to duty, and 
^11 finds no reft : all things are uneafy and difquiet within, 
nd there remains no reft in the foul. And if it was to go 
iirough all the duties of religion, and read over a thoufand 
lanuals of prayers, none would ever give the foul any reft ; 
Whing will, until it goes to the Lord Jesus Christ, for 
iere is the only true reft j that is the reft which abideth, and 
ill continue for ever. It is not in your own works, nor in 
>ur endeavours : no ; when Christ comes into your fouls, 
5 pardons you, without any refpefl: to your works, either 
tft, prefent, or to come. 

From the words, my brethren, I have now read, I fhall 

I. Shew you who arc the weary and heavy laden. 

II. Inquire what is meant by coming to Christ. And, 

III. Conclude with exhorting you to accept of the invita- 
tion which the Lord Jesus Christ gives unto you to 
comeunto him, with the aiTurance of finding reft. 

/Yr/?, I am to (hew you, wh« are the weary and heavy- 

kn. 
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And here it will be nccefTary to confiderwho arc not)- a| 
tiicii, to conlidcr who they are that arc really fo. » 

I. Thofe who think themfelves good enough, and m 
pleafed that they are not fo bad as others, thefe are not weffp 
or heavy kidcn. 

No, thefe Pharifces arc not thus troubled ; they la.ugji aoH 
jeft at thofe who talk of feeling their fins, and think there i| 
lio occafion to make fo much ado about religion : it is tobi 
iightcous over-much, and the means to deftroy yourfelveit 
They think if they do but mean well, and fay their prayeni 
as they call them, it is fufficient: though they may t9j.\ 
prayer, yea, thoufands of prayers, and all the while be only 
ofteriiig up the facrifice of fools. They may call Gop, F*« 
ther, every day, when it is only mocking of God, and offer-i 
ing up falfe fire unto him ; and it would be juft for him ttl 
ferve them, aj he did Nahab and Abihu^ deftroy them, ca$ 
them ofF from the fape of the earth : but be is waiting to bq 
gracious, and willing to try a little longer, whether 700 will 
bring forth any thing more than the leaves of anputwai4 
profefHon, which is not all that the Lord requires : no, be 
wants the heart ; an4 uplefs you honour him with that, bQ. 
iiocs not regard your mouths, when the other is farfiroiii 
him. You may fay ovt^r your prayers all your lives, and ytt 
you may never pray over one \ therefore, while you flatten. 
yourfelvcs you are good enough, and that you are ip a fiatp 
of falvation, you are only deceiving your own fouls, aod 
haftening on your own dcitrufiion. Come unto him, notft 
being good enough, but as vile finners, as poor, and Uind,ai4 
iiakcJ, and miferable, and then j£SU3 will have compaffioxi. 
O ye Phaiifces, what fruits do ye bring forth ? Why, yoa 
are moral, polite creatures ; you do yoi|r endeavours, youdq 
what you can, arid fo Jesus is to make up the reft. Yoa 
pfteem youifelves fine, rational, and polite beings, and think 
it is top unfaibionable to pray ^ it is not polite enough.: per- 
haps you have read fome prayers, but knew not how to pray 
from your hearts.; no, by no means : that was being righte- 
ous over-mucji indeed. 

^ax. when once you are fcnfiblc of your being loft, damned 
preatures, and fee hell gaping ready to receive you ; if GoD 
W?5 feu? to cut thg thread of life, O then, then you would erf 
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nrrrieftly unto th^ toRD to receive you, to open the door of 
mercy unto you ; your tones would then be changed, you 
B^ould no more flatter yourfelves with your abilities and good 
vifhes : no, you would fee how unable you were, how inca- 
pable to fave yourfelves ; that there is no fitnefs, no free will 
in you : no fitnefs, but for eternal damnation, no free will 
but that of doing evil ; and that wheii you would do good, 
evil is prefent with you, and the thing that ye would not, 
cfaat do ye. He knows th6 fecrct intent of eVeiy heart ; and 
tbis is a pleafure to you, my dear brethren, who come on 
purpofe to meet with him, though it be in a field. And, 
Ivowever fome may efteem me a, mountebank, and an enthu- 
fiaft, one that is only going to make you methodically mad ; 
tbcy may breathe out their iiiveaiyes againft me, yet Christ 
bsows all 5 he takes notice of it, and I (hall leave it to him 
CO plead my caufc, for he is a gracious Mafter : I have al- 
ready found him fo, and ani fure he will continue fo Ven- 
geance is his, and he will repay it. Let them revile me ; let 
them caft me out of their -fynagogues, and have my name in 
rfproach, I fhall not anfwtfr them by reviling again, or in 
fpcaking evil againft them : no, that is not the Spirit of 
QhrisT, but meeknefs', patience, long-fufFeriiig, kind- 
aefs, &c. 
: Ye pharifees, who are going about to eftablifli your own 
righteoufnefs ; you, who are too polite to follow the Lord 
Jbsus Christ in fincerity and truth ; you, who are all for 
a;little (hew, a little outfide work ; who lead moral, civil, 
decent lives, Christ will not know you at the great day, 
b^it will fay unto you, O ye Pharifees, was there any place 
for me in your love ? Alas ! you are full of anger and malice, 
and felf-will ; yet you pretended to love and ferve me, and to 
be my people : but, however, I defpife you ; I, who am God, 
ind knoweth the fecret of all hearts ; I, who am truth itfclf, 
:hc faithful and true witnefs, fay unto you, ** Depart from me, 
^e workers of iniquity, into that place of torment, prepared 
"or the devil and his angels." Good God ! and muft thefe 
Iffcreet polite creatures, who never did any one harm, but 
led fuch civil, decent lives, muft they fufFer the veno^cance of 
eternal fire ? Cannot their righteous fouls be favcd ? Where 
:hcn muft the finner and the ungodly appear ? Where wilt 
tboU) O fabbaih-breaker, appear, thou, who canft take thy 
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plearure, thy represition, on the LoRp^s-d^y, who fcfuitftli 
ij^ar the word of Qop, wbx> v;ilt not come to church to h^ 
ipftructed in the ways of the Lord ? Where will you, 
ye adulterers, fgrnicators, and fuch-like of this generation 
iippear f Whoremongers and adulterers God will judge, and 
tjiem he wil) condemn. Then you will not c^ill thefe tricb 
p{ youth : no, buf you will call on the rocks and the moun- 
tains to fall on you, to hide you from the fqry and anger o( 
t)ic Lord. Where wilt thqu, O map, appes^r, that takes 
plcafure in making a mock of fin, who defpifefl all reproof, 
who throws about thy jefts as a madman docs fire, and a(ks 
whether thou art not in fport ? Where wilt thou, O man, 
appear, that makes it thy bufinefs to preach againft the cbil- 
dfcn of the Moft High ; thou, who art inventing methods in 
ofder to (lop the progrefs of the gofpel, and ufing thy utmoft 
power to q^afti the preaching thereof ;. who art raifing of evil 
reports againft the difciples of Christ, and efteemeft them 
madmen, fools, fchifmaticsi anc] a parcel of rabble ? TboU| 
O man, with all thy letter-learnings wilt furely fee the judg« 
menNfeat of Christ, though, perhaps forcly againft your 
will ; to be caft by him into eternal fire, a place prepared for 
the devil and his angels. There is a burning tophet kindled 
by the fury of an avenging GoD^ which will never, never be 
quenchecj. The devil longs fo embrace you in his b^lliih 
arms, whenever the fentenc^ is paft, where you muft for 
ever bear the weight of ypur fm : there is no redemption 
then; the day of grace is paft ; the door of hope is fliut; 
mercy will he no more oSered, but you muft be fliut out 
from Gop for ever, O V(?ho can dwell with evcrlafiing 
burnings ! 

However you may think of hell, indeed it is not a pointed 
6re ; it is not an imagination to keep people in awe : then, 
then you will feel the power of the almighty arm. If yoii 
will not lay hold on his golden fceptre, he will break )'0U 
with his iron rod. O ye Pharifees, who are now fo good, fo 
much beiter than others, how will ye ftand before CHRIST, 
when dreft in his glory as judge? You Arians, may now 
delpife his divinity; then you (hall have a proof of it; he 
vv'ill fliew, that he has all power, and tl»at he was no fubor- 
^inate God; he >yiil fhcw you that be has all power in heaven 
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nnA «arth; that he was King of <kii»g8;' and Lord of i6fi}f% 
that be was the mighty God, di^ e^kfting Father; kbd 
this power that he has, he will ex^llb in ptefervmg ybu'to 
no other end, but to punifli you fsfeWtK Thus jod,'- wh6 
pleafe yourfelvcs with being good emnigH how, who are'riift 
weary and heavy laden with a fenfe of yduY C\x\i here, will be 
weary and heavy laden with a fenfe of yoiAT' punifliment herie- 
after. ^ 

2, Thofe, my brethren, are not weary and heavy ladrti 
with a fenfe of their fms, who can delight themfelves in the 
polite entertainments of the age, and follow the finful divcr- 
iions of life. 

Now they can go to balls and aflemblief, play-houfes and 
horfe- racing ; they have no thought of their fins ; they know 
not what it is to weep for fin, or humble themfelves under 
the mighty hand of God ; they can laugh away their for- 
fows, and fing away their cares, and drive away thefe melan- 
choly thoughts ; they are too polite to entertain any fad 
.t)ioughts; the talk of death and judgment is irkfome to 
them, becaufe it damps their mirth ; they could not endure to 
think of their fin and danger ; they could not go to a play, 
^d think of hell ; they could not go quietly to a mafquerade, 
and think of their danger ; they could not go to a ball or an 
aflembly in peace, if they thought of their fins. 

And fo it is proved, even to a demonftration, that thefe 
arc not weary and heavy laden : for if they are not thought- 
ful about their fins, they will never be weary and heavy laden 
of them. But at the day of judgment all will be over : they 
Iball lofe all their carnal mirth, all their pleafure, all their 
delight will be gone for ever. 

They will fay then of their laughter, it is mad j and of 
mirths What doft thou ? Their merry conceits, and witty 
jcfts againft the poor defpifed people of Got), arc then over. 
Their mirth was but as the crackling of thorns under a pot ; 
it madt a great blaze and unfeemly noife for a while, but it 
was prefently gone, and will return no more. 

: They think now, that if they were to faft or to pray, and 
meditate and mourn, they (hould be righteous over much, and 
deftroy themfelves ; their lives would be a continual trouble, 
and it would make them run mad. Alas, my brethren, what 
mifery muft that life be, where there is no more pk^fant days. 
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no more balls ot plays, no cards or dice, thofe wafters of 
precious time, no horfc'racing and cock-fighting, froni 
wh'.ncc v.o good ever came, unkfs abufing God Almighty'^ 
crLMturcs, and putcinj^ 1h4.n1 to that uic which he never de- 
fignud ihcm, cm be called fo. How miferabic will your life 
be, when all your joys are over, when your pleafures arc all 
pall, and no mure mirth cr paftime ? Do you think there if 
one merry heart in hell ? one pleafmg countenance ? or jett- 
ing, fcoffing, fwcaring tongue r A fermon now is iiKfome: 
the oiFcr of i'alvatit^n, by the blood of Jesus Cmrist, is now 
termed enthufiafm ; but then you would give thousands of 
worlds, if in your power, for one tender of mercy, for one 
offer of grace, v.l.ich no.v yen (o much defpife. 

Now, you arc not weary of your diverfions, nor are yon 
heavy laden with the fins, with which ihey arc accompanied; 
but then you will be weary of your punifliment, and theag- 
gi-civaiiun which attends it. Your cards and dice, your 
hawks and hounds, and bowls, and your pleafant fports, will' 
then be over. Wiiat miith will you have in remembering. 
your fports and divcrfions ? I wuuld not have you miftakc 
mc, and fay, I am only preaching dc;4th and damnation co' 
you ; I am only (hewing you what will be the confequenceof 
continuing in thefe fiiiful pleai'ures ; and if the devil does not 
hurry you away with half a fermon, I fhall {hew you how to- 
avoid thcfe dan^^ers, which I now preach up as the effeftof 
fin unrepcntcd of. I mention this, le(l you fhould be hur* 
ricd away by the devil ; but be not oftended, if I point oQt 
unto you more of the terrors which will attend your following 
thcfe polite and fafhionablc entertainments of the prefent agCj 
and of not being weary and heavy laden with a fenfe of your 
fins. 

They who delight in drinking wine to excefs, and. who 
are drunkards, what bitter draughts will they have inftead of 
wine and ale ? The heat of luft will be then alfo abated; 
they will no more fing the focg of the drunkard j no more 
fpend their time in courting their miflrcfles, in lafcivious dif- 
rourfe, in amorous fong?, in wanton dalliances, in bruiilh 
defilements : no, thefe are all over ; and it will but prick each 
other to the heart to look one another in the face. Then 
thty vvill wifb, tl;at inftead of finning together, they had 
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icay«4 together ; had frequented religious fecieties ; had 
lirred up each other to love and holinefs, and endeavoured 
» convince each other of the evil of fin, and how obnoxious 
hey are to the v^^rath of God ; and the neceffity of being 
wezry and heavy laden with a fenfe thereof^ that they might 
havccfcapcd the pupiflinient which they fuf&r, by their ifal- 
iqwing the finful and polite diyerfions of the age diey felt 
into. But as it was againft God himfelf they had 'finned, to 
no leTs than God will punifh them for their ofFendea :' he 
bath prepared thefe torments for his enemies ; his- continual; 
anger will ftill be devouring of them ; his breath of indigfia-. 
tion will kindle the flame ; his wrath will be a continual buf-' 
den to their fouls. Woe be to him who falls under the flroke 
of the Almighty ! 

Thus they are not weary and heavy laden with their fins, 
who can follow the polite and faihionable entertainments of 
the age. But, 

Secondly, I am to (hew you what it is to be weary and heavy 
laden with fins. And 

I. You may be faiJ, my brethren, to be weary and heavy 
laden, when your fins are grievous unto you, and it is with 
grief and trouble you commit them. 

You, who are awakened unto aienfe of your fins, who fee 
how hateful they are to God, and how they lay you open to 
)iis wrath and indignation, and would willingly avoid them^ 
who hate yourfelves for committing them; when you are 
jhus. convinced of fin, when you fee the terrors of the law, 
smd are afraid of his judgments ; then you may be faid to be 
weary of your fins. And O how terrible do they appear when 
you are firft awakened to a fenfe of them j when you fee no- 
thing but the wrath of God ready to fall upon you, and you 
^e afraid of his judgments ! O how heavy is your fin to you 
then ! Then you feel the weight thereof, and that it is 
grievous to be borne. 

2. When you are obliged to cry out under the burden of 
your fins, and know not what to do for relief; when this is 
your cafe, you are weary of your fins. It does not confift in a 
wearinefs afl of a fudden : no, it is the continual burden of 
your foul, it is your grief and concern that you cannot live 
pyithoujt offending Gop^ and finning againjft him ; and thefe 

fins 
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fins are fo many and fo great, that you fear they will not be 
forgiven. 

I come, Sicondfyj to (hew you what is meant by coming to 
Christ. 

It is not, my brethren, coming with your own works : no, 

you muft come in full dependance upon the Lord Jesus 

Chhist, looking on him as the Lord who died to favq fin- 

ners : Go to him, tell him you are loft, undone, miferable 

finners, and that you deferve nothing but hell ; and when 

you thus go to the Lord Jesus Christ out of yourfelf, in 

full dependance on the Lord Jesus Christ, you will find 

him an able and a willing faviour : he is pleafed to fee finners 

coming to him in a fenfe of their own unworthinefs ; and 

when their cafe feems to be mod dangerous, mod diftreffed, 

then the Lord in his mercy fteps in and gives you his grace; 

he puts his Spirit within you, takes away your heart of ftoof, 

and gives you a heart of fiefh. Stand not out then againft 

this Lord, but go unto him, not in your own (Irength, bot 

in the ftrcngth of Jesus Christ. 

And this brings me, Tlnrdly^ to confidcr the exhortatiort- 
Christ gives unto all of you, high and low, rich and poor, 
one with another, to come unto him that you may have reft. 
And if Jesus Christ gives you reft, you may be fure it 
will be a reft indeed ; it will be fuch a reft a$ your foul wants ; 
it V ill be a reft which the world Can neither give nor take 
away. O come all of ye this night, and you fball find reft: 
Jesus Christ hath promifed it. Here is a gracious invita- 
tion, and do not let a little rain hurry you away from the 
hearing cf it} do but confider what the devil and damned 
fpirits would give to have the offer of mercy, and to accept of 
Christ, that they may be delivered from the torments they 
labour under, and muft do fo for ever ; or, how pleafing 
would this rain be to them to cool their parched tongues ; 
but they are denied both, while you have mercy oflTered to 
you J free and rich mercy to come to Christ : here is food 
tor your fouls, and the rain is to bring forth the fruits of the 
e^rth, as food for your bodies. Here is mercy upon mercy. 

Let 
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Let me bofeech you to come unto Christ, and he will 
ipve you reft : you fhall find reft unto your fouls. O you, 
my weary, burthened brethren, do but go to Christ in tbif 
Banner, and though you go to him weary,, you (hall find reft - 
before you come from him : let not any thing (hort of the 
Lord Jesus Christ be your reft; ibr wherever joM fcefc 
you will be difappointed ; but if you do but feck unti> thd ' 
Lord Jesus Christ, there you wUl find a fulnefs of ei^ery^ 
Bbing which your weary foul wants. Go to him th!s 
night i here is an invitation to all you who are weary fduls. 
He does not call you, O Fharifees ; no, it is only 'you 
weary Tinners ; and fure you will not fhiy from hfm, but ac- 
cept of his invitation ; do not delay ; one moment may biei 
^ngerous : death may take you ofFfuddenly. You know not 
but that a fit of the apoplexy may hurry you from time into 
eternity : therefore, be not for ftaying till you bav^ ibmc~ 
thing to bring ; come in all your rags, in all your filthinefi, 
in all your diftrefles, and you will foon find JesUs Christ 
ready to help, and to relieve you : he loves you as well in 
your rags, as in your beft garments ; he regards not your 
drefs s no, do but come unto him, and you iball foon find 
reft for your Ibuls. 

What fay you ? Shall I tell my Mafter yow will come 
Unto him, and that you will accept him on his own , terms. 
Let me, my brethren, bcfeech you to take Jssus without 
iny thing of your own righteoufnefs : for if you exped to mix 
Uiy thing of yourfelf with Christ, you build upon a fandy 
Foundation ; but if you take Christ for your reft, he will 
be that unto you. Let me befeech you to build upon this 
rock of ages. O my brethren, think of the gracious invita- 
tiofi, *' Come unto me," to Jesus Christ : it is be that 
^Ils you : And will you not go ? 

Come, come unto him. If your fouls were not immortal, 
and you in danger of lofing them, I would not thus fpeak 
unto you ; but the love of your fouls conftrains me to fpeak : 
methinks this would conftrain me to fpeak unto you for ever. 
Come then by faith, and lay hold of the Lord Jlsus : 
though he be in heaven, he now cajleth thee. Come, alt* ye 
drunkards, fwearers, fabbath-brcakers, adulterers, fornicators ; 
come, all ye fcoffers, harlots, thieves, and murderers, and 
3 Tfisvs 
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Jesus CttitrsT will favc yon ; he will give you reft, if yw 
are weary of your fins, O come lay hold upon him. Had I 
lefs love for yotir fouli, I might fpeak lefs ; but that love of 
God, which is (hed abroad in my heart, will not permit me 
to leave you, till I fee whether you will come to Christ or 
no. O for your life receive him, for fear he may never caH 
you any more. Behold, the Bridegroom cometh ; it may be 
this night the cry may be made. How would yeu bear this^ 
if you were fure to die before the morning light? God 
grant you may begin to live, that when the king of terrort 
fliall come, you may have nothi^ig to do but to commit yoar 
ibuls into the hands of a faithful Redeemer. 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God the 
Holy Ghoft, be all honour, praifes, dominion, aoi | 
power> henceforth and for evermore, Jftuny Amim. 
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SERMON XXII. 

The Folly and Danger of parting with Chris'T 
for the Pleafures and Profits of Life. 



Matthew viii. 23, to the End. 

And when he was entered into a Jhip^ his difciples foUawed bim. 
And behold^ there, arofe a great tempejl in the fea^ infomucb that 
thejhip was covered wish the waves : But he tvas ajleep. And 
his difciples cattie to him^ and awoke him^ faying^ Lord^ fave uSy 
we perifl). And he faith unto theniy Why are ye fearful^ O ye 
of little faith ? Then he arofe and rebuked the winds andthc fea^ 
and there was a great calm. But the men marvelled^ f'ying^ 
What manner of man is this^ thai even the winds and the fea 
obey him ! And ivhen he was come to the other fide into the coun*- 
try of the Gergefenes, there met him two poffeffed with devils^ 
coming out cf the tombs^ exceeding fierce^ fo that no man might 
pafs by that way. And behold^ they cried out ^ faying^ What have 
rue to do with thee, y^f^U ^hou Son cf God? Art thou come 
hither to torment us before the time ? And there wasy a good 
way off from them^ an herd of many fivinc^ feeding. So tht 
devils befought him, faying , If thou cafl us out, fuffer us to go 
ffOuay into the herd offwine. And he [aid unto them. Go : And 
when they were come out, they went into the herd of fwine\ 
nnd behold, the whole herd offivine ran violently down a Jlcep 
place into the fea, and perijhed in the waters* And they that 
kept them, fled and went their ways into the city, and told every 
thing ; and what was befallen to the poffffed of the devils. And 
behold, the whole city came out to meet Jefus, and when they faw 
him, thty befought hbn that he would depart out of their coajh. 

IF wre were but fcnfible of the great neeeffity there is^ irt 
this our day, of being real chriftians, fare we ftiould not . 
be contented with being nominal ones ; biit we are funk into 
I know not what 3 we are no better than baj>tifed heathens: 

And 
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And how amazing is it» that we (hould profefs the name d 
Christ, and yet fo little converfe about bim ; Airely, this 
name whereby we are called, ihould be the theme of our dif- 
courfe here, and of out* eternal Hallelujahs in a world to come. 
But is it not more amazing, to confider, that inftead of the naiiie 
of Jesus, whereby we are to have falvation, we are caught u> 
look for it in ourfclves, and that there mud be a iitnefi id ui 
before Goo beftows his grace and favour upon us. But what 
doctrine is this? Not the dofirine of the fcripture, not the 
dodrine of Jesus, not that of the primitive chriftians, not that 
of the reformation, nor chat of the articles of the church of 
England: No, it is the doctrine of the devil : this is makiig 
Christ but half a Saviour, and driving man into an error of 
the greateft confequence, in making him go to Jesus in bij 
own flrength, and not in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ : But, my brethren, unlefs you go in the ftrengtbof 
Jesus Christ ; unlefs you depend only upon him for falva- 
tion ; unlefs he is your wifdom, righteoufnefs and fandifica- 
tion, he will never be your redemption. Our falvation is the 
free gift of Goi> j it is owing to his free love, and the fnt 
grace of Jesus Christ, that ever you arc faved. 

Qfl not flatter yourfclves of being good enough, bccaufe 
you are morally fo ; becaufc you go to church, fay the prayers^ 
and take the facramcnt, therefore you think no more is re- 
quired : alas, you are deceiving your own fouls v and if God,- 
m his free grace and mercy, does not fhew you your ertor, 
it will only be leading you a fofter way to your eternal ruinj 
but God forbid that any of you, to whom I am now fpcak- 
ing, fhould imagine this ; no, }'ou mud be abafed, and Go0 
muft be exalted, or you will never begin at the right end, yotf 
will never fce Je^us with comfort or fatisfadion, unlefs yoo 
go to^ him only on the account of what he has done and 
futfercd. 

Is it not plain to a demonftration^ that we are afting the 
part of the Gcrgefenesy who came and defired Jesus to depart 
frorfl them : Let us cOnfider the words, and then wc mall fvC 
how exactly wc are performing the part of thefe men over 
again ^ 

And wbm be was entered into ajhlp hU difaples followed bim 

Ck«iit 



• Chrwt had been working of jpany miracles, as we fnay 
read a few verfcs before; and as he continually went about 
doing good, fo now he was going to the country of the G^r- 
fefines to difpoffefs two, who were poflefled with devils ; and 
Ilis difciples followed him: No doubt they were reproached 
and pointed at, for following fuch a babbler, as the Scribes 
and Pharifees efteemed the Lord Jfisus Christ : Doubtlefs 
they were pointed at, jeered, fcoiFed, and efteemed madmen^ 
cnthufiafts, and a parcel of rabble j but ftill they followed the 
Lord Jesus Christ, they did not mind a little reproach ; no^ 
they loved their Matter too well to forbear following him. for 
the fake of a little perfecution. And if you do but love the 
Lord Jesus Christ, love him above all, you will follow 
him in fpight of the malice of all the Scribes and Pharifees of 
this generation. 

jtnd behold there arofe a great temfejl on the fta. 

The prefcnce of Christ in the {hip, did not prcferve the 
djifciples from fears and troubles j they were filled with uneafi- 
Aefs, although Christ was with them : this was only for a 
trial of their faith, to fee if they would ftand fad for the Lord 
in a perfecuting time. My dear brethren, if the Lord is^try- 
ing of you, do not give out; no, ftand faft in all that the Lord 
may call you to fuffer : It is eafy to follow Christ when all 
things are fafe : but your love to Jesus Christ would be 
fecn more, if you muft lofe your lives, or deny your Jesus j 
it would be a trial of your love, when fire and faggot was be- 
fore you, if you would rufli into that, rather than flie from the 
truth as it is in Jesus. Though all things are calm now, the 
ftorm is gathering, and by and by it will break ; it is at prc- 
fcnt no bigger than a man's hand \ but when it is full it will 
break, and then you will fee whether you are found chriflians 
or not. Perfecution would fcatter the hypocrites, and make 
nominal chriftians afraid to worjfhip God ; they would then 
foon turn unto the world and the things of it. 

Ani his iifciples came to him^ and awoke him^ faying^ Lord, 
fove us J weperijh. And he faith unto them^ IVhy are ye fearful^ 
O ye of little faith ? Then he arofe and rebuked the winds and the 
fea^ and there was a great calm* But the men marvelled^ faying^ 

Vol. V. X fVhat 
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Tt%at manner of man is tbis^ thai even tbi winds and ibefea Aq 
him ! 

Here wc may fee the great cMnpaflion of the Lord Jiiw 
Christ ; no iboner had the difciplcs awakened him, and be 
faw their danger, but he rebuked the winds and Teas, and all 
things were calm : Thus it was in a natural way, and will 
be fo in a fpiritual one ; for no fooner docs Jesus Christ 
fpeak peace to a troubled foul, but all is calm and quiet: Now 
pone but God could have performed this great miracle, and 
' therefore it is no wonder that his difciples and the men of 
' ^c (hip were amazed to fee the wonders he performed ; and 
they could not forbear to exprefs their fenfe thereof, by in- 
quiring, *' What manner of man is this V* 

And when the Lord has brought you out of trouble, you 
will be amazed at the gracious dealings of the Lord with 
you, and wonder that he would fo eafily remove your troobles 
from you, when you have deferved nothing but wrath and 
deftruclion, and to be puniflied to all eternity. 

And when he was come to the other Jide into the country rfthe 
Gergcfencs, there met him two pojfejfed with devils^ coming outtf 
tfje tomhy exceeding fierce^ fo that no man might pafs by that woj* 
And behold^ they cried outy faying^ What have we to do with thetj i 
J £ 5 u s , thcu Son of God i Art tbou come hither to torment us b^t L 
the time s" 

'i^wo men, who were poflefled bodily with that evil one who 
is going about feeking whom he may devour, met Jisus-; 
as foon as they faw him they were afraid, and creid out: 
though they made every one afraid of them, yet they fio , 
fooner faw Christ, but their power left them, and th^y 
cried out, ♦* What have wc to do with thee, Jesus, tbou 
Son of God ?" We know that thou art GoD ; we do not 
wane thee, we have no power over thee, but thou haft overos, 
and we fear thou art come to torment us before our time; w« 
know that we are to be brought to judgment, and thereSoce 
we would not be tormented until that time come. 

And there was^ a^ood way off from them^ a herd of many fifiui 
fcMitjg. So the devils befought him^ f<^ing^ If thou ca/i us flrfj 
fu^er us tc p into the herd cffwine* 
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*rhc evil fpiriM were fenfible that CHitist Mras t6ntb to 
flifpoflefs them, and that their time was now come, when they 
fhuft leave the bodies of thefe two men j for when Christ 
tomes, who is ftronger than the ftrong man armed, all muft 
■fell before him; they could not ftand againft the power of 
Christ : And here we may obferve^ that though the devil is 
an encmy^ yet he is a chained one; he cannot hurt a poor 
iMHrine until he has power given him from above : and we nh^y 
likewife fee the malice of the devil, that he would hurt a poor 
fwine rather than do no mifchief ; and the devil would, if in 
bis power, deftroy eac)i of your fouls, but Christ,, by bi$ 
ioightypoV^er, prevents him. 

. jfkd htfaid unto them^ Go : And when they tVefe totne ciit^ fhej^ 
%oeHt into the herd of fwine 5 and behold j th€ whole herd of fwi>ie 
ran violently down a fieep place into the fea^ and perijhed in the 
waters. And they that kept themfltd^ and went their ways into iht 
tt'/y, and told every things and what was befallen to ihe pnffeffei 
9f the devils. And beholdy the whole city came out to meet Jis^^tj 
mnd fthen they faw him^ they befought him that he would depart 
0ilt of their coajis. 

• Here obfervei that no foorter had Christ given the devils 
permiffion to cittcr the fwine, but they did, arid their malice 
was fo great^ that the fwine ran violently down a fteep place 
into the fea, and were drowned. 

What poor fpite was here, that the devi) (hould difturb poor 
fwine ! And the cfty, therefore^ was fo grieved for the lofs of 
a little wealth, that they came and befought Christ to de- 
part ; they did not want his company | they preferred a few 
poor fwine before the company pf Christ ; a few worldly 
goods, a little pleafore,- or any thing rsither than Christ,- part 
with GhrIst before any thing ; but one, who is fenfible of 
the love of Christ, will part with all^ rather than with the 
LoRcf Jesus Christ. 

Thus far the letter of the ftory goes; perhaps you think 
there is nothing to be learned herefrom, and that this is all 
|roo are to underfiand by it ; but if fo, my brethren^ you are 
!ftucb miftaken 5 fof here is an excellent Icffon to be learned, 
md that you vi^ill fee, by confidering the words again, in a 
piritual fenfe^ 

X2 And 
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And heboid^ there aroft a great iempefl in tbtfia^ infomucb tiii 
the /hip was covered with the waves : but be was ajteep. 

And <Io not you frequently experience great tempefts in thil 

world ? docs not the fia of temptation beat over your ibuls? 

you are afraid left you (hould be overcome by them ; you can 

fee no vi^ay to efcape, for your fouls are covered with waves, 

and you expert to be fwallowed up in the tempeft ; you are 

afraid left you fhould fall into the hands of the evil one. O 

do not fear, for Jesus Christ, though he may be afleep to 

your thinking, yet will keep you, he will preferve you from 

the raging of the men, of the Pharifees of this world ; thejf 

may rage and fpit forth all their venom againft you, ftill 

Christ will deliver, preferve and proted you ; if you but 

feek unto him in a fenfe cf your own helplefsnefs and unwor- 

thinefs, you will foon find he is a God ready to pardon tmL 

forgive. O that all that hear me would be perfuaded to boir 

their knee, and their hearts, as foon as they go home: but 

alas, how many of our chrifiians go to God, day by day, and 

call him. Father, which is but mocking of God, when the 

devil is their father ; None have a right to call him (ktber» 

but thofc who have received the fpirit of adoption, wherebf 

they have a right to call him, " Abba, Father." Ceuld the 

brute beafts fpeak, they might call God father as well as fome 

of you ; for he is their Creator to whom they owe their being; 

but this will not entitle you to call God father, in a fpiritual 

fenfe ; no, you muft be born again of GoD ; however yoa 

may flatter yourfelves, you muft have an inward principle 

wrought in your hearts by faith. This you muft experiencC| 

this, this you muft feel before you are chriftians indeed. 

Tne Lord Jesus Christ takes notice of each of you: 
you may think the Lord does not take notice of us, becinCB, 
we are in a f.eld, and out of church walls; but he does ob* 
ferve with what view you came this evening to hear his word; 
he knows whether it was to fntisfy your curiofity, or to find 
out wherewith you might ridicule the preacher. The thougta 
and intentions of all your hearts arc not hidden from JesW 
Chri'T ; though he m-iy lenn to be afleep, becatife you art, 
at preRnt, inferfible of his woiVin^s upon your heart, and he 
max not fee-a to tak?" notice *- f you, and regard you, no more 
than he did the Syrophccnician woman ; yet he will turn to 

you 
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y6u and behold you with love ^ the Lord will be mindful of 
you in due time, and fpeak peace to your troubled foul, though 
the fea of troubles is beating over you, though the Pbarifees of 
Ibis day are fcofiing at you, yet, when Christ rebukes, then 
they iball ceafe. 

Do not depend on yourfelf : fay unto him, " Save us, Lord, 
or we perifb :" befeech him to be your guide, and your fal- 
vation : I befeech you, by the tender mercies of God, which 
are in Christ Jesus, that you prefent yourfelves to him, 
aa your reafonable fervice. 

Awake, you that fleep, and arife from the dead, from the 

death of fin, and Christ then* will give you the light of his 

/ighteoufnefs. Come to Christ and you fliall be welcome ; 

O come unto this blefied Jesus, come notwithftanding your 

vilenefs ; for if you come not you will perifti : If Christ 

.does not fave you, your own good meaning, your own good in- 

.tentions cannot ; no, as you are in your blood, fo you mud 

.perifli in your blood ; but if you come to Christ you will 

.find mercy, you (hall not peri(h. You cannot find falvation in 

.^ny other but in Christ i if the difciples could have faved 

.. themfelves, they would not have awoken Jesus Christ ; but 

. they were fenfible that no one could fave them but him ; and 

therefore they cried out unto him ; and fo you, who are 

under the fenfe of fin, who are in fear of hell, if you feek 

unto your own works, you only feek your own death ; for 

there is no fitnefs in you. I fpeak the truth in Christ 

Jesus, I lie not, there is no fitnefs in you, but a funels for 

eternal damnation i for what are you by nature, but children 

of wrath, and youi hearts are Satan's garrifon. Bccaufe yoa 

have gone to church, faid the prayers, gone to the facra- 

ment, and done no one any harm, you fpeak peace to your 

(ouls ; and all is In peace you think, and your cafe is good 

enough ; but indeed, all is a falfe peace, and if you have no 

other peace than this, you muft (hortly lie down in everlafting 

.flames; this is an ungrounded, felf- created peace, and if 

you truft to this peace you will perifh. 

But do as the difciples did when they were in diftrefs ; 
they go to Christ and fay to him, " Lord, fave us, we 
pcrifli.'* I offlr you falvation this day ; the door of mercy is 
not yet (hut, there does yet remain a facrificc for fin, for all 
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thit wll! 2ccf pt of the Lord Jescs Christ ; he only knovi 
thf inmofl t!7.o ight? of thy htirr, he will embrace you in tlu 
a:;r.5 :r' h s lave 4 he fees the firti r fmgs of grace in you, and 
wonld w.llin^!y encourage it : the angeb long for your be- 
ing ill the iovc and favour of God ; they will rejoice Co fe« 
j>.u turn from fin unco him. All the minifters of the bJeflfd 
Jesus would be glad to be indruments to turn you from 
daiknefs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God. 

And hfaiih to them^ why are ye fearful^ Q ye of Utile faith t 
And fo, my brethren, I may fay to you ; why are you 
fearful to leave your fms and turn to God \ O turn to him, 
turn in a fenfe of your own unworthinefs ; tell him how 
polluted you are, how vile, and be not faithlefs, but believe; 
do not go in your own ftrength, and then you need not feir, 
Why fear yc that the Lord Jfisus Christ will not accept 
cf ycu ? your fms will be no hindrance, your unvvorthineb 
wiil be no hindrance ; if your own corrupt hearts do not keep 
ycu back, or if your own good works do not hinder you from 
con^ir.g, nothir*g will hinder Christ from receiving of you: 
I'.c loves tr> fee poor fmners coming to him, he is pleafcdto 
fee them lie at his feet pleading his promifes : and if you 
thus c:;mc 10 Christ, hir will not fend you away without 
his Spirit ; no, but will receive and blcfs you. 

O do net put a night on ir.tinite love: what would you 
ha\c CnrvisT do more ? Is it not enough for him to come 
on purpofe to fave ? Will you not ferve GoD in your fours, 
as well as with your bodies ? If not, you arc only deceiving 
yourftlvcs, and mocking of GoD ; he muft have the heart, 
O ye of little faith, why are ye fearful left he (hould not 
accept of you? If you will not believe me, fure you will be- 
lieve the Lord Jesl's Christ; he has told thee that he 
VI ill receive you : then why tarry ye, and do not go to him 
directly ? Docs he drfir*; impoffibUities ? It is only, " Give 
me thy heart :" or, does he want your heart only for the 
fame end as the devil decs, to make you miferable ? no, he 
only wants you to believe on him, that you might be faved. 
1'his, this, 'is all the der.r Saviour defircs, to make you bappyi 
that you may leave your fin?, to fit down eternally with him, 
at the marriage fuppcr of the Lamb. 

3 th^ 
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, Then be areji and rebuked the winds and the f$a^ and there vMt 
m great calm. 

Thu8, you fee, it was only in the power of Christ to 
flop the raging of the fea ; he rebuked it : the difciples might 
have fpoken for ever, and it would not have ceafed : fo it it 
with the word preached ; I may preach to you while I live ; 
I may fpeak till I can fpeak no more ; but the doiSrines of 
Christ will never do you good, unlefs he imprefs them upon 
your hearts : O then, in all thy troubles look up to Christ, 
that he may rebuke theqi ; and if he fpeaka the word, then 
they fhali ceafe. If the Pharifees of this generation fcoiF and 
jeer you, if they fay all manner of evil againft you, do not 
anfwer them ; leave it unto Christ to rebuke them ; for all 
you can fay will be of no more (igniiication, than the dif-^ 
ciples fpeaking to the fea ; but when Christ fpcaks the 
word, then they {hall ceafe; let it not difcourage you, fur 
if yoii will live godly in Christ Jesus, you muft fuffer per- 
lecution, 

' It is true, that thofe who are finccrely good, are fet up 
for marks for every one to flioot at. There is a continual 
enmity between the feed of the woman and the feed of the kx^ 
pent ; if you were of the world, the world would love its 
own ; but becaufe Christ hath chofen you out of the world, 
therefore it hateth you. 

Do not think pf following Christ into glory, unlefs you 
go through the prefs here. Look forward, my brethren, into 
eternity, and behold Christ coming, and his reward with 
him, to give a kind rccompence for all the temptations an4 
difficulties of this prefent life. 

But the men marvelled^ faying^ JVljat manner of man is thh^ 
that even the winds and the feas obey him ! 

The men of the fliip were amazed to fee the miracle that 
Jesus Christ wrought only by his word ; they thought he 
was fomething more than a man. And have not we as much 
reafon to admire, that when we are overwhelmed with 
troubles, from within and without, that Jesus Christ, 
only by the word of his power, (bould fpeak peace, and then 
there is peace indeed. Wh^n God iirft awaken^ us with a 
fenfe of fin, and fets his terror? in ^rray againft us, then there 
ire troubles , and tempefts; for Satan having got pofrtfin:>n, 
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before he will give place, he will fight and ftrivchard to keep 
the foul from clofing with Jesus : But when Christ comcii 
he ftorms the heart, he breaks the peace, he .giveth it moft 
terrible alarms of^ judgment and hel), he fets all in a com- 
buihoii or fear and forrow, 'till he hath forced it to yield to 
his mere mercy, and take him for its governor ; then Satan 
is caft out ; then the ftorm is rebuked, and he eftablilhes 4 
firm and lading peace. 

Can the fea be dill while the wind is raging ? no, it is im- 
poflible : fo it is that there can be no peace in the foul, while 
it is at enmity with Christ ; indeed, it may flatter itfelf 
and fpeak peace, but there can be no true peace : tbo' thou, 
O Pharifee, may harden and fortify thy heart againft feari 
grief, and trouble, yet, as fure as God is true, they will 
batter down thy proud and fortified fpirit, and feize upon it, 
and drive thee to amazement. This will be done here, or 
hereafter; here in mercy, or hereafter in yftztk andjudg- 
mei^t. 

O my brethren, confider what Christ hath done, and 
you will be adoniihed that he has done fo much for fuck 
wicked wretches as you and I are. If you are eafy under 
the ftorm and tempeft of fin, and do not cry to Christ for 
falvatiou, thou art in a dangerous condition : and it is i 
wonder to confider, how a man that is not fure of having 
made his peace with God, can eat, or drink, or live in peace; 
that thou art not afraid, when thou lieft down, that thou 
Ihould'ft awake in hell : but if Christ fpeak peace unto tby 
foul, who can then fpeak trouble ? None ; no, not men or 
devils : Therefore, lie down at the feet of Christ whoin 
you 'nave rcfifted, and fay. Lord, what wouldft thou ha?c 
mc to do ? and he will rebuke the winds and feas of tby 
troubled mind^ and all things will be calm. 

Aftd when he was come to the other Jide into the country of iU 
Gcrgcfcnes, ihtrc tnet him two pojf'ejfed wifh devils^ coming 9ui 
fifths tomhs^ exceeding fierce^ Jo that no uian might pa/s hy (Iu4 
%viiy. 

l^he Lord Jesus Christ, who went about doing good 
continually, very well knew, that he (bould meet two poor 
nien in this country of the Gergefenes^ who were pofTefied with 
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devils 4 and Jesus Christ went on purpofe that way^ that 
he might relieve them. The devil, where he has the powci^ 
never wants will : but as I faid before, fo I fay again, though ' 
the devil is an enemy, yet he is a chained one ; he could 
liot-deftroy thefe two poor men, he could not hurt the people 
that pafled that way, he could only terrify them : and thus it 
fo with you ; the devil tries his utmoft fkill and power ta 
frighten you from coming to the Lord Jesus Christ ; he 
lifes the utmoft of his endeavours to keep poor fick and 
weary tinners from coming to'Jnsus ; if he can but make 
jrou lofe your fouls, it is the end he aims at. 

And how many fouls does he keep from Christ, for fear 
of reproach? Many thoufands would willingly fee Christ 
jn bia glory, in the world to come, and would be happy with 
faim there, but they are afraid of being now laughed at, and of 
iiearing the pharifees fay, here is another of his followers : 
they are afraid of lofmg their worldly bufmefs, or of being 
icounted methodiftically mad and fit for bedlam. I doubt 
aiot but many are kept from Jesus Christ, for fear of a 
little hurt or inconveniency. 

What will fuch fay, when the Lord Jesus Christ fhall 
lippear in his glory i Would you be glad to be confefled 
by him then, you muft now not be afhamed of confeifing 
him before men : let not the fiercenefs of the devil keep you 
back from Christ, for fear of being counted fools ; for the 
time will come, when it will be found who are truly wife, 
and who are truly mad. 

Are you afraid to ftand up for the caufe of Christ in the 
world ? Dare not you be Angularly good ? Are you afraid 
of being members of Jesus Christ? I tell you, fuch per- 
fons would crucify him afreln were he in the world. But do 
not you, my brethren, fo, learn Christ ; let not the temp- 
tations of the devil keep you from coming to the Lord Jesus 
. Christ ; he mriy be fierce, he may hurry you from place to 
place, but ftrive with him, fo that he may not drive you 
from Christ ; and if you feek unto Christ, he will fo help 
you that you fhall refift the devil, and then he will fly from 
you; Chri:.t will difpofl'eis him, be not afraid therefore 
p} meet Jesus Christ s tell him all that your fouls want, 
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and he will give it to you ; and you (hall not be any longer 
f roubled with the fierce outrages of the devil^ 

And they cried out^ faying^ what bavi tut to Jo with thn^ 
Jesus, thou Son of God i Art thou eonu to tomuut us htfort the 
timi ? 

As foon as the devils obferved Jesus coming near, then 
they were afraid, left he was come to puniih them before tbst 
. day of accounts, when all muft be brought to judgment. . 

The devils themfelves are enough to convince all our polite 
Arians and Socinians. They here own the Lord Jbsm 
Christ to be God blciTed for ever; they feel his power, 
and are afTured of his being the God who muft condemn them 
at the great day of accounts ; and they were afraid left, the 
Lord Jesus Christ was come to punifli them now* But 
though the devils believe the divinity of Christ, yet dn 
world fwarms with Arians and Socinians. 

The Arians make Christ no more than a titular Gofi^ a 
fubordinate deity, one who was more than man, and yetleii 
than Goo ; that he was a prophet fent from God they own, 
but deny him to be equal with the Father. But I hope, mjr 
brethren, he is to you, what our creed makes him, God of 
God, very God of very God, co-eternal and confubftantial 
with the Father ; that as there was not a moment of time ia 
which God the Father was not, fo there is not a moment of 
time in which God the Son was not* For he fays himreif, 
*' All things were made by him ;" and if they were made by 
him, he muft be God ; and whoever reads but the word of 
God, will find divine homage is paid to him, ^< and that 
he thought it no robbery to be equal with God ;" he is " the 
Alpha and Omega." Thefe and a great many more places 
might be brought to prove the divinity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ ; he could never have made fatisfaftion for our fins 
if he had not been God as well as Man. As Man he fuffered; 
as God he fatisHed \ fo was God and man in one perfon; 
he took our nature upon him, and was offered upon the croft 
for the fins of all thofe who come unto him, which if he hs^l 
not been God he could never have fatisfied for. It nuiy be 
proved, even to a demonflration, that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is Gon^ and that he is ecjual with the Father. 

The 
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^he Socinians do not go To far as the others ; they look on 
Christ to be no more than a good man, who told the people 
their duty, and died in defence of the dodrines which he de- 
Ikrered unto them. 

Btrt I hope there are none fudi here, that have fo low and 
dtflionourable thoughts of the blefled Jesus, and that thus 
de^pife the divinity of the Lord who bought them. No, I 
hope better things of you, and things that accompany falvation* 
Think you, that any one who denies the deity of Christ can 
iver be^faved by him, living and dying in that ftate f Surely, 
:he time will come, when they who have denied his Deity, 
(halt feci the power of it hereafter; they (hail feel that he is 
I7OD as well as man ; then he will be owned as God by all 
:hofe who now dare to deny his truths ; but GoD forbid it 
hould go undetermined till then ! Woe unto the polite in- 
&Jels of this generation, for the devils will rife up in judg- 
ment againft them. 

If any fuch are here, confider what you are doing of, be- 
fore it is too late ; return, return ye unto the Lord, and 
he will have mercy upon you, and to Jesus Christ, and ha 
will abundantly pardon. O my friends, let me befeech you 
to confider what you are about, left you fall into hell, and 
there be none to deliver you. 

And the devils befiught him^ fi^ying^ If thou cajl us out^ fujfir 
w t9 go away into the herd offwine. And he faid unto them^ Go : 
And when they were come outj they went into the herd of fwine ; 
4md behold^ the wMe herd of fwine ran violently down a Jieep 
place into the fea<^ and perijhedin the waters. 

Here we may fee, that no fooner had the devil power, but 
he puts it into execution ; thus, if the devil has but power to 
tempt, or to hurry a foul, O how grievous a tyrant he is, 
hurrying from one temptation to another, from one fin unto 
another, and would, if it were poffible, hurry you all into 
hell with as much violence, as he did the poor fwine into the 
fca; but Christ by his grace prevents it. Jesus Christ 
died for fouls, and therefore the devil cannot do with them as 
he will ; he may have the will, but he cannot get the power. 
It is plain, that when the devil himfcif, or perfccuting men, 
get the power, they will harrafs the poor chriftians j every 
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thing is too good for them, and they are not worthy to beTet 
with the dogs of the flock. My brethren, how joyful would 
many be, it the laws of our land would permit them to de* 
firoy us ; how would the Pharifees hurry us to prifon and to 
death; but, blefTed be GoD, he docs not fay to them, ai 
to the devil, " Go :" No, he bids them ftay, he hedges 
their way up with thorns that they cannot ftir to hurt usj 
they would fain, but they dare not deftroy us ; nothing with- 
holds them but the power of the blefled Jesus. And there- 
fore, be not afraid of their wrath though it is cmel, and of 
their anger though it be fierce : let them {hoot their arrows, 
even bitter words, -.'gainft us, blefled be God, the fliield of 
faith will be a prrfervative againft them all. 

And when you are thus preferved, it will be the occafioa 
of joy in the Holy Ghoft ; though many look on the joy of 
the Holy Ghoft as cnthufiafm and madnefs, and fay that 
there is no fuch thing ; but well do I know there is, it cac-. 
ries its own evidence along with it. Plead therefore with 
God, in the name of Jesus Christ ; continue to wreftle 
with him, until he beftows the bleffing upon you, and gives 
you a feeling of that joy which the world intermeddles not 
with, and which they are firangers to ; indeed the devil may 
ftir up his agents to hurry us from one trouble to another; 
but it will not fignity, for the Lord Jesus Christ will 
not fuiFer him to hurry us into hell; no, but will give us 
bis Spirit, which will be a prefervative againft all the af- 
faults of the devil. Now fee what followed this miracle, 
which Jesus had wrought, by permitting the devil to enter 
into the herd of fwine. 

Jind they that kept themjUd^ and went their ways into the ciiff 
and isid tvity thing ^ and what was hefaiUn to the pojpjjid of tht 
droils. 

The people were fo amazed to fee the power that Christ 
had, and the malice with which the devil was poflefled, tbit 
they were afraid, and told all that had befallen the poficffed 
jOt the devils : and fo, when the fpirit of God has been at 
woik on your fouls, and you are bro^jghc to feel the power 
of God upon your h-arts, you vkill be fo overjoyed that you 
will tell to every one what great things God has done for 
5 JOttT 
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)ur fouls; you will be fo full of joy, that you will de-^ 
are the whole working of God on your hearts, and you 
ill declare bow you have been enabled to overcome Satan, 
id how you were afFeded at fuch a fermon, in fuch a place, 
id at fuch a time. 

You will then love to talk of Jesus; no converfation will 
: fo pleaiing as that of the Lord Jesus Christ; n<s 
I will be altogether lovely unto you, when you have once 
fted of bis love, and felt the power of his grace upon your 
earts. 

Jnd behold^ the wboU city came out to mat Jesvs^ and when 
\eyfaw bim^ tbey bef ought bim thai be would depart out of their 
lajls. 

The whole city came to meet Jbs us, not to worlhip, nor 
) thank him for the releafmg of the two poor men who were 
ofleiTed ; no, but to befeech him to go from them ; they 
ilued their fwine more than the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
ad rather part from him, than them : and have we not 
nong us, thoufands who call themfelves chriftians, who had 
ither part with Chri$t than their pleafures ? A play, a ball, 
r an aflembly is far more agreeable to them than the com- 
any and prefence of the Lord Jesus Christ : if they can 
ut indulge their fenfual appetite, pleafe and pamper their 
ellies, fatisfy the luft of the eye, the luft of the flefli, and 
ie pride of life, they regard no more, but reft contented, as 
* they were to live here always. O my dear brethren, I 
ope none of you can reft contented with fuch proceed- 
igs as thefe, but that you like the company of the Lord 
Esus too well to part with him for a few delights of this 
fe : and are there not many, who part with Christ for 
leir own good works, and think they can go to heaven, if 
liey do but go to church and fay their prayers and take the 
icrament ? but alas I they will be much deceived, for if they 
eft in any thing (hort of the Lord Jesus, if they do not 
lake him the chief corner-ftone, they will fall infinitely (hort 
f what they flattered themfelves to attain unto. 

I would fpeak a few words to you before I part from you 
his evening, by way of application. Let me befeech you 
come to Jesus Christ j I invite you all to come to him 
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and receive liim :i5 y6ur Lord and Saviour ; lie is tnij W 
receive you : if you s(re afraid to go becaufe you are in a lol 
condition, he came to fave fuch ; dnd to fuch as were wmif 
and heavy laden^ fuch as feel the weight and burden of thit. 
fins, he has promifed he will give tefk : fuch as feel tiic 
weight and burden of their fitit on their fouls, a burden too 
heavy for them to bear, are weary of it, and know hot hot 
to obtain deliverance of it, in the name of my Lore^ mi 
mafter, I invite you to come to him, that you may find idi 
for your fouls. 

If you will but come unto him he will not reproach yoo, » 
juftly he might ; he will not tcSeSL upon you fdr nolt comiog 
fooner unto him ; no, my dear brethren j he wffl rqCiceauii 
be glad, and will fay unto you, ** Son, daughter, be ofgcxit ( 
cheer, your fins are forgiven you :'* thefc words he faid ts 
others ; and if you will but come unto him, by faith in Ik 
blood, he is ready to fay the fame unto you noW, as hr dij 
to them formerly, for '* he is the fame to-day, yefterday mi 
for ever :" though he fufFered on the crofs feventcen hundrai 
years ago, yet he is the fame in goodnefs and power » ever 
he was. 

He calls you, by his miniftcrs ; O coifte unto hhn, bkfg « 
him to break your ftubborn hearts, that you may be willing 
to be brought to him in his own way, to be made poor in 
fpirit, and entitled to an inheritance among them that aft 
fan£li(ied. 

O come and drink of the water of IJfe ; you m4y buy with- 
out money and without price ; he is labouring to bring yotf 
back from fin, and from Satan unto himfelf : open the door 
of your hearts, and the King of glory Ihall enter ift. 

But if you are Grangers to this do£lrine, and account it 
foolifhnefs ; err, if you think you have enoogb of your owrf 
to recommend you to the favour of God, however you may 
go to church, or receive the facrament,- yotr have no tnle 
love to the Lord Jesus Christ ; you are ftrangers to the 
truth of grace in your heans, and are unacquarnted with the 
new-birth ; you do not know what it is to have your natures 
changed ; and 'till you do experience thefc things, you nevei 
can enter mtg the kingdom of GoD. 
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t (hall I fay, my brethren, unto you ? My heart is 
is quite full, and I muft fpeak, or I ihall burft. 
do you think your fouls of no value i do you eftecm 
i not worth fa.ving ? Are your pleafures worth more 
mr fouls ? Had you rather regard the diverHons of 
s, than the falvation of your fouls ? If fo, you will 
5 partakers with him in glory ; but if you come unto 
e will give you a new nature, fupply you with his 
ere, and bring you to glory hereafter ; and there you 
ig praifes and hallelujahs to the Lamb for ever, 
may this be the happy end of all who hear me ! may 
RD guide you by his counfel, until he comes to. fetch 
heaven, and make you partakers of his glory ! 
he dired you in his ways, and lead you in thofe paths 
lead to everlafting life ! May you ' be holy here, and 
tiereaftcr: may your lives anfwer the profeffion you . 
that we may all be found at the right hand of the 
Jesus Christ, when he fhall come to judge the world 
ng to our works, whether they be good or evil ! and 
; then may be prefented faultlefs before the .prefence 
glory with exceeding joy^ God of his infinite mercy 
&c. 
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SERMON XXIII. 

Marks of a true Converfion. 



Matthew xviih g, 

Ferifyj I f^ unto you ^ except ye ie converted, andlecM 
as little children, ye JJiall not enter into the kinidm , 
€/ heaven. 

ISuppofe I may take it for granted, that all of you, amoo| 
whom I am now about to preach the kingdom of GoD| 
are fully convinced, that it is appointed for all men once todicj 
and that ye all really believe that after death comes the judg' 
ipent, and that the confequence of that judgment will be, 
that ye muft be doomed to dwell in the blacknefs of darknefij 
or afcend to dwell with the blefled God, for ever and ever. 
I may take it for granted alfo, that whatever your practice in 
common life may be, there is not one, though ever (o profii* 
gate and abandoned, but hopes to go to that place, which the 
Icriptures call Heaven, when he dies. And, I think, if I know 
any thing of mine own heart, my heart's defire, as weU as my 
prayer to God, for you all, is, that I may fee you fitting down 
in the kingdom of our heavenly Father. But then, though we 
all hope to go to heaven when we die, yet, if we may judge by 
people's lives, and our Lord fays, *' that by their fruits we 
may know them," I am afraid it will be found, that thoufandt, 
and ten thoufands, who hope to go to this blefled place after 
death, are not now in the way to it while they live* Thougli 
we call ourfelves chriftians, and would confider it as an aflFront 
put upon us, for any one to doubt whether we were cbrifiians 
or not ; yet there are a great many, w ho bear the name of 
Christ, that yet do not fo much as know what real chrif- 
tianity is. Hcnc« it is, that if you alk a great many, upon 
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irhat the!/ bopes of heaven are founded, they witl tell 
hat they balong to this, or that, or the other denomir 
ind part gl chriftitns, into which Chriftendcm is now unhi^i^itjr 
livided. If you a(k others. Upon what foundation they have 
»uitt their hope of heaven, they will tell you, that thsy have 
been baptised, that their fathers and mothers prefented them 
to the Lord Jesus CMRt3t to their infancy; ahd though^ 
Inftead of fighting tihder Christ's banner^* they have been 
Eghting agatnft him, almoft ever fince they were baptifed, y«t 
bocaufe they have been admireed to church, ahd their ffaitieii 
•fe in the Regiftcr-book of the parifh^ therefore they wilL 
teke ua believe, that their names are alfo written ih the book 
M life. But a great many, who will tiot build their hbp^s of 
Idvatioh upon fuch a forry rotten foundation as this, yet if 
Chey are^ what we generally callj negatively good peo'ple \ if 
Ikcy live fo as their neighbour^ cannot fay that tliey do any 
liily harm) they do not doubt but they ihall be happy when 
IkRy die ; hay, I have found many fuch die, as the fcriptur^S 
Qieaks^ ** without any bands in their death." And if a per foil 
It what the world calls an honeft moral man, if he does juflly, 
tad, what th^ world calls, loves at little mercy, is nov^ and 
^hen good-natured, reacheth out his hahd to the poor, receivet 
iBefacrament once or twice a year, and is outwardljr fdber and 
honeft^ thfc world looks upoti fuch an one a$ a chriftinh in- 
lieed, and doubtlefs we are to judge chariubly of every fuch 
perfon. There are many likewife, who go on in a round of 
rtisties^ a model of perfefmancedj that think they Iball go to 
betven; but if you examine them, though they have a ChrkT 
in their head», they have no Christ in their hearts. 

The Lord Jesus CfiRist knew thii full well ; he knew 
bow defperately wicked and deceitful mens hearts w^re j he 
knew very well how many would go td hell even by the very 
^ates bf beaveuj how many v^ould climb up even to the door, 
ind go fo hear as to knock at it^ and yet after all be dirmifled 
W\t\i a " verily I know you not.'* The Lord^ therefore, 
[dainly tells us, what great change muft be wrought in us, and 
pirkat Oiuft ht done for us, befoi'<e we can have any well ground- 
*A hopes of entering into the kingdom of heaven. Hence, he 
tells Nicodimus^ ^* that unlcfs a man be born again^ and from 
above, aiid unlets a man be borii ^f water and of the Spirit, 
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be cannot enter into the kingdom of God." And of all thtf 
Tolemn declarations of our Loud, I mean with rcfpefl to ihts, 
perhaps the words of the text are one of the moft folemn, *' ex- 
cept, (fays Christ) ye be converted, and beconne as little 
children, ye fhall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.** The 
words, if you look back to the context, are plainly direfled to 
the difciples ; for we are told, ** that at the fame time came 
the difciples unto Jesus." And I Ihink it is plain from many 
parts of Scripture, that thefe difciples, to whorh ocxr Lord 
addrefied himfelf at this time^ were in fome degree converted 
J)efore. If wc take the words AniWyj they arc applicable only 
to tbofe, that have already gotten fome, though but weak, 
faith ill Christ. Our Lord means, that though they had 
already tafted the grace of" God, yet there was fo much of the 
old man, fo much indwelling fin, and corruption, yet lemain- 
ing in their hearts, that unlefs they were more converted than 
they were, unlefs a greater change paft upon their fotjls, anS 
ianAification was^. ilill carried on, they cduld give but verf 
little evidence of their belonging to his kingdom, which 
was not to be f(.t up in outward grandeur, as they fuppc&d, 
but was to be a fpiiitual kingdom, begun here, but corn- 
pleated in the kingdom of God hereafter* But though the 
words had a peculiar reference to our Lord's difciples; yet as 
our Lord makes fuch a declaration as this in other places of 
Scripture, efpecially in that difcourfe to NiccdcmuSj I believe 
the words may be judly applied to faints and Annefs ; and as 
I fuppofe there are two forts of people here, fome who know 
Christ, and fome of you that do not know him ; fomb A^t 
are converted, and fome that arc ftrangers to converfion, I 
ihall endeavour fo to fpeak, that if God (haH be pleafcd to 
affift me, and ta give you an hearing ear and an obedient hearty 
both famts and iinners may have their portion. 

/Vr/7, I (hall endeavour to fhow you in what refpe^ weiaet 
In underfland this aflertion of.onr LoRD*s, ^^' that we muft be 
converted and become like httfe children.** I {hall then. 

Secondly^ Speak to thofe who profefs a little of thi^ cbild-like 
temper. ■■'■'* 

And /l^/;'/fha]l fpeak to you, who have no reafon to tkioi 
that thTs change has ever 'paft ffpoin your ibulsv And 
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^ir/iy I (hall endeavour to fbow you, irhzi we dre ibiiowr 
land b^ our Lord's &ying, " Except ye be cohvemifddiaQf 
>ecome as little children^" But I think, before I fpeak to xYixi 
K)inti ithiay be proper to premife one or two particulars. 

I. I think, that the wbrds plainly ioifSly^ that before joxx or 
[ can have any weil»grounded^ fcriptural hope, of being bapp7 
in a future ftate, there muft be fotiie great, fomis notable, and' 
imazing change pafs upon our fouls, I believe; there is^not 
3ne adult petfoti ia the congregation, but will readily (ibhfefs^' 
:hat a igfeat change hbth paft lipo^i their bodies^ fince they 
bame firft into the world; and Were itlfahts daridled upon 
their mothers knees. It is true, ye hsivie no more ihem'bef)^ 
than ye had then ; but how are thefe altered ! Tho* yoii are in 
one refpeft the fame ye were, for the nliifaber of youi* lihib^; 
and as to the (hapis of your body, yet if a perfon that knew 
j^o^u when ye wer^ in ybUr cradle, bad been abfeiit frofii yott 
for fome years, and faw you when grown Up, ten tboufand 
to one if he would know you at all, yb ai-e (b altered, fo dif- 
ferent from what ye weirc, when ye tvfere littlfe ones. And a^ 
the Wdtds plainly imply) that there has a gteat ctiangfe t>ad: 
upon oiir bodies firice iffkvfttt children; fo brfore we can go 
to heaven, there muft as grestt a chahgb pkfd iipoh otir fotils; 
Our fouls cdnfidered in a phyfical fenfe ai'e ftill the fam^; 
there is to be no phildfophical change WrbDght dn thehi : But 
then, as for our tempier^ habit and condu^, We muft be fd 
changed ^nd altered^ that thofe who knet(r its the dther dl^y; 
when ih a ftate of fin, and befofe vire kiieW CnlList, s^ 
arc acquainted With us now, muft fee fiich ah alteration, that 
they may ftand as much amasted at if; as a peffofi at the ill* 
teration wtought bn any {terfoll he ha^ not feeii for twenty 
years from his infancy. i - 

2. But I think it proper to preifiife foriiethihg farther, be- 
taufe this tekt is the grand ftrong-hold of Jrminiahsy and 
dthers. Thky learn of the devfl to brihg tenets to propagate 
bad pfincfples : When the dcf il had ^ mind td tefhpt J^su^ 
CHRjrst, bccaafe ChrIst quoted ftriptufe; thereferfe Satah 
did fo too. Ahd fuch perfohs, that theit dd£t^ine and bad 
principles may go dowh the betted, ^oiild fiift perfiiade uh- 
^afy and unftable fouls, that they are founded tipon the ^ortf 
of Go©. Though the dofltrirTc of ot'iginal fin, is a do£tf in^^ 
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written in fuch legible chara£lers in the word of OoD, that 
h^.who runs may read it; and though, I think, every thing 
without us, and every thing within us, plainly proclaiips tba( 
we are iiallen creatures ; though the very heathens, who bad 
no other light, but the dim light of unaffifted reafon, com- 
plained of thisi for they felt the wound, and difcovered Ai 
difcafe, but were ignorant of the caufe of it ; yet there are too 
many perfons of thofe who have been baptized in the name of 
(Christ, that dare tp I'peak againft the do^rine of original 
£n» and are angry with thofe ill-natured miniflers, who paint 
ijkan in fuch black colours. Say they, ^^ It cannot be that 
** children come into the world with the guilt of Adanf^ fin 
^* lying upon them." Why ? Defire them to prove it from 
Scripj^ure, and they will urge this very text, our Lord telli 
il?> ^^ Except ye be converted, and become as little children/ 
ye {hall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.'* Now their 
argupnent runs tbuS| ^^ It is implied in the words of the teict, 
^< tnat little children are innocent, and that they conie into the 
''world like a mere blank piece of white paper, otherwifeour 
^^ LoR.p muft argue abfurdly, for he could never pretend to 
'^* fay, that we mM& be converted, and be made like wicked 
'^ crefitures ; that would be no converfion." But, my dear 
firiendsj^ this is to make Jesus Christ fpeak what he never 
intended, and what cannot be deduced from his words*. That 
little children are guilty, I mean, that they are conceived and 
born in fin, is plain from the whole tenor of the i>ook of 
jCjOD, David was a. man after God's own heart, yet, fap 
he, " I was conceived' in fin." Jeremiah fpcaking of every 
pne'$ heart, fays, '' the heart of man is deceitful and dcfpc- 
rateiy. wicked above all things." GoD*s fervapts unaniilhoufly 
(leclare, (and Paul cites it from one of them) ^^ that we are 
;al together now become abominable, altogether gone odt of 
"tnc way of original righteoufnefs, there is not one of ui thlf 
doth good (by nature), no not one." And I appeal to any of 
you* that are; mothers apd fathers, if ye do not difcern original 
Jfiq or corruption in your children, as foon as they oom'cinti 
.tl^? WQrld ; and as they grow up, if ye do not difcovcr fclf* 
.will> and an averfioa to goodnefs. What is the reafon your 
.children, are fo averfe to inftrudlion, but becaufe they bring 
enmity into the world with them, againft a good. and gracious 
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iD ? So then, it IS plain from fcripturc and faft, thtt chil- 
1 are horn in fin, and confequently that they are chdiirefi 
i^rath. And for my part, I think, that the death of eveff 
d is a plain proof of original fin ^ ficknefs and death came 
• the world by fin, and it feems not confident with GoD*$ 
dnefs and juftice, to let a little child be fick or die, unleft 
m*s firft fin was imput.ed to him. If any charge Got) with 
ftice for imputing Adam's fin to a little child, behold Wc 
5 gotten a fecond Adam^ to bring our children to hiou 
^I'efore, when our Lord fays, ^^ unlefs ye are converted, 

become as little children," we are not to underftand, a« 
jgh our Lord would infimiate, that little children arc 
edlly innocent i but in a comparative, and as I (ball (hew 

by and by, in a rational fenfe. Little children are inno- 
', compare them with grown people ; but take tbein 2^ 
r are, and as they come into the world, they have hearts 

are ftnfual, and minds which are carnal. And I mention 

with the greateft concern, becaufe I verily believe, ujniefii 
:iit9 are convinced of this, they will never take proper caref 
leir children's education. If parents were convinced, tha4i 
dcen's hearts were fo bad as they are, you would neycf 
otid of letting them go to balls, aflemblies,* and plays, th^ 
iral tendency of which is to debauch their minds^ «n4 
e them the children of the devil. If parents were con«^ 
ed of this, I believe they would pray more, when the^. 
g their children to be baptized, and would not make it 4 
5 matter of form. And I believe, if they really were coin- 
ed, (hat their children were conceived in fin, they would 
lys put up that petition, before their children cao^ juito 
world, which I have heard that a good woman ali^ays 
>jat. up, ^* Lord Jesus, let me never be^ a child for heU 
;,the devil." O I is it not to be feaxtd, that thoufac^s 
;^!4ren will appear, at the great day, before Gop, and 
rpfence of angels and men will fay. Father and mother^ 

io the wickednefs of mine own heart, I owe my damna- 
to your bad education dif me. 

aying premifed thefe two particulars, I now proceed' to 
r in what fenfe we are really to underftand the words, thai 
nyft be converted and become like little ctiildren. The 
igclift tell^ us, ^« that the difciples «t this time came 
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linto Jesus, faying, Who is the grcateft in the kingdom of 
heaven ?'* Thefe difciples had imbibed the common prevaiU 
ihg nQtipn, that the Lord Jesus Christ was to be a tern*' 
poral prince j they drcamed*of nothing but. being miniftcrs of 
ftate, of fitting on Christ's right-hand in his kingdom, and 
•lording it over God's people ; they thought themfclvcs qua- 
lified for date offices, as generally ignorant people are apt to 
conceive of themfelves. Well, fay they, ** Who is the 
grcateft in the kingdom of hcayen ?" Which of us (hall have 
; the chief management of public affairs i A pretty queflio|i 
; for a few poor fifcermen, who fcarccly knew how to drag 
i' their nets to (hore, much lefs how to govern a kingdom. Our 
Lord, therefore, in the 2d verfe, to mortify them, calls a lit- 
tle child, and fets him in the midfl of them. This aSion 
was as much as if our Lord had faid, *' Poor creatures! 
your imaginations are very towering; you difpute who (hall 
be greatefl in the kingdom of heaven j I will make this little 
child preach to you, pr I will preach to you by him : Vcrii; 
I fay unto you, (I who am truth itfelf, I who know in what= 
manner my fubjeSs are to enter into my kingdom i I fay unto 
you, ye are fo far from being in a right temper for my king- 
dom, that) except ye be converted, and become as this litdc; 
child, ye (hall not enter into the kingdom of heaven, (unfefe 
ye are, comparatively fpeaking, as loofe to the world, as loofe 
to crowns, fcepters, and kingdoms, and earthly things, as this 
poor httle child I have in my hand) ye (hall not enter into my 
kingdom.'' So that what our Lord is fpeaking of, is not xh» 
jnnocency of little children, if you confider the relation they 
ftaod in (p Gop, and as they are in themfelves, wben brought ' 
into %\^t world ; but what our Lord ra^ans is, that as to am-': 
bition and lul^ after the world, we muft in this ftnfe becomr 
as lititle childretc. Is there never a little boy or girl in this 
congrfigation ? Afk a poor little child, that can juft fpeak, 
about a crpwn, fcepter, (^kingdom, the poor creature Ym no- 
nption-about it ; give a little boy or girl a fmali thtog taplay 
with) it will leave the world to other people. Now in A't^ 
fenfe we muft be converted, and become as little children ^-- 
fbat is, we muft be as loofe to the world, comparatively 
ipeaking, as a little child^ 

P9 



Do not ttiiftake me, I am not going to perfuacje yoii to 
fhut up yoiir fhops, or leave your tufinefs j I am not going 
•to perfuade you, that if ye will be chriftians, ye muft turn 
hermits, and retire out of the world : ye cannot leave your 
wicked hearts behind you, when you leave fhe world j fori 
'find when I am alone, my wicked heart has followed me, go 
where I will. No, the religion of Jesus is a focia! religion. 
But though Jesu3 Chri5T does not call us to go out of the 
world, ftut up our (hops, and leave our children to be pro- 
vided for by miracles ; yet this muft be faid to the honour of 
chriftianity, if we are really converted, we fhall be loofe from 
the world. Though we are engaged iji it, and are obliged 
to work for our children ; though we are obliged to follow 
trades and merchandize, and to be fervicoabfe to the com- 
monwealth ; yet if we are real chriftians, we fhall be loofe 
to the world ; though I will not pretend to fay that all real 
chriftians have attained to the fame degree of fpiritual- minded- 
nefs. This is the primary meaning of thefc words, that we 
muft be converted and become as little children 3 neverthelefs, 
I fuppofe the words are to be underftood in other fenfe?. 

-When our Lord fays, we muft be converted and becom'e 
.as little children, I fuppofe he means alfo, that we muft be 
fenfible of our weaknefs, comparatively fpeaking, as a little 
child. Every one looks upon a little child, as a poor weak 
xreature; as one that ought to go to fchool and learn fome 
new lefibn every day ; and as fimple and artlefs : one without 
guile, having not learned the abominable art, called diffimu- 
.lation. Now in all thefe feofes, I btlieve we are to under 1- 

ftand the words of the text. J^re little children fenfxble of 

their weaknefs f Muft they be led by the hand ? Muft we 
take hold of them or they will fall i So, if we arc converted, 
if the grace of God be really in our hearts, my dear friends, 
however we may have thought of ourfelves once, whatevei* 
wene oor former high exalted imaginalvons ; yet we (hall nov!^ 
be.fcnfible of our weaknefs ; we (hall no more fay, «' We arft 
ridh and increafed with goods, and lack nothing ;*' we (halF be 
jnw9cdly poor : we (hall feel '' that we are poor, miferable^, 
blind, and naked." And as a little child gives up its hand t6 
be guided by a parent or a nurfe, fo thofe who are truly con- 
verted, a/»d are leal chriftians, will give up the heart, their 
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undpift3oding9s their wil^ their afie^ionsp to be guided by 
the wprdy proyidenor, and the Spirit pf the. Lord. .Hfoa 
it isy that the Apoftle» fptaking of the (bns of Gopi Ajrs, 
f ^ A$ many as arc led by the Spirit of God, they, are (and tft 
be fure he mean^ tl^ey only arc) the fons of Gox^." 

And as little children look upofi themfelves to be igporant 
creatures, fo thofo that are converted, do look upqa tben- 
* jfelves as ignorant too. Hence it is, that John^ fpcaking iq 
chriftians, calls them little children i^ ^' 1 have lyritten, iinto 
you, jit^le children." And Christ's flock is calle^^Jittle 
^ck, not only becapfe little in number, bMt alfo bepaiiff; tlif>liB 
who are piembers of bis flock, are indeed little in their own 
eyes. Hence that, great man^ that great apoftle of the Gi^tUis^ 
that fpiritual father of fo many thoufands of foyls, that man, 
yrho in the opinion of Dr. Goodwin^ ^* fits nearcft the. God- 
man, the Lord Je^us Christ, in glory," that chofeji veflfei, 
the Apoftle Pcul^ when he fpcajcs of himfelf, fays, ^^ Unto me, 
who am Icfs than the leaft of all faints, i^ thi$ grace given^ tbat 
} fbould preach among the GintiUs the unfearchable riches of 
{Christ." Per^apf ibme of you, when you read thefe wonls, 
will be apt,tp-ti;^n|g that Paul did^not fpeak true, that he did 
fiot really^ i^t\ what he faid \ becaufe you. judge iVi«/*ab(^ 
•by youf owp proud hearts : but the more ye get of itheigna 
of God, and the more ye are partakers of the divin9ii»ie,i(he 
fnore will ye fee your own meannefs.and vilenef;^fj|n|^^^leii^ 
in your own eyes. Hence it is, that Mr. Flavcl^ in ivi^ book 
jca}led, Hujbandry Spiritualize4, compares ymcg ^^rifl{^UEis.tQ 
green corn; which before it is ripe, (hoo^^up very .high, 
but there is little folidity ii| it: whereas, ^n oldcbriftiafi; is 
like ripe corn ; it doth not lift up its head fo mucby but iben 
it is more weighty, and fit to be cut down,- and put into the 
farmer's barn. Young chriftians are aUo like little rivulets; 
ye know rivulets are ihallpw, yet make great itoife ; hat^n 
f>ld chriftian, he makes not much noife, he goes pn fwecdyy 
jike a deep river fliding into the ocean. . ^ r 

And as a lirJc child is looked upon as an harmlefs creatur^^ 
and generally fpcaks true; fo, if we are converted, ^q4 be- 
come as littk* chiliiien, we fhalj be guilciefs as well as haroi- 
kTs. What Uid I'r* dear R« iccmer when he Uw NatiatgiJ^ 
As though it was a rare li^bt he gazed upon, a^id woy-d 
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flavc ©theft ga«e upon it^' ** Behold aff IfrtteltUg mtfeed:** 
Why fo? ** In whomIi«o guift;'* Do ndt'miftakfe'mc^;- I 
l»fh ilot faying, that chriftians'bughrrtot'to be prudent *' th^y 
QOght excecdingfy to pray to God for prudence,' othcrwife 
they may follow the delufi'ons of the Iwlli and tfy theYr rni- 
priidehce give wrong touches to theWk of God. It was the 
lamentation of a great liiitn, <* God has given nili m)inj 
*♦*• gifts, but God has not given me pfudchctf.*^ Therefore, 
■ i^htti I f;iy, a chriftian m'uft be guUeleft', I do not mean,' he 
Ihbuld etpofc himfclf, and'He open' to every one's afli^uFt:' jwc 
ihbutd pray for the wTfddm of the ferpent,' th6ugh' wis fe'all 
generally learn this wifdom by ourUundefs dnd imprudence; 
and we muff make fome advance in chnftianii!y, before.we 
know our imprudence. A perfon realty converted, can f^y, 
9i it is reported of a phtlofopher, *« I WIft there was ^' win- 
■?^ dowfn my breaft, that eveiy one may fee the uprigfttriefs 
''f * of my heart «nd intentions :" And though therr is' too 
^^uch of the old man in lis, yet, if wcare really cort verted, 
diere will be in us no allon^ed guile, we Ihall be harmlefs. 
And Hiat is the reafoit ^hy the pbofr^chi^iftian is too often 
wpofed upon \ he judgeth- other pcoplt^ hinafelf ; having 
♦ih honeft heart, he thinks rtery one as honeft as himfclf, and 
*^ilirefore is a prey to every one. I might enlarge upon e2?ch 
pf diei^ points, it is a copious and impoi'tant truth'; but I 
^ ^6tioC'ilittnd to multiply many marks and heads. 
' ' "^AtMl therefor^ as I have fomething to fay by way of per- 
■^^(IWkl ^plication, give me leave therefore, with theutmibfl: 
• letid^rn^fs, and at the fame time with faithfulnefs, to dftU 
^^ ft|;H>ii JQu, »y dear friends. My text is introduced in in 
•'^'V^ful a^anner, ** Verily I fay unto you ;" and wha't JesUs 
^Hjfsiid' tbens he feys now to you, to me, and t6 as many as iit 
under a preached gofpd, iand to as rhany as the Ld^5 dur 
Gob '(hall call. Let me exhort you to fee whether ye are 
con wrted J whether fuch a great and almighty change has 
pfled upon any of your fouls. As I told you befbre, fo I 
tell yoeu a'gaih, ye nil hope to go to heaven, and I pray God 
Almighty ye may bte all there : when I fee fuch a congr(?ga- 
tion as this, if my heart is in a proper frame, I feel myfelf 
^cady to lay down my life, to be inftrumental only to fave 
fme foul. It makes my heart bleed within me, it makes me 
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femctiniK Dioft unwilling to preach, left that word that I 
bope will do gocx), may incrcalc the damnation of any, and 
perhaps of a great part o/ the auditory, through their own un- 
belief. Give me leave to deal faithfully with your fou|s. 
I have your dead warrant in my hand : Christ has faid it, 
j£sus Will Hand to it, it is like the laws of the MedestxA 
Pvftans^ it altereth not. Hark, O man ! hark, O woman f 
he that hath ears to hear, let him hear what the Lord Jcsuif 
Christ fays, " Verily I fay unto you, except ye be con- 
verted, and become as little children, ye (hall not enter intf^ 
ihc kingdom ot heaven." Though this is Saturday night, 
and ye are now preparing for the fabbath, for what you know, 
you m:iy yet never live to fee the fabbath* You have had' 
;iwfu) proofs of this lately; a woman died but yefterday, a 
man died the day before^ another was killed by fomething 
that rcll from a houfe, and it may be in twenty- four hours 
more, many of you may be carried into an unalterable ftate.' 
Now then, for Ciod's fake, for your own fouls fake, if ye 
have a mind to dwell with GoO, and cannot bear the thought 
«f d Willing in evcrlaiiixig burning, before I go any further; 
filcntly put up one prayer, or fay Amen to the prajrer I would^' 
put in yi ur mouths \ ^^ I«ord, fearch me and try me; Lord,' 
examine my heart, and let my confcience fpeak ; O let me' 
know whether 1 am converted or not ! " What fay ye, my' 
dcjr hearers ? what fuy ye, my fcllo^--finners ? what fay ytj ' 
my guilty brethren l Has God by his blefled Spirit wi^otxght • 
fuch a change in your hearts r I do not afk you, whedier 
God has made you aiucls ? That I know will never be-; lo)ify 
afi: you. Whether ye have any well-groundird hope rothiiilc 
thuGoD has made you new creatures in Christ Jestts? 
So renewed and changed your n^ture.s that vou can fav^ I 
hL:aiUy hope, that as to the habitual temper and tendency of 
r.'v in:»d, that my heart is free from wickednefs ; I have a 
h^ioir.J^ I h^ix a wiio, I have alto chiMren, 1 keep a Ihop,! 
ivicii m\ t^af.neis; bur J love incic cre^tuTYs for God's fake, 
;:.c tio cvcrv ihin^ tor Christ : and if God was now to-call 
r-e away, accord. pg to ihc habliual temper ot tny mind, I 
Kxw lavn Iajrt, I Am rfidv ; and however 1 )ove the crca- 
T :-os. 1 lop^ 1 ofiii ^.\\ Whom ha*€ I n tieaven but thee r 
\\ iwm p»sx i m hcAWiij O mv Cior aiKi ciy Oe*r Redeemer, 
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that I.dcfire in comparifon of thee I Can you thank Goif 
for the creatures, and fay at the fame time, thefe are not m^ 
Christ ? I <\>eak in plain language, you know my vray of 
.preaching : I do not want to play the orator, I do not want 
to be counted a feholar ; I want to fpeak fo as I may reach 
poor people's hearts. What fay ye, my dear hearers ? Arc 
ye, fejnfible of. your weaknefs ? Do ye feel that ye are poor, 
miferahle, blind, and naked by nature ? Do ye gtveup your 
faear,ts, . your afFedions, your wills, your underftanding to be 
guided by the Spirit of God, as a little child gives -up ita 
b^M^^l to be guided. by its parent ? Are yc little in your own 
cy?s ? Do yc think meanly of yourfclves ? And do you 
V(^t to learn fomethipg new every day ? I mention thefe* 
n;arks, becaufe I am apt to believe they are more adapted 
to a great many of your capacities. A great many of you 
have, not that flowing of zfft&lon ye fometiroes had, therefore 
ye .ar^ for giving up all your evidences, and making way for 
the devil's coming into your heart. You are not brought up 
to, the n)9unt as ye ufed to be, thereforeye conclude ye have 
po grace at all. But if the Lord Jesus Christ has emptied 
the^, and humbled thee, if ,he is giving thee to fee and know 
that thou art nothing ; though thou art not growing upward, 
thojJi. art growing downward ; and though thou haft not fo 
mqcbjoy, yet thy heart is emptying to be more abundantly 
rcplcniflhed by and by. Can any of you follow me ? Then, 
give God thanks, and take the comfort <Df it. 
. If. thou, art .^us converted, and become a Httle child, I 
wcf^comc thee, in the name of the Lord Jesus, into GodV 
de^.faviilyi I .welcome thee, in the name of the dear Be* 
djsenjer,.. into the company of God's children. O ye dear 
ipilb, , tbough the world fees nothing in you, though there be 
no pKtward difTerjence between you and others, yet I look 
upon.ypu jn another light, even as fo maiiy kings fons and 
daMgbxefi9: all bail ! in the name of God, I wifh- every one 
of y.Qif joy from my foul, ye fons and daughters of the King 
of kingi. .Will not you henceforth exercife a child-like tem- 
per? Will npt fuch a thought ipelt down your hearts, when 
i tej) you, that the great God, who might have frowned you 
to hell for your fecret fins, that nobody knew of but God 
^nd yoiiir own fpujs, , and. wt)Q might have damned you times 
:f without 
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without number, hath caft tbe mantle of hii love over you; 
bis voic&hath been, Lee that man, that woman Jiye, for I 
have fouad a ranfom* O will yc not cry out^ Why me, 
Lord ? Was King Georgt $» fetid for any of your, children, 
and were you to hear they were to be hia adofited" fons,- bow 
highly honoured would you think your children to be ? Whtit 
great condcfcenfion was it for Pbarooh*s daughter to. take, up 
Mofis^ a poor child expoi'ed in an ack of bulfuihes, and breed 
him up for her child f But what ia that happimeft in^cpom 
parifon of thine, who was the other day^i.cbild of the..«ieyili 
but now by converting grace art become a child of iGo9>.l 
Are ye converted ? Are ye become like little children? Th<e 
what muft ye do ? My dear hearera, be obedient to GoS^ 
remember God is your father s and as every one of you piui 
know what a dreadful crofs it ia to have a. wicked, diibbediost 
child ; if ye do not want your, children to be difobedjent-itt 
you, for Christ's lake be not difobediejit lo^ your heavfudj 
parent. If God be your father, obey hitn-n if Goo boryMir 
father, ferve him ; love him with til your .hearty love hitt 
with all your might, with all your foul, ard -with^ all yotf 
ftrength. If God be your father, fly from ev«i7 thtjag that 
may difpleafe him ; and walk worthy of that Gop« wbo-hai 
called you to his kingdom and glory. If ye are Qoovcrtird 'Itnd 
become like little children, then behave as little childrep : 
they long for the breaft, and with it will hp coacenttdr' ^ 
ye new-born babes ? then defire the fincere milfc of tho wor^, 
that ye may grow thereby. I do not want- ^hat Arjapfo^iaa 
huiks (boulcj go down with you; ye are kings ifimi JMrf 
daughters, and have a more refined tafte jr yoUvmMft>b^li9tl()i9 
dodrines of guce ; and bleiled be GoD that youi 4V)di^'4il^* 
country, where the fmcere word is fo plaii)!// priMcbedv.i iAff 
ye children ? then grow in grace, and in tile ko^wMgtf >ttf 
your Lord and Saviour Jfsus Christ. Have.* any of::y€|i 
children that do not grow ? do not ye lament ihe^ ChUftDMi^ 
and cry over them -, do not yc fay, my chtW tyill .lie«e^^?be 
fit for any thing in the world ? Well, doth it grieve )tOBi :e 
fee a^hild that will not grow j bow muqh muft^^iC' gvim^i^lStjbc 
hcait of Christ to -iee you grow fo little-?- Wijl j^ l^fh4tHvS^yi 
children f Will, ye i>e always learnuig thefiiA-ipr:49<%ifl^^ 
cbriftianityy and never prefs forwird .t^wardothe OUtilks fas tt^ 
* .. prize 
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prixe of thebigh calKngof God in Christ }Esm I God 
rorbid. Let the langoiage of your heart bcv ^^ Lord Jisus 
'* befj)^' me to grow, htlp tno to/learn iiR»e» learn me to iivo 
^* 16' ^ my progrefs may -be- known . to all ! " 

Aro f€ God's children ? Are yc converted^ and becoaic 
(ikic' little children? Then deal with Goo as your little 
Childmi do with you; as foon as ever they want any things 
or if any body hurt thern^ I appeal to yourfelves if the|^ 
do not directly run to their parent. Well, arc ye God's 
children i Doth the devil trouble you ? Doth the world 
trdiible ybu ? Go tell your father of it, go directly and CQin4 
plain to GoD. Perhaps you- may fay^ J cannot utter fine 
words : but do any o£ you expe6^ fine words from your chiiy 
dren i If they come crying, and can (peak but half wordst 
do not your hearts yearn over them i And has. not GoD^ un<* 
fpeakably more pity to you I If ye can only make fignsr to 
t^m ^^* As a father pitieth his children,, fo will the Lord 
pify th^m that fear him." I pray you therefore be bold with 
your Father, faying*, '• Abba, Father,'* Satan troubles me, 
ite' world troubles me^ my own mother's children arc angry 
Wftfifiie; heavenly Father, plead mycaufel the Lord will 
A^n fpeakfor you fome wa^ or other. 

Are ye converted, and become as little children, have ye 
etltdf^d into God's family ? Then aiTure yourfelves, that your 
heavenly father will chailen you now and then ^ *' for what 
^h\9i there whom the father chaftneth not : if ye are without 
iHiaftifement, of which all are partakers, then are ye baftards 
JBttMl Mt foils." It is recorded of bifhop Latimer^ that in the 
t^fi^^Mire he came to lodge, he ()verheard the mafter of the 
fccTtriei^y, I thank God I never had a crofs in my life: G 
f^ he, thtSfl'l will not (lay here. I believe there is not a 
l^ild^,«f God, when in a good frame, but has prayed for 
jgr^farllumfHity 5 they have prayed for great faith,, they have 
|Riiyddft>r great love, they have prayed, for all the graces of 
|(ie Spirit : Do ye know, when ye put up thefe prayers, that 
yt 'ii\i alfo iay,,LoRD (end us great trials: for how is it 
{gyffibte to ktu)W ye have great faith, humility and Io\Fe, un- 
l[((S'GoD put you into great trials^ that ye may know whether 
yc llWc thcnvop not. 1 mention this, becaufcagrisat tbariy 
!0f* Itvi' children o(f Qon (lam fureic has been a temptation 
"v ■' 3 to 



r 350 ] 

fo me many iJmcs, when I have been under God*s Smarting 
rod) when they h^ve great trials, think God is giving 
them over. If therefore ye are God*s children ; if ye are 
converted and become as little children ; do not expeft that 
God will be like a foolifli parent; no, he is a jealous God, 
he loves his child too well to fpare his rod. How did he cor- 
reft Miriam? How did he correft Mofes? How hath Gon 
in all ages corrcftcd his deareft children ? Therefore if ye arc 
converted, and become as little children, if God hath taken 
away a child, or your fubftance, if God fufFers friends to 
forfake you, and if you are forfaken as it were both by God 
and man, fay. Lord I thank thee ! I am a perverfe child, 
or God would not ftrike me fo often and fo hard. Do not 
blame your heavenly Father, but blame yourfelves 5 he is a 
loving God, and a tender Father, ** he is affli£led in all ouC 
affliflions :'* therefore when God fpake to M^Jes^ he fpake out 
of the bufh, as much as to fay, " Mofes^ this bufli repreients 
my people ; as this bufh is burning with fire, fo are my chil- 
dren to burn with affliflion ; but I am in the bufli ; if the 
bufh burns, I will burn with it, I will be with them in tlic 
furnace, I will be with thom in the water, and though the 
water come over them, it (hall not overflow them." 

Are ye God's children ? Arc yc converted and become as 
little children ? Then will ye not long to go home and fe^ 
your Father ? O ha^^py they that have gotten home beforfi 
you; happy they that are up, yonder, happy they who hav^ 
afoended above this field of coiifli«fl. I know not what you 
may think of it, but fincc I heard that fomc', whpfe hearty 
God was plcafcd to work upon, are gone to glory, I am 
fometimcs filled with grief, that Gud i^ not pleaCed to let'mC 
go home too. How can you fee fo much coldnefs amoi?^ 
God's people ? How can yc f^^e God's people like the mooo^ 
waxing and waning ? Who can but defire to be forever with 
the Lord ? Thanks be to God, the time is foon comir^^ 
thanks be to God, he will come and will not urry. jPo oot 
be impatient, God in his own time will fetch you home. 
And though ye may be brought to {hort allowance oQWf 
though fome of you may be narrow in your Gircurii^ncesi 
yet do not repine \ a God, and the gofpel of Christ^ wijji 
brown breid^ are great riches. In thy Fathers hoiife there 

is 
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IS bread enough and to fpvc ; though thou art now tormeiUeJ, 
yet by and by thou (halt be comforted ; the angels will look 
tipon it as an honour to convey thee to Abraham*^ bolbon, 
though thou art but a La%arm here. By the frame of my 
heart, I am much inclined to .^eak comfortably to God's 
people. 

But I only mention one thing more, and that is, if ye are 
converted, and become as little children, then for God's 
fake take care of doing what children often do ; they are too 
apt to quarrel one with another. O love one another ;• ** he 
that dwells in love dwells in God, and God in him." , 'Jo* 
fefh knew that his brethren were in danger of falling out,, 
therefore when he left them, fays he, '* fall not out by the 
Way." Ye are all children of the fame Father, ye are all go- 
ing to the fame place ; why fliould ye differ ? The world haa 
enough againft us, the devil has enough againft us, without 
our quarelling with each other ; O walk in love. If I could 
preach no more, if I was not able to hold out to the end of 
my fermon, I would fay ^s John did, when he was grown old 
and could not preach, " Little children, love one another :" 
if ye are God*s children, then love one another. There is 
nothing grieves.me more, than the differences amongft God's 
people. O haften that time, when we ihall either go to 
b^ven, or never quarrel any more ! 

■ Would to God 1 could fpeak to all of you in this com- 
fortable language; but my mafter tells me, I muft '* not give 
that which is holy to dogs, I muft not caft pearls before fwine j" 
therefore, though I have been fpeaking comfortably, yet what 
I hiave been faying, efpeclally in this latter part o^ the dif- 
co^urfe, belongs to children ; it is children's bread, it belongs 
ciCjOD's peopled If any of you are gracelefc, chriftlefe, un- 
ijrfnvehed creatures, I charge you not to touch it, I feqccp it in 
the riAxhc of God ; here is a flaming fword .turning evcfry vvay 
td'l^eep you from this bread of life, till ye are turned to JfisVs 
Cfikis^; And therefore, as I fuppofe many of you are ufi^ 
^8hvcrted| and gractlefs, go home, and away to your clofets, 
ah^^owii with your ftubborn hearts before God ; if ye have 
hd^jtooe it before, let this be the night : Or, do notjftay till 
JjerlgB* home I begin 'now, while ftanding here ; pray ^o Gop,. 
Mir let the l^nguacre of thy heart be* Lord conveft. me S 



Lord make me a little child^ Lokp j£sus let me not be b^^ 
nifhed from thy kingdom ! My dear friends, there is a great 
deal more implied in the words, than is expreflcd : when 
Christ Tays, ^* Ye (hall not enter into the kingdom of hca* 
ven/' it is as much as to fay, ^^ ye (hall certainly go to helly 
ye (hall certainly be damned, and dwell in the blackiiefs of 
darknefs for ever, ye (hall go where the worm dies dot, and 
where the fire is not quenched." The Lord God imprefs 
it upon your fouls I May an arrow (as one lately wrote me in 
a letter} dipped in the blood of Chri&t, reach every uncon* 
verted finner's heart I May God fulfil the text to every one 
of your fouls ! It is he alone that can do it. If ye confefs 
your fins, and leave them, and lay hold on the Lord Jisus 
Christ, the Spirit of God (hall be given you-; if you will 
go and fay, turn me, O my God ! thou knoweft not, 
man, what the return of God may be to thee. Did I think 
that preaching would be to the purpofe, did I think that at^ . 
gumenti would induce you to come, I would continue (dy 
difcourfe till midnight* And however fome of you msf 
hate me without -a caufe, would to God every one in tb ) 
congregation was as much concerned for himfelf, as at pre^ 
fent (ble(red be God) I feel myfelf concerned for bim. 
that my head were waters, O that mine eyes were t 
fountain of tear?, that I might weep over an unconvertedi 
gracelefs,. wicked, and adulterous generation^ Precious Iblils^ 
for God's fake think what will become of you when ye i'xti 
if you die without being converted ; if ye go hence without 
the wedding garment, God will ftrike yon fpeechltTs, amT 
ye (hall be banl(hed from his prefence for ever and ever. I 
know ye cannot dwell with everlafting burnings $ behoM tM 
I (hew you a way of efcape ; Jesus is the way, jEStrs f^tlfe 
truth, the Lord Jesus Christ is the refurredion and the 
life. It is his Spirit muft convert you, come to ChrisA 
and jt thall have it; and may God for CHRist'a fake gife 
it IP yo» all, and convert you, that we may all meet, ntvd^ 
^) part again, in his heavenly kingdom i even lb Lord Jiaus^. , 

Amen and Amen* 

., I' 
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SERMON XXlV: 

w,- ■ ... 

' What think ye of Christ ^ " 



M,.. - Matthew xxii. 44. ■ 

^i6^/ ibink je' cf Christ t 

i%T HEN it pleafcd the eternal Spn of God to taberjiaclc 
V V • among us, and preach the glad tidings of falvation 
t aYallcn world, different opinions were entertained by dif- 
rcnt parties concerning him. As to his perfon, fome faid ~ 
t viras Mo/is j others that he was Eiiasi Jeremiasj or One of 
le anciefit prophets \ few acknowledged him to be what he 
ally was, God bleffed for evermore.. And as to his doftrine, 
idugh the coipmon people, being free froitk prejudice^ were 
rrfuadqd of the heavenly tendency of his going about to /do 
x^d^ aad for the generality, heard him gladly> and faid hti . 
a; i g^pd man 5 yet the envious, worldly-minded-, (elf- ^ 
gbteo^ji governors and teachers . of the Jewijh church,- bcr* ^ 
g grjeyed.at his fuccefi on the one hand, and unable (ha^- 
g never b^en taught of God) to uhderftand the purity ctf 
s do^rine, on the other ; notwithftanding our Lord fpali}(*.^^- 

iiciFei; pian fpake, and did fuch miracles which rlo fnarij^j; 
lujapoiTibly do, unlefs God was with him 5 yet they xid^ 
ily** were fo infatuated, as to fay^ that he deceii^d thep^pie^ . 
it alfo were fo blafphemous as to affirm, that he w^l in 
ague With the devil himfelf, and caft out devils by Bt'ekebut 
kC prince of devils.. Nay^ our Lord's own brethreii and 
iofincn^ according to the defb^ were fo blinded by prejudice 
l4-4>ivbeHef, that on a certain dayv when he went out t^ 
Hht#haipulti|udes in the fields^ they fcnt to take hold on 

iTO'li. V. Z him^ 
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htm, urging this ds t reafon for their condudi:, ^^ Th: 
.was befides himfelf." 

Thus was the King and the Lord of glory judge 
man*$ judgfnent, when manifefl: in flelh : far be it froa 
of bis miniftert to expect better treatment. No, if we < 
in the fpirit and power of our Mailer, in this, as in < 
other part of his fufferings, we muft follow his ftepsr 
lilce reproaches which were caft on him, will be throwi 
us alfo. Thofc that received our L6Ad and his dod 
will receive and hear us for his name's fake. The poor, U 
be God, as our prefent meeting abundantly teftifies, ICI 
the gofpel, and the common people hear us gladly; n 
thofe who are fitting in Miifes* chair, and love to wear 
robes, being ignorant of the righteoufnefs which is of i 
by faith in CkniST JssUs, and having never felt the p 
of God upon their hearts, will be continually cryinj 
s(gainft us, as oiadmen, deceivers of the people^ and a^al 
under the influence of evil fpiritSr ■ 

But he is unworthy the name of a minifter of the k 
of peace, who is unwilling, not only to have his naine 
out as evil, but alfo to die for the truths of the I 
Jesus. It is the chara£ter of hirelings and falfi ^ 
,who care not for the fheep, to have all men (peak Vn 
tbem^ *^ BlefTed are you, (fays our Lord to his (trft ape 
and in them to all fucceeding minifters) when men fp«l 
manner of evil againft you falfely for my name's Take,*'' 
indeed it is impoffible but fuch offences muft come :' m. 
will always judge of others, according to the priifc'i^di 
which they zSt themfelves. And if they care ' nbt W 
obedience to the do£lrines which we deliver, th6]^^ AiN 
•cefllrity, in felf- defence, fpeak againft the presUfMit 
they Oiould be aiked that queftion, which the VhiM 
old feared to have retorted on them, if they coHfHffil 
Jibm was a prophet, *^ Why then did you not Ix^ 
him V* In all fuch cafes, we have nothing to do but iA 
our own hearts, and if we can afiure our confcietki:esi^ 
God, that we a£l with a fingle eye to his glof^jf',"^ 
cheaffully to go on in our work, and not ift t^e Idtt, 
|ard what men or devils can foy againft, ^t *id\dsM 



But to return* Yo^i have hQ^rd \^hjxt yarlous .thougJ^M 
there were concerning Jesus Christ, v/hilft here bn cm^ : 
^poris he otherwife treated, even pow he is exalted ^o fit 
,^wn at the right hand of his Father in heaven. A uranger 
.to chriftianity, was he to hear, that we all prpfefs .to jf^old 
one Lord, would naturally infer, that we all . thoMghj: and 
/poke one and the fame thing about him. But alas 1 to our 
Ihame be it" mentioned, though Christ be pot divided in 
himfelf, yet profeflbrs are fadly divided in .their thoughts 
about him ; and that not only as to the circumftances of his 
religion, but alfo of thofe eflential truths which muft necef- 
farily be believed and received by us, if ever we hope to b« 
h^rs of eternal falvation. 

Some, and I fear a multitude which no man can eanly 
jniimber, there are amongft us, who call themfelves chrii^iaps, 
and yet feldom or never ferioufly think of Jesus Chriji; at 
&{l« They can think of their (hops and their farms, their 
plays, their balls, their aflemblies, and horfc-races (enter- 
tainments which dire£lly tend to exclude religion out of the 
Vorld} 5 but as for Christ, the author and finiflier of faith, 
^he Lord who has bought poor finners with his precious 
blood, and who is the only thing worth thinking of, alas ! 
he is not in all, or at moft in very few of their thought-^ 
j^t believe me, O ye earthly, fenfual, carnally-minded j^ro- 
^fibrsji however little you may think of Christ ppw^^or 
Jbowever induftrioufly you may drive to keep him out qf your 
thoij^ghts, by purfuing the luft of the eye, the lull pf the 
fli^ih, ,and the pxide of life, yet there is a time coming, wUea 
^OUjWiJl wilh'you had thought of Christ more, and. of 
jOipr^^j-Qfit3 and pleafures lefs. For the gay^ the pojitis^ jjhe 
fichjf],fo muft die as well as others, and leave their. |:|^ps 
iDilkyanities, and all their wealth behind them. .An^ O ! 
irl^li^oughts will you entertain conqerning Jesus Chicks t, 
^ia that, hour ? .. ^ 

,._ • Bu( I muft not purfue thefe refIe£lions : they would .carry 
j^ too far from the main defign of this, difcourfc, which> is 
^c^jp^w, what thofe who are truly defiro^s to know bow. to 

^^ip.GoD in fpirit and in truth, ought to think concerning 
Jjsgs Cijrist, whom God hath fent to be th^, end .of ;the 

i for righteoulhefs to all them that ihaU believe. ^ 

Z 2 I truft. 



[ 356 3 

I trull, my brethren^ you are more noble than to think roc 
too ftricl or fcrupulous, in thus attempting to regulate youf 
thoughts about Jesus Christ : for by our thoughts, as well 
as our words and adtions, are we to be judged at the great 
day. And in -vain do we hope to believe in, or worfliip 
Christ aright, unlefs our principles, on which our faith an^ 
praflicc are founded, are agreeable to the form -of found worA 
delivered to us in the fcrlptures of truth. 

Befide?, many dxeivers arc gone abroad into the worli 
Mere heathen morality,, and not Jesus Christ, is preacbd 
in moft of our churches. And how fhould people think rightlj. 
of Christ, of whom they have fcarcely heard ? Bear with 
me a little then, v/hilft, to inform your conferences, I alk 
you a few qucftions concerning Jesus Christ : For there ii 
no other name given under heaven, whereby we can be fait4 
but his. 

i^•r/?, What think you about the perfon of ChristJ 
** Whofe Son is he /" This is the queftion our Lord jhK 
to the Pharifees in the words following the text ; and ncvtf: 
was it more neceflary to repeat this queftion than in theft laf-j 
days. For numbers that are called after the name of ChRJ5T,| 
and I fear, many that pretend to preach him, are (o far af 
yanced in the blafphemous chair, as openly to deny hisbdfljL 
really, truly, and properly God. But no one that ever «f 
partaker of his Spirit, will fpeak thus lightly of him. Noj 
if they are afked, zs Peter and his brethren were, •*to 
whom fay ye that I am ?" they will reply without hefil|ti(%, ^'J 
*^ Thou art Christ the Son of the ever-living GOD." Ftf 
the confelBon of our Lord's divinity, is the rock upon whA ,- ^ 
he builds his church. Was it poflible to take this ^mfi^ ^.j 
gates of hell would quickly prevail againft it. My brcdir«%r 
if JisUs Christ be not very God of very God, I 
never preach the gofpel of Christ again. For it wouM 
be gofpel ; it would be only a fyftem of moral ethics : 
Cicero^ or any of the GentlU philofophers, vvould be a» 
a Saviour as Jesus of Nazareth, It is the divimty of 
LofiD that gives a fanftion to his death, and makes-hira 
a high-prieft as became us, one who by the infinite meritt, 
his fufFering could make a ful>, perfeift, fuflkrient facfllil 
fatisfaclion and oblation to infinitely ofitnded jufiice^ 

wbalf< 
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rhatfoevcr minifter of the church of England, makes ufe 6f 
er forms, and eats of her hread, and yet holds not this doc-» 
rine (as I fear too many fuch are crept in amongft us) fuch 
I one belongs only to the fynagogue of Satan. He is not , a 
:hild or minifter of God : no ; he is a wolf in fheep's cloath- 
Dg; he is a child and minifter of that wicked one thfe 
ievil. 

Many will think thefe hard fayings : But I think it no 
breach of charity to affirm, that an Jrian or Socinian cannot 
be a chriftian. The one would make us believe Jesus 
Christ is only a created God, which is a felf- con tradition : 
ftnd the other would have us look on him only as a good man j 
and inftead of owning his death to be an a,toriemen't for the 
fins of the world, would perfuade us, that Christ died only 
tofeal the truth of his doSrine with his blood. But if Jesus 
Christ be no more than a mere man, if he be not truly God, 
he was the vileft fmner that ever appeared in the world. For 
Be accepted of divine adoration from the man who had been 
born blind, as we read John ix. 38. " And he faid, Lord I 
believe, and worfliipped him." Befides, if Christ be not 
jiroperly God, our faith is vain, we are yet in our fins : for 
Ho created being, though of the higheft order, could poflibty 
nerit any thing at God's hands : it was our Lord's divinity, 
ifadt alone qualified him to take away the fins of the world ; 
;nd therefore we hear St. John pronouncing fo pofitively, that 
* the Word (Jesus Christ) was not only with God, but 
ws God." For the like reafon, St. Paul fays, " that hfe 
iras in the form of God : That in him dwelt all the fulnefs 
f the godhead bodily." Nay, Jesus Christ aflfumed the 
lie title which God gave to himfelf, when he fent Mtfes to 
eliver "his people IfraeL ^* Before Abraham was, I am.** 
iitA again, " I and my father are one." Which laft words, 
!iough our modern infidels would evade and wreft, as they do 
ther fcriptures, to their own damnation, yet it is evident that 
%^'Jewi undcrftood our Lord, when he fpake thus, as 
liking himfelf equal with God ; otherwife, why did they 
6ne ' him as a blafphemer ? And now, why (hould it be 
iofigKt a. breach of charity, to affirm, that thofe who deny 
rf divinity of Jesus Christ, in the ftridleft fenfe of the • 
iySd, cSibhot be chriftians ? For they arc greater infidels than 
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tkc devlli thcmfelves, who coufcfled that they knew who lie 
was, " even the holy one of (jod." They not only believe, 
but, which is more than the unbelievers of this generation do, 
they tremble. And was it poUible for arch-hereticks, to be 
leleafed from their chains of daiknefs, under which (unlefi 
they altered their principle^ before they died) they arc noir 
fpferved to the judgment of the great day, I am perfuaded 
they would inform us, how hell had convinced them' of the 
divinity of Jesus Christ, and that they would advife their 
;followers to abhor their principles, left they (hould come 
uito the fame place, and thereby incrcafe each others tor« 
X^ients. 

But, Seeondlyy What think you of the manhood or incar* 
nation of Jesus Christ ? For Christ was not only God, 
but he was God and man in one perfon. Thus runs tiu 
text and context, *•• When the Pharifees were gathered to- 
gether, Jesus a(kcd them, faying. What think ye of ChristI 
■ Whf>fc Son is he? They fay unto him. The Son of Demi 
How then, fays our divine mafter, does David in fpirit call 
bim Lord ?" From which pafiage it is evident, that we do 
pot think rightly of the perfon of Jesus Christ, unlefs Hc 
believe him to be perfect God and perfedt man, of a reafdio^ 
ble foul and human fltfli fubfifting. ' ^^■ 

For it is on this account that he is called Christ," or' the 
ariointiJ GTiiy who through his own voluntary ofFer wai^fet 
apart by the father, and (Irengthened and qualified by the 
anointing or communication of the Holy Ghoft, to bieab^ 
Jiator between Him and oitending man* 

The reafon why the Son of God took upon him our i&ture, 
wr^ the fail of our firft parents. I hope there is 00*000 
prcfcnt fo atheiftical, as to think, that man made hhiiftif: 
no, it was God that made us, and not we ourfelves. Ami I 
would willingly think, that no one is fo blafphemous as to 
luppofc, that if God did make us, he made us fuch citattftes 
as wc now find ourfeh^s to be. For this would be giving 
God's woiJ the lie, which tells us, that •' in the usage of 
Cion ^ not in the iiuage which we now bear on our (bids) 
n^^tdc he ma;)/^ As God made man, fo God madb Uib 
I^ch.a) lilr i>\s^Ci him in the garden of £,iw, and c6iide- 
(i«>^N\i K^ c«nvi' :nio a covenant with bim, proaiifiD|^ tis 
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etemat life, upon condition of unfinning obedience; and 
threatening eternal death, if he broke his law, aiid did ekt tht! 
forbjdden fruit. 

Man did eat; and herein acting as our reprefentnrve, 
thereby involved both himfelf and us in that curfe, which 
/GoDy the righteous judge, had faid (hould be the confequehce 
of his difobedience. But here begins that myftery of godli- 
Dcfs, God manifeftcd in the fle(h. For (fing, O heavhii^ 
and rejoice, O earth!) the eternal Father, forefeeing hoW 
' Satan woulci bruife the heel of man, had in his eternal coua« 
fel provided a means whereby he might bruife that accurfad 
Serpent's head. Man is permitted to fall, and become fA^ 
je& to death ; but Jbsus, the only begotten Son of God, be- 
gotten of the Father before all worlds, Light of light, very 
God of yery God, offers to die to make an atonement for his 
tnuifgreffion, and to fulfil all righteoufnefs in his dead. Ahd 
. becaufe it was impoffible for him to do this as he was CjOD, 
^ and yet fince man had offended, it was neceffary it Ihoidd 
^ be done in the perfon of man ; rather than we (houid perifli, 
this evcrlafting God, this Prince of Peace, this Antient of 
Days, in the fulnefs of time, had a body prepared foe him by 
the Holy Ghoft, and became an infant. In this body' he 
fierformed a compleat obedience to the law of God ; whereby 
r^ be, in our ftead, fulfilled the covenant of works, and at laft 
became fubje<Sl to death, even death upon the crofs ; that as 
, God he might fatisfy, as man he might obey and fuffer; and 
being God and man in one perfon, might once more procure 
a union between God and our fouls. 

And now. What think you of this love of Christ ? t)o 

. ootyou think it was wondrous great ? Efpecially when you 

coqiider, that we were Christ's bitter enemies, and that he 

would have been infinitely happy in himfelf, notwithflanding 

we had perifhed for ever. Whatever you may think of it, I 

know the blcfTed angels, who are not fo much concerned in 

Chis myflery of godlinefs as we, think mod highly of it. 

They do, they will defire to look into, and admire it, through 

^U eternity. Why, why O ye finners, will you, not think of 

., ^i^ love of Christ ? Surely it muft melt down .tli^ moft 

. .^^acdened heart. Whilil I am fpeaking, the thought of this 

^;^^fij$Aftc and condofcqpdk^ fires and warms my (buL ; I 

'\ ,.* Z 4 ' ' could 



f 3^ I 

fH>uld. dwell on it for ever. But it is cstpcdient for you, thai 
} (hould aflcyou fnother queftion concerning Jesus Christ« 
Thirdly y What think you about being juftiBed by Christ.^ 
I believe I ca^n ^nfwet for fome of you ; for many, I fear, 
th;nlc, t9 be judified or looked upon as righteous in God's 
fight, without Jesus Christ. But fuch will find themfelves 
dreadfully miftaken : for out of Christ, ^^ God is a con- 
(u/ning fire." Others fatisfy themfelves, with believing that 
(Christ was Goo and^man, and that became into the world 
to fave finncrs in general : whereas, their chief concern ought 
.to be, bow they may be aflbred that Jesus Christ came 
into the world to fave them in particular. " The life that I 
now live in the llefh, (fays the Apoftle) is by faith of the 
^Qf\ of Go.D, who loved me, and gave himfelf for me.'* Ob-, 
jferve,. y^r me: it is this immediate application of Jfisus 
CHRis:r to our own hearts, that renders his merits cffe£lual 
to Quj eternal falvation. An unapplied Christ will do us no 
icrvic? ^t all. Others there are who go ftill facthet: for 
they think that Jesus Christ is God-man ; that he is to be 
applied to their hearts j and that they c^n.bejuftified in God's 
fight, oply in or through him : hut then they make hind only 
in part a faviour : They are for doing wh^t they can them- 
felves, and then Jesus Christ is to make up the deficiencies 
of their righteoufnefs. This is the fom and fubftance of our 
jnod^rn divinity. An^ was it poflible for me to know the 
ihoughtS; of moft that hear me this day, I believe they would 
jtell me, thi§ was the fcheniie they had laid, and perhaps de- 
pended on for fome years, for their eternal falvation. Is it 
|]P.t then high time, my brethren, for you to entertain quite 
.^^fferent thoughts concerning juftification by Jesus Christ i 
For if you think thus, you are in the cafeof thofc unhappy 
Jeius^ who wient about to eUablifti their own righteoufnefs, ahd 
would npt fubmit to., and confcquently miffed of that righte- 
oufnefs which is of .Gop by faith in Christ Jesus our 
LcRp.. Whaj: ihink you then, if I tell you, that you are to 
be juftified freely thro.ugh faith in J$sus Christ, wijthout 
af»y regard to. any work ox fitnefsi forefeeq in us at aUi .Jfir 
falvation is. the free gift of God. J know no fitnefe in RiaA, 
Jbut ^ fitnefs to be caft in^o the lake of fire and brimftont^.fer 
^vfr. , Qu^ rightepufnelTes, in G05'? figh.<i \are but as filiMy 
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ngs : he cannot i^Wiy with them. Gur holincfs, if we have 
any, is not the caufe, but the efFcft of our juftificatldri in 
God's fight. " We love God, becaufe he firft loved us.'' 
We muft not come to God as the proud Pharifec did, brihg- 
ing in as it were a reckoning of our fervices ; we muft come 
in the temper and language of the poor Publican, fmiting 
upon our breafts, and faying, " God be merciful to nic a 
finner :'* for Jesus Christ juftifies us whilft we are un- 
godly. He came not to call the righteous, but finncrs to re- 
pentance. The poor in fpirit only, they who are willing Co 
go out of t;hemfelves, and rely wholly on the rightcoufnefs 
of another, are fo blefled as to be members of his kingdom. 
Xhe rightcoufnefs, the whole rightcoufnefs of Jesus Christ, 
jg to be imputed to us, inftead of our own : *' For we aie hot 
pnder the law, but under grace : and to as many as walk 
after this rule, peace be on them :" for they, and they only 
are the true Ifrael of God. In the great work of man's re- 
demption, boafting is entirely excluded : which could not be, 
if only one of our works was to be joined with the merits of 
Christ. Our falvation is all of God, from the beginning 
to the end : it is not of works, left any man foould boaft : 
man has po hand in it : it is Christ who is to be made to us 
-i>f' Gpp the Father, wifdom, rightcoufnefs, fanftification^ 
.:and eternal redemption.' His aftive as well as his paifive obe- 
dience, is to be applied to poor finners. He has fulfilled all 
rightcoufnefs in our ftead, that we might become the righte- 
oufnefs of Gop in him. All we have to do, is to lay hold on 
this rightcoufnefs by faith : and the very moment we do ap^ 
prehend it by a lively faith, that very monient we may he iR- 
furcdjthat the blood of Jesus Christ has cleanfed us hotn 
all fin : ** For the promife is to us and to our children, and 
■to as many as the Lord our God (hall call.*' If we and 
pur whole houfes believe, we (hall be faved as well as the 
Jaylor and his houfe : for the rightcoufnefs of Jesus Christ 
is an everlafting, as well as a perfe<Sl rightcoufnefs. It is as 
tffedual to all who believe in him now, as formerly; and fo 
41 will be, till time, (ball be no more. Search the fcriptures", 
.as 'the Stream did, and fee whether thefe things are notr fo. 
jSearch St. Paul's epiftles to the Romans and Galatians, and 
%}xptt you will find this do£l;ine fo phtint^ taught you, that, 

^nlefs 
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•nfefs you b&ve cycB Asd fee not, he that nint nuijr rearf. 
.Search the Elevinth Artide of our Church: ** Wc are «»- 
^* counted righteous before God, only for the merits of e«r 
*^ Lord and Saviour Jesus Ch&ist by faith, and not for oar 
•• own works or dcfcrvings." 

This dodlrinc of our free juftification by faith in Christ 
Jesus, howcvir cenlurcd an J evil fpoken of by .our prefent 
Mafters of IJratl^ was highly eiteemed by our wife fore fi- 
. thefs : for in the fublt quenr words of the forcmentioned *- 
Cicie, it ia called a moll wh9tej$me doSirinej and very full -of 
l^mfort: and fo it is to all that are weary and heavy lad^, 
and are truly willing to find reft in Jesus Christ. 

This is gofpel, this is glad tidings of great joy to all that 

ftel thcmfelves p«)or, loft^ undone, damned finners. *' Ho, 

every one that thirftcth, come unto the waters of life^ and 

drink freely ; come and buy without money and without 

f rice." Behold a fountain opened in your Saviour's fide, for 

: iiii and for all undeannefs. «* Look unto him whomytra 

have pierced :*' look unto him by faith, and verily yon ftall 

.bo favcd, though you came here only to ridicule and Ulf- 

/)phcme, and never thought of Gob or of ChrisV befom; ■ 

V. Not that you muft think Goa will fave you becaiife, 

.>0roa account of your faith ; for faith is a work, and then 

ii'jou would be juilified for your works : but when I teUybu, 

,cilfre are to be iuftified by faith, I mean that faith is the inftru- 

ment whereby the finner applies or brings home the redcmp* 

tion of Jesvs Christ to his heart. And to wkooBfosvcr 

God gives fuch a faith, (for it is the free gift of God) be mxf 

littJip his head with boMnefs^ he need not fcar ; he b-a %- 

. fftual ion of our fpiritual Dmi\ he b paflfed firom dcatkfto 

.; liS^ he Ihaii never coaae into condeomation. This bthc 

. |»oipel which we pitaclu If any aaan or angel preach any 

titket jofpd^ than thb of our being irce!r juiKficd through 

iMiih ia Ciiai^T Jtsif$> we have the authoncr of the grcatcft 

XpM^y Vis prae<MUMe htaa accwrftdL 

Aik( iKvw« my b(retbic»> what ^hink yov of tbb foolilboefs 
•ft' ^r^^chittg .^ T^ yoa that hate t^Bed the good vMHd of 
hkc^ \iiho kave hem enbghtencd ^ lice the rkbes of God's 
ftK«« g««Qt» i£^ Citti^T J^avs;, I aar periaaded it ia pmiaas 
ami Wil^ (t^AiiM lftkftih(»daw tatey^ AndOAat 
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sir were like-minded ! But I am afrtid, numbers ve mdy 
tD go away coDtradtiSing and blafpheming. Tett ifie, ttft 
'there not many of you faying within yourfetves, ^« This is a 
** licentious dofirine j this preacher is opening a door for en- 
'* couragement in fin." But this does not furprise me at all, 
it is a ftale, antiquated objeAion, as old as the dodrine of 
juftification itfelf ; and (which by the way is not much to the 
credit of thofe who urge it now) it was made by an iiifideh 
St. Paul^ in his epiftle to the Romans^ after he had, in thefirft 
five chapters, demonftrably proved the do£lrine of juftifica- 
tion by faith alone i in the fixth, brings in an unbeliever fay- 
ing, ** Shall we continue in fin then, that grace may abound ?" 
But as he rejeAed fuch an inference with a *« God forbid l^ 
fo do I : for the faith which we preach, fs not a dead fpecu- 
lative faith, an aflfenting to things credible, as credible, as it 
is commonly defined : it is not a faith of the head only, but 
a faith of the heart. It is a living principle wrought in the 
fouU by the Spirit of the ever-living GoD, convincing the 
finner of his loft, undone condition by nature ; enabling him 
to apply and lay hold on the perfefl righteoufnefs of Jisut 
Christ, freely offered him in the gofpel, and continually 
exciting him, out of a principle of love and gratitude, to'fhew 
ibrth that faith, by abounding in every good word and work. 
This is the fum and fubftance of the dodrine that has been 
delivered. And if this be a licentious doctrine, judge ye. No, 
my brethren, this is not deftroying, but teaching you how to 
da good works, from a proper principle. For to ufe the 
wtords of our Church in another of her Articles, ^ .Wiofe'ks 
^< done before the grace of Christ, and the iaffiirytti^l of 
^ the Spirit, are not pleafant to GoD, forafmutdi !ai).tbey 
. >* fpring not of faith in Jssus Christ ; rather, for tfiatitbey 
^ ate not done as GoD has willed and commanded then^ to ' 
f^ be done, we doubt not but they have the nature of fin.'* 
^ 80 that they who bid you do,, and then live, are juft as wife 
as thofe who would perfuade you to build a beautiful- magni-* 
■'lUi^nt houfe, without laying a foundation. 
''^' ' It is true, the do£trine of our free juftification by faith in 
CtfRisT Jbsus, like other gofpel truths, may and will bo 
' sbufed by men of corrupt minds, reprobates conitsefDifigtthe 
■felth r but tbey&wbo receive the truth tof iSoj} \u ikt km* of 
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it, will always be (hewing their faith by their works. Far 
this rcafon, St. Paul^ after he had told the Ephefians^ " By 
grace they were faved through faith, not of works, left any 
man (hould boad," immediately adds, << For we are hfs 
workmanfhip, created in Christ jEsus unto good works." 
And in his epiftle to Titus^ having given him dirccljons tOtell 
the people they were juftifled by grace, direcliy fubjoins, 
chap. iii. ver. 8. *' I will that you affirm conftantly,' that they 
who have believed in GoD might be careful to maintain good 
works." Agreeable to this, we are told in our Twelfth 
Article, " That albeit good works, which are the fruits of 
** faith, and follow afier juftifica:ion, cannot put away our 
** fins, and endure the fevcrity of God's judgment ; yet are 
*' they plcafuig and acceptable to God in Christ ; and do 
*' fpring nccef.arily out of a true and lively faith, infomuch, 
*' that a lively faith may be as evidently known by them, as 
** a. tree difcerned by the frui^." 

. ..What would I give, that this Article was duly underftood 
andf .preached by all that have fubfcribed to it ! The ark of 
the Lord would not then be driven into the wilderncfs, nor 
would fo many perfons diflent from the Church of £«^/W. 
' £or I am fully perfuadcd, that it is not fo much on account 
; ctf. rites and ceremonies, as our not preaching the truth as k 
1 4*ita JEbUS, that fo many have been obliged to go and feek 
' f05 food ellewhere. Did not we fall from our eftablifhed doc- 
tnnes, few, comparatively fpeaking, would fall from the 
Eflabliflied Church. Whrrc Christ is preached, though it 
Iftc in'a eh arch or on a common, dilTcnters of all denomina- 
tions have, and do mofl freely come. But if our clergy wift 
preach only the law, and not fliew the way of falvation by 
faith in Christ Jesus, the charge of fchifm at the day df 
judgment, 1 fear, will chiefly lye at their door. The trirtJ 
Ihcep of Christ know the voice of Christ's true fliepherds,* 
and flrangers they will not hear. 

Obfcrve, my dear brethren, the words of the Article, 
** Good works arc the fruits oi faith j and follow after jufliifi-: 
ca^i^n.-' How then cun they, precede, or he any way the 
caufc of 'it ? . Our. perfons. muft be juftified, before our pfer-' 
tormancps ciiu.be. accepted. God had rcfpedt to Abel befoife 
he had refpet^ tP his ofiering : .and therefore the righteoufneti 

of 
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of Jesus Christ muft be freely imputed to, and appre- 
hcnded by us* through faith, before we can offer an accept- 
able facrifice to Gob : for out of Christ, as I hinted before, 
God is a confuming fire : and whatfocvcr is not of faith in 
Christ, is fin. 

That people mtftakc the dodlrinc of free juftification, I 
believe, is partly t)wing to their not rightly confidering the 
dilFercDt perfons to whom St. Paul and St. Jamts wrote in 
their epiftles ; as alfo the different kind of juftification edch of 
them writes about. The former afferts in line upon line, ar- 
gtiment upon argument, ** That we are juftified by faith 
alone :" The latter put this queftion, ** Was not Abraham 
juftified by works?" From whence many, not confidering 
the diflxrent views of thefe holy mpn, and the different per- 
fons they wrote to, have blended and joined faith and works, 
in order to juflify us in the &ght of God. But this is a ca- 
pital miftake; for St. Paul was writing to the y^w/^ profc- 
lytes, who fought righteoufnefs by ^he work?, not of the 
ceremonTal only, but of the moral law. In contradiftinflrcAi ro 
that, he tells them, they were to look for juftification in 
•God's fight, only by the perfeft righteoufnefs of Jtsua 
Christ apprehended by faith. St. James had a difftrent fe't 
of people to deal with; fuch whoabufed the (joftrincs df' 
free juftification, and thought they (hould be faved (as hum«t 
fbcrs among us do now) upon their barely profe/Iing to belibvfe 
on Jesus Christ. Thefe the holy Apoftle endeavours' 
wiTely £o convince^ that fuch a faith was only a dead and 
faife faith ; and therefore, it behoved all who would beblefTed 
with faithful Abraham^ to (hew forth their faith byithcir 
.w^ftrks, as he did : " For was not >/^rtf;&^w juftified by woBk»?**:'^ 
Did he not prove that his faith was a tru^juftifying faith, :by 
iu being produdlive of good works ? From whence it is plaitj, 
that %x.,Jakies is talking of a declarative juftification beforie 
men ; (hew me, demonftrate, evidence to me, -that thou haft 
a )tr^e faith, by thy works : Whereas, St. Paul is talking; 
oniy-of our bfeing juftified in the fight of God ; and thus he 
proves, that Ahruhim^ as we alfo are to be, was juftified be- 
•fore-ever the moral or ceremonial law was given to the Je^'s : 
foF it 4s writt-en, ". 4braham belifived in rhc LoRD/and it was 
accounted to him for righteoufnefs." 
-- * Take 
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Take the fubftance of what has been Taid on this hea^, in 
the few following words. Every man that is faved, is jufti* 
fied three ways : Firjl^ nurhorioujly^ by the death of Jesw 
Christ : " It is the blood of Jesus Christ alone that 
cleanfes us from all fin." Secondly^ inftrumentaUy^ by faith: 
faith is the means or inftrument whereby the merits of Jesus 
Christ are applied to the finner's heart : *' Ye are all the 
children. of, God by faith in Christ Jesus." Tbirdfyj we 
are jufiified declaratively ^ namely, by good works : good worlu 
declare and prove to the world, that our faith is a true favipg 
faith. ** Was not Abraham juftificd by works ? " And ag^ufl, 
*< Shew me thy faith by thy works." 

It may not be improper to illuftratc this dodrine by an ex- 
ample or two. I fuppofe no one will pretend to fay, that 
there was any fitnefs for falvation in Zaccbeuf the publican, 
when he came to fee Jesus out of no better principle^ than 
that whereby perhaps thoufands are led to hear me preach. ^ I 
meap» curiofity : but Jesus Christ prevented and called 
liim by his free grace, and fweetly, but irrefiftibly inclixicd 
him to obey that call ; as, I pray God, he may influence all 
you that come only to fee who the preacher is. Zaccbeus tt» 
ceived eur Lord joyfully into his houfe, and at the fs^pe 
time by faith received him into his heart : Zaccbeus was then 
freely juilified in the fight of God. But behold the irome- 
'diate fruits of that juftification ! He (lands forth in the piidft, 
and as before he had believed in his heart, be now ma^Les 
confeilion with his mouth to falvation : ^^ Behold, LpiLi), 
the half of my goods I give unto the poor ; and if I ha.ve 
taken any thing from any man by falfe accufation, I rel^ 
him four-fold." And thus it will be with thee, O belieyer, 
^s fqor^ as ever God's dear Son is revealed in thee' by a living 
faith ; thou wilt have no reft in thy fpirit> till out of lov« and 
gratitude for what God has done for thy foul, thou (hewtft 
forth thy faith by thy works. 

Again, I fuppofe every body will grant there was no fitnefs 
for falvation in the perfecutor Saul ; no more than there is in 
tbofe perfecuting zealots of thefe laft days, who are already 
breathing out threatenings, and, if in their power, w.oiikt 
bre,athe. out daughter alfo, againft the difciples of the I^o^d* 

Now 



Now our Lord, we know, freely prc\/entccl h»m by his 
grace, (and O that he would thus effedually call th^ perfc- 
cti^ors of this generation) and by a light from heaven ftruck 
him to the ground. At the fame time, by his Spirit, fie 
pricked him to the heart, convinced him of fin, and caufcd 
bim to cry out, '* Who art thou. Lord ?" Christ repHes, 
** I am jEstJs whom thou perfecuteft." Faith then was in- 
ftantaneoufly given to him, and behold, immediutely Saul 
cries out, ** Lord, what wouldft thou have me to do ?**^ And 
-*fo*wiil every poor foul that believes on the LoRp Jesus with 
his whole heart. He will be always afking. Lord, what 
fliall I do for thee ? Lord, what wouldft thou have the to 
do ? Not to juftify himfelf, but only to evidence the fincerity 
G^ his love and thankful nefs to his all-mercifuI High-prieft, 
for plucking him as a firebrand out of the fire. 

Perhaps many felf- righteous perfons amongft you, may 

"" flatter yourfelves, that you are not fo wicked as either Zac- 

chius or Saiil was, and confequently there is a greater fifnfcfs 

' for falvation in you than in them. But if you thinR 'flius, 

indeed you think more highly of yourfelves than you ought 

*to think : for by nature we are all alike, all equally fallen 

thort of the glory of God, all equally dead in treTpalles and 

' fins, and there needs the fame almighty power to be everted 

*tn converting any one of the moft fober, good -natu red l'i?iow 

• perfoiis here prcfent, as there was in converting the pubficiin 

'^tacchcusy or that notorious perfccutor SauL And wias it p<ilS- 

'"Me for you to afcend into the higheft heaven, and to ^n^uire 

-6f the fpirits of juft men made perfeft, I am'pc'^fuatf6d'they 

■^Would tell you this dodlrine is from God. Bwi wtOiii^k tl 

^ ihdre fure word of prophecy, to which we do well to give Keed, 

f\is unto a light fhihing in a dark place. My br^thrt'h', ifhc 

^. ' 'Word is nigh you ; fearch the fcriptures j beg of Gob to'itialtc 

' you willing to be faved in this day of his power :"for It is 

not flefli and blood, but the Spirit of Jfisus CHRlit/that 

'^lohe can revealthefe things unto you. 

■' FoUfihfy and L^Jl/yy What think you of JesV^ CnkiTs'* 

being formed within you? For w! ofn Christ jufrifiles, 

■ •*tli'cm he alfo fanaifies. Although he f.nd;, yh h^'dkVAot 

""fci^c MS unholy. ' A )rue v*i>rj{^iaii p^/aj '■n6i^^'pr'(<]^§i'\fhc 

ffiid to^ive, as Jesus Christ to J'-'i! in hiiM, For they only 

'"''^' '■ " j; that 
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that are led by the Spirit of Christ, are the true fon's of 
God. 

As I bbferved before, fo I tell you again, the faith which 
we preach is not a dead, but a lively active faith wrought in 
the foul, working a thorough change, by the power of tbe 
Holy Ghoft, in the whole man : and unleft Christ be.rhus 
in you, notwiihftanding you may be orthodox as to the fore- 
going principles, notwithftanding you may have good deCres, 
and attend conftantly on the means of grace j yet, in St. PauFi 
opinion, you are out of a ftate of falvatioo. ^' Kjiow yqu 
not, (fays that Apoftle to the Corinthians, a church f^oHHIs 
for its gifts above any church und^r heaven) that Chrjspij 
in you, (by his Spirit) unlefs you are reprobates V 

For Christ came not only to fave us from the guilt, but. 
from the power of our fins : till he has done this, however hf 
may be a Saviour to others, we can have no afiuranceor ' 
well-grounded hope, that he has faved us : for it is by r^ceif- 
jng his bleffed Spirit into our hearts, and feeling hini witnef- 
fing with our fpirits, that we are the fons of God, th'it 
we can be certified of our being fealed to th^. day of re- 
demption. "^ 

This is a great myflery; but I fpeak of Christ and the 
new-birth. Marvel not at riiy afking you, what you think 
2ibout Christ being formed within you ? For either GoD 
muft change his nature, or we ours. For as in Jdam we ait 
have fpiritually died, fo all that are eft'eclually faved by 
Christ, muft in Christ be fpiritually made alive. His only 
end in dying and rifing again, and interceding for us now in 
heaven, is to redeem us from the mifery. of our fallen^naturc, 
and, by the operation of his bleffed Spirit, to make us meet to 

. be partakers of the heavenly inheritance with the faints in 
light. None but thofe that thus are changed by his grace 
here, (hall appear with him in glory hereafter. 

Examine yourfclves, therefore, my brethren, whether you 
are in the faith ; prove yourfelves ; and think it not fufBcicnt 

, to fay in your creed, I believe in Jesus Christ : many fay 
fo, who do not believe, who are reprobates, and yet in a ftate 
of death. You take God's name in vain, when you call him 
Father, and your prayers are turned into fin, unlefs you be* 
lieve in Christ, fi^ as to have your life hid with him in 
I Go0, 
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OD, and to receive life and nourifhment from him, as 
ratnches do from the vine. 

I know, indeed, the men of this generation deny there is 
ny fuch thing as feeling Christ within them ; but alas ! 
9 what a dreadful condition would fuch reduce us, even to 
be ftate of the abandoned heathen, who, St. Paul tells us, 
' were paft feeling." The Apoftle prays, that the Ephtfiam 
uy abound in all knowledge and fpiritual und^rJRanding, or 
Mt might be rendered, fpiritual fenfation. And in the of&ce 
NT the vifitation of the ftck, the cninifter prays, that the Lord 
lay make the fick perfoii know and feel, that there is no 
tbtr i)iwe. under heaven given .unto men, in whom and 
irough whom they may receive health and falvation, but 
aly the nanac of our Lord Jesus. For there is a fpiritual, 
\ well as a corporeal feeling ; and though this is not com- 
luoicated to us in a fenfible manner; as outward objeds af- 
fl our fenfes, yet it is as real as any fenfible or vifible fenfa. 
on, and may be as truly felt and difcerned by the foul, as 
»y impreffion from without can be felt by the body. All 
'ho are born again of God, know that I lie not* 
-What think you, Sirs^, iMiNaaman feel, when he was cured 
F his leprofy ? Did the woman feel virtue coming out df 
Bsus Christ, when fee touched the hem of his garmehr^ 
nd was cured of her bloody iffue ? So furely mayft thou feet, 
> believer, when Jesus Christ dwelleth in thy heart. I 
ray God to make you all know and feel this, ere you depart 
ence. 
O my brethren, my heart is enlarged towards you. I truft 
fccl fomething of that hidden, but powerful prefence of 
*HAIST, whilft I am preaching to you. Indeed it is fweet^ 
is exceedingly comfortable. All the harm I wife you, who 
itbot^t caufe are my enemies, is, that you felt the like. Be- 
pvc me^ though it would be hell to my foul, to return to 'a 
Itural fhite again, yet I would willingly change ftates with.^ 
»u for a little while, that you might know what it is to have 
HRIST dwelling in your hearts by faith. Do not tiiro your 
cks \ do not let the devi^l hurry you ^way : be not afraid of 
mvi^ions; do not think worfe of the docSrine, becaufe 
cached without the church walls. Our Lord, in the days 
' his flefe, preached on a mqunt, in a feip, and a field v and 
Vol, V* a a i am 
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I am pcrfuaded, many have felt bis gracious prefence httt. 
Indeed we fpeak what we know. Do not rejccft the kfngdoii 
of God againft }t)urrclves : be fo wife as to receive our wit- 
nefs. I cannot, I will not let you go; ftay a little, let bs 
reafon together. However lightly you may efteem your fouls, 
1 know our Lord has fet an' unfpeakable value on them. He 
thought them worthy of bis molt precious blood. I bcfcccfa 
you, therefore, O fmners, be ye reconciled to God. I hope 
you do not fear being accepted in the" beloved. BehoM, be 
calleth you ; behold, he prevents and follows you with hi 
mercy^ and hath fent forth his fervants into the highways anl 
hedges, to compel you to come in. Remember then, that at 
fuch an hour of fuch a day, in fuch a year, in this place, you 
were all told what you ought to think concerning Jlsus 
Christ. If you now perifli, it will not be for lack of know- 
ledge : I am free from the blood of you all. You cannot fay 
J have been preaching damnation to you ; you cannot fay I 
have, like legal preachers, been requiring ydu to make brkk 
without {haw. I have not bidden you to make yourfehes 
faints, and then come to God ; but 1 have offered you falva- 
tion on as cheap terms as you can defire. I have offered you 
Christ's whole wifdom^ Christ's whole righteoufncfsi 
Christ's whole fanflification and eternal redemption, if yott 
will but believe on him. If you fay, you cannot believe, you 
fay right j for faith, as well as every other bleffing, is the gift 
of Gob : but then wait upon Goi^, and who knows but be 
may have mercy on thee ? Why do we not entertain more 
loving thoughts of CriRiST ? Or do you think he vrill have 
itiercy on others, and not on you ? But are you not fmfters? 
And did not Jfest;s Christ come into the world to fave fin- 
ners ? If you fay you are the chief of fmners j I anfwerj that 
will be no hindrance to your falvation, indeed it will not, if 
)rou lay hold on him by faith. Read the Evangdifts, and fed 
how kindly he behaved to his difciplfes who fled from and de* 
nied him : <* Go tell my brethren," fays he. He did notiayj 
Go tell thofe traitors; but, " Go tell my brethren^ and 
Piter ;•• as though he had faid. Go tdl my brethren in genfr* 
ral, and poor Peter in particular, ** that I am rifen ;'* 
comfort his poor drooping heart, tell him I am reconciled to 
him i bid him weep no more fo bitterly : £6r though with 
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^ains and curies he thrice denied me, yet I have died for hrj 
ansy I am riien again for his juftification : I freely .forgive hini 
all. Thus flow to anger, and of great kindnefs, was our all- 
iherciful tligh-prieft. . Ani do you. think be has th^ngpd hi^ 
plture, and forgets poor finners^ how he is Exalted to the 
fight-hand of tjob ? No, he is the fame yeftcrday, to-day^ 
and for ever, and fitteth there only %o make intcrceffion for 
vs. Come then, ye harlots, come ye publicans^ corne ye mo(( 
abandoned of finnersj come and believe on Jesus Christ. 
^Thoiigh the whole world dcfpife you and c^ft you out, yet be 
^ill not difdain to take you up. O amazing, Q infinitely con- 
"i^efcending love J even ydu, he will not be aJlbam^d to call hi$ 
brethren. How will yoii cfcape if* you neglect fuch a gloriou$ 
^ffer of falvation ? What woiild the damned fpiritsy now in the 
^rifon of hell,. give, if Christ vva^ fo freely offered to their 
fbuls ? And why are not We lifting lip our eyes in torrticnts ? 
poes any one out of this great multitude dare fay, he does not 
deferve damnation ? If not, vvhy ajce we left, an4 others taken 
ay^ay by death ? What is this but.an^ inftaace of God's .free 
grace, and a fign of his good will towards us t Let OqJ)*9 
^oodnefs lead us to repentance ! O let there be joy in' heaven 
0ver fome of yoii repenting 1 Though wi are. in a field,. I jtm 
l^rfuaded the blefled angels are hovering now around us, ani| [ 
tfo long, *^ as the hart paptcth after the water- brooks," tp ' 
iing ari anthem att your converfton. BleiTed be Gop, I hope 
their joy will be fulfilled. An ?iwful filence appears amongtf 
iis. I have good hope that the words whrCh the Lord ha9 
enabled me to fpeak in your ears this day, have not altogether 
fallen to the grou/id. Your tears and deep attention, are aii 
evidence, that the Lord GoI> is amongft us of a t^uth. 
Come, ye Pharifeesj come and fee, in fpite of yotir fatanicai 
*agc and fury, the Lord jEstJS is getting bimfelf the vi&ory. 
And brethren^ I fpeak the truth in Christ, I lie not, if on^ 
foul of you, by the bleffing of God, be brought to think fav* 
iiigly of JesVs Christ this day, I care not if toy enemie$ 
were permitted to carry me to p^rifon, and puf my feet faft in 
the fiocksj as fodn as I have delivered this ferqfion. Brethren, 
jny heart's defire and prayer to God i^, that you may be 
faved. For thi$ caufe I follow my Mafter without the camp. 
I tare a6t how inuch of his facred reproach I bear, (6 that 
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fome of you be converted from the errors of yopr wajs. 
I rejoice, yea and I will rejoice. Ye men, yc devils, dd 
your worft : the Lord who fent, will fupport me« And. 
when Christ, who is our life, s^nd whom I have nof 
been preaching, (hall appear, I alfo, together with birds*! 
fpifed little ones, ihall appear with him in glory. And 
then, what will you think of Christ ? I know what yoa 
will think of him. You will then think him to be the fairell 
among ten thoufand : You will then think and feel him to be 
a juft and fin-avenging judge. Be ye then perfuaded to kill 
him left he be angry, and fo you be bani(hed for ever from the 
pcefence of the Lord. Behold, I come to you as the angd 
did to Lot. Flee, flee, for your lives ; hafte, linger no longer 
in your fpi ritual 5^^^, for otherwifeyou will be eternally <1^ 
ftroyed. Numbers, no doebt, there are amongft you, that 
may regard me no more than Lot^ fons-in-law regarded hinou 
I am perfuaded I feem to fome of you as one that onpcke{|i: 
but I fpeak the truth in Christ, I lie not ; as fure aa fire n4. 
brimftone was rained from the Lord out of heaveo, to £>^ 
&ipy Sodom and Gomorraby fo furely, at the great day^ ftaB. 
the vials of GoD*s wrath be pouredi on you, if yoa do not 
think ferioufly of, and z&, agreeable to the gofpel of the' 
LoRD^s Christ. Behold, I have told you before ; and t 
pray God, all you that forget hTm may ferioufly diink tf 
what has been faid, before he pluck you away, and there iK, 
none to deliver you. 

Now to Goo the Father, &c» 
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S E R M ON XXV. 

The wife and fooli(h Virgins. 



Matthew xxv. 13. 

WmA Ihertfore^ for ye know neither the day nor the hour 
in wbicb the Sou of man cometb. 

3^ RE apoftle Paul^ in his epiftle to the Hebrews^ informs. 
\ us, ^* That it is appointecl for all men once to die;, 
r that is the judgment.'^ And I think, if any confideratioa, 
be fufficrent to awaken a fleeping drowfy world, it muft be 
^Is^ That there will be a day wherein thefe heavens (ball 
Iji wr^pt up like a fcroll, this element melt with fervent 
lieat, the earth and all things therein be burnt up, and every 
Ibul, of every nation and language, fummoned to appear be- 
fore the dreadful tribunal of the righteous Judge of quick and 
dead, to receive rewards, and punifliments, according to the 
deeds done in their bodies. The great apoftle juft mentioned, 
when brought before Felixy could think of no better means to 
convert that finful man, than co reafon of temperance, righ« 
teoufnefs, and more efpecially of a judgment to come. The 
firft might in feme meafure affe£l, but, I am perfuaded, it was 
the laft confideration, a judgment to come, that made him to 
trenible: and fo bad as the world is now grown, yet there are 
few have their confciences fo far feared, as to deny that there 
will be a reckoning hereafter. The promifcuous difpenfations 
of providence in this life, wherein we fee good men afflicted, 
deflitute, tormented, and the wicked permitted triumphantly 
to ride over their heads, has been always looked upon as an 
indifputable argument, by the generality of men, that there 
will be a day in which Goo will judge the world in righte^ 
oufnefs, and adminifter equity unto his people. Some indeed 
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fire fo bold as to deny it, while tbey are engaged in the puifuit 
of the luft of the eye, and the pride of life. But follow them 
Co their death-beds, afk them, when their fouls are ready to 
launch into eternity, what they then think of a judgment to 
comef and they wil) tfll yop, they.cjarc not give (hf ir co(ir 
fciences the lie any longer. They feel a fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation in their hearts. Since tfaei) 
thefc things arc fp, does it not highly concern ej^ch of us, my 
brethren, before we come on a bed of ficknefs, ferioufly to 
examine how the account ftands bctweeirGoc and curfcml^, 
and how it will fare with us in that day ? As for the openly 
prophane, the drunkard, the whorcnionger, the adulterer, and 
fifch^like^ there is no ^oubt of whfit will becpme (f themi 
without repentance they fj^all nev^r enter into the kingdom of 
God and his Christ: no ; their damnation flumbereth not; 
a burning fiery Tfphet, kindled by the fury of GoD*3 ct^rnaj 
wrath, 15 prepared for their reception, wherein tb^ W^K 
fijffer the vengeance of eternal fir^. Nor is ^here'thc l«lft 
tSqubt of the ftate of true believer?. For though they arc dc- 
fpifed and rejefled of natural meii, yet being born ^gairi of 
Got), they are heirs of God, and joint heirs with CMRisf. 
They have the earned of the promifed inheritance in thci]f 
hearts, and are afllired, that a new and Ijving way is made 
bpen for them, into the holy of holier, by the blood of JESUS 
Christ, into which an abundant entrance (hall be adminif: 
tered to them at the great day of iccouiit. The only quefr 
tion is, what will become of the dlmoj^ Chrijfian^ one that is 
content to go, as he thinks, in a middle way to heaven, with- 
out being prophane on the one hand, or, as be falfly imagines, 
righteous over-much on the other? Many there are in every 
congregation, and confequently fome here prefent, of this 
ftamp. And what is worft of all, it is more eafy to convince 
the mod notorious publicans and finners of their being out of 
. a ftate of falvation, than any of thefe. Notwithftanding, if 
Jesus Christ may be our judge, they fhall as certainly be 
-rejeded and difowned by him at the laft day, as though thc]f. 
Jived in open defiance of all his laws. For what fays our 
XrORD in the parable of which the words of the text are a 
concliifion, and which I intend to make the fubjeft of my 
prefrnt difcourfe. ** Then," at the day of jadgment, which 
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id been difcourfing of in the foregoing, and profecutes \n 
rhapter, ** (hall the- kingdom of heaven, (the ftate of pro^ 
s in the gofpcl church) be likened untaten virgins, who 
their lamps, and went forth %o meet the bridegroom." la 
h words, is a manifeft allufion to a cuftom prevailing in 
Lord's time among the Jewsy at marriage folemnities, 
h were generally at night, and at which it was cuftomary 
le perfons of the bride- chamber to go out in proceifion, 
many lights, to meet the bridegroom. By the bridegroom^ 
ire here to undcrftand Jesus Christ. The church, i. c. 
believers, are h\sfpoufe\ he is united to them by one fpi- 
ven in this life ; but the folemnizing of thefe facred nup- 

is referved till the day of judgment, when he fball come 
ke them home to himfelf, and prefent them before mei^ 
angels, as his purchafe, to his Father, without fpot or 
tie, or any fuch thing. By the ten virgins we are to 
rftand, the profeflbrs of chriftianlty in general. All are 
I virgins, becaufe all are called to be (kints. Whofoever 
s the name of Christ, is obliged-by that very profeffion 
part from all iniquity. But the pur<i and chafte in heart, 
le only perfons that will be fo bleffed as to fee God. As ' 
[ST was born of a virgin, fo he can dwell in none but vir- 
Duls, made pure and holy by the cohabitation of his holy 
:, What fays the apoftle ? ** All are not Ifraelites that are 
aely* all are not chriftians that are called after the name 
HRIST : No, fays our Lord, in the 2d verfe, " Five of 

virgins were wife," true believers, *' and five were 
b," formal hypocrite?. But why are five faid to be wife, 
:he other five foolilh ? Hear what our Lord fays in the 
Hng verfes ; ** They that were fbolifli took theif lamps, 
ook no oil with them : but the wife took oil in their vef- 
vith their lamps." They that were fooliih took their 
! of an outward profeffion. They would go to church, 
rer feveral manuals of prayers, come perhaps into a field 
ir a fermon, give at a colle£lion, and receive the facra- 
conftantly, nay, oftner than once a*month. But then 
ay the miftake; they had no oil in their lamps, no prin-' 
of grace, no living faith jn their hearts, without which, 
h we (hould give all our goods to feed the poor, ^nd.our 
i to he burnt, it would profit us nothing. Inr (hort, they 
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Wfreexa£^, nfty* perhaps fuperftitious bigots ti$ to^be form, 
but all the while they were ftFaogers to, and, in effeA, deoicd 
the power of. godlineCs in ihcir hearts. They, would go to 
church, but at the fame time, think it no harm to go to a 
b^ll or an ai&mbly, notwithftaoding they promifed at their 
biptifm, to renounce . the pomps, and vanities of this wicked 
world. They were fo exceedingly feacful'of being righteous 
over-much, that they would even pertecute thofe that were 
truly devout, if they attempted to go a flep farther than them- 
ftlves. In one word, they never efFe&ually felt the power of' 
the world to come. They thought they might be chriftians 
without To much inward feeling, and therefore, ootwithfiand- 
ing their high pretenfions, hadt>nly a name to live. 

And now. Sirs, let me paufe a while, andioc the aameof 
God, whom I endeavour to (erve in the gofpel of his dear 
Spn, give me leave to afk one queftion. WhildJ have beta 
d/awinj;, though in miniature, the charaiSer of thefe feoliih 
virgins, have not many of your confciences made the ^^ica- 
tion, and with a fmall, ftill, though articulate voice, iaid. 
Thou man, thou: woman, art one of thofe foolifli virgins, for 
t|?y fentiments ^nd pradice agree thereto ? Stifle not, but ra- 
ther encourage thefe convi£lions ;■ and who kno^s, but that 
Lord who is rich in mercy- to all that call upoo him faith- 
fully, may fo work uponyou even by this fooliQinels of preach- 
ing, as to make you wife virgins before you return home? 
• What they were you (hall know immediately: *' But the 
wife took oil in their veflels with their lanips.'^ Obferve, the 
wife, the true believers, had their lamps as well as thfffodifli 
virgins ; for chrifiianity does not require us to tail off all out- 
ward forms; we may ufe-forms, and yet not be formal: for 
infiance, it is poflible to worihip God in a fet form of prayer, 
and yet worship him in fpirit and in truth. And therefore, 
brethren, let us not judge Oiile another. The wife virgins bid 
their lamps ; herein did not lie the difference between them 
and the fooliih, that one worfhipped God with a form, and 
the other did not : No: as the Pharifee and Publican went op 
ID the temple to pray, fo thefe wife and feolifli virgins might 
go to the fame place of worihip, and fit under the fame-mi- 
niftry; but then the wife took oil in thehr veffels with- their 
lamps ^ they kept up the fori«i» 1>ut did not reft in it; their 
S ' words 
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words in prayer weire the language of tbeif hearU^ and tbey. 
WQce fio ftrangers.ta inward feelings^ they were not ^raid oi,» 
fcarching dodrines, nor affronted when minifters told them, 
they dcferved to be damned ; they were not felf-righteous, but. 
were willing that Jesus Christ ftiould have all the glory of 
their falvation } they were convinced that the meriu of Jssus- 
Christ were to be apprehended oply by faith j but yet were 
they as careful to maintain good works, is though they were 
to.be juftified by them i in fliort^ their obedience flowed from, 
love and gratitude, and was chearfiil, conftant, uniform, uni- 
v.erfal, like that obedienoe which the holy angels pay our Fa- 
ther in heaven^ 

Here then let me exhort you to paufe again ; and if any cf 
you can faithfully apply thefe chara&rs to your hearts, givo 
God tbe glory, and take the comfort to your own.ibuls^ yoa 
sure not falle but uue believers* Jesus Cueist has been made 
of God to you wifdom, even that wifdom^ whereby you (hall 
be made wife unto falvatioxu Goo fees a diffin-ence betweea 
you and /ooliih virgins, if natural men will not. You need 
oot be uneafy^ though one chance and (ate in thisJife may 
happen to you both. I fay, one chance SMid fatAi; for^ ver. 5« 
^^ while the bridegroom tarried,*' in the fpace of time which 
palled between our Lord'^ afcenfion and his coming again to 
j||dgn>ent, ** they all flumbered and flept."^ The wife a3 well- 
s' foolifli died, for duft we are, and to duA we muft return. 
It is no refledlion at all upon. the divine gi>odnefs, that be- 
liever^ as well as hypocrites; rauilpafs through the. valley of 
the ihad^w of death ; fqt Christ has taken away the-fting of 
death, fp that we need fear no evi|« . It is.to.lhim a pafiage. 
to everlafting lite: death is only terrible to thpfe who. have na 
hope, becaufe they live without faith in the world. . Who* 
ipever there are amongft you, that have received, the firft^fruits. 
of the fpirit, I am perfuaded you are ready to cry out,, we 
would not live here always, we long to be. diflblved, that we 
may bjB with Jesus Christ; and though wormsmuft deftroy 
oifr bodies as. .well as others,. yet we are content, being aflured 
that our Redeemer liveth, that ho will A^nd.at the latter dayi 
upon the earth, and that in pur fle(h we {hall, fee God. 

But it is not fo.with hypoodrites and unbelievers beyond the- 
gravei for what iays oux hoM^ni ^ And at midnight :" 
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oVerve, at midnight, when all was hufhed and quiet, and no 
one dreaming of any fuch thing, «* a cry was made;'* the 
voice of the arch*angel and the trump of God was heard 
founding this general alarm ; to things in heaven, to things 
in earthy and to things in the waters under the earth, " Be- 
hold!'* mark how this awful fummons is ufhered in with 
the word hhtlJy to engage our attention ? «* Behold the 
bridegroom cometh !" even Jesus Christ, the defire of na- 
tionS) the bridegroom of bis ipoufe the church : Becaufe he 
tarried for a while to exercife the faith of faints, and give fin- 
ners fpaceto repent, fcoflfers were apr to cry out, ** Where 
is the prornife of his coming i But the Lord is not flack con- 
cerning* Ws prbmife, as thcfc rten account flacknefs.** For 
behold, he tbat was to come^ tfow cometh, and will not tarry 
any longcr:-He cometh td be glorified in his faints, and to 
take vengianrce on them chat know not God, and have not 
obeyed his go(^I : he cometh not as a poor defpifed Galilean \ 
not to be laid in a ftiiikifi^ n^aiiger ; not to be defpifed and 
rejefted of men ; not to be blindfblded, fpit upon, and buffet- 
ed ;''not to bb nailed to an accurfed tree \ he cometh not as the 
Son' of man, but as he really was^ the eternal Son of the eter- 
nal GoD'i H^ cometh riding on the wings of the wind, in the 
glory of thift Father and his hdly'angeh, and to be had incvcr- 
lafting rfcVereriW of all that (hall be round about him. " Go 
ye forth to meet him 5" arife, ye dead, ye fooli(h, as well as 
wife virgin, arife and come to jadgment. Multitudes, no 
doubt, that hear this awakening cry, would rejoice if the 
rocks might fall on, and the hill^ cover them from the prc- 
fence of the Lamb: what WCulJ they give, if as they lived as 
beafts, they might now die like the beads that perjfli ? How 
would they rejoice, if thofefame excufes which they made on 
this fide eternity for not attending on holy ordinances, would 
ferve to keep them from appearing before the heavenly bride- 
groom ! But as Adam^ notwithftanding his fig-leaves, and 
the trees of the garden, could not hide himfelf from God, 
when arre{led with an " Adam^ where art thou ?" So now 
the decree is gone forth, and the trump of GoD has given 
its laft found ; all tongues, people, nations, and languages, 
both wife and foolifli virgins, muft come into hisprefence, an4 
bow beneath his fbotftoolj tvax Pontius Pitau] Annas and' 
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Cmaplnis ; pv^n the proud perfecuting high-priefis and Pha* 
r.ifees of thr^ generation, muft appear before him : for fays our 
Lord, *^ then, (when ihe cry was made. Behold, the bride- 
groom Cometh !) in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
the graves were opened, the fea gave up its dead, and *' all 
thofe virgins, both wife and foolifb, arofe and trimmed their 
lamps," or endeavoured" to put themfelves iii a proper poftucc 
to meet the bridegroom. 

5ut how may we imagine the foolilh virgins were furprized^ 
ivhen, notwithftanding their high thoughts and proud imagi- 
nations of their fecurity, they, now find themfelves wholly 
naked, and void of that inward holinefs and purity of heart, 
without whiph no man living at that day {hall comfortably 
me^t ^hf Lord ! I doubt not, but many of thefe foolifh vir- 
gins, whilft in this world, were cloathed in purple and fine 
linnen, fared fumptuoufly every day, and difdaincd to fet the 
^ife virgins, fome of whom might be as poor as Lazarus^ evea. 
with the dogs of their flock. Thefe were looked upon by 
them as eptbufiafts and madmen, as perfons that were righteous 
Qver-n^uph, ^n4 who intended to turn the world upfide down : 
l)ut nqw ^eafh bath opened their eyes, and convinced them, 
to their eternal forrovyr, that he i& not a true chriftian, who is, 
Qnly one outwardly. J^ow they find (though, alas ! too late) 
they, and not the wife virgins, had been befide tbemfelves^r 
Now tbejr prpud hearts are n^ade to ftoop, their lofty lookf 
^re brought Iqw j and as Dms entreated that Lazarus might 
dip the tip pf his finger in water, and be fent to cool his 
tongue, fo thefe foolifh virgjris, t)iefe formal hypocrites, are' 
obliged to turn beggars to thofe whom they once defpifed : 
** Give us of your oil j" O ! impart to us a. little of that 
grace and holy fpirit^ for the infifting on which we ioo\% ac- 
counted yoqr lives madnefs ; for alas ! " our lamps are gone 
out ;" wp had only the form of godlinefs ; we' were whited 
fepuichrcs ; we were heart-hypocrites j we contented our- 
felve§ with defiring to be good j and though confident of fal- 
yation whilft \ye lived, yet our hope is entirely gone, now 
God has tajceq away our fouls : Give us therefore, O ! give 
us, though we once defpifecj you, give us of your oil, for our 
lamps of an outward profeffiop, irid tranfient conviftions, arc 
fluite p;0DC put. " Comfort ye, copfort ye, my people, faith 
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the Lord/' My brethren in Christ, hear what the fooliih 
fiy to the wife virgins, and learn in patience to pofTefs your 
fduls. If you arc true followers of the lowly Jesus, I am 
perfuaded you iiave your names caft out, arid all manner of 
evil fpoken falfly againft you, for his name's fake ; for no one 
ever did or will live godly in Christ Jesus, without fuffer- 
ing periccution ; nay, I doubt not but your chief foes are 
thofe of your own houfhold : tell me, do not your carnal re- 
lations and friends vex your tender fouls day by day, in bid- 
ding you fpare yourfelves, and take heed left you go too far : 
And as you pafled along to come and hear the word of Goo, 
have you not heard many a Pharifee cry out. Here comes ano* 
thcr troop of his followers ! Brethren, be not furprized, 
Christ's fcrvants were always the world^s fools ; you know 
i£ hated him before it hated you. Rejoice and be exceeding 
glad. Yet a little while, and behold the bridegroom cdmetb, 
abd then Iball you hear thefe formal fcoffing Pharifees faying 
unto you, ** Give us of your oil, for our lamps arc gone out." 
When you are reviled, revile not again : when you fuflfer, 
threaten not ; commit your fouls into the hands of hhn that 
judgeth righteot^fly : for behold the day cometh, when the 
children of God fiiall fpeak for themfelves. * 

The wife virgins, in the parable, no doubt endured the 
iame cruel mockings as you may do ; but as the lamb before 
the {hearers is dumbj fo in this life opened they not thetr 
mouths ; but now we find they can givcf their etiemies an 
anfwcr : ** Not fo, left there be not enough for ns and you ; 
But go ye rather to them that fell, and buy for yourfelves." 
Thefe words are not to be underftood as thdugh they wertf 
fpoken in an infulting manner ; for true charity teaches us to 
tife the worft of finners, and our moft bitter enefbies^ with 
the meek nefs and gentlenefs of Christ : Though l!>ives was 
in hell, yet Abraham does not fay. Thou villain, butonly, 
** Son, remember :" and I am perfuaded, had it beta' fn the 
power of thefe wife virgins, they would have dealt with the 
fooliih virgins, as, God knows, I would willingly deal with 
my mbft inveterate enemies, not only give them of their oilj 
but alfo exalt them to the right hand of God. It was noi 
then for want of love, but the fear of wanting a fuf^cieticy 
iox tbeoifelves, that made them return this anfwcr, *« Ncrt 
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fo, left there.bc not enough for us and you :" For they that 
have fnoft grace, have none to fpare; none but felf- righteous, 
foolifli virgins think they are good enough, or have already 
attained. Thofe who are truly wife are always moft diftfuft- 
ful of themfelves, prefling forwards to the things that arc bcr 
fore, and think it well if after they have done all, they can 
make their calling and election fure* ^^ Not fo, left there 
be not enough for us and ydu ; but go ye raeher to them that 
fell, and buy for yourfclves/* Thefe words indeed fecm to 
be fpoken in a triumphant, but certainly they were uttered 
in the moft compaffionate manner y «' go ye to them that fell» 
' and buy for yourfelves ;" unhappy virgins ! you accounted 
our lives folly ; whilft with you in the body, how often have 
you condemned us for our zeal in running to hear the word 
of God, and looked upon us as enthufiafts, for talking and 
afErming, that we muft be led by the fpirit, and walk by the 
fpirit, and feel thie fpirit of God witneffing with our fpirits, 
that we are his children ? But now you would be glad to be 
partakers of this privilege, but it is not ours to give. You 
contented yourfelves with feeking, when you fliould have bcea 
ftriving to enter in at the ftrait gate. And now go to them 
that fell, if you can, and buy for yourfelves. 

And what fay you to this, ye foolifli formal profeflbrs ? 
For I doubt not but curiofity and novelty hath brought many 
fuch, even to this defpifed place, to hear. a fermon. Can you 
hear this reply to the foolifh virgins, and yet not tremble? 
Why, yet a little while, and thus it fhkll be done to you* 
Rejoice and bolfter yourfelves up in your duties and forms j| 
endeavour to cover your nakednefs with the fig-leaves of ari 
outward profeffion and a legal righteoufnefs, and defpife the 
true fervants of Christ as much as you pleafe, yet know, 
that all your hopes will fail you when God brings you into 
judgment. For not he who qommendeth himfelf is juftified,* 
but he whom the Lord commendeth. « 

But to return ; we do not bear of any reply the foolifti vir- 
gins make : No, their confcie^nces condemned them ; like the 
perfon without a wedding-garment, they are firuck duoib, 
and are now filled with anxious thoughts bow they fliall buy 
oil, that they may lift up their heads before the bridegroom* 
** But whiljft tb^ went to buy," ver, id, whilft they were 

ttiinking 



«. ' 



thinking what they (hbtiFd di, the bridegroom, the tdki ji* 
8US, the king, the hufband pf his fpbiife tRc church, comeih, at- 
tended with thoufands aiid twenty times ten ihoufands of faints 
and angels, publicly t6 icbunt up his jewels ; ** and they that 
were i-eady," the wife virgins who had oil in their lamps, 
and werfc fealed by his fpirit to the day of redemption^ thcfe 
havihg on the wedding garment of an impilted righteoufnefsj 
aiid a new nature, «* went in with him to the marriage." 

But who can exprefs the tranfpbrts that thefe wife virgins 
felt, when they were thus admitted, in holy triumph, into 
the prcfence and full enjoyment of hifn, whom their feiils 
hungred and thirftcd after ! No doubt they had tafted of his 
love, "and by faith had often fed en him in their hearts, when 
fitting down to commemorate his laft fupper hete oh earth } 
but how full may we think their hearts and tongues were ot 
his praifes, when they fee themfelves feated togethet to cat 
bread in his heavenly kingdom. And what vvas beft of all^ 
•* the door was (hut," and (hut theni in, to enjoy the ever 
hlefijed GcD, and the company of angels and the fpirits of iuft 
men made perfe£l, without interruption for evermore. I (ay, 
without interruption j for in this life, their eyes often gufiied 
out with water, becaufe men kept not God's law ^ and they 
could never come to appear before the Lord, or to hear hij 
word, but Satan and his emiflaries would come alfo to difturb 
them ; but how " the door is (hut," now there is a perfeft 
communion of faints, which they in vain longed for in this 
lower world ; now tares ho longer grow up with the wheat j 
hot one fingle hypocrite or unbeliever can fcreen himfelf 
apnongft them. " Now the wicked ceafe from troubling, an4 
now their weary fouls enjoy an evetlafting reft-^* 

Once more, O believers, let me exhort you in j>atiehce id 
poflefs your fouls. God, if he has freely juftified you by 
hith in his fon, and given you his fpirit, has fealed you ta 
be his f and has fecured you, as fiirely as he fecurcd ^W, 
when he locked him in the ark. But 'though heirs of Gobf 
and joint heirs with ChrisT, and neither men nor devils carl 
pluck you out of your heavenly Father's haiids> yet you m\ift 
be tolTed about with manifold temptations ; however, lift iip 
your heads, the d:iy of your perfetft, compleat redehfipt;oa 
draweth nigh. Behold the bridegroom cotoetb to take' jhn 
I %9 



t 3^ ? -. 

to himWf, the dt)or Kail be (hut, 'Md you fiiall be for ever 

with thtLoRi^. . 

But I even tremble to tell you, O^ nominal chriftians, that- 
the door will be (hut, I mean the Jobr of merry, ricvpr, 
never to be openied to give you admiffion, though you (bould 
continikc knocking to all eternity. For thus fpeaks our 
LxJkD, V, II. " Afterwards," after thofc that were i-cady 
went in, and the door was (hut i after they had, to their for- 
row, found that no oil was to be bought, no grace to be pro- 
cured, " came ajfo the other virgins ;*' and as Efau^ after 
Jacob had gotten the bleffing, cried with an exceeding bitter 
cry, ^^ Blefs me, even me alfo, O my father j" fo they came 
Faying, " Lord, Lord, open to us." Obferve the impor- 
tunii^y of thefe foolifh virgins, implied in the words, " Lord, 
Lord." Whilft in the body, I fuppofc they only read, did* 
not pray over their prayers. If you now tell them, they (hould 
«* pray without ceafing," they Ihould pray from their heartsj 
and feel the want pf what they prayed for; they would an- 
fwer, they could not tell what you mean by inward feelings ^ 
that God did not require us to be always on our knees, but 
if a man did jufiiy, and loved mercy, and did as the church 
forms required him, it was as much as the LoRD/required .^t 
his hands. 

I fear, firs, too many among us are of this mind : nay, I 
fear there are many fo polite, fo void of the love of God, ay 
to think it too great a piece of felf-denial, to rife early ta of- 
fer up a facriiice of praife and thankfgiving acceptable to God' 
through Jesus Christ. If any fuch, by the good provi- 
dence of God, are brought hither this morning, I befeech 
you to conQder your ways, and remember, if yon are. nor 
Awakened out of your fpiritual lethargy, and live a life of 
prayer here, you (hall but in vain cry out with the foolifh.^ 
Virgins, " LoRt>» Lord, open unto us," hereafter; • Ob- 
(ferve farther, the impudence, as well as importunity of thefe 
other virgins i *^ Lord, Lord," fay they, as though they 
were intimately acquainted with the holy Jesus. Like num* 
bers among us, who becaufe they go to church, repeat theiY 
creeds, and receive the blefled facrament, think they have a 
fight to call Jesus their Saviour, and dare call God their 
Father, when they put up the J^ord's prayer. But Jesus is . 
• • not 
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not your Saviour. The ierily not Go»» it your ktkez^ un« 
lefs your hearts are purified by faith, and you sure born again 
from above. It is not meieljr being baptized by water, but 
being born again of the Holy Ghoft that muft qualify you 
for falvation ; and it will do you no fervice at the great day, 
to fay unto Christ, Lord, my name is in the regifter of 
fuch and fuch a parifli. 1 am perfuaded, the foolifli virgins 
could fay this and more ; but what anfwer did Jesus make i 
He anfwered and faid, ver. 12. " Verily, I fay unto you:** 
He puts the word Verily, to aflure them he was in earneft. 
*^ I fay unto you,** I who am truth itfelf, I whom you have 
owned in words, but in works denied, ** verily, I (ay unto 
you, I know you not.** Thefe words muft not be underftood 
literally ; for whatever Arians and Socinians may fay to the 
contrary, yet we affirm, that Jesus Christ is God, God 
bkfled for ever, and therefore knowetb all things. He (aw 
Nathaniel^ when under the fig- tree : he (ees, and is now look-* 
ing down from heaven, his dwelling-place, upon us, to fee 
,bow we behave in thefe fields. Brethren, I know nothing 
of the thoughts and intents of your hearts, in coming hither ^ 
but Jesus Christ knows who come like new-born btbes^ 
defirous to be fed with the fincere milk gf the word ; and htf 
knows who came to hear what the babler (ays, auid to run 
away with part of a broken fentence, that they may have 
whereof to accufe him. This expreffion then, '^ I know you 
. not,*^ muft not be underftood literally ; no, it implies a know* 
ledge of approbation, as though Christ had faid, ^* You 
call me. Lord, Lord, but you have not done the things 
Chat I have (aid -, you defire me to open the door, but how 
can you come in hither not having on a wedding garment ? 
Alas, you are naked 1 Where is my outward righteoufoeb 
imputed to you ? Where is my inherent righteoufnefs wrought 
in you ? Where is my divine image ftamped upon your fouls f 
How dare you call me Lord^ Lord, when you haye not re* 
ceived the Holy pboft, whereby I feal all that are truly minef 
*^ Verily, I know you not ; ^part from me, ye curfed, intp 
cverlaftlng fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.** 

And now, he that hath ears to bear, let him hear what auiv 
»er of pcrfons thefe were, whom Jesus Christ difflfiifled 
with ibis anfwer. Remember^ I entreat you, remember tfacf 

arc 



not (ent awaf for being fornicators, fwcarers. fabbath- 
kers, or prodigals. No, in all probability, as I obferved 
re, they were, touching the outward obfervances of the 
d law, blamelefs; th^y were conftaht as to the form of. 
rion J and if they did no good, yet no one' could fay, they 
&ny one any harm. The only thing for which they were* 
lemnedv and eternally bani'Ihed from the prefence of the 
D, (for fo. much is implied in ** I know you not") was 
, they had no oil in their lamps, no principle of a true 
ig faith and holinefs in their hearts. And if- perfons may- 

church, receive the facramcnt, lead honeft moral lives, 
yet be fent to hell at the laft day, as they certainly will 
r they advance no farther. Where wilt thou, O drunkard ? 
ere wilt thou, O fwearer ? Where wilt thou, O fabbath- 
ker i Where wilt thou that denieft divine revelation, and 

1 the form of godlincfs i Where will you, and fuch-like 
ers appear ? I knqw very well. You muft appear before 
dreadful tribunal of jEsua Christ: however you may, 
Ftlhfi put off the profecution of your conviftions, yet 
, as well as others, muft arife after death, and appear in 
mem ; you will then find, to your eternal forrow, what 
I hinted at in the beginning of this difcourfe, that your 
nation flumbereth not : (in has blinded your hearts, and 
<fied your foreheads now, but yet a little while, and our 
D will eafe him of his/adverfaries. Methinks, by faifh, 
! the heavens opened, and the holy Jesus coming, with 
*ace brighter than ten thoufand funs, darting fury upon 
from his eyes I Mcthinks I fee you rifmg from .your? 
es, trembling^and aftonilhed, and crying out, who can 
t ihis day of bis coming ! . ' 

.nd now what inference ihall I draw from what has beea 
^red ? Our Lord, in the Words of the text, has drawn* 
for me ; " Watch therefore, for ye know neither the? 
nor the hour whenein the Son of man cometh." - 
Watch \^* that is, be upon your guards and keep your 
les in continual exercife : For as when we are commanded 
'atch unto prayer, it fignifies that we fliould continue in- 
tin that duty ; fo when we are required to watch in ge- 
I, it me^s that we fliould put on the whole armour of 
>; and live every day as though it wa$ our laft. - And.O T 
OL. V. B b that 
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that the Lord may now enable me to lift up my foice like I 
trumpet ! For had I a thoufand tongues, or could I fpeak fo 
loud that the whole world might hear me, I could not found 
a more uHeful alarm than that which is contained in the text. 
Watch therefore, my brethren, I befeech you by the mer- 
cies of God in Christ Jesus, watch ; be upon your guard; 
awake, ye that fleep in the duft : for ye know neither riie day 
nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. Perhaps to- 
day, perhaps this midnight, the cry may be made: *^ for in 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, the trump is to 
found.*' However, fuppofing the final day of judgncient may 
yet be a great way ofF, the day of death is certainly near at 
hand : for what is our life ? << It is but a vapour," but a fpan 
long, foon paiTetb it away, and we are gone. Blefled be 
God, we are all here well ; but who^ out of this great mul- 
titude, dares fay, I fhall go home to my houfe in iafety? 
Who knows, but whilft I am fpeaking, God may commif- 
fion his miniftring fpirits immediately to call fome of you 
away by a fudden ftroke, to give an account with what atten- 
tion you have heard this (ermon. You know, my bretbitrv 
feme fuch inftances we have lately had; And what angel or 
fpirit hath afTured us, that fome of you fhall not be the next ? 
•* Watch therefore, for ye know: neither the day nor the 
hour wherein the Son of man will come:'* And it is chiefly 
for this reafon, that God has hidden the day of our deaths 
from us. For fsnce I know not but I may die to-morrow^ 
why, O my foul, may each of us fay, wilt thou not watch 
to day ? Since I know not but I may die the next momenti 
why wilt thou not prepare for dying this i Many fuch re- 
flexions as thefe, my brethren, croud in upon my mind. At 
prefent, blefTed be the Lord, who delights to oiagaiff bis 
ftrength in a poor worm's weakneTs, I am at a ftand^ not ib 
much about what I fhall fay^ as what I fhall leave OBfaki. 
My belly, Yikt Elihu\ is, as it were^ fuU of iiew wines ) 
^< out of the abundance of -my heart my mouth ^peaketb.^' 
The feeing fo great a multitude fhinding before me i a feoieof 
the infinite majefly of that GoD in whofe name I preach, and 
before whom I as well as you mufl appear, to give an account^ 
and the uncertainty there is whether I ihall live another dayt 
to fpeak to you any more : thefe confideratioosj^ c^eciaiiy 
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the prelence of ObD, which I now feel upon my foul, fur- 
nifbes me with fo much matter, that I fcarce know where td 
begin, or where to end my application. However, for me- 
thod-fake, by the divine aiSftance, I will branch it into thred 
particulars. 

And/r/?, I would remind you that ^re notorioufly ungodly, 
of what our Lord fays in the text: For though I have faid 
that your damnation flumbereth not, whilft you continue in 
an impenitent ftate ; yet that was only to fet you upon your 
watch, to convince you of your danger, and excite you to 
cty oat, ** What fliall we do to he faved ?" I appeal to all 
that heat me^ whether I have faid, the door of mercy (hould 
be (hut againft you, if you believe on Jesus Christ : No, 
if you are the chief of finners j if you are murderers of fathers j 
and murderers of mothers ; if you are emphatically the dung 
and offscouring of all things; yet if you believe on jEsui^ 
Christ, and cry unto him with the fame faith as the expir^ 
ixig thief, <^ Lord, remember tHie, now thou art in thy king* 
dom ;" I will pawn my eternal falvatlon upon it, if he does 
not fiiortly trandate you to his heavenly paradife. Wonder 
not at my fpeaking with fo much afiurance : For I know " it 
is a faithful and true faying, and Worthy of all acceptation^ 
that Jesus Christ came into the world to fave (all truly af- 
fected and believing) finners : Nay, fo great is his love, that 
I am perfuaded, was it neccffary, he Would come again into 
the world, and die a fecond time for them on the crofs. But^ 
fVittkd be God, when our Lord bowed down his herid, and 
gave up the ghoft, o\it redemption was 'fini{hed. It is not 
our fins, but our want of a lively faith in his bloody that will 
prove our condemnation : if you draw iie^r to him by faith, 
though ye are the worft of finners, yet he will ftot fay unto 
you, " Verily I know you not/* No, a door of njercy (hall 
be opened to you. Look then, look then, by an eye of faith, 
to that GoD-man whom ye have pierced: Behold him bleed- 
ing, panting, dying upon the crofs, with arms ftretQJbed out 
tcady to embrace you all. Hark ! how he groans ! See how 
all nature is in an agony ! The rocks rend, the graves open ; 
the full withdraws its light, aflxamed as it were to fee the God 
of nature fufFer ; and all this to uflier in man's great redemp- 
tions Nay, the Holy Jesus, in the very agonies and pangs 
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of death, prays Tor his very murderers ; ** Father, ftrgive thesi 
for they know not what they do/' If tbep |fou have crucified 
the Son of GoD afrefli, and put him to i^) open Ihame, yet do 
not defpair, only believe, and evep tl\is fliall be forgivco. 
You have read^ at lead you have heard,. no doubt, bmp 
three thoufand were converted at St. Pittr\ preaching one 
fingle fermon, after our Lord's afcenfion into hcgvcii; and 
many of the crucifiers of the Lord of glor]{ undoubtedly were 
amongft them \ and why fliould you de(j^ir ? For **. Jssus 
Christ is the fame yefterday, to-day,/*and /or ever/'. The 
Holy Ghoft fliall be fent down on yog, as well as on |]^, 
if you do but believe \ for Christ afceoded up on high jto re- 
ceive this gift even for the vileft of men. Come then,, all 
ye that are weary and heavy laden with the fenfe of your fins, 
lay hold on Christ by faith, aod he will give you reft ; for 
falvation is the free gift of God to all them that believe. And 
though you may think this too good news to be true, yet } 
ifpcak the truth in Christ, I lie not, (his is the gofpe], this 
IS the glad tidings which we are commiffioi|e(^ to pleach to 
every creature. Be not faithlefs then, but beUeving* Let not 
the devil lead you captive at his will any longer i for. all |be 
wages he gives his fervants is death, death often in thjs life, 
death everlafting in the next : But the free gift of God, is 
eternal life to all that believe in Jesus Christ. Ph^rifces 
are and will be oiFended at my coming here, and o|Feringj:ou 
falvation on fuch cheap terms ; but the more they bid me hold 
my peace, the more will I cry out and pro^laigi to convided 
finners, that Jesus, David^s Son according to the fleih, but 
David*% Lord^ as he was God, will have mercy upon all that 
by a living faith truly turn to him. If this is to be vile, I 
pray God, I may be more vile. If they will not let me preacH 
Christ crucified, and offer falvation to poor finners in a 
church, I will preach him in the lanes, ftreets, highways an4 
"hedges ; and nothing pleafes me better, than to think I am 
now in one of the devils ftrongeft holds. Surely, the Lord 
has not fent me and all you hither for nothing ; no, bleflsd 
be God, the fi^flds are white ready unto harveft, and many 
fouls I hope will be gathered into his heavenly garner. It ii 
true, it is the midnight of the church, efpecially the poor 
church Qi England \ but God has lately fent forth bis fervants 
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MUfcty^ ** Behold the brideghxnh comcth :** I Befe^b you, 
O finners, hearken unto the voice I Let me efpoufe you by 
ftitb to fny dear mafter ; and henceforward ^* watch and pray," 
that yoii may bt ready to go forth to meet him. 

Sicondlyy I would apply myfelf to thofc amongft you, that 
are not dj^enly profane, but by depending on a formal round 
of duftlbs,l]eceiv^ ydUr 6wri*fou!«, and arc only foolilh virgins. 
Bat r fhuft fpeak to iJrouV conviAlbn, i-ather than your com* 
fort. ^My 'dear brethren, do not deceive your own fouls. You 
have heard how fit tb€ foblifli vtrgitfs weht, and yet were 
anfwtred with ** Varily I know you not :'* The reafon is; 
becaibfe^- norie but 'ftfch Who have a living faith in Jesus 
Caiit^t, aild arc triify borh again, cap poffibly. enter into 
the kingdom of be^Veit'. You may; perhaps, live honed and 
outwardly moral iives^' but if you depend on that morality, 
pr join your ^brks*^ with your faith, in order to juftify you 
before God, you haVa holot of (hare in Christ's redemp* 
tion : For what is thii hut to deny the Lord that has bought 
you? What is this' but' fnakihgyoiirfelves your own Savi- 
ours? taking thecrowh from j£lst>s 'Christ, and putting 
it oil yobf 0^^if heads? The crime of the devil, fome have 
itippofed, confided ill thi§, that he 'would hot bow to Jesus 
CHRist, when the Falhec commanded all the angels to wor* 
Slip hrnfi; and what do you lefs? You will not own and 
AibmittohTs righteoufntirs ; and though you pretend to wor- 
Ihip him with your lips, yet your hearts are far from him; 
befidesyoii', inefFc<St, deny the operations of his blefled fpi* 
rit, you mifiake coinmort for e{Fe(3ual grace ; you hope to 
befaved, beeaufe you have good defires, and a few fhort con- 
vidions ; and what is this, biit to give Gob, his word, and 
all his faints, the lie f A Jew^ a Twk^ has equally as good 
grounds whereon to build his hopes of falvation. Need I 
not then to cry but to you, ye foolifli virgins, watch. Beg of 
QoD to convince you of your felf-righteoufnefs, and the fe- 
crct unbelief of your hearts ; or otherwife, whenfoever the 
cry (hall be made, ** Behold the bridegroom cometh," you 
will find yourfelves utterly unprepared to go forth to meet 
him : You may cry ** Lord, Lord j" but the anfwer will 
be, ** Verily, I know you not," 

B b J Thirdly, 



[ 39^ 3 

Thirdfyj r would fpcak a word or two by way of exhorii^ 
tion to thofe who are wife virgins, and are afiurcd that Aej 
have on a wedding -garment. That there are many fuch 
amongft you, who by grace have renounced your own righte* 
oufnefs, and know that the rigbteoufnefs of the Lord Jesus 
is imputed to you, 1 make no doubt, God has his fecret 
ones in the word of times ; and I am perfuaded he has hot let 
fo loud a gofpel cry to be made amongft his people, as of late 
has been heard, for nothing. No, I am confident, the Holy 
Ghoft has been given to many at the preaching of faith, and 
has poworfully fallen upon many, whilft they have been hear** 
tng the word. You are now then no longer fooli(b, but wife 
virgins ; notwithftanding, I befecch you alfo to fuffer tho 
word of exhortation ; for wife virgins are too apt, whilft tho 
bridegroom tarries, to flumbcr and fleep. Watch therefore, 
my dear brethren, watch and pray, at this time efpecxally; 
for perhaps a time of fufFering is at hand. The ark of tlM 
LoRP begins already to be driven into the wildernefs.' Be 
ye therefore upon your watch, and ftill perfevere in fbtlowing 
your Lord, even without the camp, bearing his reproach: 
the cry that has been lately made, has awakened the devil and 
his fervants ; they begin to rage horribly ; and well they may ^ 
for I hope their kingdom is in danger. Watch thereflne, for 
if we are not always upoii our guard, a time of trial may over* 
take us unawares ; and, inftead of owning, like Peter we may 
be tempted to deny our mafter. Set death and eternity often 
before you. Look unto Jesus, the author and finiflier of 
your faith, and confider how little a while it will be, ere he 
comes to judgment J and then our reproach £hall be wiped 
away ; the accufers of us and our brethren fliall be caft down, 
and we all (hall be lodged in heaven for ever, with our dear 
Lord Jesus. 

Lajily ; what I fay unto you, I fay unto all, watch : high 
and low, rich and poor, young and old, one with another, 
I befecch you, by the mercies of Jesus, to be upon your 
guard : fly, fly to Jesus Christ, that heavenly bridegroom : 
behold he defires to take you to himfelf, miferable, poor, 
blind and naked as you are ; he is willing to cloath you with 
his everlafting rigbteoufnefs, and make you partakers of that 
glory, wbich be enjoyed with th^ Father before the world 

began. 
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tgan. Do not turn a deaf ear to me ; do not rcje£i the mef- 
ge on account of the meannefs of the melTenger. I am a 
lild ; but the Lord has chofen me, that the glory might be 
1 ^\s own. Had he fent to invite you by a learned rabbi, 
m might have been tempted to think the man had done 
mething; but now God has fent a child, that the excel* 
ncy of the power may be feen not to be of man, but of God. 
Bt the learned Pharifecs then defpife my youth : I caire not 
)w vile I appear in the fight of fuch men ; I glory i(i it. 
nd I am perfuaded, if any of you fhould be married to 
HRisT by tbk preaching, you will have no reafon to repent, 
ben .you come to heavei^, that God fen| .a c)iild . to cry» 
Behold the bridegroom cometh!" O ! my brethren, the 
ought of being inftrumental in bringing one'of you to glory. 
Is me with frefli zeal. Once more I entreat you, " Watch, 
atch and pray :" For the Lord Jesus will receive all that 
U upon him faithfully. Let that cry, ** Behold the bride- 
oom Cometh," be continually founaing in your ears ; and 
igin now to liv^, as though you were aflured, this night you 
ere to << go forth to m^^et him.^' I could fay more, but 
e other bufinefs and dutlei of the day oblige me to ftop. May 
e Lord give you all an hearing ear, and obedient heart, and 
clofely unite you to himfelf by one fpirit, that when he 
all come in terrible majefty, to judge mankind, you may be 
und having on a wedding garment, and ready to go in witi^ 
m to the marriage. 

Grant this, O Lord, for thy dear Son's fake ! 
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S E R MO N XXVI. 

The Eternity of ttcll-Tormcnts. 



To the INHABITANTS of Savannah in 
Georgia. 

M^ dear FrinidSf 

THOUGH the following fermon has been pmcbed 
elfcwhere, yet as the occafion of mj preaching it 
among you was particular» at you feemed to give an nncom- 
mon attention to it in public^ and afterwards exprefled jm 
fatisfaAion in it to me, when I came to vifit you in your 
own houfes, I thought proper to oflfer it to you. 

And here I cannot bat Uefs God for the general diflike 
of heretical principles that I have found among you ; as alfo 
for your zeal and approbation of my condu&, wlien the glory 
of God and your welfare, have obliged me to relent and pub- 
licly declare againft the antichriftian tenets of feme lately 
under my charge. 

I need only exhort you to beg of God to give you a true 
faith) and to add to your faith virtue, that you may adorn die 
gofpel of our Lord Jesus Christ in all things. 

Your conftant daily attendance upon public worlhip, the 
gladnefs wherewith you have received me into your hoofe, 
the miidnefs wherewith you have fubmitted to my icpraofi^ 
more efpecially the great (though unmerited) concern |oa 
Ihewed at my departure, induce me to hope thia will be ywt 
endeavour. 

How long God of his good providence will keep mt from 
YOU) I know not. However, you may afTuie yoorfelfO I 
will return according to my promife, as foon as I hare re- 
ceived 
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ceived impofition of hands^ and compleated the other bufiners 
that called mc hither. 

In the mean while, accept of this, as a pledge of the un« 
difiembled 16ve of 

Your aiFe£lionate though unworthy paftor, 
London^ 
1738. 

GioRGfi Whitifislo. 



Matthew XXV. 46. 
^befejhall go away into everlafting pnnijfimni. 

THE excellency of the gofpel difpenfatlon, is greatly evi- 
denced by thofe fan£Hons of rewards an«l puniflunents, 
v^hich it oiFers to the choice of all its hearers^ in order to 
engage them to be obedient to its precepts. For it promifes 
jho lefs than eternal happinefs to the good, and demunces no 
(lighter a punifhmeht than everlafting mifery againft the 
wicked : On the one hand, << It is a favour of life unto life," 
on the other, " A favour of death unto death." And though 
dne would imagine, the bare mentioning of the former would 
be fufficient to draw men to their duty, yet minifters in all 
ages have found it necefTary, frequently to remind their peo- 
ple of the latter, and to fet before them the terrors of the 
Lord, as fo many powerful diiTuafives from fin. 

But whence is it that men are fo difingenuous ? The rea- 
fon feems t6 be' this : The promife of eternal happinefs is fo. 
agreeable to the inclinations and wifhes of mankind, that all 
who call themfelves chriftians, univerfally and willingly fub« 
fcribe to the belief of it : but then there is fomething fo fliock- 
jng in the confideration of eternal torments^ and feemingly 
fuch an infinite difproportion between an endlefs duration of 
pain, and a {hort life fpent in pleafure, that men (fome at leaft 
of them) can fcarcely be brought to confefs it as an article of 
their faith, that an eternity of mifery awaits the wicked in a 
future ftate, 

I fliall 
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I ihal! therefore ;it this time, beg le^ve tp infift on the proof 
of this part of one of the Articles of our Creed -, and endea-* 
vour to make good what our blefD^d Lorp has here threatened 
in the words of the text; «* Thefc (that is, the wicked) jhall 
go away into everlafting punifhment." 

Accordingly, without cpnfidering the words as they ftand 
in relation to the context, I fhall refolve all I have to fay, 
into this one general propofition, << That the torments re- 
ferved for the wicked hereafter, are eternal." 

But before I proceed to make good this, I muft inform yott 
that I take it for granted. 

All prefent do ftedfaiUy believe. They have fomething 
within them, which we call a foul, and which is capable of 
furviving the diflfolution of the body, and of being miferablc 
or happy to all eternity. 

I take it for granted farther. That you believe a divine 
revelation ; that thofe books, emphatically called the Scrip* 
tures, were written by the infpiration of God» and that the 
things therein contained, are founded upon eternal truth. 

I take if for granted. That you believe, that the Son of^ 
God came down to die'for finners } and that there is but one 
Mediator between Goi> and man, even the joian Christ 
Jesus. 

Thefc things being granted, (and they were, neceflary to be, 
premifed) proceed we now to make good the one general pro- 
pofition aflcrtcd in the text. That the torments referved for 
the wicked hereafter are eternal. *' Thefe iball go away 
into everlafting punilhrnent/' The 

Firji argument I (hall advance to prove that the tormeats 
referved for the wicked hereafter, are eternal, is. That the 
word of God himfelf aflurcs us^ in line upon line, that it wiU 
be fo. 

To quote all the texts that might be produced io pcoof of 
this, would be endlefs. t^et it fufHce to inftance only in a 
few. In the Old Teftament, in the book o( Daniel^ chap. xii»^^ 
ver. 2. we are told, that ^^ fome fhall awake to everlafting 
life, and others to everlafting contempt."' In the book of 
ffaiahy it is faid, that << the worm of thofe that have traaf*. 
grefiibd God's law, and die impenitently, (hall not die, nor. 
(heir fire be quenched/' And in another place^ the holy 

Prdphet^ 
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Prophet/ ftruck, no doubt, with aftonifhm^nt and horror 
at the profpedl of the continuance of the torments of the 
damned, breaks out into this moving expoftulation, <^ Who 
cajp dwell with everlafting burnings ? " 

The New Tfftameni? is iWl fuller as to this point, it being 
a revelation which brought this and fuch-like particulars to a 
clear light. The Apoftle ^ui^ tells us of the profane dc- 
fpifers of dignities in bis days, that ^^ for them was referved 
.the blacknefs of darknefs for ever." And in the book of the 
HevelaiwHSj it is written, that *' the fmoke of the torments 
of the wicked afcendeth for ever and ever." And if we be- 
lieve the witnefs of men infpired, the witnefs of the Son of 
God, who had the Spirit given him, as Mediator, without 
meafure, is ftill far greater": and in St. Mark's gofpel. He 
repeats this folemn declaration three feveral times, ** It is 
better for thee to enter into life maiq:)ed ;" that is, it is better 
to forego the gratification of thy luft, or incur the difplcafure 
^f a friend, which may be as dear to thee as a hand, or as 
ufeful as a foot, ^^ than having two hands and feet, (that is, 
for indulging the one, or difobeying God to oblige the other) 
to be caft into hell, where the worm dieth not, and the fire is 
pot quenched," 

And here again, in the words of the text, *' Thcfe (the 
wicked) (hall go away into everlafting puniflinient." 

I know it has been objefled by fome who have denied the 
eternity of hell-tormcnts. That the words everlafting and ever 
and ever^ are often ufed in the Holy Scriptures, (efpecially ii| 
the Old Teftament) when they fignify not an endlefs dura> 
(ion, but a limited term of time. 

And this we readily grant : but then we reply. That when 
the words are ufed with this limitation, they either manifeftiy 
appear to be ufed fo from the conteia ; or are put in oppofi-^ 
tioo to occafional types which God gave his people on ferns 
fpecial occafions, as when it is faid, <' It (ball be a perpetual 
or everlafting ftatute,*' or, <* a ftatute for ever ;" that is, a 
landing type, and not merely tranfient or occafion^, as was 
the pillar of cloud, the manna, and fuch-like. Or, laftly, 
they have a relation to that covenant, God made with his 
/piritually Z/ra^/} which, if underftopd in a fpiritual fentci, 
^ Will 
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will be everlaftin^, tbougfi the ceremoAial diTpenratiofi lie 
abolifhed. 

BefTdcs, it ought to be obfervcd, that fome oF the pafliges 
juft now referred to, have neither of thefe words fo much as 
mentioned in them, and cannot poffibly be interpreted, (o as 
to dienoce only a limited term of years. 

But let that be as it will, it is evident even to a demonSrt* 
tton, that' the wbrds of the text will not admit of fuch a re- 
ftrained fignification, as appears from their being dire£Uy op- 
pofed to the words immediately following, ^* T*hat the righte- 
ous (hall go into life eternal/' From which wbrds, all are 
ready to grant, that the life promifed to the righteous will be 
etemah And why the puniOiment threa^eneid to the wfcked 
Ibould not be underftood to be eternal likewife, when the very 
fanfie'word in the original, is ufed to exprefs the duration of 
each, no (hadow of a reafon can be given, 

Biit, Secondly, There cannot be one ar-gument'urgefl, why 
God (houfd reward his faints with everlaflihg faappintftf, 
which will not equally prove that he ought to punifli 'fiiioers 
^ith eternal mifery. ' " 

For, fince we know nothing (at leaft for a ccrtairtty) how 
he will deal with either,^^,but by a Divine Revelation ; and 
finite, as was proved by t)ie foregoing argument, he Katb m 
pofitively threatened et^ally to' punifli the wi(5ked, as to re- 
ward the good ; it follows, that his truth will be as much iih- 
peached and called in qoeftion, did he not inili(^ his pudiih- 
ments, as it would 'be, if he did not confer bis riewards. 

To this alfo it, has been objeded. That though God il 
obliged by promife to give his rewards, yet his veracity' could 
not be called in queftion, fuppofing he (hould not execute 
his threatcnings, as he a£hially did'not infthe cafe otNiniVih\ 
which God cxprefsly declared by His Prophet jMihj «* ftould 
be deftroyed in forty d^ys :'' notwidifbrtiding the ftquel of 
the fiory informs us, ihzx: Nimveh v^ fpared. ' ' 

But in anfwer tor 'this objeiftioff TPi^e ^Mi'm, tb^t God's 
threatcnings, as well as prqmifes, are without repentance; 
iind for this reafon, becaufe they 'sire both founded on the 
eternal laws of right reafon. Accordingly we always find, 
tH at where the conditions were not performed, on the non- 
pe»rformance of which the threatcnings were denounced, God 

always 
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id ways executed the punKboKpnt thr^tened. The idnVing 
Adam out of E Jen, the defirudlion of the old world by a de- 
lugi^ of wnter, and the pycj^tYirayf^ of ^§odqm and Gcmarraby are» 
and will be always fp many ftanding monuments of Go0\* 
executing his threatenings when denounced, though to our 
weak apprehenfions, the pui^i(hinenc inay feem far to exceed 
th? crime. ^ , . , 

It is true, God did fpare Nineveh^ and^that l}ecau(e the in^ 
habitants did adually repent, and therefore performed the con- 
ditions upon which it was fuppofed, by. the Prophet's being 
fent to warn them, the threatened punifhm'ent fhould be 
withheld. ^^» 

And fo in refpeil to gofpel threatenings.. If men will fo 
far confult their own welfare, as to comply with the gofpel., 
God certainly will not puniih them, but on the contrary^ 
confer upon them his rewards. But to a£rm that he will 
not puni(b, and that eternally to, impenitent, obftinate fin* 
fierS) according as he hath threatened ; what is it, in efFe£l, 
bmt to make God like ^ man, that lie (hould lie, or the fon 
pf^ msm^ that he fhpuld repent ? 

But the abfurdity of fuch an opinion will appear ftill mo;d 
evident from 

The Third argument I fliall offer to. prove, that the tor- 
ments referved for the. wicked hereafter are eternal. From ti^ 
pature of the chriftian covenant. 

And here I muft again obferve, that it was taken for granted 
at the beginning of this difcourfe, that you believe th^ Son of* 
GlOD came down to fave (inners ; and that there is but one 
Mediator between God and man, even the man Christ 

jESlfS. 

And here I take it for granted farther, (unlefs you believe 
the al^furd and unwarrantable do^rine of purgatory) /that you 
4re fully p^cfuaded^ this, life is the only time allotted by AU 
mighty God for wo;;|cing out our fa^lyatlon, and that after 4 
few years are pai](^ byery there will i;emain no more facrif.ce 
for fin. 

. And if this b^ granted (and, who dar^s deny it ?) it follows, 

that if a wicked man dieth in his wickednefs, and under the 

wrath of God, he muft continue in that ftate to all eternity. 

i For, 
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For, fmcc there is no poflH>i1ity of their being delivered out'of 
(uch a condition, but by and through Christ ; and fince, at 
the hour of death, the time of Christ's mediation and in- 
terceffion for him is irrecoverably gone ; the fame reafon that 
may be given, why God (hould punifh a (inner that dfcth 
under the guilt of his fms for a fingle day, will equally hold 
good, why he (hould continue to punifh him for a year, an 
age, nay to all eternity. 

Bat I haften to the Fourth and laft argument, to prore, 
That the torments referved for the wicked hereafter are eter- 
nal, Becaufe the devil's punilhment is to be fo. 

That there is fuch a being whom we call the devil ; that 
he was once an angel of light, but for his pride and rebeflion 
againft God, was caft down from heaven, and is now per- 
mitted, with the reft of the fpiritual wickednefles, to wailk to 
and fro, feeking whom they may devour; that there is a place 
of torment referved for them, or, to ufe the Apoftle's word?, 
•• That they are referved in everlafting chains under Sarknefe 
unto the judgment of the great day \* are truths all here j^c- 
fcnt were fuppofed to be convinced of, at the beginning of this 
difcourfe, you believing the Holy Scriptures to bfe urirten by 
the infpiration of God, wherein thefe truths are delivered. 

But then if we allow all this, and think it no ipjuftice in 
God to punifh thofe once glorious fpirits for their rebellion j 
how can we think it unjuft irr him, to punifli wicked men for 
their impenitency to all eternity ? 

You will fayj perhaps, that they have finned againft greater 
light, and therefore deferve a greater punifhment. And ^o wc 
grant that the punifhment of the fallen angels may be greater 
as to degree, than that of wicked men ; but then We affirni) 
it will be equal as to the eternal duratbn of it : for in that 
day, as the lively oracles df God inform us, (hall the Son of 
Man fay to them on his left hand, *• Depart from me, ye 
curfed, itlto everlafting flrcj prepared for the devil and hi5 
angels.** Where wc find that impenitent linners are to be 
caft into the fame everlafting fire, with the devil and his an- 
gels ; and that too very juftly. For thongh they may have 
finned againft greater light, yet chriftians fin againft greater 
mercy. Since Christ took not hold of, did riot die for, the 
I fallca 
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fallen angels, but for men and for our falvation. So that !f 
God fpared not thofe excellent beings^ affure thyfelf, O ob« 
ftinate finner, whoever thou art, he will by ho ikieans fpare 
thcfc. 

From what then has been hid it plainly appears, tha^t 
verily the torments referved for the wicked hereafter, are 
eternal. And if fo, brethren, how ought we to fly to Jesus 
Christ for refuge ; how holy oiight we to be in all manner 
of conrcrfation and godlinefs, that we may be accounted 
worthy to efcape this wrath to come ! 

But before I proceed to a practical exhortation, permit me 
to draw an inference or two from what has been faid. 

And /Sr/?, If the torments referved for the wicked here- 
after are eternal, what ihaH we fay to thofe, who make an open 
profeffion in their creed to believe a life ^verlafting, a life of 
mifery as well as happinefs, and yet dare to live in the adlual 
commiffion of thofe fins which will unavoidably, without re-^ 
pentance, bring them into that place of torment ? Thou be- 
lieveft that the puni(hments of the impenicently wicked in ano-> 
ther life, are eternal : *' Thou doft well, the devUs alfo believe 
and tremble." But know, O vain man, unlefs this belief 
doth influence thy praftice, and makes thee bid adieu to thy 
fms, every time thou repeateft thy creed^ thou doeft in eflFedl 
fay, I believe I (hall be undone for ever. 

But, SeciruHy^ If the torments referved for the wicked here* 
sfter are eternal, then let this ferve as a caution to fuch per* 
fons, (and it is to be feared there are fome fuch) who go about 
to difluade others from the belief of fuch an important truth : 
•There being no furer way, in all probability, to encourage 
and promote infidelity and prophanenefs, than the broaching 
or maintaining fo unwarrantable a dodlrine. For if the po- 
fitifc threats of God concerning the eternity of hell-torments, 
are already found infufficienc to deter men from fin, what a 
higher pitch of wickcdnels may we imagine they will quickly 
arrive at, when they are taught to entertain any hopes of a 
future recovery out of them ; pr, what is ftill worfe, that their 
fouls ate hereafteiT' to be- annihilated, and become like the 
beafts that perifh I But wo unto fuch blind leaders of the 
blinds No wonder if they both f^H into the ditch. And let 

fiich 
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fucb corrupters of God*» word knowi that I tf&iff unto every 
mah ^ac beareth me this dayv " Thai \( mf one (hall add 
ukito, or take awtf from the words tliat aife >/^ritteh ia the 
book of GoDy God (hall- take "his part out of the book of 
life^ and ihall add unto hinHil the plagues thiat ar^in dtat 
book.'* 

Thirdly and Laftfyi If the torments referred for th^ wicked 
hereafter arc eternal, then this may ferve as a reproof for thofe 
who quarrel with God, and fay it is inconfiftent with his 
juftice, to punifli a perfon to all elemityV only for cngoyiog 
the pleafures of fin for a feafon. But fuch perfond mtift be 
told, that it is not their thinking or calling OoD iinjaft, will 
make him fo, no more than a condemned -prifoner^s faying 
the law or judge is unjuft, will render either duly chargeable 
with fuch an imputation. But knoweft thou, O worm» 
what blafphemy thou art guilty of, in charging CroD Whh in- 
juftice i ^* Shall the thing formed fay lo him diat fannod it, 
why baft thou made me thus?" Wilt thoii-]prefiuw^ to ar- 
raign the Almighty at the bar of diy fliaHow reftlooing i 
and call him unjuft, for punifliing thee eternally, only 'liecattfe 
thou wiihcft it may not be fo ? But hath Goo AM it,' and 
fliall he not do it i He hath faid it : and let God be-true^ 
though every nun be a liar. ** Shall not the judge of all the 
earth do right r' AlTuredly he will. And if- finnert will not 
own his juftice in his threatenings heie, they wQI bccom* 
ptUcd ere long to own and feel them, when ttmcsted by 
him herratter. 

But to come to a moic praAical applicadoo of what has 
been delivered. 

You ba\c beard, breihren, the eternity of hcH'-tormetttf 
pUinly proved* from the express doclarations of holy forip* 
turcs, and cosiiequesaces aacuraltv drawn frooi them. And 
new there ttcssn »> oe^i no great art of rhetoric to perfoade 
4:^y ua^kxil jxdiag pnK^a to avQ>d and abhor thofe fins, which 
wuho4i£ it^neataace wii) crroiiilT plw^hsm iatolhis eternal 
j^u!r^i. TsK* oiipK>pMt^dn ki wc tii the pSraitfrr Mri the pain 
^4 ::^c2f hr aa% sjo£4%j<^ ia is^ is K> ir&oHciT great, that 
U4^^(^r.r^ :t was £>r«:y p;>niik'« cbMigh i^gt ceftuc, that the 
ui^i.?, *\Vi l<evrJiite^» p«LAuhoi, i«> otae thxr has the 
it>u%^\ .^; £ s:^ -*« f^-^ tj;c cr;< v-s^ a I^tdc aLomc a tarr pJeafure, 
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wouM^ dlie might inu^e^ run the (las^^ of enduring etcN 
Dal pain. fiv|t fince the tormenti of tjie daq^ied are not onl/ 
{K>ffib)e^ but certain, (finge GoD himrelf^ who cannot lie^ 
bft4 told us £)} for men, notwitt^ijanding^ to pecfift in their 
difobcdicnce, and then flatter themfelves, that God will not 
make good, his tbreatenings, it a ^moft egregious inftance of 
foUy and prefu^ptipn. 

Dive4 himfelf fuppofed, that if one rofe from the dead, his 
brethreti would amend their lives ; but Chriflians, it feemt^ 
will not repent, though the Son of God diedTand rofe againy 
and told dicm what they muit cxpt&f if they continue obfii« 
sate in e?i}rdoipg. 

''' Would f^^, now ;ind then draw off our thoughts from fen«- 
fibl? obje&s, and by faith- meditatq a while on the miferies pf 
the (|^aui,ed, I, doubt not but we (hould, as it were, hear 
mi;^(iy^ an. unhappy (buL venting his fruitlefs forrows, in ibme 
fttpb,|fitt^itf moans, as thefe* 

f^ p ^wret^bed man that I am, who Iball deliver me from 
tl^,jbpdy of ideath I'*. Q fooliOi mortal that I was, thus to 
W^S myfiftf iop thefe never- ceafing tortures, for the tranfi«* 
tory enjoyment of a few fliort-lived pleafures, which fcarcely 
afforded me i|ny (atisfa£lion, even when I moft indulged my^ 
felf iatjiem. Alas I are thefe the wages, thefe the eWeSt9 of 
fin i . Are al} tb^, grand deceiver's inviting promifes come td 
this?; Q4wn^vHK>ilat<; i Ftrft to delude me with pre-* 
tended promifes of happinef?, and after feveral years drudgery 
ia bis ((tyicp9 thus to involve me in eternal woe. O that I 
had never hearkened to his beguiling inilnuations ! O that I 
bad.fl^cfied bis very iirfl fuggeftipns with the utmoftdetefta^ 
tu>naod, abhorrence 1 O that I had taken up my crofs and 
foliated Christ ! O Ihat I bad. never ridiculed ferious god-* 
linefs ; and out of a fiUfe politeoefs, condemned the truly 
pious as too fevcre, entbufiaftic, or fuperftitious f For I then 
iiad been happy indeed, happy beyond expreffion, happy to all 
eternity, yonder in thoft blefled regions where they fit^ 
^loathed with unfpeakable glory, and chanting forth their fe* 
rapbic hallelttjabs to the Lamb that litteth upon the throne for 
e¥£r« But, alas } tbefe refiedions come now too late : thefe 
wSl^es now are vain and fruitlefs« I have not fuffered, and 
therefiire muft not reign with them« I have in eSedt denied 
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the Lord that bought me, and therefore juftljr dm*I n6t;tr de- 
nied by him. But muft I live for ever tormented iti^ thefe 
fiames ? Muft this body of mine, which not long fmce lay 
in fikte, was cloath^d in purple and fine linen, and fared 
iumptuoufly every day, muft it be here eternally confined, and 
made the mockery of infulting devils ? O eternity ! that 
thought fills me with defpair : I muft be mtferable for ever." 
• Come thien, all ye felf-deludihg, felf-deluded finners, and 
iinaghie yourfelves for once in the place of that truly wretched 
man I have been here dcfcribing. Think, I befeech you by 
the mercies of God iii Christ j£su8, think with yourfelves, 
how racking, how unfupportable the never-dying worm of a 
felf- condemning Confciehce will hereafter be to you. Think 
how ifnpoffible it will be for you to dwell with everlafting 
burnings. 

Come, all ye chriftians of a lukewarm, Laodicean fpirit, ye 
Galliots in religion, who care a little, but not cnotigl^for the 
things of God 5 O think, think with yourfelves^ how deplor- 
able it will be to lofe the enjoyment of heaven, and hiri into 
cndlefs torments, merely bccaufc you wfll be content to be 
*almoft^ and will not ftrive to be altogether chriftians. Con* 
iider, I befeech you cpnfider, how you will rave and corfe 
that fatal ftupidity which made you believe any thing lefs 
than true faith in Jesus, produdive of a life of ftrift piety, 
•felf- denial, and mortification, can keep you from thofe tor- 
ments, the eternity of which I have been endeavourmg to 
prove. 

But I can no more. Thefe thoughts are too melancholy 
for me to dwell on, as well as for you to hear; and God 
knows, as punifhing is his ftrange work, fo denotincing his 
threatenings is mine. But if the bare mentioning the tor- 
ments of the damned is fo (hocking, how t^rible muft the 
enduring of them be ! 

And now, are not fome of you ready to cry out, " Thcfe 
are hard fayings, who can bear them V* 

But let not fmcere chriftians be in the leaft terrified at what 
has been delivered : No, for you is referved a crown, a king- 
dom, an eternal and exceeding weight of glory. Christ 
never faid that the righteous, the believing, the upright, the 
fmcere^ but the wicked^ merciief$, negatively good profeffors 
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before defcrib^d, (hall go intd evcrlafting puniflbmpnt. For 
you, who love him in fincerity, a new and Jiving way is laid 
open into the Holy of Holie? by the blood of Jesus Chris'^ : 
and an abundant entrance will^ be adminifiered unto you^ at 
the great day of accourtt, into it^rnal life. Take heed, there- 
fore, and beware that ^hcre be not in any of you a root of 
bitternefs fpringing up of unbelief : but on the contrary, fted- 
faftly and heartily rejy on the itiany precious promifes reached 
out to you in the gofpel, knowing that he who hath promifed 
is faithful, and therefore will perform. 

But let no obftinately wicked profefljbrs dare to apply any 
of the divine promifes to themfelves : '' For it is not meet to 
take the childi-ens ttieat and give it unto dogs :" No, to fuch 
the. terrors of the Lord only belong. And as certainly as 
Christ will fay to his true followers, " Come, ye bleffed 
children of my Father, receive the kingdom prepared for you 
from the beginning of the world i** fo he will unalterably pro- 
nounce this dreadful fentence againft all that die in their fins, 
** Depart from me, ye curfed^ into everlafting fire, prepared 
for the dev^l and his angels." . 

From which unhappy ftate, may God of his infinite mercy 
deliver us all through Jesus Christ i to whom, with the« 
O Father, andthee O Holy Ghoft, three Perfons and one 
eternal Gop, be afcribed, as is moft due, all honourj power, 
might) majeftyj and dominion, now and for evermore* 
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SERMON XX Vn. 

BVinU Bartimeiif. 

I - " - •' -' *-- "■ -* f - ' -" '*T ' -I ' *"- 

• ^, ' • : ■*. 

^ M A It K X. <2. 

'And jMVB/aid unto him. Go ihy s/p^ y Jbf faiik i^k 
made ibu whole. And immediaiefy be receivei bisjgbt^ 
and foUofved ]zsvs in 4bef»ay* f 

*t T T^EN the apoftic Petir was recommeiid^g JtsifS <A 
W Natareth^ in tjnc of his fermbns to the '^/nv/'^hf 
give )iii9 a fliort, but withal a glortotii anH cxaiiifid 4sMri6krl? 
«« Tfiat he went about doing good.'* He went ate«r>'1te4bB^ 
occafions of doing good ; it was his meat asd driftk^tto dbtbe 
^^irlts of him that fent him, whSfft th^ day af ^is^tfUiiiWit- 
ininiftration' lafted . Juffly was he fttled hf fl)e pt^et, the 
fun of righteoufnefs. For, as the fun in tht mtttr^ fiHrianent 
diffiifes his quickening and revivitig beams thrMgh ttte mi^ 
ierfe, fO| wherever this fun of righteeufitefs, the bteftd jBSue 
arolb^ he arofe with healing under hts wings. He wlu indeed 
a prophet Kke unto Mcfes^ and proved that he was the Mcfiah 
which was to come into tht world, by the miracles which be 
wrought; though with this material difference, the miiactes of 
MofiSy agreeable to the Old Teftament difpenfation, were mi** 
racles of judgment; the miracles of Jesus, who came to bear 
our fickneiles and heal our infirmities, were miracles of mercfi 
and were wrought, not <mly for the cure of people's bodies, 
but alfo for the converfion of their preciotis and immortal (bub. 
Sometimes, one and the fame perfon was the fubjcfi of bocb 
thefe mercies. A glorious proof of this, we have in the mK* 
raculous cure wrought upon a poor blind beggar, named Bar' 
timeus^ who is to be the fubjeft of the foUowing difcourfe, and 
to whom the words of the text refer* <^ Jssus faid unt^bim. 

Go 
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Go thy way, thy faith hath made thee whole. ^ And Imme« 
diately he received bis fight, and followed Jfisus ia the' 
way.** 

My defigd ia, JPir^, 16 makd^ fome (;|)/^vatlans on tbe^aat- 
tcr of h&y as recorded by the evangelifts. And then. 

Secondly^ To point Qut the inproy^rnt that may be made 

thereof. May Jesus fo Weft this following difcourfe, that 

every fpiritually, blind hcfirsriimay repcivc his fight, and, after 

the example of Bartimeus, " foHow Jesus in the way !'* 

* f • . 
If we would take a view rf the whole ftory, we muft go 

tick to the i^h vcrie of this chapter. " And they (our 

LoRl> and'-hi^ diiciples^ iriho^ w^find by the context^ bad 

been ^nverfing together) ^^ame to Jirkhej* a pWe ^y^ied 

by Jojhua to the curfe of God i and yet, even this place yields 

conrerls to Jcsua.) Zaccbeus h^d bee^ called th^ere formerly f 

a<td B0rtfmim^ as we ib^U hear by-and-by, in all probability, 

r'wmx^)fii'MW* Fqr^fpia€£ood,m^y,co9ieeyen out of ^^. 

%mrak CiiKiiSTehip^^f was horn nhere, and his fovereign 

grace can^TMch i^pd^qvercome the worft of people, in the very 

worftef 4>lai!ev^ ^^^W qfme to Jnicbo. Let not his minjif* 

CBf8»,if proyiileHQB points put their way, {bun going tofeeqjif- 

aogly chpMnn^ unlikely pUces to do good, fpme cl)ofen veffids 

tni^ be 'ibfMJii. JjEsya and bis difciples caipe to JcrUbo. 

Tbejr yi^f itinirants i and, as I have, frequently pbreryed^ 

^ feldom Jbayed long in a place; not that this is any argument 

aglinfi the ftated Settlement of particular paftors over particu* 

lar^parilhes. But however, our l4o;Eto|s pratSticeji in this re« 

fped, gives a kind of .a iafi£lioo to itinerant preaching, w)ieA 

perfons are properly called to, and qualified . for, fuch jm 

employ. And I believe we n^ay venture to ^flElrm (though 

we would by no means pi;sfcri^. or. dji^ate to the Holy One 

of Ifr^et) that, wheqever there iball be a general revival of 

feligioo- in any countryt itinerant preaching will be more in 

vogtt<}. And it is to be feared, that thofe whp condemn it 

now, merely on account of the meann^s of its.jippear^ces, 

would have joined with the^ felf-rigbteous Scribes and Phari* 

iees, in condemning even the Son of GoP himfelf^ for fuch 

apraiftice. 
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•< And as he went out of Jericho with his difciples, and i 
great number of peoplcjj" Cyh^tKAv^ a great number of mob> 
or rabble, as the High-pricfts of that generation termed them: 
for thefe were the conftant followers of Jesus of Nazareth; 
it wtis the poor that received his gofpel, the common plcoplc 
heard him gladly, and followed him from place to place. Not 
that all who followed him, were his true difciplcs. No, fomc 
Cplloyirefl him only for his loaves, others out of curiofity; 
though fome undoubtedly followed to hear, and be edified by 
the gracious words that proceeded out of hit ipouth. Jesus 
knew this, and was alfo fcnfible how difplcafing this crowding 
after him was to fome of tht! rulers of the' yewijh church, 
«rho, upon every occafion, were ready to fay, " Have any of 
the Scribes and Pharifeej believed on hiWi ?" But, notwith- 
ftanding, I do not hear of our blefled Lord*s fending them 
home but once J and that was, after they had been with him 
three days, and had nothing left to eat, he faw they were as 
• iheep having no fhepherd, and therefore had compaffion on 
-|hem, and taught them. A.fufficient warrant this' for gofpel- 
minifters to preach to poor fouls that follow to hear the word, 
whatever principle their coming may proceed from. At the 
fame time, they fhould caution people againft thinking them- 
felves chriftians, becaufe they follow Christ's minifters.. This 
our Lord frequently did. For there arc many that followed 
Jesus, and now follow his minifters, and hear them gladly; 
nay, perhaps do many things, as Herod did, Who^ it is to be 
feartd, will never follow them into the kingdom of heaven. 
Much people followed Jesus out of Jericho^ but how many 
of them were offended in him; and afterwards, it may be, 
icried out, *^ Crucify him, crucify him." Who would depend 
on popularity ? It is like the moriiing cloud, or early dew, 
that paffeth away. But what a prefs, and feemingty continued 
hurry of buGnefs did the blefied Jesus live in ! he could not 
be hid; go where he would, much people followed him. He 
had fcarce time to eat bread. Happy is it for fuch who arc 
called to a<^ in a public ftation in the church» and to be more 
abundant in labours, that their Jesus has trodden in this dan- 
gerous path before them. Popularity is a fiery furnace, and 
no one, but he who kept the three children amidft Nelucbai- 
pezzar's flames, can prelerve popular minifters from being hurt 
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by it., fiut we can do all things throu'gh Christ (Irengthen* 
ing us. And I have often thought, that there is one confi- 
deration fufficient.to extinguifli, or moderate at leafl-, any- 
excefs of joy and felf- complacence, which the moft popular 
preacher may feel, when followed even by the grcateft multi- 
tudes ; and that is this, *^ How many oJF thefe hearers will go 
^' away, without receiving any faving benefit by my preach- 
*' ingi nay, how many, it may be, will only have rheiF dam^-^ 
*^ nation increafed by it I" As we find many will fay at the 
great day, '* haft thou not taught in our ftreets ;*' to whom 
Jesus fhall anfwer, '* Verily, 1 know you -not." 

But to proceed, '• As our Lord went put of Jericho with 
bis difciplcs, and a great number of people, blind Bartimeus^ 
(the fon of Timeus) fat by the highway-fide begging.'* It 
fliould feem that he was.a noted, though by no nrieans whtt 
we commonly call, a fturdy beggar ; having no other wiy\ 
as he had loft his fight, to get his bread ; his cafe was ftilF thfe 
more pitiable, if he was, as fome think the name imports/'the 
blind fon of a blind father. It may be, he begged for his fia^her 
and bimfclf too ; and if fo, then this may give us light ihtb 
that paflage of Matthew xx. 22. where we are toFd, that 
♦'two menfpaketo Jesus." It might be father and fori, 
though only one is mentioned here, becaufe he only followed 
Jesus in the way. Thus that holy, judicious, and praflical 
expofitor of holy writ, Mr. Henry. But however this be, \ie 
is not blamed for begging, neither ftiould we difcommend 
others for fo doing, when providence calls to it. It was the 
iinjuft fteward that faid, " To beg I am afliamed." It is pur 
pride that often makes us unwilling to be beholden; Jesus was 
not thus minded, he lived, as it were, upon alms ; the wonrien 
that followed him, miniftred to him of their fubftance, B^zr- 
iimeusj not being able to dig, begs for his living; and, in 
order to make a better trade of it, fat by the highway -fidd, in 
all probability, without, or near the gate of the city ^ where 
people muft necefTarily pafs in and out. But though he had 
loft his fight, he had his hearing perfe£t; and it ihoiild com- 
fort us, if we have loft one fenfe, that we have the ufe of 
another, and that we are not deprived of the benefit of all. 
Happy was it for Bartimeus that he could hear, though not 
fee. For in all probability, upon hearing the noife and da- 
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tnour of the much (people th^t follpwod after, owr Lqilis hit 
curiofity fee him upon enquiring into the caufe qf it, aod 
fomc one or another told him, " that Jesus of Nazanih .w»8 
paffing by 5" ]%svs 'oi Nazarethy called (p, bccaufc be was 
bred there, or out of contempt j Na%arfth being eitt^r a very 
mean, or very wicked place, or both, which made^.g^ilelcrs 
J^atbanul hy^ ** Can any good come out of Nazareih}** And 
what docs Bartimeus do when he hears of Jesus? We arc 
told, ver. 47; *' And when he ^eard that it was Jesus of 
JiaTUiretbf he began to cry out." This plainly, dcnotot, that 
though the eyes of his body were ftiut, yet the eyes of bii 
mind were, in fome degree, opened, fo that he (ay^^ perhaps, 
[ more than moft of the multitude th^t followed after Jesus; 
for, as foon as he heard of him, be began to.cry out i which 
he would not have dope, had he not heuA of turn before, and 
believ«;d alfo, that he was both able and willing to ^reitore 
fight to the blind. " He began to cry out/' This, ijapli^, 
that he ha4 a deep fehie of his owa iQiiiery« and tfae oed 
which he had of a cure ; his prayers did not freeze as they 
went out of his lips ; he began to cry out, that Jesus might 
hear him, notwithftanding the noife of the throng; and be 
began to cry out, as foon as be heard he was pai&ng by, not 
l^nowing whether he might ever enjoy. fuch sq Opportunity 
any more. <* He began tP cry out, Jesus, thou Son of ZXrvtrf, 
have mercy upon me." The people called him Jesus of 
}fazareth, Bartimeus fliles him, '* Jesus, thou Son of David** 
Thereby evidencing, that he believed him to be. the Meffiah 
who was'^to come into the world, untp.whom the .Lord God 
was to give the throne of his father David^ and of whofe 
kingdom there was to be no end. ** Jesus, diou Son of 
J>avid\* or, as it is in the parallel place of St, Matthew xx. 
30. ^^ O Lord, thou fon of David -^'^ of whom it. had been 
Jong foretold, Ifaiah xxxv. that when he (hould come, ** the 
'eyes of the blind (hould be opened." "Have mercy upon 
me,'* the natural language of a foul brought to lie dowu at 
the feet of a fovereign God. Here is no laying claim to a 
cure by way of merit| no proud, felf< righteous, Gop I thank 
J^tHee that I am not as other men are: no bringing in a reckon- 
ing of performances, nor any doubting of Jesus's power or 
Willingncfs to heal hlm^ but out of the abundance of the 
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lifart,' his mouth fpesiketh, an*d. In the language of the poor, 
broken-hearted publican, he cries o'ut^ *^ Je^us, thou S^ of 
l>avidy have mercy oh me." jEsqs, jthou friend of finners, 
thou Saviour, who, though thou be the true ^od, waftpleafed 
to become the Son of Davidy and to be ma^e cqan, that thou 
iifiight^flr feek and fave thofc that were loft> have mercy upon 
me; let thy bowels yearn towards a poor, miferablc,^ blind 
beggar! . ' . . 

One would have thought that fuch a moving pctitipn^aj^ tjiis 
would' have melted the whole multitude, that heard his piteous , 
cry, into companion, and induced fome at leaft to turn fuitors 
in his behialf, or help to carry him to the blefled J?:sU8. But 
inftead of that, we are told, ver. 48, that " m.anj cbargsd 
him." The ^rd in the original feems to imply a .charge, 
attend^ with threatning, and fpoken in an angry. manner. 
They charged him ** to hold his peace ;? arid jt may be| 
threatned to beat hthi if he did not. ^T'l^^Y ^opkcd upon him 
beneath the nbtice of '^Jes'us of ^azafithy and were jcady 
enotfgh to afk, whether hie thought Jesus Christ had no- 
thing elfe to do but to wait upon hini. This W9S, no doubt^ 
very difcouraging to blind Bariimeus. For oppofition comes 
clofcll when it proceeds from ihofe who are'efteemed followers 
of the Lamb. The fpoufe complains as of fomething peculiarly 
affliding, that her own mother's children were angry with her. 
But oppofition only ferves to whet the edge of true devotion, 
and therefore Bartimeus, ipftead of being filenced by their 
charges and threatnings< *' cried out the more a gjrcat deaj, 
thou Son of Davidy have mercy on me." Still he -breaks out 
into the fame humble language, and, if Jesus^ xhp Son of 
Davidy will have mercy on him, he cares not muc|i what Tome 
of his peeviih followers faid of, or did unto him;- iThis was 
not a vain repetition, but a devout. reiteration of hi9 requeft. 
We may fometimes repeat the fame words, and yet not be 
guilty of that B*TToAo>i«t, or vain fpeaking, which our Lord 
condemns. For our Lord himfelf prayed in his agony, and 
faid twice the fame words ^ ** Father, if it be poffible, let this 
cup pafs from me." Thus Bariimeusy ** Jesus, thou Son of 
Davidy have mercy upon me," And how does the Sop of 
David treat him ? does he join iiTue with the multitude, and 
charge bnn to bold bis pe«ce i or doc$ he ^o on, thinking him 
I lieQeatb 
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beneath his notice? no j for, fays St. AfarJ^, ver. 49, << And 
Jesus ftood fiill," though he was on a journey, and it may be 
in haite (for it is not lofing time to ftop now and then 00 a 
journey to do a good ofRcc by the way) ^^ and commanded 
him to be called :'* why fo ? to teach us to be condefcending 
and kind even to poor, if real beggars, and tacitly to reprove 
the blind, mifguided zeal of thofe who had charged him to 
hold his peace. By this alfo our Lord prepares the multitude 
the better to take the more notice of the blind man's faith, 
and of his own mercy and power exerted in the healing of 
him. For there are times and feafons when we are called to 
perform zi\s of charity in the moft public manner, and that 
too very confidently with the injunction of our Saviour, ^^ not 
to let our right hand know what our left hand doth." For 
there is a great deal of difference between giving alms, and 
cxercifing a£ls of charity, that are feen of men, , and doing 
'them, that they may be feen j the one is always finful, the 
other often becomes our duty. Jesus commanded Bartimm 
to be called, ** and they called him." Who called him? it may 
be, thofe who a little before charged hitn to hold his peace. 
For it often happens, that our oppofers and difcouragers, after- 
wards become our friends. *' When a man's ways pleafe the 
Lord, he makes his enemies be at peace with him." And it 
is to be wiiheJ, that all who have charged poor fouls, that are 
crying after Jesus^ to hold their peace, and to fpare them- 
felvcs, and not be righteous over-much, would imitate the 
people here, and encourage thofe they once perfecuted and 
maligned* *^ They call the blind man, faying unto him, Be 
of good comfort, rife, he callcth thee." The words, and man- 
ner o( (jpcaking them, implies hafte, and a kind of folicitude 
for the blind man's relief. O ! that we might hereby learn (0 
be p^tieBt, and long-fuflering^ towards oppofers. For it m^y 
be, th^t many may oppoTe awakened fouls, not out of enmity, 
but through prejudice and niiiinfcrmauon, through ignorance 
and unbelief, ar.J a real, though perhaps falfe, pcriuafion, th^t 
their relations are going in a wrong way. By and by they 
muy he convinces, that Christ is indeed calling them, and 
then they may become real and open friends to the caufe and 
wifK of God ; if not, it i* our duty to behave with meeknefs 
tO'iV4:d:> iill, aiic not to j^nder. railing for railing^ butcontrary- 

Wift 



t 411 ] 

wire bleiBffg, knowing that we are thcreanto called^ that wf 

maf inherit ta bieffing; Jesus did not break out into harfli 

language againft thefe oppofcrs, neither did Bartimeus. "Our 

Lord flood fiill) and Gommanded him t^ be called ; and the^ 

call the blind man, iajring unto him. Be of good comfort^ 

cife, he calleth thee 5 and he, cafting away his garment, rofc 

and came to Jesus." Had Bartimeus not been in earneff when 

he cried, ** Jesus, thou Son of David^ have mercy upon me," 

he might have faid, why do you mock me ? why bid ye me 

arife; rife indeed I can, but after I am rifen, how can I, 

being blind, find my way unto him ? If he will come to me, 

it is well ; if not, all your calling availeth nothing, it being 

impoifible for me to find my way. Thus tboufands now-a- 

days obje£l to evangelieal preachers, faying. Why do you 

bid us come to, and believe on Jesus. Christ, when you tell 

tis it is impoffible'of ourfelvcs to turn to God, or to do good 

works ; and that no one can come unto him, unlefsthe Father 

draw htm, Is not this like the people's calling upon Barfi- 

.tneUTj to arife and come to Jesus, when he could not poffibly 

fee his way before him? true, it is fo; and would to God that 

*all who make this objeftion, would imitate Bartimeus^ and 

put forth the ftrength they have ! What if we do call you to 

come, and to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, that you 

may be faved? does this imply, that you have a power in your- 

felves to do fo ? no, in no wife, no more than Jesus faying 

unto Lazarus^s dead and flinking carcafe, ** Come forth," 

implied, that Lazarus had a power to raife himfelf from the 

grave. We call to you, being commanded to preach the gof- 

pel to every creature, hoping and praying, that Christ's 

power may accompany the word, and make it efFe<ftual to the 

quickening and raifing of your dead fouls. We alfo call to 

you to believe, upon the fame account as Jesus faid unto the 

lawyer, *' do this, and thou fhalt live ;" that you feeing your 

utter inability to come, nnight thereby be convinced of your 

ynbelief, and be led to afk for faith of him, whofe gift it is, 

and who is therefore in fcripture emphatically ftilcd the 2lu- 

ibofy as well as Fimjher^ of our faith. Add to this, that JPis 

your duty to wait at the pool, or to make ufe of the ftrength 

you have, in the earneft and fteady performance of all com- 

f&anded duty. For though you cannot dp what is fpiritually 

good. 
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good, becaufe you want fpiritual principles of a^ion, yet p 
inay do what is morally and materially good, inafmuch as yc 
are reafonable creatures; and though doing your duty as yoa 
can, no ways deferves mercy, or entitles you to it, yet it ii 
the way in which you are required to walk, and the way in 
which God is ufually found. While you are attempting to 
ftret(:b out your withered arm, peradventure it may te rCf 
fiored ; and who knows but Jesus may work faith in you, by 
bis almighty power ? 

Bartimeus \l2l% fet before fucb objetOors an example ^ Q.that 
they would once fobmit to be taught byji, poor, blind beggar ! 
For be, cafting away his gannent, rofe, aod blind as he was, 
cacoe to.JJEsus; ^'cafting away his garmem.*' Tbjs feoms 
CO be a hrge coat or doak, that be wore |a fcrecn bunfelf 
from the rain and cold ; undoubtedly, it was the moft tisxxU 
fary and valuable vefiment he had, and. one would bive 
thought, that he (hould have taken this along with bifn ; hot 
he knew very well^ that if he did fo, it might hang afapt^L his 
heels, and thereby bis reaching Jesus be retarded «t leaft^ if 
- not prevented entirely. Valuable therefore- as is wa^rto )m% 
be.caft it away. The word implies, that be threw it ffom 
off his ihoulders, with great precipitancy and lefolutton, 
knowing that if te got a cure, which he now hoped for, by 
Christ's cajling him, be (hould never want his gaimcot 
again. And thus will all do that are in eaineft about coming 
to Jesus here, or feeing and enjoying hioi in his kingdom 
eternally hereafter. They will cut off.a righc-hand,. they.wtU 
pluck out a right-eye, they willle^ve father and mother, haf* 
Hand and wife, yea, and their own lives alfo, rather iban-not 
hp his difciples.. The appftle PtfW^ thotefoit^'CithoFts chfifti- 
ans, to ^^ lay afide every weight, iand^the .Sm that doth fWiSt 
eafily beret them," or hang about. their \^tt\s^ as ibo-wonlin 
the.orjginal imports s alluding to ^e cuftom 'Of tbe,.|iMmNii^ 
who wore long garments. Such a on^ .y/a^ thi^ which JBaN 
^/;;7^2£f bad. wrapped round hin;!. ^ But be, to ihew that he fio* 
cerely defired to recover jijs fight^ c^iAing i.t^way^ arofeapd 
came to Jesus. And. what treatment 4id Jesus ^give hica? 
did.be (aj,.come not; nigh me, thou in^ipudeiit noify -beggar ? 
No, ^^ h^ anfwered and /aid unto him. What wilt thouv that 
I ibould do unto th^eT' aa odd queftioa this, fecmingly.r.fox 

did 
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did not oar Lord know what he wanted ? yes, he did j biit 
the Lord Jesus dealt with him, as he deals with us. He 
will make us acknowledge our wants ourfelves, that we- there- 
by may confefs our dependance upon him, and be made more 
fenrrble of the need we ftand fn, of his divine affiflance. The 
blind man immediately replies, *« Lonb, Jithereby intinpating 
bis belief 6f Christ's divinity) that 1 ifiight receive my fight.*' 
Methirik^, I fee the' poor creature liftening to the voice of bur 
Saviour, and with looks and gcftures bcfpeaking the fnwaid 
Tcarneftncfs of his foiil, be cries'oiit, *' Lord, that I may re- 
ceive my fight." As though he had faid, I believe thou art 
th^c ^feffiali' who was to come ihtoih^ world. I have heard 
of thy fame, O Je^IjsI arid heartngltW long- wi(bed' for glad* 
tidings of thy earning this way, I cry tinto thee, afking nol 
for filver and gold,* b^t what thou, thou alone canft give.me^ 
Lord, that 1 might reeeiire my fight. No fooner does b« 
a(k, but he receives. For, vcrfc 52, *« Jesus faid unto him^ 
Co thy way, thy faith bath thade thee whole ; and immedi* 
ately he received his fight." Wilh the word there went a 
power y and he that fpake light out of darknefs, (aying, *^ Let 
tb6re be light, and there was light," commanded light into 
this poor blind beggar's eyes, and behold there was light. The 
tniracle was inflrantaneous ; immedlauly he received bis fights 
And next to a miracle it was, that by breakmg into open light- 
ail at once, he was not ftruck blind again : but he that gave 
the fight, preferved it when given. O! happy Bartimeus^f 
thy eyes are now opened, and the very firft obje£i thou doft 
behold, is the ever-loving, altogether- lovely Jesos. Methinks 
I fee thee tranfported with wonder and admiration, and all the 
difriples, and the multitude, gazing around thee ! And now» 
. having received cby fight, why doft thoii not obey the Lord's 
coflbmand, and go thy way i why doft thou not hafie to fetch 
thy garment, that thou juft now in a hurry didft caft away i 
Ko^ no! with his bodily eyes, I believe he received alfo a 
liielh' addition of fpiritUal fight, and though others faw no 
hittiOT comelineft in the blefied Jesus, that they (hould defu-e 
him i yet he by an eye of faith difcovered fuch tranfcendent 
excellencies in his royal perfon, and felt at the fame time fuch 
a divine attradion towards his all-bountifui benefa£lor, that 
ififtead of g;oi(ig his way to fetch hit garment, " bt followed 

^ESUS 
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jEiu9 »n the way;** and by his adlions, fays with faithfuf/ 
honeft- hearted Rut by " entreat me not to leave thee ; for whi- 
ther thpu goeili I will go^ where thou lodged, I will lodge; 
thy people (hall be nay people ; and thy God, my God." He 
followed Jesus in ihe way j the narrow way^ the way of the 
crofs ; and I doubt not but long fince he baa followed him 
to his crown, and is at this time fitting with him at the right 
band of his Father. 

. And now^ my dear hearers, how find you your hearts af- 
(cSttd at the relation of this notable miracle which Jesus 
wrought i are you notVeady to break out into the language of 
the fong of Mefis, and to fay, « Who is like unto tftee, 
Lord, glorious in bolinefs, fearful In praifes, continually do- 
ing wonders!" Marvellous are thy works, O Jesus, aod that 
our fouls know i-ight well ! But we muft not ftop here, in ad* 
Hmirtng what the Lord did for Bartimius \ this, no doubt, as 
well as other parts of Scripture, was written for out learning} 
upon whom the ends of the world are come ; confeqaently, as 
V^as propofed in the 

Second place^ we (hould fee what fpiritual improvement catt 
be made of this hiftory, upon which we have adready beca 
OKiking fome remarks, 

• A natural man, indeed, goes no further than the outward 
tourt of the Scripture, and reads thisj and the other miracles 
of our blefled Saviour, juft in the fame manner as he reads 
Homer s battles, or the exploits of Alexander. But God for* 
bid, that we (hould reft in only hearing this matter of faft. 
For I tell thee, O man, I tell thee, O woman, whoever thou 
art, that fitteft this day under a preached gofpel* that if thoa 
art in a natural ftate, thou art as blind in thy foul, as Barti* 
mens was in his body ; a blind child of a blind father^ even of 
thy father Adam^ who loft his fight when he loft his inno- 
cence, and entailed his blindnefs, juftly infli(^cd^ upon thee, 
and ine, and his whole pofterity. Some think indeed, that 
they fee ; but alas I fuch talk only like men in their fieep, like 
perfons befide themfelves ; the fcripturcs everywhere repre- 
fent fallen man, not only as fpiritually blind, but dead aJfo; 
and we no more know, by nature, favingly the way of falva- 
tion by Jesus Christ, than Bartimeus^ when he was blmrf, 
knew the colours of the rainbow. This, I tcuft, ibme of yoa 

begiit 
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begin to feel, I fee you concerned, I fee you weeping^ andi 
was I to afk fonle of you, what you want to have done unto 
you ? I know your anfwer would be, that we may receiv* our 
fight. * And Goixtbrbid, that I fli6uld charge yod to hold 
your peac6, as though JesUs would riot regard ftnrl noj your 
being made fenfible of your natural blindnefs, and crying thus 
earneAIy after Jesus, is a fign at ledft, that you are SaW^akened 
by his holy Spirit (though it is poflible, that you may cry 
with an exceeding bitter cry, as Efau did, and be loft at laft); 
however, chriftian charity induces me to believe and hope the 
beft ; I will therefore, in the language of thofe >Vho afterwiards 
encouraged BariimeuSj fay unto you, Arife, take comfort; for, 
I truft, Jesus ifr calling youj follow therefore the example of 
Bdrtimeusy caft away yout gal-ment ; lay afide every weight', 
and the fin which doth moft eafily befet you, arife, and come 
to Jesus. He commands me, by his written word, to call to 
you, and fay, " Come unto him, all ye that are weary, and 
heavy laden, and he will refrefh you, he will give you reft.** 
Be not afraid, ye ftek Jesus of Nazareth \ behold, he comes 
forth to meet you ; ye arc now on the highway fide, and 
Jesus, I truft, is paifing by; I feel his prefence, I hope many 
of you feel it too; O then, cry mightily to him, who is 
mighty and willing lo^fave you ; tay yourfelves at the feet of 
■fovereign gl'ace, fay unto^ him,*** Jiisus, thou Son oi David^ 
have mercy on me,'* in the fame frame as Bartim^us did, and 
Jfesus will anfwer you, he will not caft out your prayer; ac- 
cording to your faith, fo fliall it be done unto you. Blind 
as you are, you (hall, rtotwithftandrng, receive your fight; 
Satan, indeed, arid unbelief, will fciggeft many obje£h*ons to 
you, your carnal relations will alfo'join iffue with them, arid 
charge you to hold your peace ; one will tell )^u, that ySixt 
blindnefs is too fnveterate to be cured ; ahother,^ that it is too 
late; a third, that though Jesus can, ytt he 'will not have 
mercy upon fuch poor, blind, defpicable beggars, as ye are; 
btit, the more they chafge you to hold your peace, do yoU 
cry Out io much the more a great deal, ** Jesus, thou Son rif 
Dift/iVf'havie mercy on us.'* Jesus, thou Saviour, thou'frrend 
of finners, thou Sonof Z>rt«;iW, and therefore a Son'of maft! 
gracious words I ertdearing appellations ! he encouraged by 
them^ to draw nigh unto him. Thoiig,h David's Lold, y<?t 
' . 3 ^« 
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1^ i^^oii9e.Z><(«/f Sop, ^tcr the fle(h, tfaat jre Chrough bim 
may be made the fohs of Gop : no matter what thou art, 
O Mcomaot ^hat thou, art, O man ^ though thou art liteuillf 
g.poojr..beggar9 ^ink ,iK>t thy condipon tt>o mean for Jssvs 
19 take noti^ of i) . he came into the highways and hedgea, to 
call fiftch pte>rJtKggva.'tii; or» if you are ricbt .think not your- 
ielve^ tOff high to ftoop to Jesus ^ for he is the King of kings; 
aD4 you never .will be truly ricby until you are made rich is 
Jssus i fear not being deCpifed^ or lofing a little worldly ho- 
nour : onp figbt of Je^u$ will make amends for all : you will 
jfind Something fo inviting, fo attracting. To fatisfyin'g, in the 
j^p^etber-lovcly I^amb of God, that every fubl unary enjoy- 
mei»t^,wv|l ficken, and die» and vanilb before you ; and you 
will' no more defire yogr former vain and trifling, acnuliupcots, 
^zn Ehrtfmeus^ aft;ejr hp ha^ received his Tight, defired to go 
l;|ack^again and fetch his garment. O that there may^jie nuny 
Yiich l)lind beggars aoipog you this day ! 
\Here is a great multitude of people following m^ ^ f^^ 
worm, this day, . I rejoice to fee the fields thus white, ready 
ijnto barveftp and to fpread the gofpel-net amidft fo niaoy;. 
liut alas ! I^Iball return home with a heavy heart, unkft fooie 
pf you will arife and come to my jEsuf i I defire^to preach 
Him, and not myfelfj reft not in hearing and following me. 
Behold, believe on, and follow the Lamb of Gqd, who came 
tg' take away the (ins of the world. Indeed^ I do not dcfpair 
of aiiy.pf you, neither am 1 difcouraged^ Qa account of my 
preaching in the highways and hedges v Jssys called Zmcbtuiy 
Jbsvs called Bartimiui^ as he paiTcd througli Jgrkhy that 
curfed, that devoted place ; and why may he not call ipme 
of yoii, out of thefe defpifed fields ^ is his arm ihorteoed, dut 
he cannot fave Ms he not as mighty now, and as willing to 
fave, even to the uttermoft, ail that come to the Father through 
him, as he was feventeen hundred years ago? ajSuredty he is) 
he hath faid, and he alfo will io it^ ^^ Whofbever cometh to 
me, I will in no wife caft out." In no wife, or by no mean)* 
O encouraging words ! finners^ believe ye this f arife then, be 
of good comfort, for jEstJS is indtoi calHog you. Some of 
]fou, I truft, have obeyed this invitation, and have had a fight 
of him long ago \ I know then, you wllf blefs and loveliimi 
ind if he Ihould fay uolo you, as he did unto BartimeftSj fp 

yoa 
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Jrou your way ; your anftver would be, we la^i oiir inafter^ 
Md wlH riot go from him. But fufib^ t»#S3^onlf tif e^^ 
tation: ; ^n: :i.. 

«iiflfcr^ifee tb ftir up yc«rptofe nriiifflV^y t^tcmfcfcf- 
bftfrtc*e, Aew that you Hiife iriilceJ'ftcii hifli,' ailci''thiit'yoitt 
do ihdced Idve him, by foHowiTig hllflrf lA'thc 'way; I'mean, 
in the wa/ of the cfdft, "Hie wajr of TiW cJatnaifcbi and in 
the y^zy of hi? holy conimandmenti) fot rfas! the love of 
many' waxeth cold, arid few thfilre afe thit follow Jfi^Oi 
rightly in thfe way ; few there are that caft away their gar- 
ments fo heartily as they ihould j ' fomc idol or another hangs 
about us, atid hinders-^s iii rtiniithg IK^ rage that is fet befbre 
us. Awake therefore; ye fieepy, though^ it may be, wife vir- 
giris. Awake, awake^'put on ftren^th; fiiake yourfelves from 
tbi^ilvft} atjfe and follow Jbsus more clofcly in the wiq^, tUaa 
drer' yoti did yet. Lift up tlie hands that hang down, iind 
ftrengthen tHe feebWkfjd^s. Provide right ^aths for your teet^ 
left that which is lam^ he tiirtied otii bf the way, but rather 
btye-heded. Fdt' tfiougH the way be'narrow, yet it ii not 
lon'g^} *' thcCiigh the gat6 be' ftfajght, (to ufe the words of pioug 
•• bifliop ^/t;^)'/V^4 yet It "opens into dvertaftmg life.'* O that 
ye tiiajr get a freffi fight pf him again IhiSday I' That woiiild 
he like oil W t\ie whtlefs'of your graces, ^ahd make your fouls 
like tte chariots "Of jfmitiidai. "It is only owing to your lofiog 
fight of him, that yo^ go fo'heavily from ddy'to'day. A fight 
orjtsusi lite the fun fifirtgrn themornirtg, difpcl's thfcdark- 
iiitifs and'glbomfntfsWit lies'Vipin'theioiil. * Take therefore 
a'frelh yitvr of hi'm^« O 'bettercts, *and'*never reftuntiryoii 
Arte trinflatcd to fee* hitri' as- he*i5, ^M to'IiVe^with him for 
ti^crmore, iti^heklfigdotn bf'il^aveft." 'E Loko JksCs, 
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Luke yiii. i8. 
Take teed^ tberefore^ bow ye bear. 

IHE occafion of our L6itx5*s givlwg this ctiution, was 
L^ tbis : Pprceiving t;hat .ini^ch people w^e gatt}|^ed; tor 
gctlier tQ hear hifnout of^ fverjr citjr^, ,?iri4 ^nowjlpg^ j[f9^ he is 
God, and knoweth all things) that many, if not moft of 
tbeni^wciuld be beards onljf, ai^d not doeirsqC the^nrcird; 
be fpake to. them by a parable, .w*WfJ>rii^:tfOd^r J|j« fiipilj^^^ 
of a fower that went out to fow his feed, he plainly^ intimated, 
hoWfew there were amongft theih, who would receivp any 
itaVili^'benefit from' hFs dodlrin^, 6r bring forth^ frSil'iwito 
perfefllon. ' • ■• ■ ^ • \- ' ' ■ '.'r"' ^ '' ' 

i[*h(^ appircallon bhc Would Imagide ili6u13 have bl^hjjain 
and pbvioiis^; but the "dhci pies; k?*]iret uxvcrifi^tihefl ffl'Wy 
great degree by the floly Spirit^ and th^fdfcre un^A)% ]K)^;;^^^ 
into'the hidden niyift^nes of the kingdbnfi ofXjrol)^ 'itzxiimii 
our Saviour, as 'people* ought to deal, with their miftiftersj 
they ditcourfed wltn felni pr|ivately afeb'fit' V^^^ riiia'tiih'^ of 
what he had taught them in pufefe'; atid'wi'tii a^Sij(5c?<?^'fifB 
of dome their duty, alked'for an intferplfejatidn'df tjie parable. 
^ tyuf blefled LORb) is he always' i^aS'willirig' to" inftrW 



inftrua 
thpfe that were teachable, (herein fetting his minifters 'art ex- 
ample' to be courteous and eafy oY accelsj Ifr^Iy toM ftem 
the fijgtitfiicatioh. And withi)',' to make them more caiitidus 
and ifto^c attentive to his doftrine for the fiitiire, He tells 
ibetrii that thej^ were in' an efpeiial mariner to be the light of 
ihe Wfarld, and were to procfclfn on thehiufc-top whatibever 

lie toldijiea) infecret: and as their* improving the knowledge 

already 
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lilrcady iitiparted, was the only condition upofi which chort 
was to be given them, it therefore highly concerned tliem to 
•* take heed how they beard.'* 

Ff^pin t^ c^ntcsKt then >i|»^pE^5^ tkairtbe wdrds Mtere pri- 
mafity Mp6ke>n tb the Ap6Mesv ^\t\{eMi. But is kki tohH 
feared, out of thofe many thoufands that flock to hear fermons, 
but fcWi CQiapJirwivcly .fp^aking,?r«cffi9it>i4Bjiiip®'enced by 
them, I cannot but think it very neceflary to remind you of 
tiie caution given by our Lord to bi$ difciplcs, and to exhort 
you with the utmoft earneftneis, to '^ take heed hoW you 
bear." . 

In pr'ofccution of which defign I fliaH,^ 

P'if^i Prove that every one ought to take all opportiinitiej 

of hearing fermons. Atidi ; - 

*> 

Sicondfyy i (hall lay ddwn fome cisutions and dire£{ionir)d 
order td your hearing with ptofit and a()van(tage.* ' ' i 

Pit^,''! am to provfe, that etrcry caic o'tight to ta)^ all d^ 
t>oritiifiiHes of bearing fermons. ' 

^hat thei'e have always bcfen pairticujaf perfon^ fct apart 
by Oop, to inftruS: and Exhort his people to pra£lire what h^ 
ihould require of them^ is evideht from many paf&ge^, of 
fbripture; St. Jude lells us, that *^ Eai^ehy tbd fcventh froni 
Ada^itj prdphefied (or preached) concerning the LpitD'i cotfi* 
ing with ten thoufand of bis faints tO judgment.'^ And Noahi 
who lived fiot long after, is ftiled by St. P#/«-y ** a preachei' 
of r^hteoufnefs.!' And though in all tile intermediate fpace 
between the flood and giving Of the law^ we hear but of few 
preachers, yet we May reafoinably conclude, th^ God never 
left bimfelf without witnefs^ but at fundry times,* ztti ifttr 
liivets manners^ fpoke to otir fathers by the patriarchs ^d 
prophets^ 

But however it Was before^ vii^e are aflur^d that after ffife de^ 
livery of the faw^ Go0 conftantiy feparatcd to' bimfiKif a cetr 
tain order of men to preach to, as well as pray for bi^j^soplei 
and commanded them to enquire tb^ir duty at tbe priefts 
mouths. And though the Jews were /reqticntiy lei intq: 
D d 2 captivity^ 
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captivity, and for their fint fcattered abroad on the face of the 
earthy yet lie fierw vlferly forfookhis elrrffch^'but ftiB fc^ 
up a;ccmaant of prophets and prtzthtrs^ a^ EztMeti'^^Mffkiy 
DmAU andiothoil^ toireprol^ iadf chSI^J Md csdl theflf'fiPnf- 

Thn9:.mi3iTittimkir theihmw N<A- hk^i^ftec^ilf^^WA 
ivoffir^ hatfinMitely better pck)Vid6dfliirMiiM^r%hi^gdfpd! R«r 
whfi% jBsu^iCwttar^ tiiatstvat >B^ii^eA'v4riffi'tbroifg^ 
the cteroftt* SpirU^ofTercd hitMU^ es a.fu)iv ({le^ffiatf^ 'Mfi^nM 
facriiice and fatisfadlion for the fins of the whole worM^ ahd 
afcer tti^ reTarro^iion.hfid all power cMHumrttcd eohim^ Wh in 
hoav^n ajnd earth^^he gaw commiffioii to his Apoftks, and in 
them to all fucceed'mg minifters, to ^^ go and preach hi» goT- 
pel-^oi every creature I'Vpromtfiog to ^^ to «be with them, to 
guide, a/fift, flrengthcn^ and comfort them always^ e?en to 
thp end of the world." 

,£itt if U be the duty of minifters to preach, (and viM beto 
them if they do not preach the gofpel, for a neceffiry is laid 
upon thero) oo doubt, the people are obliged to attevrito 
them I ftrtr otbcrwife, wherefore arc miniflers fent ? - •' 

And how can we here avoid' admiring the lovr and-f^el* 
cane, which our dear Redeemer has exprefTcd for his fpbuft the 
church I Who, becaufe he coirid not be always ^th us in 
pcrfon, on account it was expedient he (hould go away, and 
as our forerunner take pofleffion of that glory he had pur- 
chafed by his prectouft bloody yet would nt^t leave U5 comfert- 
lefs, but firft fettled a fufiicient number of paftors and teachers; 
and afterwards,' according to his promitb, afiually did-aod 
will continue to fend down the Holy Ghoft, to furni(h titeok 
and their Aicccflbrs with proper gifts ind graces^' fbr'idiie 
work of the miniftry, for the perfeding of the fjnnta, fbi* tfe 
edifying of hia body in love, till we all come fn tho unity of 
the fpirit» to the fuloefs of the meafure of the ftature of 
Christ*" 

O how infenfiUe are thofe perfons of this unfpeakable 
gtfti who do de^piift to the Spirit of grace, who cnidfy the 
Son o€ <jKMi afrcAi, and put htm to an open fliame^ by wil- 
fully iriwfiAg to attend on fo great a means of their falration f 
H«»w dNHidRi) Win the end of fuch men be ? How aggn« 
veiling, \\\^\ light (hould come into the world, that the glad 
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ticUags pfifalvationihQfuld be^fo very fhnqtKodffrodlahiieiliiiir 
:his populous city, and tbtt fo: many ibopldJoiath this fpici^. 
rual.nc^^nfi^y this angels food, and ca^-iik)iigktrbireailr?' ${^99^^ 
i^uch more tolerable will it be for Tyre and Sidon^ forAAm>. 
md^^^ifl^^ah^ than fdr Aidi fmndrr ^1 Btticr^i'tharmienifiid 
levcr l^esgrd of a Sa;vipw<beingcJ»on>yntlia|i)aiitekriithe]^ hate. 
Ixe^rdy.nQ^t^togivc h?ei«a^he miniftry ofvthdb^^vho'are em*' 
ployedfp^jhiss^pbafladorMotrsftiiiiA dffiuisibetMwqa GoDand 
their fo^a« .■."■'••-h -^ = - ; ..^-j :-. ' • ^ 

. W^eaiay, though at a diftance^ without a fpirit of prophefy, 
foretel the deplorable condition of fudi. men ; behold them 
caft into bcH* li&ing up their e3res, being in torment, aiidT 
crying outj Howxjften would^ourminifters have gathered us,- ♦ 
a$ 4 hepL gathereth her chickens under her wings? But we 
would not. O that we had known in that our day, the 
things that belonged to our everlafting peace ! But now they 
are for ever hid from our eyes. 

Thus wretched, thus inconceiveably miferable, will fuch 
be as flight and make a mock at the public preaching of ' 
the gofpel» But taking it for granted, there are but few, if 
any, of this unhappy ft^p)p, who think it worth their while 
%o tread the counts of thetronp's houfe, I pais on now to the • ' 
. ■ . i^ ' ■ . ■ '• ■ ■.'■•»' ■■-■». 

$^f»«(^eneral thing pvopgfcd, to lay down ibme cautions 
iand 4lre£llons, in order to your- hearing fstmom with profit 
arid adyafltage. ,.i 

4nd l^ere,.if we reflci<Et on what has. been already deliveredi 
apd cpnficjer that preacljipg jd an ordinance of God, a means v 
ap|K>inted by Ji^sys Christ hiipfelf for promoting his kin J- * 
dom awpn^flmen^ yQu.ca9pptjrea6)nably, be offended, if,- in- 
order tfa^t you may hear.fertpons with profit^and'advantage,'!; 

X . Pired or entreat yo^ to come to bcai them, -not out of" 
curiofity, but from a fincere dcfire to know and do yout ' 

F9r(pa]^^y and hypoqrifyjn any religjoua exercife^; is aii;v 
abomination unto the LoR^.. ,.And tomterhis houfotneseiy) 
to hay c^. our ears entertained, candrnQtvOur> hearts rcformcdyt 
Ruftv<g^tainly be highly difpleafiijg to tbcMoft High Gop^;- 
as w^a9. unprofitable to ourielv^s.i 

- . ■ u 
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Hcficc It 15, that to many reoi^in unctjnvtrled, yW, t)n- 
^ScQcd with the moft evangdical preaching ; (b that like. St 
Pfli/'s companions, before his converfion, thtfy oiily hii^thc 
preacher's voice with their outward^ ears, but dfo Aot exptfjrlence 
the power of it inwardly in tlicir hearts: Or, like the'grmind 
near Gii^^'s Seccc, tliey remain untoucfiecf; whilft" otfife, 
wfio came to be fed with the fincfre mSti: of thfe \frof3,1ilc 
fhc fleece* itfelf, are watered by the dew of Gap's hferajljr 
bl effing, and grow thereby. 

Flpe ther^jfore, my brethren, flee cqrioCty, and prepare 
yoiir hearts by a hqipble difpofition, to receive with meekncfs 
^ the ehgrafteid word, and then it will be a means, under iaoo, 
to quicken, build up, purify, and favc your fouls, 

2. A fecond direftion ffhall lay down for the fame puljpofe, 
^ is, not only to prepare your hearts before you hear, but alfo 
to give diligent b^^^ ^^ the things that ^e fpokep from the 
word of Gop. 

If an earthly king was to iffue out ^ royal pfoclamatibti, on 
performing or not performing the Conditions therein coWined, 
the life or death of his fubje^ls entirely depended, ho'W {i^ici- 
fous would they be to bear what thofe conditfons Wfrr^ ? And 
fhall not we p^y the fame refpe£t to the King or^ings^'and 
Lord pf lords^ and lend an attenrive ear to his minifterSf 
when they are declaring, in his name, how Qur pardon^ 'peace, 
and happinefs raay1>e fccured ? 

When Gqd dcfcendcd on mount Sinai in t<^rrible* 6iajeftf, 

. to give unto his people the law, how attentive were'' they to 

his fervant Mo/cs ? And if they were fo earrieff tp fcatthc 

thunderings or threatenings of the law, fliali not we be asfo- 

Ijcitous to hear from the minifters of Christ, the gla^ tidings 

, of the gpfpcl ? 

Whilft Christ was himfelf oh earth, it is faid, that the 
peot^leiiung upon him to hear the gracious words that pro- 
ceeded out of bis rnouth. And if we looked on minifters as 
we ought, as the font of Jesus Christ^ wc {houldbang 
upon them to hear tl^elr words alfo. 

Befidcs, the facred truths that gofpel minifters deliver, V^ 
not dry infipid lecSuies on moral philofophy, intended only to 
amufe us for a while ^ but the great myfteries of godlincfsi 
which., therefore, we arc bouijd ftudioufly to liftcn to, left 

through 
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thrw^ bur negligee we (hpuTd eithe^ not underftsuid them, 
or bj; ai^y Qther nieaps jet diem (lip. ;. .. ^ 

]$ut hpvi^ regardlcfs are thofe of this^ireaion, who, iii'iteld 
of Hanging, on the preacher to hear hi^J doze or Deep whilft 
he i^^jrpe^king ta,thcin frpm ^opF, ' uhlia^ men ! Can 
they ncH watcH yjith our blelted Loiip oh^^ What! 

have they never read now Eutychiis fell down ',ais lie Was flee^d- 
icig, when St.~P^i// continued his difcourfe till midiii^ht, and 
Was taken up dead ? ■ . , _ . . ; ! 

But to return^ Though you Inay prepare yoiir heart^^ iis 
you. may think,* by a teachable dLTppntion^ ^nd be attentive 
VtrhtUl difcourfes are delivering, jpt this will profit you little, 
unlefs you obferve a ^ 

3. A third diredtio'n, Kot to eh^ertdiii any thb leaft prejii- 
dice againft the mihifteK 

For could a preacher (pctaTc with thft tpngue of hien'sind 
angels, if his audience wis prejii'dfic^ againft him^ be would 
be but as foundiiig, hrafs, or tinkling cymbal. ' ' " 

That was the jtalon wiiy Jesus(^^C^^^ himfcrf, the 

Ete^na) Word, coula not do many "mighty Worksi nor prea'ch 
to any great efFe^ among thofe of h'is own country^ for they 
were offended at him.:\Anrf was this famfe Jesus, this/GoD 
inf^arhate, again to bow the heavens, and to come down Ipe'ak« 
ing as npyer man A>ake, yet, if we were prejudiced againft 
hinf, as the jf^u;/ Were, we Ihould harften our hearts as the 
JV^rdjd. theirs. . ■..'"■, 

't^akelieed therefore, my brethren, and bfe^are of entertain* 
irig a^ydi^ikeagaibft thofe whonl tji^ F^ly Qhoft has 'made 
overieers oyer you,, ConflcJer that the clergy ar^ nien of like 
{uiiEoins wifh yourfelves :* aojd though we fhould eveii hear a 
perfoh' teaching others to do, what he has rfot learned hiinfelf; 
yet, that is no fu^cient reafon for rejecting his dodrine : 
for ii)ini£Eers fpeak not in their own, hut Christ's name. 
And welcnow who commanded the people to do whatfoever 
the Scribes and Pharifees (bould fay unto them, though they 
(aid but did not. But 

' 4. Fourthly J As you ought not to be prejudiced againft, fo 
you fiiould be careful not to depend too much on a preacher, 
or think more highly of him than you ought to think, ' For 
though this be an extream that people feldom run into, yet 
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I^feecibg'joac tcaohsp^iii^pporition tO'andtfa€f,')ias ofteti boen 
of. ill. confequence >tp thG'<(huFch' j6f Got>. ' Jt wds a jfauk 
\i;k(5^ Sh^ great /A/pbfi|e iif the Gentiles condemned iR-thp'C»- 
rinthians: For whereas one faid, *^ I ai^ of Ptfz// } McHhe^^ I 
V»>j9f -^^^^-^^JfCofeupticaiPBay ftys^he? " Fter wh#U 
P^(^/^ s^ who is jfyclkfy bo< inflmjm^ti in' GpD-9 hand^-l^f 
Vj^f^ yPU belioired ? ?^ Aiid'are {io^tilli4qfHpiftef9'i€nt forth 
tp be miniftring acnbafladors to thofe who ihall be 'hetfs of 
fajvacion ? And are they not all therefore greatly to be 
fifteqm^id for thoir work's lakew v < * v? 

2 The 4poftIe, it is trueyCQnarna^ds U9 to^pay^doublehofiour 
^j^l^pfig l/vho labolur in the word, an^ dpdr-ine : but th^n tQ 
pi^ffcc one minifler at the expence of: anl^ther^ (pQihaps, tq 
fyfh^^ ^egree^ as y^hea you have a&ua^lj* entered a churi:b| 
to^Qpme out again becaufe he does npti pnB|ch) is eartblf, 
fcnfual, devilifb, : • ., t .*-< •" . ' » 

; ,^9^(9 xnention.tbat popiiladty ani applaufe cannot btiitbe 
eyceeflingly dangerous, even to a> rightly informed midd; 
1^4 ?>Hft necefTarily fill any thinking man with a.-Jiply jea- 
^)4ry,.lq(i,h& (hpuld Uke that honour^to hta|felf, which^^ 
<^jy to Gqd, who alone qualifies hiin^fbf iiiS' n^iniftcrial 4a« 
|9i9ur§^ and ^ from whom alone. eyery^ gopd? ^nd perk^-^ 
Cometh, . . 

•, 5t A ^^A dIre<9;ion I would-^^ecpaaniend is, to make a 
particular >ppUcati.Qn'Of every .thing thatis delivered Co youi 
own hearts. v. ^ 

- oW^^f^ opr Saviwr .was. difcottrfing at the laft fupper with 
hi;^;)»elpved dlfciplp5,.aia4- fprecold t)aatuQn& wof them fhouM 
betray him, each of them immediately applied it to his own 
hje^Fls fifKi.f^id^}^^ Lo^P) 1A itjl i" .. Andtwould perfons, in 
\)^c,m^f^J^h 3ybep preachers ace |Jif£iading from 'any fin, or 
p^fi^a^ingito any duty, iofte^d- of crying, this was defigned 
againft fuch and fuch a one, turn their thoughts Inwardly, and 
fjftjj, li9§.Pj is if: t frrbpw /iar more^ beneficial feould we find 
jlifpQurfqsJp b€\, tfi^n npw they generally are ? 

But we are apt to wai^der too much abroad ; always look? 
ing ^t .^k^ qfiote;,\ybif:h i$ in pur neighbour's eye, rather than 
jit. the bp.ain v^bjch i^ i(i our own, . Hafte we now to the 

6.,§ixth an4 laft.direftion : If you would receive a bleffing 
from the LpRD, when you hear his word preached, pray to 

hiro, 
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ijninifer with power,, to fpqak»,jpd to grant you a will and?, 
alulity.tq pMit;Mi.prak^ice».wbatJ}e.ihalIifl)«wirofn tKelkk^ 
of Gqp.i»beypvr.,^«X-« .i^;w>^.-... ^J . ^:av\^ 

!,,Xh4^ would be^aa^v.exc^n(u,pmins^|o:>render tbe v^oMF 
pi^acbod eflFe£tMal„t(^ :tbe «nligbt«ni<ng. ajsd .enflafniii!| your 
l^Xt^i ^ witt\put .tbi5,.alU.tl;^e.,oth^r.infia4is befo^C'Tp)^ 
|Icjribcd.will be in-vain* >. .....:...... •.- ^^^ • « 

No doubt it was this confideration that made St. Paul To] 
^arneftly entreat his beloved Epbefumt tointerccde withGofe 
for him : '^ Praying always, >vttb all manner of prayer ^nd- 
fuppUcntion in. the fpirit) and for me alfo; that I may 6pen 
Oiy mouth with boldfiefs, to make known the myfteries of th^ 
gofpcL" . And^lf fo great an Apoftle as St. Paul^ needed the 
prayers, of his people, much more do thofe min jftersj^ -iJvh* 
Jiave only the ordinary gifts of the Holy Spirit. " >?^i»?l 

Befides, this would he a good proof that you fiocsrely de^ 
llred^^o do, as well as to know the will of God. And i% 
muil (lighly profit both miniftcr^ and people \ bceaufe Go^,- 
^ough your prayers, will give them a double portion of hU/ 
^ply Spirit, whereby they will be enabled to inftruA yot| 
more fully ip the things which pertain to the kingdom of 
God. ' 

c And O that .all. who bear me this day, would ferioufly 
apply, their hearts to pradife what has now been toM tfaeml 
{low would minifters fee Satan, like lightning, fall from hea"- 
ven, and people find the word preached (harper than a tvVo* 
e^ged fword, and mighty, through God, to the pulling down 
gf the deyirs ftrong holds I . • * '"><- 

Tlie IJoly Ghoft would then fall on all them thathear the 
word, as when St. PeUr preached \ the gofpel of GkfilST 
would have free courfe, run very fwiftly, and thou(aads again 
)}e <:onverted by a fermon. 

: For " Jesus Christ is the fame yefterday, to-day, and 
for ever." He has pomifed to be with his mi nifters- always, 
even unto the end of the world. And the reafon why we do 
pot receive larger efFufions of the blefled Spirit of God, is not 
becaufe our all-powerful Redeemer's hand is (hortened, but 
beqaufe we do not e^pcdi them, and confine them to the pri- 
pijtive times. 

5 it 
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It does ihAttA^mhttmer:H^(pa»i,4Ai^.Cifi^ Mcfosi^fj 
his free gf^ean €Htid^ Jidsdl, bibii|idldf tiieib that (ttigbt 
him not; irHcrtoriOur finn^ is (otfMy modocd^upbn/bf.t 
public fermoirt^ and ptucBed* as^a fifel/niid'tutioJ[i:tin'.&i^ 
i^ut this is tibtGc^'i'oifailHnry waf bf ^aiii^r Nto^'lbiiiie 
generality, he only vifits thoi^ widi-cbe powtr ofihiBimnif 
^ho humbly wait toknoir whit he Wo«ild. hstte; them ttt^i 
and fends unqualified hearers not only etnpcy,. but hardoncl 
iway. " * . . t ^ ^ . , 

Take h^d, therefore, ye carelcfs, curious pfqfeflbrs, if airf 
^uch be here prefcnt, how you bean Remember, that whe- 
ther we think of it or not, *« we muft all appear before the 
jiidgnient-feat of Cnkist ;'* where minifters muft give a ftrift 
account of the doflrine they have delivered, and you as ftriS 
a one^ how you have improfved under it. And, good GO0! 
how will you be able to ftand at the bar of an angry, fin- 
avenging judge, and fee fo Aany difcourfes you have defpifed, 
fo many huntftersj v^o once longed and laboured for thi 
falvation of your precious and imnvortal fouls, brought out 
as fo tnany fwift witnefles againft you ? Will it be fufficient 
then, think you, to alledge, that you w^nt to hear them only 
out of curiofity, to pafs away an idle hour, to admire the 
oratory, or ridicule the fimplicity of the preacher? No; 
God will then let you know, that you ought to have come 
out of better principles ; that every fermpn has been put 
down to your account, and that you muft then be juftiy pa- 
nifhed for not improving by them. 

But fcar notj you Iktie flock, who with meeknefs receive 
the ingrafted word, and bring forth the peaceable fruits of 
righteoufnef5 ; for it (hall not be fo with you. No,- you will 
be your minifter's joy, and their crown of rejoicing in the 
day of our Lord Jesus : And they will prefent you in a 
holy triumph, fauhlefs and unblameable, to our comnion 
Redeemer, faying, ^* Behold us, O Lord, and the children 
which thou haft given us." 

But ftill take heed how you hear : for upon your improv- 
ing the grace you have, more (hall be given, and you (hall 
bavo abumhnce. ** He is faithful that has promifed, who 
a!o will do it." Njy^ Goo from out of S/wz, (hall fo blefs 
vii], that every fcimon you hear (hall communicate to you a 
3 frclh 
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Mb, fupply of fptritual: kiUMfkdge. TbtiwOfd ^ Gop (hall 
dvcU in you ricMyv you . ibaU \ go lOfii from ^ ftrc^ng^ to 
ftrengtli^ from one dfigrec of gnQC^iinf:o.molher,.tj<U b^if^g 
grdvtfn' up to ii^ perfect fnen. ih.Cultfst j£$(ii$y.a^d.fiU$4 
•Vfiih ill tbe fulnifsof Gop, you Ikatrhe franflatcd by-death 
tcfee faim as he is, and to fing praifBB before hi^ throne wkb 
,30geU and artbangoUy -chcribkiif aaidiieraphim^ skv^i fht ge- 
fteml afTembly of the firft-born, whofe names. arc written in 
heaven, for ever and ever# 

Which God, ^c» - ^ 
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S E R M.O N XXIX. 

The Extent ^ and Reafonablenefs of Sclf-Deiiiafl, 



Luke ix. 23. 

Jftd be /aid unto them all^ If^ny man ivill come after me^ 
let kirn deny himfelf. 

WHOEVER reads the gofpcl with a fingle eye, and 
finccre intention, will find, that our blefled Lcsd 
took all opportunities of reminding his difciples that his kt^- 
dom was oot of this world ; that his dodbine was a do Qiiae 
of the crofs ; and that their profeffing themfelves to be ha 
followers, would call them to a conftant ftate of votiiaarj 
fuffcring and felf-denial. 

Tht* words of the text afford us one inftance, among mrv, 
of our Saviour's behaviour in this matter : for haT^eg; •& the 
preceding verfcs revealed himfelf to PeUr^ and the otl^r iscr- 
tics, to be " The Christ of God ;" left they fhosli brtax 
much elated with fuch a peculiar difcovery of hfs ^ssrr, or 
think that their relation to fo great a perfonage woeils: be ic- 
tended with nothing but pomp and grandeur, he tid& rmsii;^ 
in the i2d vcrfe, that ** the fon of man was to fo5tr txsot 
things/' in this world, though he was to be um i K.J ^vm 
eternal glory and honour in the next : and that if airp mc^tem. 
or their poftcrity would (hare in the fame honour, ti^^ev inn£ 
bear a part with him in his felf-denial and fuiSerisc^. Fir 
^^ He fai J unto them all, if any man will come aner obe^ !fct 
him deny himfelf," 

From which words I fhall confider thefe diree ticiairs:* 

I. Fi'1^ The nature of the felf-denial recomaaeaosi .1: i»r 
text ; anJ in how many refpefls we mufl dccv cmriii'cs^ 
in CTiicr to come after Jesus Christ. 

I 



II. Snondly^ I fliall chdeavourto prove th€ univerfality and 
reafonablenefs of this duty of felf-denial. 

III. Thirdly^ I (fcall ofFcr fome confrJeration?, which may 
fervjp a^fo niany modvcs tp jrecoiicile us tpi and guickcjPi 

Ik fc/th^raaice-^ thisV^f-deAifil. ' * 

I. Firjl^ I am to Ihew you the .nature of the felf-denial re- 
coiiuijifA^^^kl tbete^t|cor ih how' tnany> refpedts we muft 
deny ourfclves in order to follow Jesus Christ. 

Nowas-^efacukies of the foul are diftinguiihed by the un* 
derftanding, will and afFedlions ^ fo in all thele muft each of 
us deny himfelf. We muft not lean to our own underftanding, 
being wife in our own eyesy and prudent in our own fight; 
but we muft fubmit our fhort-fightcd reafon to the light of 
divine revelation. There arc mytteries in religion, which are 
above, though not contrary to our natural reaCon : and thei©^ 
fore;, we^ (hall never become chriftians unlefs we caft dowA 
imaginations, '^ and every high thing that exalteth icfelf againft 
the,);t>Qwledge of Qqd, and bring into captivity every thought 
to.tbepbe;dience of Christ." it is in this refpec):, as well 
as p|her$, th^t w<p mufl become fools for Christ's fake, and 
acknowledge we know nothing without revelation, as we 
ought to know^ WemuS^: with all humility and reverence, 
enoil^racc thip truths revealed to us in the holy Icriptures \ for 
tbuff oiily can we become truly wife, even ** Wife unto fal- 
vaxion." It was matter of our blefled Lord's thankfgiving 
to his .^cavenly father, that he had. " hidden thefe things 
from the wife; and prudent, ai^id had revealed them unto 
bafai^3<*' And in thi$ refpeiS: alfo \ye muft "be converted and 
become as little children," teachable, and willing to follow 
the L^mb iiUQ whatfoever myfteries he (hall be pleafed to lead 
us^ and belieyd.and pra£tife all divine truths, not becaufe 
wecan d^:moAilrate them, but becaufe God, ^^ who cannot 
lye»" has ireveakd them to us. 

Henc^ then we may trace infidelity to its fountain head: 
for it is nothing elfe, but a pride of the underftanding, an 
unwiMingnjsf$ to fubmtt to the truths of God, that makes fp 
many, profeffing themfelves wife, to become fuch fools as to 
deity 'the. Lord, Who has fo dearly bought them; and dif- 
pute the divinity of that eternal Word, *' in whom they live, 
*' and move, and have their being:" Whereby it isjuflly to 
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be feared, they will Wiag upoA ihciqftltf^ fuie, if am Twift 
dcftruflion. ., . . 

But, as we muft deny pudjslves in ouT; luid^rftwdingf, fo 
muft we deny, or, as it might he more property r^dcrfd, re- 
nounce our wills : fhat is, we mu^ cn^e gyr pw^. wills no 
principle of action, but. 5' whether |ire eat or dripk,. or what- 
foever we do, we muft do all, (not mere}y.to pleajib ourleI?cs, 
but) to the glory of God." Not that we arc:^ therefore to 
imagine we are to have no pleafure in any thing we do ; *« Wif- 
dom's ways are ways of pleaGuitnefs ^*' but pleafing ourfelves 
muft not be the principal, but only the fMbordinate end o/ 
.our a£tions. 

And I cannot but particularly preb this do^ineupoa yoU| 
becauCe it is the grand fecret of our holy religion. It is thii, 
my brethren, that diftixigui(hes the .true chrlftiaa from tbe 
mere moralift and formal profeflbr ; and without which noae 
of our adions are accepuble in Goo'sTight :- For <^ if thine 
eye be Tingle,** fays our blefled Lord, Mattb. vi. 22* that isf 
if thou aimeft fimply to pleafe God, without any regard to 
thy own will, ^^ thy whole body, (or all thy anions) will be 
full of light I** agreeable to the gofpel, which is ca^ed light: 
*^ But if thine eye be evil, (if thine intention be diverted any 
other way) thy whole body, (all thy a^ons) will be full of 
darkncfs," finful and unprofitable, we muft not only do tbe 
will of God, but do it becaufe it is his will ; fikce we pray 
that ^^ GoD*s will may be done on earth as it is m heaves." 
And no doubt, the blefled angels oot only do every thing that 
God wiileth, but do it chearfully, out of this principle, be- 
caufe God wiileth it : And if we would live as we pray, we 
muft go and do likewife. 

But farther i as we muft renounce our wills in doing, fo 
likewife muft we renounce them in fuftering the will of God« 
Whatfoever bcfals us, we muft fay with good old EG, ^ Itii 
the Lord, let him do what feemetb him good ;** or vithone 
that was infinitely greater than EHy *< father, not my will| 
but thine be done.'* O Jesus, thine was aja innocent wiU, 
and yet thou renounccdft it : Teach us, even bs alfo, O oar 
Saviour 1 to fubnnic our wills to thine, in all tbe evils which 
{hall be brought upon us ; and in every thing enable us Cogiw 
thanks, fince it is thv blefied will coaceraing us ! 
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and wills, fo likewlfe in our affections. More psrticuls^rlyy 
wc ihttftd*fty<!mVfdV«the jf^lerf^ «nd felf- 

enjojrfncrtt' of rifcBdrr*** If any niJui 'will come after me, he 
Riuft forfak* all^iittd'tolfoiiir' toe/* And' igain (to ihcw tfa« 
utter inconfiftehcy 6f the love df the;thrngs of tins world 
with the loVe of the Rtther) he tells tiSj " uriiefs a man for- 
f^ke alt' that he hath, lie cannot be my difdplc/' 

Far be it ftom nie^td think that thefe texts are to be taken 
in a literal (enfe ; a[^ though they oBHged rich perfons to go 
fell all that theflAve and give to the poor, (for that would 
put it out of their power to be ferviceable to the poor for the 
future) bat however, they certainly imply thus much, that 
itr» are to fit ioofe t0, fd) and forfake all in aflfeAion, and be 
willing to part with every things when God (ball require it 
at dur hands : that is, as the apbftle obferves, we muft 
•* ufc the world as though we ufcd k not ;" and though we 
areht the World, W<^ muft not be oFit. We muft look upon 
ourfelves as ftewards, and not proprietors, of the manifold 
gifts of God ; provide firft what is necei&ry for ourfelves and 
for oUr houfliolds, and expend the reft, not in indulgencies 
aiid fuperfldous ornaments, forbidden by the apoftb, but in 
cloathing, feeding, ind relieving the naked, hungry, dif- 
treflfed difkiples of jEiuff ChkIst. This is what our biefTed 
Lo&D woiiitd have lis underftand by forfaking all, and in this 
icnfe muft each of us deny himfelf. ' 

I am ferifibhe th^t this will feem an hard' faying to many, 
wbo will be oiFended becaufe they are covetous, and *' lovers 
of pleifure more than lovers of God:** but if I yet pleafed 
fuch men, I Ibould not be the fervant of Christ. No, wo 
muft i^ot, like AhaVs falfe prophets, have a lying fpirit in our 
fliouths, but dtclare faithfully the whole will of God ; and 
like boneft Miciyah\ out of pity and compafiBon, tell men the 
-^trdthV thoiigh they msiy falfely think we prophecy hot good 
buf'cvU concerning them. 

But to prdceed : As we muft renounce Our affection for 
riches, fo likcwife ' out* afTedions for relations, when they 
ftand in oppoiition to oUf loVe of, and duty to Gob : For 
fhuB'faith the Saviour of the world : ^* If any man' will 
come after me, and hateth Ml bis father and moAer, 

his 



his children^ and brethren, and fifters^ yet and his 6wn ftfe 
alfo, he cannot be my difciple." Stnmge doArine thUf 
What, hate our own 'flefh ! What, hate the fiither tbit 
begat us, the mother that bare us I How can tbefe thingi' 
be? Can God contradidl himfelf ? Has Ke noitbid us to fio? 
nour our father and mother ? and yet we are here oooimanded 
to hate them.- How can thefe truths be reconciled i By iiN' 
terpreting the word hate, not in a rigorous and abfoliltii fenfry 
but comparatively : not as implying a total idtenation^ but a 
lefs degree of afFeflion. For thus our blefTed Saviour him-' 
felf (the beft and fureft expofitor of his own meaning) ex* 
plains it in a parallel text, Matth. x. 37. ^^ He that loveth 
father or mother more than me, is not worthy of me : He 
that loveth fon or dai^hter more than me, is hot worthy of 
me." So that when the perfuafions of our friends (as for oar 
trial they may be permitted to be) are contrary to the will of 
God, .we muft fay with Leviy ^' we have. not known themi*^ 
or, agreeably to our blefTed Lord's rebuke to Peter^ ^< Get 
you behind me, my adverfaries ; for you favour not the things 
that be of God, but the things that be of man." 

Farther, we muft deny ourfclves in things indifferent 2 for 
it might eafily be {hewn, .that as many, if not more^ peri(h 
by an immoderate ufe of things in themfelves indiQerent, as 
by any grofs fm whatever.. A prudent chriftian , therefore, 
will confider not only what is lawful, but what is expedient, 
alfo : not fo much what degrees of felf-denial beft futt his in- 
clinations her^, as what will moft eiFedlually break his will^ 
and fit him for greater degrees of glory hereafter* 

Lq/Ifyj To conclude this head, we muft renounce our owa 
righteoufnefs : For, though we fliould give all our ^oods ta 
feed the poor, and our bodies to be burned, yet, if we in the 
leaft depend on that^ and do not wholly rely on the perfied 
ali-fufHcient righteoufnefs of Jesus Christj it ^ill profit ui 
nothing. ^^ Christ is the end of the law for righteoiifnefi to 
every one that believcth,'* We are compleat in him, and hiinf 
only. Our own righceoufneiles are but as filthy rags. We muft 
count all things but dung and drofs, fo that we may be 
found in him, not having our own righteoufnefs, but the 
rightcoufncfa which is of God, through Jesus Christ ou< 
Lord. - , 

_ '^ -And . 



And if this iffi io&Tint of chriftianity Ms not iKe chrifi 
lian w«m;U thm aflccp I Ifnot, whence To tnuch Mf-rigKtt^ 
oufhe&y vAcnee tht. fUf-iadulgeiicc, whence the reigning 
love ofrichoi #hich we cverj^ where, tneec* with } --Abdve all, 
whence that predomiiialot greedixiefi after fedfud jpleafure^- 
that haa Of' ovea-ruii this finful nation^ that Wa» a pjout ftran- 
ger ta cfbinft aobligft us, he would be tempted to think fome 
lleatbea Ventis waa.wpiihipped here, and that temples were 
dedicated: tdi)6r (v^ice.^ But We have the authority of iA_ 
infpiredapoftle to affiro^. that they Who live in a found o| 
pleafure, «< are dead white they Kva/* Wherefore^ as' the? 
Holy Ohoft faith, <^ Awake thou that fleepeH, and arife front 
the dead^ and Christ (hall giv^ thee light.** But the power 
6£raifilig the fpiritually dead belongeth only unto Oob. Do 
thou therefore^ O Qolly Jastis, who by thy almighty word 
commandeft Lazarm to •0(]fnie;foi'A(». thoUgh he had lain iit 
the gnwe (onie days, fpeak alfo as efieAually to thefe fpiritu- 
ally dead fouls, wbom Satan for many years hath fo faft bound 
by fenfual pleafu/res» .that they are not fo much as able to lift 
up their eyes or hearu to heaven; 

IL But I pafs on tti the fecond general thihg piropofed, id 
£onfidcr the nniverfal obligation and reafonablenefs of thi$ 
• do'fih-lne of felf-deniaj. 

When our bleflfed mafle^ had beeoi difcourfihg publicly cori« 
cerning the watchfulnefs of the faithful and wife fteward^ 
his dKcipIes aflced him, '^ Speakeft thoU this parable to all, or 
enly to ua ?' - The laefie queftion I am aware has been^ an4 
wUi be put concerning the foregting d9£^ine : for too manyy 
unwilling to take ChiIist's eafy yoke upon them, in order ta 
evaide the force of the gofpel' precepts^ would prctfn^ that a(U 
tbofe comonnds concerning felf-denial,- and rehouncing our- 
feives and the v^orld, bdonged to Our Loip's jfiri^ and immd'* 
diata foUoavers, and xu>t to us or to our children. But fu^is 
perfons grestljr err$ hot knowing the ftriptdres, n<^r the p6wer 
of godlinefs in their hearts. For the do&ine of Jasu^ 
jChaxst, like his blefied felf, is *^ the fame yefii rday, to-day^ 
and for evor." What he faid unto one, he faid unto all^ 
even unto the ends of the world i *< If any aian will come 
•fierme, let him deny h^fel/:" and in the text it is parth- 
Vol. V. £e fularl^ 
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Cularly* mentioned that he faid it unto them all. And feft 
f/e fhoutd ftill abfurdly imagiae that this word all was to be 
confined to his apofties, .with whom he was then difcourfing, 
it is faid in another place, that Jk^us turned unto the mul- 
tttude and faid, ^^ If any man will come after me, and hateth 
not his father and mother, yea and his own life alfo, he can- 
not be my difciple." When our blefled Loud had fpoken a 
certain parable, it is faid, ^< the fcribes and Pbarifees were 
offended, for they knew the parable was fpoken againft them :" 
And if chriftians can now read thefe plain and pofttive texts 
of fcripture, and at the fame time not think they are fpoken 
of them, they are more hardened than Jews^ and more in- 
^ncere than Pharifees *. 

In the former part of this difcourfe I obferved, that the pre- 
cepts'concerning forfaking and felling all, did not oblige us in 
a literal fenfe, becaufe the (late of the church does not demand 
it of us, as it did of the primitive chriftians ; but ftill the fame 
deadnefs to the world, the fame abflemious ufe of, and rea- 
dinefs.to.part with our goods for Christ's fake, b as abfo- 
lutely neceflary for, and as obligatory on us, as it was on 
il^m. For though the church may differ as to the outward 
ftate of it, in different ages, yet as to the purity of its inward 
ftate, it was, is, and always will be invariably the fame. 
And all the commands which we meet with in the epifttes, 
about *^ mortifying our members which are upon the earth, 
of letting our aftedions on things above, and of not being 
s conformed to this world j" are biit fo many inconteflible 
proofs that the fame holinefs, heaven ly-mindednefs, and 
deadnefs to the'world, is as neceifary for us, as for ovr Lord's 
inrimcdiatc followers. 

But farther, as fuch an objection argues an ignorance of 
the fcriptures, fo it is a manifefl: proof, that fuch as make it 
are (Irangers to the power of godlinefs in their heart»« For 
iince the fum and fubflance of religion confifts in recovery 
from our fallen eilate in Jdamy by a new- birth in Christ 
Jesus, th«?re is.an abfolute neceiHty for us to embrace and 
pradife the felf-denial before fpoken of. If we are alive unto 
Goo, we (hall be dead to ourfelves and the world. If aH 
. thicigs belonging to the fpirit Uve arhl grow in us, all thingi- 
belonging to the old man muft die in us. We muft moarn 
* Law's CbrtJUati, Perfe^mu 
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tefore We arc eomfortcd, and receive the fpirit of bondage bt-^ 
fore we are bleffcd with the unfpeakiable privilege of the fpi^ 
rit of adoption^ and with a full aflurance of faith can fayj 
*^ Abba, Father." 

Were we indeed in a ftate of innocence^ and had we^ likci 
Adam before his fall, the divine image fully ftamped upon our 
fouls, we then ftiould have no need of felf-denial ; but fince 
we are fallen, fickly, difordered, felf- righteous creatures, we 
ftiuft neceffarily deny ourfelve8.(and count it our privilege to do 
fo) ere we c^n follow Jesus Christ to glory. To rejeft 
fuch a falutary practice on account of the difficulty attending 
it at firft, is but too like the obftinacy of a perverfe fick child, 
who naufeates and refufes the potion reached out to it by a 
fkilful phyfician or a tender parent, becaufe it is a little un^ 
grateful to the tafte. 

: Had any of us {t^nLa%atu% when he lay full of fores at the 
rich man's gate \ or "Job when he was fmitten with ulcers, 
from the crown of his head to the fole of his foot : And had 
we at'the fame time prefcribed to them fome healing medicines* 
•which, becaufe they might put them to pain, they would not 
apply to their wounds, (hould we not mod juftly think, that 
they were either fond of a diftempered body^ or were not fen- 
fible of their diftempers ? But our fouls, by nature, are in an 
infinitely more deplorable condition. than the bodies oi Job or 
La%aru5y when full of ulcers and boils : for, alas I ** our 
whole head is fick, and our whole heart faint, from the trown 
of the head to the fole of the foot, we are full of wounds and 
bruifes and putrifying fores, and there is no health ia us.** 
And if we are unwilling to deny ourfelves, and come ^fter 
•Jesus Christ in order to be cured, it is a fign we are not 
fenfible of the wretchednefs of our ftate, and that we are not 
tfuly made whole. 

- Even Naarnan^s fervants could fay, when he refufed (pur- 
'fuant to Elijha^s orders) to walh in the river Jordan^ that he 
might cure his leprofy, " Father, if the prophet had bid thee 
do fome great thing, wouldft thou not have done it ? How 
'much rather then, when he faith to thee^ wafli and be clean ?** 
Arid may not I very properly addrefs myfelf to you in the fame 
manner, my brethren ? If Jesus Christ, our great prophet, 
had bid you to do fome far more difiicult things would you 
* E e a not 
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hot bav<f iot\t it ? Much more then (boald yoti do it, ^hen 
he only bids you deny yourfelves what would certainly hurt 
you if indulged in^ and be will give you a crown of life. 

But to illtfftrate this by another comparifon : In the X2th 
diapter of the jl^Sf we read, that *< St. Petir was kept in 
prifoDy and was fleeping between two fofdiers, bound with 
two cbaiits : And behold a& angel of the Lokb came upon 
hint, and fmote PiU^ oil the fide^ faying, arife up quickly : 
And his ehains fell off from bis haAds/' But had this great 
apofile, infiead of rifing up quickly, and doing as the bleiTed 
angel commamded him, hugged his chains and begged that 
they might not be let fall from his bands, would not any one 
think that he was tn love with ftavtryy and deferved te be ex« 
tcuted ne^t morning ? And doea not the perfon who refiifo 
to deny htmfelf, a£i: as incollftllently, as this apoftie wouM 
have done if he had ^egleAed the means of his dettverance ? 
•For 6ur fouh, by nature, are i^n a fpifitual dungeon^ flecpiqg 
iand faft bound between the Work), th^ fiefli, and the devfl^ 
not with two but tbn thoufand chains of luits a/rd corruptions. 
Now Jesus Christ, like St. Pete/s good angel, by the 
power of his gofpet comet and opens the prifoh door, and 
bidft us •• deny owfehres and follow him." But rf we do not 
arife, ghd up the Idns of otiu* mrnd and fottoW him,* are we 
not in love with bondage^ and do we not deferve never to be 
delivered from it ? 

Indeed^ I wiH not affirm that this doflriifie ^f feff-deniai 
appears in this juft light to every one. N6, I am fcnlible 
that to the natural man it is fboKflinefs^ and to the young 
convert an hard faying. But what fays cur Saviour f ^' If 
iany man will do nfiy will, he (hall know of the dofiriilfy 
whether it be of God, or whether I fpeadc of myfetf." This, 
my dear friends, is the beft, the only way of convidioA : 
Let us up and be doing ; let us arife ^uickl^, ai^ deny our- 
felves, and the lr0R2> jEstis wrll remove thofe fcalei ftom tMe 
eyes of our minds, which now, like fo many veils, hinder iid 
from feeing clearly the reafonafelencfs^ neceiSty, and inexpret 
fible advantage of the do^^rine (hat tets been^ delivered. tM 
us but oncc.thus -fliew ourfelves meny anrf then the fpirit of 
God will move on the facd of our foulsy as he did once upon 
the face^of tbe great deep ; and caufe them fo edierge out of 
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Aat confiifcd chaoi, fn which they arc moft certainly now 
involved) if we are ftrangers an4 enemies to felf-denial and 
the crofs of Christ. 

III. Proceed we therefore now to the third and laft general 
thing propofed, to offer fome confiderations, which may ferye 
as fo many motives to reconcile us to, and quicken us in, the 
pradlife of this duty of felf-denial. 

1. And the firft means I (hall recommend to you, in order 
to reconcile you to this doctrine, is, to meditate frequently 
on the life of our blefied Lord and Mailer Jesus Christ. 
Follow him from his cradle to the crofs, and fee what a felf- 
denying life he led ! And (hall not we drink of the cup that 
he drank of, and be baptised with the baptifm that he was 
baptised with i Or think we, that Jesus Christ did and 
fufiered every thing in order to have us excufed and exempted 
from fufierings ? No, far be it from any fincere chriftian to 
judge after this manner : for St. Peter tells us, " He fuffcred 
for us, leaving us an example that we (hould follow his 
fteps." Had Christ, indeed, like thofe that fat in Aiofes* 
•chair, laid heavy burthens of felf>denial upon us, (fuppofing; 
they were heavy, which they are not) and refufed to touch 
them bimfelf with one of his fingers ; we might have had fome 
pretence to complain : But ftnce he has enjoined us nothing, 
but what he firfl put in pradife himfelf, thou art inexcufable, 
O difciple, whoever thou art, who wouldft be above thy 
perfecuted felf-denying mafter : And thou art no good and 
faithful fervant, who art unwilling to fuffer and fympathize 
with thy mortified, heavenlyrminded Lord. 

2. Next to the pattern of our blefied mafter, think often 
on the lives of the gloriouscompany of the apoftles, the goodly 
fellowihip of the prophets, and the noble army of martyrs ; 
who by a conftant looking to the author and fini(her of our 
faith, have fought the good fight, and are gone before us to 
inherit the promifes. View again and again, how holily, 
bow ielf-denyingly, how unblameably they lived : And if 
Helf-denial was neceffigry for diem, why not for us alfo i 
Are we not men of like paffions with them ? Do we not live 
!n the fame wicked world as they did i Have we not the fame 
^eod fpirit to affift, fupport, and pqrify us, ^s they had t 
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011(1 IS not the fame eternal inhericapce reached out to us, ^s 
was to, them ? And if we have the feme nature to change, the 
fame wicked world to withftand, the fame good fpirit to help, 
and the fame eternal crown at the end ; why fhould not wc 
lead the fame lives as they did i Do we think they did works 
of fupererogation ? if not, why do not we do at^ihey did i or 
why does your own church fet apart feftivals to commemorate 
the deaths and fufierings of the faints, but in order to excite 
you to follow them as they did Chhist. 

3. Thirdly, Think often on the pains of hell ; confider, whe- 
ther it is not better to cut pfFa right-handjor foot, and pull 
out a right-eye, if they offend u^ {or.caufe us to fin) " rather 
than to be caft into hell, where the worm dieth not, and the 
flrp is not quenched." Thinjc bow man,y thoufands there are 
now referved vvith damned fpirits in chains of da^knefs unto 
the judgment of the great day. And think withal, that this, 
this muft be our cafe (hortly, unlefs we are wife in time, deny 
ourfclves, and follow Jesus Christ. Think you, they now 
imagine Jesus Christ to be an hard matter; or rather think 
you nor, they would give ten thoufaqd times ten thoufand 
worlds, could they but return toJife again, and take Christ's 
eafy yoke upon them? A^d ^^^ ^^ dwell with cverlafting 
burnings more than they? No, if we cannot be^r this precept, 
deny yourfelves, take up your crofles ; how ihall we bear the 
irrevocable fentence, ** Depart from me, ye curfed, into ever- 
laftJDg fire, prepared for the devil and his angels?" But I hope 
thofe, amongft whom I am now preaching the kingdom of 
GoD^ are not fo difingenuous as to need to be driven to their 
duty by the terrors of the LoRp, but rather delire to be drawji 
by the cords of love. 

Lajily, Therefore, often meditate on the joys of heaven^: 
think, think with what upfpeakable glory thofip happy fouk 
arc now incircled, who when on earth were called to deny 
themfelves ^s well as we, and were not difobedient to that 
call : Lift up youi; hearts frequency, towards the manfionsof 
eternal blifs, and with an eye of faith, like Stephen, fee the 
heavens opened, and the Son of man with his glorious retinue 
of departed faints, fitting apd folacing themfelves in eternal 
joys. Hark! methinks I hear, them chanting forth their ever- 
lifting H(illel^jahs^ and echoing triumphant fpng^ of joy. A^i^ 
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do you not long, my brethren, to join this heavenly choir ? 
do not your hearts burn within you? As the hart panteth after 
the water brooks, do not your fouls fo long after the blefled 
company of fhefe fons of Qoo? Behold then a heavenly ladder 
reached down to you, by which you may climb to this holy 
hilh Let us believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and deny 
ourfelves ! By this alone, every faint that ever lived afcended 
into the joy of their Lord : And then, we, even we alfoihall 
ere long be lifted up into the fame moft blifsful regions, there 
to enjoy an eternal reft with the- people of God, and join with 
them in finging doxologies and fongs of praife, to the everlafl- 
uig, blefTed, all-glorious, mofl: adorable Trinity, for ever and 
ever. 

Which God of his infinite mercy grant, ^c» 
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Luke fe. 28 — 36, 

^d if cam to pafs abofut an ei^bt days after tbejefi^i^u 

he took Peter and John and James, and went up int9 

a mountain to fray. And as i?e prayed^ the fa/hum of 

bis countenance was altered^ and bis rayment was white 

andgUfiering. And beholdy thire talked with bim two 

piett, which tvere Mofes and Elias : who appeared in 

glory J and /pake of bis deceafe^ wbicb befhould accom^^ 

plijh at Jerufalem. But Peter and tb^ that were wiik 

bim^ were heavy witbjleep : and when they were awake^ 

they faw his glory ^ and the two men that fiood with. 

bim. And it came to pafs^ as they departed from bim^ 

Fttcr /aid unto Jesus, Mafter^ it is good for us to be 

bere •, and let ut make three tabernacles^ one for ihee^ 

and one for Mofes, and one for Elias : not knowing 

^bat he faid. While be thusfpakcy^ there came a cloud 

. and overfhadowed them^ and they feared as they entered 

into the cloud. And there can^ a voice out of tbe cloudy 

faying^ This is my beloved Son^ bear bim. And when 

the voice,waspafiy Jesv^ was found alone \ and fbey kept 

it clofCj and told no man in tbofe days any of tbofe things 

which they badfeen. 

WHEN the angel vn^ fent to tbe Redeemer's beloved 
difciple Jobn^ we are tpld that the angel faid unto 
him, *^ Conie up hither :" He wa^ to be exalted, to he 
' brought nearer heaven, that hi^ mind might be better pre* 
pared for thofe great oianifeftationS) which an infiaitely great 
.1 and 
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t)d condefcending GoD intended to vouchfafe him. And oil 
eading the verfes that you have juft now heard, when I alfo 
ee fuch a great and ferious aflembly convened in the prefence 
>f GoD» I think I muft addrefs you^ as the angel addreflbd 
h^n^ and (ay unto you, '* Come up hither;" leave your 
\ ;r]dly thoughts, for a time forget the earth. And as it is 
h<- Lord's*day, a time in which we ought more^ particularly 
JO think of heaven» I muft defire you to pray to God, that 
^^ may get up on Pifgah*t mount, and take a view of the 
3roniircd land. It is true, indeed, eye hath not feen, ear hath 
[lot heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of any man to 
conceive the great and good things, which God hath prepared 
for his people here ; much lefs, thofe infinitely greater and 
pu)re glorious things, that he haih laid up for them diat fear 
htm, in the eternal world : but, blefled be God ! though we 
are not yet in heaven, unlefs to be in Christ may properly 
he termed heaven, and then ail real chriftians are there already; 
yet, the bleflTed Jesus has been pleafed to leave upon record 
fome account of himfelf, of what happened to him in the days 
sf his ileih, and of feme mamfeftationi he was pleafed to 
l^rant to a few of his difciples ; that from what happened to 
diem here below*, we may form fome faint, though but a 
faint idea of that happineOs that awaits his people in his king- 
dom above. If any of you enquire, in what part of our 
)x>R]>'s life thofe inftances are recorded, I have aa anfwer 
feady : One of theft inftances, and that a very remarkable 
one, is recorded in the verfes that I have now chofen for the 
ffibjeA of ypur meditation* 

The verfes give us an account of what is generally cdtlled 
our Lord's Transfiguration \ his being wonderfully changed^ 
and his being wonderfully owned by his Father upon the 
fBount* Some think that this was done upon a fabbath-day ; 
^d the particular occafion of our blefled Lord's condefcend- 
ing to let his fervant^ have fuch a fight as this, we may ga- 
ther from the ayth verfe. It feems our blefled Lord had 
been promifing a great reward to thofe who Ibould not be 
alhamed of him : f^ Whpfoever fliall be afliamed of me and 
of my words, of him (hall the Son of Man be afliamed, when 
bf; (hall come in his own glory, and of his ^Father, and of the 
boly angels.** lo ti^8 |lutilefii|ig is imolied, a reward to thofe 
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who (hould not be alhamed of him : << But, (adds he) I tdl 
you of a truth) there be fome ftanding here, who (hall not 
tafte of death, till they fee the kingdom of God :" As much 
as to fay. There will be a day, when I will come in the glory 
of my Father and of his holy angels ; but I tell you there arc 
fome of my favourites ; I tell you of a truth, though you 
may think it too good news, there are fome of you that ftall 
not tafte of death, till ye fhall fee the kingdom of God. 
Some divines think, that this proroife has reference to our 
Lord's erefting a gofpel church ; and if we take it in this 
fenfe, it means that the Apoftles, who were then prefent, 
fome of them at leaft, (hould not die, till they faw Satan's v 
kingdom in a great meafure pulled down, and the Redeemer's 
gofpel-kingdom ereded. Some think it has a peculiar re- 
ference to John^ who it feems furvived all the other Apoftles, 
and lived till Christ came ; that is, till he came to de(h'oy 
Jnufalem. But it is the opinion of Mr. Henry^ of Bi(bop 
Hall^ of Burkit^ and others, who have written upon this 
paiTage, that our blefled Lord has a peculiar reference to the 
transfiguration upon the mount : " There be fome of yo« 
here, that (hall not tafte of death, till ye fee my transfigura- 
tion upon the mount ; till ye fee fome glorified faint come . 
down from heaven and pay me a vifit, and confequently fee a 
little of that kingdom of God, which ye (hall have a ftiH 
fight of, when ye come to glory." This feems to be the 
right interpretation. If you will look to the margin of your 
Bibles, you will fee the parallel place in Matthew^ where the 
account of our Lord's transfiguration is given, and there you 
will find it imqiediately follows upon this promife of our 
Lord. 

Well, as Christ had told them, that they (hould not 
tafte of death, till they had feen the kingdom of God, why 
the Evangelift, at the 28th verfe, tells us, *' It came topa6 
about an eight days after thefe. fayings, he took Peter^ and 
Johriy and James^ and went up into a mountain to pray." 
About an eight days ; that is, as Bi(hop Hall thinks, upon 
the fabbath-day ; or, according to fome, the fir ft day of the 
week, which was hereafter to be the chriftian fabbath ; our 
blefled Lord takes Peter^ Johrty and James r^V^hy did not the 
Lord Jesus Christ take iporc of bis difciplcs ? Why three, 
5 and 
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«nd thcfe three ? And why three only ? Our bleffed LoRp 
was pleafed to take three and no more^ to {how us that he is a 
fovereign agent ; to (how us, that though he loved all his 
difciples, yet there are fome to whom he is pleafed to allow 
peculiar vifits. He loved Petery and all the. other difciples^ 
yet John was the difciple that he peculiarly loved. And he 
took three rather than one, becaufe three were AifEcient to 
teftify the truth of his being transfigured : " Out of the 
mouth of two or three witneffes every word fhall be efta- 
bliflied." And he took no more than three, becaufe thefc 
three were enough. And he took thefe three, Petefy John^ 
amd Jamesy in particular, becaufe ihefe very perfons that were 
now to fee Christ transfigured, were hereafter to foe hicn 
agonizing in the garden, fweating great drops of blood falling 
unto the ground. And had not thefe three difciplcs fcen 
Christ upon the mount, the feeing him afterwards in the 
garden^ might have daggered them exceedingly : they might 
have doubted whether it was poiTible for the Son of God to 
be in fuch doleful circumftances. Well, our Lord takes 
thefe three " up into a mountain." Why fo? Becaafc 
Christ Jesus was to be like Mofes-, who was taken up into 
a mountain, when God intended to deliver unto him the 
moral law : And our blciTed Lord went up into a mountain, 
becaufe a mountain befriended devotion. When he had a 
mind to retire to pray to his Father, he w^.ent to fuch places 
where he could be mod fecret, aod .give the great^ft vent to 
his he^irt. Thus we are told, that once vrfien Piter prayed, 
it was upon the houfe-top. And if we have a mind to be 
near God, we (hould choofe fuch places as are.freeft from 
oftentation, and that moft befriend our communion with 
God, AMd what doth Christ, when he got up into a 
mountain ? We are told, he went up into a mountaio . ^' to 
pray.'' Christ had no corruption to confefs, and he had 
but few wants of his own to be relieved; yet we hear of 
Christ being qiuch in prayer ; we hear of his going up to 
a mountain to pray ; of his rifing up a great while before it 
was day to pray ; ai>d of his fpending a whole night in 
prayer to Gop* 

In the 29th verfe; you have an account of the ^e<^ of our 
]LoRp*s praying : '^ As he prayed> the faQiion of his pounte- 

nancc 



I 444 ] 
fiincc was altered, and his raiment was white and glitteriiig * 
I would have you cake notice, that our Lord was not changed 
uk relpect of his body, while be was going up to the mount, 
but woen he got upon the mount, and while engaged in 
prayer. It is fufficient that way for our fouls to be tram- 
lormed : the time we are more particularly to expe£l the in- 
flu«nccs olr GoD^s Spirit, is, when we are engaged in prayer. 
There kems to be a very great propriety in our Lord's being 
transfigured or changed upon die mount. I hope I need tn- 
jorm none of yoti^ that when Mofa went up to the mount of 
Goo, Goo was pleafed to fpeak to him face to face; and 
when he came down from the mount, the people of Ifroil 
^trmd that At^Jes'^s face ihone fo, that he was obliged to 
kav« a veil put upon his face. Now the ihining of Mrfe's 
iPKe, was a proof to the people, that Miofes had been con- 
wi&ng with God. And Mc/a told the people, «^ That tbt 
Lord would raife up unto them a prophet like unto him, 
whom the people were to hear.** God the Father, in order 
lo give his Son (confidering him as man) a teftimony thst 
ke was a prophet, was pleafed not only to let his face glitter 
or ibine ; but to ibow that he was a prophet far fuperior to 
JMr)^, he was pleafed to let his gaiment be white and gliller- 
ingt and ^* his countenance (as we are told by another Evan- 
flthfk) did (hine as the fun.*' What a change was here! 
What a fight ! Methinks I fee Pitn-y Jamesj and yobn fur- 
prised : and, indeed, well might the Evangeliil, confidering 
what happened, uihcr in the following part of the flory 
with the vimrd BtbcU ; *^ Behold, there talked with him two 
vien, Afif/is and EHas : And in the 31ft verfe, yon have an 
account of their drefs, " They appeared in glory 5** and ef 
their difcourfe, *' They (pake of his deceafe which he (hould 
accompIi& at Jinifalem.** 

** Behold, two men, which were Afofis and EHas ;** tbefe 
virere two very proper perfohs to come upon this embafly to 
the Son of God. Afofes was the great lawgiver, Elws was 
the great rcftorer of the law : The body of Atafes witi hidden 
and never found, £iias's body was tranflated immediately, 
and carried up in a fiery chariot tO heaven : And it may he 
that this was done particularly, becaufe thefc two were here- 
atKr to have the honour of waiting upon the Son of God. 
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^^ They appeared in glory ;'* that is, their bodies were now 
in that glorious habit, in which the bodies of believers are to 
be at the morning of the refurredlion. Christ was, as ic 
were, now fitting in his royal robes ; and as it is ufual for 
ambafiadors, when they are to be admitted into the king^s 
prcfence, on bringing a meflage from one king to another, to 
appear in all their grandeur, to make the meflage more foletnn ; 
fo here, thefe heavenly mefiengers being to wait upon tho 
Lord Jesus Christ, are invefted as with royal dignity, they 
appeared in glory, and <^ they fpake of his deceafe which be 
fliould accomplifb at Jtruf^m^^ they came to tell the Re- 
deemer of bis fufFerings, and of the place of his fufFerings, and 
to acquaint bim, that his fufFerings, however great, however 
bitter, were to be accnmplijhed\ that there was to be an end put 
to them, as pur Lord himfelf fpeaks, ^^ The things concern- 
ing me are to have an end/' What other particulars they 
fpoke to our Lord, we are not told. But what efFedl this 
had upon the difciples, you may learn from the TflA verfe, 
^^ Ptier^ and they that were with him, were heavy with 
flecp/' 

We are not to fuppofe, that Piter^ Jama and John^ were 
now ailecp in a literal fenfe ; no, if we compare this, with 
another paflage of holy writ, I mean the account given us of 
DaniePs being impreiTed and overcome, when he faw the angel 
of the Lord, you will find that this fleep implies what we 
call a fwoon. They were overcome with the fight of the glory 
6f Christ's garments, the gliftering of his body, and the 
glory in Mofes and Elias appeared: thefe quite overcame them^ 
funk them down, and, like the Qyeen of Sheba^ when (he faw 
S$lomon\ glory, they had no life in them. But they recovered 
tbemfelves : ** when they were awake," that is, when they bad 
recovered their ilrength, when QO0 had put ftrength into 
thero^ as the angel put ftrength into Daniely ^^ they faw his 
glory^ and the two men that flood with him/' And boW do 
^ou thinli they gazed upoA Christ ? how may we fuppofe 
they fixed their eyes upon Mofes and Eliai ? PiUr, Who wa# 
always the firft fpeaker^ out of the abundance of his hearty 
fpoke upon this occafion. Verfe 33^ '^ And it came to pafs aa 
they depajt'ted from him, Piter (aid unto Jesus, Mafter, it is 
jood for us to be here^ and let us make three tabernacles, one 

for 



[ 446 ) 

for thee, and one for Mofes^ and One for Eliasj not knowing 
what he faid." Peter^ when he had drank a littfc of Christ'i 
new wine, fpeaks like a perfbn intoxicated j he was over- 
powered with the brightnefs of the manifeftation. ** Let us 
make three tabernacles, one for thee, and one for Mafes^ and 
one for Elias" It is well added, " not knowing what he 
faid." That (he (hould cry out, " Maftcr, it is good for in 
to be here," in fuch good company, and in fo glorious a con- 
dition, is no wonder ; which of us all would not have been 
apt to have done the fame ? But to talk of building taberna- 
cles, and one for Christ, and one for Mffes^ and one 
for £//tfJ, was faying fomcthing for which Peter himfelf moft 
ftand reproved. Surely, Peter^ thou waft not quite awake ! 
thou talked like one in a dream: If thy Lord had taken thee 
at thy word, what a poor tabernacle wouldft thou have had, 
in comparifdn of that houfe not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens, in which thou haft long fince dwelt, now the 
earthly houfe of the tabernacle of thy body is diflblved ? What! 
build tabernacles below, and have the crown, before thou haft 
borne the crofs ? O Peter ^ Peter! ** Matter, fpare thyfelf," 
flicks too too clofely to thee : And why fo felfifh, Peter ? Careft 
thou not for thy fellow difciples that are below, who came 
net up with thee to the mount ? careft thou not for the pre- 
cious fouls, that are as fheep having no fliepherd, and muft 
perifti forever, unlefs thy Matter defcends from the mount to 
teach, and to die for them ? wouldtt thou thus eat thy fpi- 
ritual morfels alone ? Befides, if thou art for building taber- 
nacles, why mutt there be three of them, one for Christ, 
and one for Mofcs^ and one Tor EKds ? are Christ and the 
prophets divided ? do they not fweetly harmonize and agree in 
one ? did they not prophefy concerning the fufFerings of .thy 
Lord, as well as of the glory that fliould follow ? Alas, how 
unlike is their converfation to thine ? Afofes and Eiias came 
down to talk of fufFering, and thou art dreaming of building I 
Tcnow not what tabernacles. Surely, Peter, thou art fo High 
upon the mount, that thy head runs giddy. 

However, in the midft of thefe infirmities, there was fomc- 
thing that* befpokc the honefty and integrity of his heart. 
Though he knew not very well what he faid, yet he was not 
fo ftupid as his pretended fucceffor at Rome, Ht does not faU 
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down and worftiip thefe two departed faints, neither do I hear 
him fay to either, Ora prg ncbis^ he had not fo learnt Chri^T; 
no, he applies himfelf direftly to the head, " he faid unto 
Jesus, Matter, it is good for us to be here." And though 
he was for building, yet he would not build without his Maf- 
tcr*s leave. " Mafter, let us build," or, as St. Mark vrords 
it, ** wilt thou that we build three tabernacles, one for thee, 
and one for Mofes^ and one for Elias?" I do not hear him add, 
and one for James^ and one for Johriy and one for Peter. No, 
he would willingly ftay out with them upon the nioutit, though 
it was in the cold and dark night, fo that Christ and hrs hea- 
venly attendants were taken care of. The fweetnefs of f«ch a 
heavenly vifion, would more than compehfate for any bodily 
iufFering that might be the confcquence of their longer abode 
there: nay farther, he doe$ not defire that either Christ, or 
•Mofes^ or EHaSy fhould have any trouble in building; neither 
does he fay, let my curates, James and John^ build, whilft I fit 
idle and lord it over my brethren; but he faysj " let us build ;" 
he will work as hard, if not harder than either of them, and 
defire to be diftingui&ed only by his a6tivity, enduring hard- 
nefs, and his zeal to promote the welfare of their common 
Lord and Mailer. 

Doubtlefs, Peter had read how the glory of the Lord filled 
the tabernacle, and the temple of old ; and now Jesus is trahf- 
figured, and Mofes and Elias appear in' glory, he thmks it right 
that new tabernacles fhall be erefled for them. Such a mix- 
ture of nature and grace, of fliort-fightednefs and infirmity, 
is there in the moft ardent and well-meant zeal of the very 
beft of men, when neareft the throne of grace, or even upon 
vthe mount with God. Perfedlion in any grace muft be 
looked for, or expeSed, only among the fpirits of juft men 
made perfeft in heaven. Thofe who talk of any fuch thing 
on earth, like P^/^r, they know not what they fay. 

But how came Peter fo readily to diftinguifti which was 
Mofes^ and which was Elias? He feems to fpcak Without the 
leaft hefitation, ** Let us build three tabernacles, one for thce^ 
und one for Mofes^ and one for Elias^^ as though he was very 
well acquainted with them, whereas they had both been dead, 
long, long before Peter was born. Was there, do you imagine, 
any thing diftinguilhing in their, apparel? or anything in thetr 
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converiatjcm that difcovered them? or rather, did hCiDot know 
them here on the mount, as wc may from heifce infer, that 
departed faints do, and will know each other in heaven, eveq 
by intuition and immediate revelation ? But alas ! how tran* 
fient are our views of heaven, during our fojourning here oq 
earth: Verfe 34. " Whilft he thus fpake," whM J^eur was 
talking of building tabernacles, whilft he was faying, <« it. is 
good for us to be here," whilft he was dreaming that h;9 
mountain was fo ftrong that it never could be moved, '^ ther9 
came a cloud and overfhadowed them." St. Matibiw ckh 
Icrves, it was a bright cloud, not dark like that on mount 
Sinai^ but bright, becaufe the gofpel opens to us a far more 
bright difpenfation than that of the law. This overfhadowcd, 
mnd thereby not only filled them with an holy awe, but alfo 
icreened them, in fome meafure, from the brightnefs of that 
glory with which they were now furrounded, and which othcTi- 
wife would have been infupportable. This cloud was like the 
veil thrown on tlie face of Mofesy and prepared thein for the 
voice which they were foon to hear coming out of ic. I am 
not much furprized at being informed by St. JMattbeWy that 
^^ they feared as they entered into the cloud, op- by St. Mark^ 
that ** they were fore afraid." For fince the fall, there is fucb 
ft confcioufnefs in us all of defarved wrath, that we camiot 
help fearing when we enter into a cloud, even though j£$u$ 
Christ himfelf be in the midft of it. Ah Pner^ where is thj 
talk of building tabernacles now ? is thy ftrong mountain k 
quickly removed ? what, come down fo foon ? why do we not 
now hear thee faying, '^ It is good for u^ to be here ?" Alas ! b^ 
and his fellow difciples are quite ilruck dumb.; fee bow the/ 
tremble, and, like Mofes upon another occafion, exceedingly 
quake and fear. But how quickly are thofe fears difpelled, 
how foon is the tumult of ^their minds hufhcd and calnei), 
with that foul-reviving voice that came from the escelieni 
glory, verfe 33, " This is my beloved Soni hear him." 

St. Mark and St. Matthew add ^^ in whom I am well 
pleafed." The fame tefiimony that Goo the Father gave to 
the bleiTed Jf.su« at his baptifm, before he entered upon bt# 
temptation, is now repeated, in order to ftreogthen and pre- 
pare him for his impending agony in the garden. Pr<»ba- 
bl]^9 it was a fmall (lili though articulate voice, mtetided r.eir 
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ther witfa- thuncler noi" lightning, nor the kinii tif d frufnpetik 
but, s^reeable to the bleiTed news which it contained, ufheredL 
in with tokens of unfpeakable coxnplacency and love. Goia^ 
the Fatberj hereby gives Mofis and Elias a folemn difcharg^^ 
«s though they were fent from heaven on purpofe to give up 
their commiffion to their rightful Lord, and like the morn- 
ing ftar, difappear when the Sunr of Righteoufnefs himfelf 
arifes to bring in a gofpel day. ' <' This is my beloved Son^ 
tear Him.^' But the emphafis tipoh the word this ; this Soil 
of Man, this Jfisus, whom you are fhortly to fee in a bloody 
iweat, blindfolded, fpit upon ^. buffeted^ fcourged, and at lengtl| 
hanging upon a tree, I am not afhamed to own to be mj^ 
8on^ my only begotten Son^ who was with me before th^ 
heavens were made^ or the foundations of the earth wer«| 
laid > my beloved Son, in whom I am Well pleafed, in whott^ 
tny foul delighteth, and whom I do by thefe prefents^ publicljT 
^onftitute and appoint to be the king^ prie^:^ ahd prophet oC 
the church* •* Hear ye Him." No longer look to Mofi{ 
or Eliasj no longer expedt to be faved by the works of the 
law ; but l^ the preaching and application of the ever-bleife4 
gofpel. Hear ye him$ fo as to brieve on^ love, ferve^ obey^ 
^mdi if needs be, to die and lay down your very lives for him^ 
«* Hear him j** hear what he hath to fay, for he comes with ^ 
commiffion from above. Hear his do£lrine ; hear him^ fo af 
to obey him ; hear him^ fo as to put in practice his precepts^ 
and copy after his good example. 

In the 36th verfe, we have the clofe 6f this heavenly feaft| 
*' When the voice was paft^ J Jsus was found alone ; an4 
they kept it clofe^ and told no man in thofe days, any of 
thofe things which they had feeri.^* If we compare this^ 
with the account which the other Evangelifis give of otit 
blefled LoiiD's transfiguratioi>, you will find this was done bji 
Christ's order : Peteri JameSj and jfohrii would otherwifi^ 
have gone down and told the whole worlds that they had feea 
the Lord Christ upon the mouht of transfiguration ; but 
our Lord ordered them to keep it filcnt. Why fo ? If they 
had gone down from the mounts and told it t/b the other dif-* 
ciplesj it might have raifed ill blood in the others ; they 
iliight have faid, Why did our Matter fingle Out Peter ^ Jamef^ 
and John? ^Why might not we have b*d the privilege of 
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going up to the mount as well as they ? Had they faid, that 
their Lord was transfigured, people would not have bclicfcd 
them ; they would have thought, that Peter, James^ and ^Wi 
were only cnthufiafts ; but if they kept it till after his refur- 
nr^lion, and he had broken the gates of death, for them then 
to ray> that they faw him upon the mount transfigured, 
would corroborate the evidence. 

I have thus paraphrafed the words for your better under- 
ftandtng the account the Evangelift gives of our bleffed 
Loito'^s transfiguration ; but I have not yet done ; I have 
bom fpeuktng to your heads ; the practical part is yet to 
come. O that Gop may reach your hearts J And though, 
according to order, I ought to begin with the pradical in- 
ferences that might be drawn from the firft part ; yet, I think 
it beft to fliow you, who are the people of God, cfpecially 
you young converts, that have honefty, but not much pru- 
i)eftce> what inftrudions our Lord would here have you to 
ktrn^ 

** When die voice was paft, Jesus was found alone, and 
tftey kept it clofe, and told no man in thofe days any of thofe 
things which they had feen." There is nothing more cooi- 
0ioii> when God vouchfafes communications to a poor foul, 
than for the perfon that enjoys them, to go and tell all that 
ke has feen and felt, and often at improper feafons and to im« 
proper perfons. I remember that Mr. Henry obferves, " J*- 
fipb had more honefly than he had policy, or elfe he would 
never have told his brethren of his dreams." Young chrif- 
tians are too apt to blunder thus : I am fure it is a fault of 
which I have been exceedingly guilty, fpeaking of things 
which, perhaps, had better been concealed ; which is a fault 
GoD*s people arc too apt to fall into. Though it is good for 
thofe that have feen Christ, and that have felt his love, to tell 
Others what God hath done for their fouls ; yer, however you 
may think <rf it now, when you come down from the mount, 
and know yourfelves a little, ye will find reafon often to hold 
your tongue. Young chriftians are like children, to whom 
if you give a little money in their pocket, they cannot be 
^uiet till they have fpent it upon fomething or other : young 
^hriftians, when they get a little of God, are ready to talk 
too much of it. They fhould therefore beware, and know 
^hca to fpeak, and wbQO to be-fiknt. 

• . But 



[ 45t 1 

But, my dear friends, did our Lord JesCs Christ* tal^tf 
PiteTj Jamei^ and John into a mountain to pray ? Are any 
of you fathers, mothers, matters and miftrefifes of families? 
Learn then from hence to take your children, your fervants, 
and thofe that belong to you, from the world, at certain 
times, and not only pray for them, but pray with them. If 
Christ did thus, who had few wants of his own to be fup- 
plied, and nothing to confefs and lament over j if Christ was 
fuch a lover of prayer, furely, you and I, who have fo many 
wants to be fupplied, fo many corruptions to mourn over ; 
you and I (hould fpend much time in prayer. I do not fay 
that you are to lock yourfelves up in your clofets, and not 
mind your (hops or farms, or worldly bufinefs ; I only fay^ 
that you fhould take care to hufband all your time : and if 
you are Got»'s children, you will frequently retire from the 
world, and feek a vifit from your GoD. 

Was the Lord Jesus transformed or transfigured, while he 
was praying ? Learn hence, to be much in fpiritual prayer. 
The way to have the foul transformed, changed into, and 
made like unto God, is frequently to converfe with GoD. 
We fay, a man is as his company. Perfons by converfing to- 
gether,' frequently catch each others tempers: and if you 
have ^' mind to imbibe the divine temper, pray much. And 
as Christ's garments became white and gliftering, fo fhall 
your fouls get a little of God's light to ftiine upon them. 

Did Mops and Elias appear in glory ? Are there any old 
£lints here ? I doubt not but there are a confiderable nuniber. 
And are any of you afraid of death ? Do any of you carry 
about with you a body that weighs down your immortal 
foul ? I am fure a poor creature is preaching to you, that 
every day drags a crazy load along. But come, believers, 
come, ye children of God, come, ye aged decrepid faints, 
come and trample upon that monfter death. As thou goeft 
over yonder church-yard, do as I know an old excellent 
chriftian in "Maryland did ; go, fit upon the grave, and 
tneditate on thine own diflblution. Thou maycft, perhaps, 
have a natural fear of dying : the body and the foul do not 
care to part without a little fympathy and a groan ; but O 
look yonder, look up to heaven, fee there thy Jesus, thy 
Redeemer, and learn, that thy body is to be falhioned here- 
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after like unto Christ's moft glorious body; that poor hoiy 
which is now fubje£l to gout and gravel, and that thou canft 
fcarce drag along ; that poor body, which hinders thee fo 
much in the fpiritual life, will ere long hinder thee no more: 
it (hall be put into the grave ; but though it be Town in cor- 
ruption, it fball be raifed in incorruption ; though it is fown 
in difhonour, it (hall be raifed again in glory. This confider- 
ation made bl€(red Paul to cry out, ** O death, where is^thy 
fling ! O grave, where is thy viflory ! " Thy foul and body (hall 
be united together again, and thou (halt be <* for ever with 
the Lord." Thofe knees of thine, which perhaps are hard 
by kneeling in prayer j that tongne of thine, which hath 
fung hymns to Christ ; thofe hands of thine, which have 
wrought for God ; thofe feet, which have ran to Christ'i 
ordinances ; (hall all, in the twinkling of an eye, be changed; 
and thou (halt be able to ftand under an exceeding and an 
eternal weight of glory. Come then, ye believers in Christ, 
look beyond the grave ; come, ye dear children of God, and 
however weak and fickly ye are now, fay, Blefled be Goiv 
I (hall foon have a body ftrong, full of vigour and of glory. 

But as this fpeaks comfort to faints, it fpeaks terror t& 
finners, to all perfons that live and die out of Christ. It is 
the opinion of Archbi(hop UJhiTj that as the bodies of the 
faints (hall be glorified, fo the bodies of the damned (hatl be 
deformed. And if this be true, alas I what a poor figure will the 
fine ladies cut, who die without a Christ ! What a poor figure 
will the fine gentleman cut in the morning of the refurre£tion, 
that now drefTes up his body, and at the fame time negleds 
to fecure an intereft in Christ and eternal happinefs ! It is 
the opinion, likewife, of Archbiihop UJber^ that damned fouls 
will lofe all the good tempers they had here ; fo that though 
GoD gave unregenerate people a confiitutional meeknefsi 
good nature, and courage, for the benefit of the common- 
wealth ; yet, the ufe of thele things being over, and they 
having died without Christ, and it being impoffible tber^ 
will be an appearance of good in hell, their good tempers 
will be for ever lo(L If this be fo, it is an awful confider* 
ation ; and I think perfons who love their bodies, (bpuld alfo 
hence take care to fecure the welfare of their fouls* 
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Did Petir know which was Mofes and which Ellas ? Then 
I think, and God be praifed for it, it is plain from this and 
other pafiages of fcripture, that we fliall know one another 
when we come to heaven. Dives knew Lazarus : ** Father 
Akrabam^ fend Lazarus :" And we are told, ** he faw Lazarut 
fitting in AkrahanCs bofom." Adam knew his wife Eve*^ 
though taft into a deep deep when Qod made her out of hit 
rib, yet, by a kind of intuition, he fays, ♦« This is bone of 
my bone, and flefli of my flefh/' And it is on this account, 
that the Apoftle, fpeaking to the PhiUppians^ fays, " Ye are 
my joy and crown of rejoicing, in the day of the Lord." 
What comfort will this be to a fpiritua) father ! Says one. 
Here is the man, O Lord Jesus, that brought my foul to 
tafte o^ thy love ; fays another. This is the man, that at 
fuch a time, and with fuch words, ftruck my heart : thou, 
O Lord, knoweft it. Then the fpiritual father will rejoice 
over his children. You that have met and have prayed toge- 
ther, fighed and fympathized together, and told your tempta* 
tions to one another, (ball be for ever with the Lord and 
with each other. There we {hall fee Abraham^ Ifaacy and 
yacob fitting, with all the redeemed company \ and we (hall 
know the names of every one mentioned in the book of God. 
O bleflcd profpea ! O blcfled time ! Who that thinks of 
this, of feeing the Lamb fitting upon the throne, with all 
God's people about him, but muft dcfire to go to heaven^ 
and be for ever, for ever with the Lord. And if there is 
fuch comfort for believers to know one another in heaven, 
with what comfort may any of you, that have loft fathers^ 
mothers, or friends, think of them : we are parted for a little 
while, but we fhall fee them again. My father died in 
Christ, my mother died in th^ Lord, my hufband, my 
wife, was a follower of Jesus ; I {hall fee them, though not 
now J I (hall go to them, but they (hall not return to me j 
This may keep you from forrowing as perfons without hope ; 
and keep you from being fo cruel, as to wifh them to come 
down to this evil world* 

But O what a dreadful confideration is this for damned 
fouls ! I believe, that as glorified fpirits will know one ano- 
ther, fo will damned fouls know one another too. And as the 
company of the blciled increafes the bappinefs of heaven, fo 
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the company of thfc damned W'iil increafe* their torments. Wliat 
made Drives to put up that petition ? *' I have five brethren i 
fend fomebody to my father's houfe to teftify unto tbem, 
left they alfo come into this place of torment*'* One would 
imagine at firft reading, that hell had made Dives charitable, 
and that though he was ill natUrcd on earth, yet he bad ac- 
quired fome good nature in helL No, no, there is not a 
fpark of good na^ture in the place of torment. But Divn 
knew, if his five brethren came there, they might fay, Wq 
may thank you, next to an evil heart, for coming hither; you 
made us drink healths, till we were drunk ; you taught us 
to game, to curfe, to fwear, &c. He knew very welJ, that 
his five brethren being brought to hell by his exanlple, heli 
would be heated five times hotter to torment his foul. One 
will cry out, Curfed be the day that ever I was companioa 
Mfith fuch an one in fin; curfed be the day that everwo 
hearkened to one another's advice, and were allured by each 
others example to fin againft GoD. 

But did a cloud overlhadow Peter ^ yames^ and yohn? were 
heavenly and divine vifits here but (hort ? Then wonder not, 
ye people of God, if ye are upon the mount one hour, and 
down in the valley of the (hadow of death the next. Ther5 
is nothing in the world more common, after you have been in 
a good frame, than for a cloud to overfliadow you. We gene- 
rally fay, '* It, is good to be here," and often make a Christ 
pf our graces ; and therefore the Lord fends a cloud to over*: 
fliadow us. But never, fear 5 God fhall fpeak to you out of 
the cloud ; GoD will reveal himfelf to you ; this cloud (hall 
foon be gone ; ere long we (hall be in heaven, and in that 
glory where no cloud can poffibly reach us, 

I can now only mention one thing more, and that is, Did, 
the Father fay, " This is my beloved Son, hear him ?" then 
let every one of our hearts echo to this teftimony given of 
Christ, " This is my beloved Saviour." Did God fo lore 
the world, as to fend his only begotten Son, his well beloved 
Son to preach to us ? then, my dear friends, hear Him* 
What God faid feventeen hundred years ago, immnediately by 
a voice from heaven, concerning his Son upon the mount, 
that fame thing God fays to you immediately by his word,, 
s^ Hear him/' if ye never beard him before, hear him now% 
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Hear him fo as to take him to be your prophet, pried, and 
your king ; hear him, fo as to take him to be your God and 
your all. Hear him to-day, ye youth, while it is called to- 
day ; hear him now, left God fhould cut you ofF before ybu 
have another invitation to hear him ; hear him while he cries, 
** Come unto me ;" hear him while he opens bis hand and 
his heart; hear him while he knocks at the door of your 
fouls, left you {hpuld hear him faying, ** Depart, depart, ye 
curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared for the devil and his 
amgels." Hear him, ye old and grey-headed, hear him, ye ^ 
that have one foot in the grave ; hear him, I fay ; and if ye 
are dull of hearing, beg of God to open the ears of your 
hearts, and your blind eyes j beg of God that you may have 
an enlarged and a -believing heart, and that ye may know 
what the Lord God faith concerning you. God will refent 
it, he will avenge himfelf on his adverfaries, if you do not 
hear a blefled Saviour. He is God's fon, he is God's be- 
loved fon J he came upon a great errand, even to (hed his 
precious blood for ftnners ; he came to cleanfe you from all 
fin, and to fave you with an everlafting falvation. Ye who 
have heard him., hear him again ; ftill go on, believe in and" 
obey him, and by-and-by you fliail hear him faying, *' Come, 
yc blefted of my Father, receive the kingdom prepared for' 
you from the foundation of the world." May God grant it 
to you all, for the Lord Jesus Christ's fake, Amfti^ an4 
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SERMON XXXI, 

The Care of the Soui ufgcd as the one thing 
nccdfiih 



Luke X. 42: 
But one thing is medfuJf 

IT wa$ the gmiable chara£kr of ow: bleSed S^edeemer, that 
" he went about doing good," this ^reat motive, which 
animated all his aiSions^ brought hiqfi tp the boufe of \m 
friend LazaruSy at Bethany^ and djce^d bis beh^u^iour ther^ 
Though it was a feafon of receis from public labour, our 
Lord brought the fentiments and the pious cares of a preacher 
of righteoufnefs into the parlour of a friend ; and there bis 
dodrine dropped as the rain, and diftilled as the dew^ on the 
little happy circle that were then furrounding him. Mary^ 
ikiQ [iHer of Lazarus^ with great delight made one amongft 
them; (he feated herfelf at the feet of Jesus, in the poftuie 
of an humble difciple ; and we have a great deal of reafon to 
believe, that Martha, his other fifter, would gladly have beeq 
with her there ; but domeftic cares preiTed hard upon her, 
and ** (he was cumbered with much ferving," being, per-? 
baps, too folicitous to prepare a fumptuous entertainment for 
her heavenly mafier and the train that attended him. Happy 
are they, who in a crowd of bufmefs do not lofe fomething 
of the Spirituality of their minds, and of the compofure and 
fweetnefs of their tempers. This good woman copies to our 
Lord with too impatient a complaint j infinuating fome little 
refleflion, not only on Mary, but on himfelf too. ** Lord, 
doft thou not care that my fifter hath left me to ferve alone ? 
§id her^ therefore, that fhe help me," Our Lord, willing 
to take all opportunities of fqggefting ufeful thoughts, an- 
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fsrers ber in diefe vrardst of which the text it a part, << il£ir« 
iha^ MarAa^ thou art carefiti and troitUed about many things, 
but one thing is needful } and Mary has chofen that good part, 
which fliall not be taken away from her/' Alas, MartbB I 
Hci^ concerns of the foul are of lb much greater importance 
than thofe of the body, that I cannot blame your fifler on 
(bis occafion : I rather recommend her to your imitation, and 
icaution you, and all my other friends^ to be much on your 
guard, that in the midft of your worldly cares, you do not 
Jofe iight of what much better deferres your attention. 

I (hall confider thefe words, ^' One thing is needful,'' as 
a kind of apborifm', or wife and weighty fentence, which 
dropped from the mouth of our blefled Redeemer, and is evi- 
dently worthy of our moil ferious regard* i (hall, 

I. Confider what we are to underftand by '* Xhe o^ 
thing" here fpoken of. 

II. Shew you what is intended, when it is iaid to be the 
one thing nudfuU 

III. I will (hew how juftly it may be fo rcprefentcd, or 
prove that it is, indeed, the one thing needful. And 
then conclude with fome reflections. 

My friends, the words which are now before us, arc to 
this day, as true, as they were feventeen hundred years ago. 
get your hearts to attend to them. O chat you may, by di- 
vine grace, be awakened to hear them with a due regard, 
and be fo imprefTed with the plain and ferious things which 
are now to be fpoken, as you probably would, if I were fpeak* 
xng by your dying beds, and yon bad the near and lively view 
of eternity ! 

Firft^ I am to confider, what we are to underftand by the 
^' one thing needfi^l." 

Now in a few words, it is the *' Cart ofthefoul^^ oppofed, 
as you fee in the tiext, to the care, the exceffive care of the 
body ; to which Martha was gently admoniAied by our Lord. 
This is a general anfwer, and it comprehends a variety of im- 
portant particulars, which is the bufinefs of our miniftry o/- 
(pfi to open to you at large : The care of the foul, implies a* 
3 feadinefs 



readioefs to hear the words of Christ, to feat ourfelires with 
M^ry at his feet, and to receive both the law and the gofpet* 
iirom his mouth. It fuppofes, that we learn from -this divine 
teacher the worth of our fouls, their danger, and their re- 
medy; and that we become above all things folicitous about 
their eternal falvation. . That, heartily . repenting of all our 
fins, and cordially believing the everlafting gofpel, we receive 
the Lord Jesus Christ for righteoufnefs and life, refiifig* 
our fouls on the value of his atonement, and the efficacy of 
his grace. It imports, the fincere dedication of ourfelves to* 
the fervic^.of God, and a faithful adherence to it, nocwith- 
ftanding all oppofitions arifing from inward corruptions, or^ 
outward temptations ; and a refolute perfeverance in the way 
of gofpel dependance, 'till we receive theend of our fiaith iir 
our compleat falvation. This is the " one thing needful," 
reprefented indeed in various fcriptures by various nani$s. 
Sometimes it is called ^' Regeneration,^ or *' the new crea- 
ture," becaufe it is the blefled work of God's efficacious 
grace. Somctimesthc '* Fear of God," and fometimes *' bis 
love, and the keeping his commandments;" and vdry fre- 
quently in the new teftament it is called ** faith," or .'' Re- 
ceiving Christ, and believing on him," which therefore is. 
reprefented as the *' great work of God," John vi. 29. the 
great thing which God in his glorious gofpel requires, as well 
as by his fpirit produces in us: each of thefe, if rightly un- 
derftood and explained, comprehends all that I have faid on 
this head. On the whole, we may fay, that, as the body is 
one, though \x. has many members, and the foul is one, 
though it has many faculties, fo in the prefent cafe, this real' 
vital religion is " one thing," one facred principle of divincf 
life, bringing >us to attend to the care of our fouls, as of our 
greateft treafure. It is one things, notwithftanding all the^ 
variety of views inrwhich it may t>e xonfidered, and of cha- 
raders under which it may be defcribed. I proceed. 

Secondly^ To confider wh^t may be intended in the repre-. 
fentation which is here made of it, as the '* one thing neid^ 
fuir 

Now I think it naturally includes thefe three particulars : 
it is a matter of univerfalxcncern j[ of the higheft importance ;' 

^ and 



[ 459 ] 
and- of fo comprehenfive a nature, that every thing which f^ 
truly, worthy of our regard, may be confidered as included in^ 
or fubfervient to it. Let me a little illuftrate each of chefc 
particulars. 

I. The care of the foul may be called the ** one thing 
needful," as it is matter of univerfal concern. 

Our Lord, you fee, fpeaks of it as needful in the generaL 
He fays not, for this or that particular perfon j or for thofe of 
jfuch an age, ftation, or circumftance in life, but needful 
for all. And indeed, when difcourfing on fuch a fubjed, 
one might properly introduce it with thofe folemn words of 
the pfalmift, " Give ear, all ye people, hear, all ye inhabi* 
tants of the earth, both high and low, rich and poor, togc- 
thci*," Pfalm xUx. i, 2. For it is the concern of all, froia 
the king that fits upon the throne, to the fervant that grind* 
eth at the mill, or the beggar that lieth upon the djunghill. 
It is needful for us that are minifiersy for our own falvation 19 
concerned : and woe, infupportable woe will be to our fouls^ 
if we think it enough to recommend it to others, and to talk olf 
it in a warm, or an awful manner, in public affemblies, or Iq 
our private converfe, while it does not penetrate our hearts^ as 
our own greateft care. Our cafe will then be like that of tha 
Ifraelitijh lord in Samaria^ 2 Kings vii. 2. who was employed| 
to diftribute the corn when the fiege was raifed ; though we 
fee it with our eyes, and difpenfe it with our bands, we {hall 
ourfelves die miferably, without tafting the bleffings we im* 
part. It is needful to all you that are our hearers^ without the 
exception of one fin gle perfon. It is needful to you that arc 
rich^ though it may on fome. accounts be peculiarly difficult 
for you ; even as difficult, comparatively fpeaking, as for a 
** Camel to go through the eye of a needle," Mat, xix. 24. 
yet if it be neglefted, you are poor in the midft of all your 
wealth, and miferable in all your abundance ; a wretch fiarv« 
ing for hunger, in a magnificent palace and a rich dre(s, 
would be lefs the obje£l of compaffion than you. It is need- 
ful for you that are ^^^r; though you are diftrefled with fo 
niany anxious cares, ^' what you (liall eat, and what you (hall 
drink, and wherewithal you (hall be cloathed," Mat. vi. 31, 
The nature that makes you capable of fuch anxieties as thefe, 
$trgMe$ your much grea^t^r concern ia the *^ bread which eq* 
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durcs to eternal life," J$hn vi. 27. than in that by whfcfc 
this mortal body muft be fupported. It is needful for joo 
that are advanced in years ; though your ftrength be impaired 
fo that the " gra(hopper is a burthen," EccL xii. 5. and 
though you have by your long continuance in fin rendered 
this great work fo hard, that were it lefs important, one 
would in pity let you alone without reminding you of it: 
yet, late as it is, it muft be done, or your hoary heads will 
be brought down to the grave with wrath, and (Ink under a 
curfe aggravated by every year and by every day of your lives. 
It is needful to you that zrcyoung, though folicited by fo many 
gay vanities, to negleft it, though it may be reprefented as 
an unfeafonable care at prefent, yet I repeat it, it is needful 
to you ; immediately needful, unlefs you who walk fo fre* 
efuently over the duft of your brethren and companions, that 
died in the bloom and vigour of their Mays, have made fome 
fccret covenant with the grave for yourfclves, and found out 
fome wonderful method, hitherto unknown, of fecuring thii 
precarious life, and of anfwering for days and months to come, 
while others cannot anfwer for one fingle moment. 

2. The care of the foul is ^* a matter of the higheft impor* 
tance i* beyond any thing which can be brought into compa- 
rifon with it. 

As Solomon fays of wifdom, that ^' it is more precious than 
rubies, and that all things which can be defired are not to be 
compared with her," Prov. iii. 15. So I may properly fay 
of this great and mod important branch of wifdom ; whatever 
can be laid in the balance with it, will be found altogether 
lighter than vanity. This is ftrongly implied when it is faid 
in the text, " one thing is needful ;" one thing, and one 
thing (ilone is fo. Juft as the blefled God is faid to be •' only 
wife," I Tim. 1. 17. and ** only holy," Rev. xv. 4. bc- 
caufc the wifdom and holincfs of angels and men is as 
nothing, when compared with his. What feems moft great 
and moil important in life, what kings and fenates, what 
the wiieft and greateft of this world are employing their 
time, their councils, their pens, their labours upon, are tri* 
lies, when compared with this one thing. A man (may fub^ 
fift, he may in feme confiderable meafure be happy, with- 
out learning, without riches, without titlesj without health, 
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without libeKy, without friends, nay, though << the life be 
more than meat, and the body than raiment," Mattb. vi. 25. 
yet may he be happy, unfpeakably happy, without the body 
itfelf. But he cannot be fo, in the neg1e£t of the one thing 
needful. I muft therefore befpeak your regard to it in the 
words of Mofesy " it is not a light thing, but it is your life," 
Deut. xxxii. 47. 

3. The care of the foul Is of fo comprehenfive a nature^ 
that '' every thing truly worthy of our regard may be con&- 
dered as included in it, or fubfervient to it. 

As i>^^/ obferves, that ** the commandment of GoD is. 
exceeding broad," Pfalm cxix. 96. fo we may fay of this one 
thing needful ; or as Solomon very juftly and emphatically ex- 
preiTes it, '^ to fear God and to keep his commandments is the 
whole duty of man," EccLxiu 13. his whole duty, and his 
whole intereft ; and «very thing which is wife and rational 
does in its proper place and connexion make a part of it. 
We (hould judge very ill concerning the nature of this care, 
if we imagined, that it confided merely in ads of devotion, 
or religious contemplation \ it comprehends all the lovely and 
harmonious band of focial and humane virtues. It requires 
a care of fociety, a care of our bodies, and of our temporal 
concerns ; but then all is to be regulated, direded, and ani- 
mated by proper regards to God, Christ, and immortality. 
Our food and our reft, our trades and our labours, are to 
be attended to, and all the offices of humanity performed in 
obedience to the will of God, for the glory of Christ, and 
in a view to improving the mind in a growing meetnefs for a 
ftate of compleat perfection. Name any thing which has no 
reference at all to this, and you name a worthlefs trifle, how- 
ever it may be gilded to allure the eye, or however it may 
be fweetened to gratify the tafte. Name a thing, which, 
inftead of thus improving the foul, has a tendency to debafe 
luid pollute, to enflave and endanger it, and you name what 
is moft unprofitable and mifchievous, be the wages of ini- 
quity ever fo great ; moft foul and deformed, be it in the eyes 
of men ever fo honourable, or in their cuftoms ever fo fafliio- 
nable. Thus I have endeavoured to (hew you what we may 
fuppofe implied in this expreiTion of ^^ one thing being need* 
ful." I am nowi 
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* Thirdly^ To flie^ you with how much propriety the care irf 
the foul may be reprefcntcd under this charadler, as the one 
thing needful, or as a matter of univerfal and moft ferious 
concern, to which every thing clfe is to be confidered as fub- 
fi^rvient, if at all worthy of our care and purfuit. 

There let me appeal to the fentiments of thofe who mufl 
be allowed moft c<'ipable of judging, and to the evident reafon 
of the cafe itfelf, as it muft appear to every unprejudiced 
nind. 

I. Let me argue << from the opinions of thofe who muft be 
allowed moft capable of judging in fuch an afFair,'* and we 
Ihall quickly fee that the care of the foul appears to them, the 
one thing needful. 

Is the judgment of the blcffed God " according to truth," 
how evidently and how folemnly is that judgment declared? 
I will not fay merely in this or the other particular paflage 
of his word, but in the whole feries of his Revelations to the 
children of men, and the whole tenor of his addrefles to 
them. Is not this the language of all, from the early days of 
jfob and Mefes to the concluiion of the canon of fcripture. 
yob xxviii. 21, 23, 28. " If wifdom be hid from the eyes of 
all the living, furely God underftandeth the way thereof, 
he knoweth the place thereof ;" and if he does, it is plainly 
pointed out, for ^* unto man he ilill faith, behold, the fi^ar 
of the Lord, that is wifdom, and to depart from evil, that 
is underftanding.** By Msfes he declared to the IfraeliteSj 
that ^^ to do the commandments of the Lord would be their 
wifdom and their underftanding in the ilght of the nations, 
who ihould hear his ftatutes, and fay, furely this is a wife 
and an underftanding people,'* Deut, iv. 6- When he had 
raifed up one man on the throne of Ifrael^ with the charadef 
of the wifeft that ever lived upon the face of the earth, he 
chofe to make him eminently a teacher of this great truth. 
And though now all that he fpoke on the curious and lefi 
concerning fubje<Els of natural philofophy is loft, " thoogb 
he fpoke of trees from the cedar to the hyflbp, and of beafts, 
and of fowls^ and of creeping things, and of fiAhes," i lIR^t 
iv. 33. that faying is preferred in which he teftifies, dat 
*• the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wifdoiii>** Prmi. 
i. 7 J 9^ io» and thofe Prtvirbs^ in almoft every line of 
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tji^hrdi, they who neglecEl God and their own fouls, arc 
ipoketi of as fools, as if that were the moft proper fignifi- 
cation of the word, while the religious alone are honoured 
with the title of wife. But in this refped, as aitefting this 
truth in the name of God and in his own, ^* a greater than 
Solomon is here." 

For if we inquire what it was that our Lord Jesus 
Christ judged to be the one thing needful, the words of 
the text contain as full an anfwer as can be imagined ; and 
the fenfc of them is repeated in a very lively and emphatical 
manner, in that remarkable paflage wherein our Lord not 
only declares his own judgment, but feems to appeal to thtf 
confciences of all, as obliged by their own fccret conviflions 
to fubfcribc to the truth of it. " What is a man profited, 
if be gain the whole world, and lofe his own foul ; or what 
ftall a man give in exchange for his foul ?" Matth. xvi. 26. 
If it were once loft, what would he not be willing to give to 
redeem it? But it depends not on the words of Christ alone. 
Let his afiions, his fufFerings, his blood, his death, fpeak 
what a value he fet on the fouls of men. Is it to be ima- 
gined, that he would have relinquiftied heaven, have dwelt 
upon earth, have laboured by night and by day, and at laft 
have expired on the crofs, for a matter of light importance ? 
Or can we think that he, in whom ** dwell all the treafures of 
wifdom and knowledge, and all the fulnefs of the Godhead 
bodily," C$loj[f. ii. 3, 9. was miftaken in judgment fo deli- 
berately formed, and fo folemnly declared ? 

If after this, there were room to mention human judgment 
and teftimonies, how eafy would it be to produce a cloud of 
witncfles in fuch a caufe, and to (hew that the wifefl: and beft 
of men in all ages of the world have agreed in this point, 
that amidd all the diverfities of opinion and profeflion, which 
fucceeding generations have produced, this has been the una- 
nimous judgment, this the common and moft felicitous care 
of thofe whofe charafters are moft truly valuable, to fecure 
the falvation of their own fouls, and to promote the falvation 
of others. 

And let me befeech.you ferioufly to refleft, what are the 

cfaara£ters of thofe who have taken the liberty, moft boldly 

and freely to declare their judgment on the contrary fide i 

5 The 
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The number of fuch i$ comparatively few; and. when jfoij 
compare what you have obferved of their temper and i:ooduS^ j 
I will not fay with what you read of holy men of old, bi^ 
with what you have yourfelves feen in the faithful, a£liy^< 
and zealous fervants of Christ, in thefe latter ages, wid( ' 
whom you have converfed j do you on the whole find) tlu( 
the rejecters and deriders of the gofpel, are in other refpoSi. 
fo much more prudent and judicious, fo much wifer for thom 
felves, and for others, that are influenced by them, as th^ 
you can be in reafon obliged to pay any gjreat deference u\,\ 
the authority of a few fuch names as thefcj in oppofition to 
thofe to whom they are here oppofed ? 

But you will fay, and you will fay it too truly^ Though l^uli 
a few may venture in words to declare for the neglefl; of th^ . 
foul and its eternal intereft, that the greater part of mainkind 
do it in their a&ions. But are the greater part pf mankind 
fo wife, and fo good, as implicitly to be followed ixi liiatten 
of the higheft importance ? And do not multitudes of tbef^ 
declare themfelves on the other fide, in their moft feriouf 
moments ? When the intoxications of worldly bufinefs aiMl 
pleafures are over, and fome languiibing ficknefe forpes me(i 
to folitude and retirements what have you generally obfervef| 
to be the e(Fe£t of fuch a circumftance i Have tbey not then 
declared themfelves convinced of the truth we are now bh 
bourrng to eftablifh ? Nay, do we not fometimes fe^, tbs^t 
a diftemper which feizes the mind with violence, yet dpey 
not utterly defiroy its reafoning faculties, fiiices this convidiofl 
on the foul in a few hours, nay, fometimes in . a few mo- 
ments ? Have you never feen a gay, thoughtlefs creature, 
furprized in the giddy round of pleafures and amufement^ 
and prefently brought not only to ferioufnefs, but terror and 
trembling, by the near views of death i Have you never fe«> 
the man of bufinefs and care interrupted, like the rich fool 
in the parable, in the midft of his fcbemes for thp prefcnt 
world ? And have you not heard one and the other of them 
owifing the vanity of thofe pleafures and cares, wbidi but a 
few days ago were every thing to them ? Confeffing that fc^ 
ligion was the one thing needful, and recommending it to 
others with an earneftnefs, as if they hoped thereby to atoos^ 
for their own former neglefi ? We that are aiinifl<:^s, fre- 
quently 
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uehUy are witncfles to fuch things as thefe^ atid t believe fe$i^ 
F our hearers are intire ftrangers to tkem. 

Once more, what if to the teftimony of the dying, v^6 
Ould add that of the dead ? What if God were to turn afidrf* 
be vail between us and the invifible world, and permit thd 
:^oft carelefs finncr in the aflembly to convcrfe for a fevir iho^ 
Etents with the inhabitants of it i If you were to apply your-* 
sif to a happy Spirit, that trod the moft thorny road to 
Wadife^ or pafTed through the moft fiery trials and to aflt- 
kim, ^^ was it worth your while to labour fo much^ and to 
ndure fo much for what you now pofiefs i** Surely if the 
Jefled in heaven were capable of indignation, it wpyld movd 
hem to hear that it (hould be made a queftion. And^ on thtf 
ither hand, if you could inquire of one tormented in that flame 
»elow, though he might once be '^ clothed iii purple and 
ine linen, and fare fumptuouily every day,'^ Luke xvi. 19. if 
"ou could aik him, ^^ whether his former enjoyments werd 
n equivalent for his prefcnt fufferlngs and defpair ?" What 
tifwer do you fuppofe he would return f Perhaps an anfwer 
^f fo much horror and rage, as you would not 4>e able fo 
nuch as to indure. Or if the malignity of his nature fhould 
>revent him from returning any anfwer at all, furely there 
nfbuld be a language even in that filence, a language in the 
larknefs, and flames, and groans of that infe^'nal prifon^^ 
ivhich would fpeak to your very foul what the word of Goii 
is with equal certainty, though lefs forcible convidion^ fpe^k^ 
ihg to your ear, that ♦* one Jiing is needful." You fee it i^ 
To irt the judgment of God the Father, and the L6Ki>Jnsv$ 
Christ, of the wileft and bcft of men* of many, who 
Teemed to judge moft differently of it^ when they con* to 
more deliberate and ferious thought, and not only of the 
dying, but of the dead too, of thofe who have experiment 
tally known both worlds, and moft furely know what is to 
be preferred. But I will not reft the whole argument here^ 
therefore, 

. 2. I appeal to the evident reafon of the cafe itfelf, as if 
muft' appear to evcrjiyu) {Prejudiced mindj that the care of this 
foul i$ indeed the one thing needful. 

I fiill confider myfelf as fpeaking not t(f atheifts^ or to 
ieifts^ but to thofe who not only believe the exifience and 

Vq^. V. ,G f profi* 
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pipvidencc of Gop, and a future ftate of bappinefs and m* 
fery, but likewife viho credit the truth of the. chriftian reve- 
lation, as many undoubtedly do, who live in z fatal oeglefi 
of God, and their own fouls. Now on thefe principles, t 
little reflection may be fuffi(;ient to convince you^ that it is 
needful to the prefent repofe of your own mind ; needful, if 
ever you would fecure eternid happincfs, and avoid eternal 
xnifcry, which will be aggravated, rather than alleviated by 
all your prefent enjoyments. 

. I. The care of the fdul is the one thing needful^, bec^ufi^ 
U without it you cannot fecure the peace of your own mind, 
nor avoid the upbraidings of your confcience." 
. That noble faculty h indeed the vicegerent of GoD in the 
foul. It is fenfible of the dignity and worth of an immortal 
fpjrit, and will fometjmcs cry out of the violence that ij of- 
fered to it, and cry fo loud, as to compel the finoer to hear, 
whether he will or not. Do you not fometimes find it youT" 
felves ? when you labour mod to forget the concerns of your 
foul, do they not fometimes force. themfelves on your rem^em- 
brance ? You are afraid of the reflections of your own miod, 
but with all your artifice and. all your refplution can you in- 
tirely avoid them ? Does not confcience follow you to your 
beds, even if denied the opportunity of meeting you in your 
clofets, and, though wjth an.unwejcpme voice, there warn 
youy ^Vthat your foul is ncgle^ed, and will quickly be loft:" 
Does it not follow you to your Ihops and your fields, wbtn 
you are bufied there ?. Nay, I will add, does it not fomatimes 
follow you to the fca(l, to the club, to the dance, and per- 
haps, amidft all refiftance, to the theatre too? Does, it not 
fometimes mingle your fweeteft draughts with .wormwood, 
and your gayeft fcenes with horror ? So that you are Viktz 
jtradefman, who, fufpedling his afl^airs to be in a, bad poftur^, 
4ays by bis books and his papery, yet fometimes they will 
come accidentally in his way. He hardly dares to look abroad 
for fear of meeting a creditor or an arreft : and if he labours 
to forget his cares and his dangers, in a courfe of luxury at 
home, the remembrance is fometimes awakened, and the 
alarm increafed, by thofe very extravagancies in which be is 
attempting to lofe it. Such probably is the. cafe of your 
minds, and it is a very painful Aate ; and while things aie 
43m^ within, external circuoiftanccs caa no mo£e make you 

happy, 
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liappy^ than a fine drefs could relieve jrou under a viol^ilt 
fit of the ftone. Whereas, if this great affair were iecujcd, 
you might delight in refledlion, as much as you now dread 
it ; and confcience^ of your bittereft enemy, would become ^ 
delightful friehd, and the teilimony ojf it your gr<?ateft re^^ 
Joicing. 

2. The care of the foul is the ohe thing heedftjl, ** becaufc 
.}* without this your feternal happinefs will be loft.** 

A crown bf everlafting glory, is hot fiirely fiich a trifle as td 
be throwii away on a carelefs creature^ that will not ih good 
>^neft purfue it. OoD doth nbt ordinarily d^al thiis, eveh 
^ith the bounties of his cbmmoh providence, which are 
tomparatively of little V^lue; As to tbefe^ the hand of thd 
.diligent generally makes rich, and he would be thought dif- 
tra<S[ed^ rather than prudehf, #ho ihould expedl to get ait 
feftate merely by wi(hihg for it, or without fome refotute and 
tontiniied applicattoh to a proper courfe of adiidn for that 
.^lirppfe. Nowj that we may not foolifhly dream of obtain- 
ing heavbn, in the tnidft of a courfe of indolence and flotb^ 
we are expreily tdd in the word of God, that ** the king- 
dom of heaven fuffers violence, and the violent take it by 
force/* Mattb. xi. 12. and are therefore exhorted to ** ftrive," 
with the greateft intenfenefs^ and eagernefs of mind, as the 
word properly fignifies^ " to enter ih at the flfait gate," fo^ 
this gresit and important reafon, *' becaufe many (hall ah^ 
6ther day feek to enter in, and fhall not be able," tuke xiir. 
jit4. Nay, when our LbRD makes the moft gracious pro- 
mifes to the humble petitioner, he does it in fuch a manner 
as to exclude the hopes of thofe who are carelefs and indiffe* 
tent, ** Aflc, and it fliall be given you ; feck, and you (hall 
find i. knock, and it ihall be opened unto you, Maiik vii. 7. 
If, therefore, you do not a(k, feek, and khock, the door of 
inercy will not be opened, and eternal happinefs will be loft. 
Kot that heaven is to be obtained by our own good works : 
no, no ; for having done all, we muft account ourfelves un- 
profitable fervants. 

And fiirely if I could fay tio more is to the fatal confequen- 

ces of your negle<a, than this^ that eternal happinefs will be 

toft, I diould fay enough to imprefs every mind, that confiders 

. what ETERNITY mcans. To fall iiito a ftate of everlafting 

^ forgetfulnefs, might indeed appear a refuge tp a mind filled 

''^. Ggz ' ' with 
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with the apprchenfiort of future mifery. But O how drcrifij 
a ^fuge is it ! Surely it is fuch a refuge, as a vaft precipice, 
(from which a man falling would be daflied to pieces in a 
moment) might appear to a pcrfon, purfued by the officers of 
. juQice, that he might be brought out to a painful and linger* 
ing execution. If an extravagant youth would have reafoa 
to look round with anguifh, on fome fair and ampfe paternal 
inheritance^ which he had fold or forfeited merely for t6f 
rio^ of a few days : bow much more melancholy would it bt 
for a rational mind to think that its eternal bappinefs is loft 
for any earthly confideration whatever? Tormenting thougfif? 
^* Had I attended to that one thing which I have neglcfled, 
I might have befct:, through the grace of GotS in CfiRisr 
Jesws, great and happy beyond expreffion, beyond concej)- 
tion : not merely for the little fpan of ten thoufand thott- 
(and ages, but for ever. A line reaching even to the re« 
moteft ftar would not have been abk to contain the ntHnberoT 
ages, nor would millions of years have been fufficientto figure 
them down ; this is eternity, but I have loft it, and am iioir 
on the verge of being. This lamp, which might feave oul- 
, lafted thofe of the firmament, will pr^fently be extinguifbedy 
and I blotted out from amongft the works of Goi>^ and cot 
off from all the bounties of his band.*' Would not this bcV 
very miferable cafe, if this were all ? And would it not be fuf* 
ficient to prove this to be the better part, which, as our 
Lord obferves, can •' never be taken away ?** But God for- 
*bid that we (hould be fo unfaithful to him, and to the fouls 
of men, as to reft in fuch a reprefentation abne. I therefore 
add once more, 

3. The care of the foul 11 the one thing needful,' becawfe 
•* without it, you cannot avoid a ftate of eternal miferjr, 
*' which will be aggravated^ rather than allevi;:ted by aB' your 
•* prefent enjoyments.'* 

Nothing can be more evident from the word of the God 
of truth. It there plainly appears to be a determined cafe, 
which leaves no room for a more favourable conje£lure or' 
fcope. *< The wicked (hall be tamed into hell,x even all the 
nations that forget God,*' Pfalm ix. 17. *• They (hall go 
away into everlafting punilhment, Afahh, jrnv. 46. into a.ftate 
frhere they (hall in vain feek death, and death ihall flee fron 
dienu Oh ! brethren) it i$ a certahiy but an awfiil truth, 
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l)iat ylHir fouls wIH be chinking and immortal beings, even 
in fpitc of thcmfelves. They may indeed torment, but thcf 
cannot deftroy themfelves. They can no more fufpend t)ieir 
power of thought and perception, than a mirror its property 
cf refining rays that fail on its furface. Do you fufped the 
contrary ? Make the trial immediately. Command your 
citnds to qeafe from thinking but for one quarter of an 
IkHir, or for half that time, and exclude every idea and every: 
^edion. Can -you fucceed in that attempt? Or rather^ 
^oes not thought prefs in with a more fenfible violence on 
tlKU refinance ; as an anxious defire to deep, makes us fo 
much the mote wakeful. Thus will thought follow you be- 
jrbnd the grave^ thus will it, as an unwelcoma gueft, forcq 
jtfelf upon yo.u, when, it can ferve only to perplex and diftrefs 
(he mind. It will for ever upbraid you, that notwithftanding 
all the kind expoftul^tions of God and man, notwithftanding 
Itll the keen remonftrances of confcience, and the pleadings 
of the blood of Christ, you have gone on in your folly, till 
faeavpn is loft, and damnation incurred 3 and all, for what ? 
for a (badow and a dream« 

Oh think not, finners, that the remembrance of your paft 
j)Jeaftues, and of your fuccefs in your other cares, whilft that 
-of the one thing needful was forgotten, think not that this 
will eafe your minds.. It will rather torment them the more, 
^' Son, reqaember that thou in thy life-time receivedft thy 
-good things." Bitter remembrance! Well might the heathen 
:ppcts reprefent the unhappy fpirits in the fhades below, as 
eagerly catching at the water of forgetfulnefs, yet unable ta 
f each it. Your prefent comforts will only ferve to give you 
.jk livelier fenfe of your mifery, as having tafted fuch degrees 
of enjoyment ; and to inflame the reckoning, as you havo 
tnifimproved thofe talents lodged in your hands for better pux* 
pofes. Surely, if thefe things were believed, and ferioufly 
confidered, the finner would have no more heart to rejoice in 
his prefent profperity, than a man would have to amufe him<f 
felf with the curiofities of a fine garden, through which ha 
.was led to be broken upon the rack. 

But I will enlarge no. farther on thefe things. Would to 
Goo that the unaccountable ftupidity of mens minds, and 
Ibeir fatal. 4ttachm(tnt to the pleafures and cares of the prefent 
.. • e g 3 Ufc^ 
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life, did not make it neceflkry to {nfift on them fo frequently 
and fo copioufly I 

I now proceed to the refledlions which naturally arife from 
hence, and ihall only fnention two. 

I. How much reafpn haye we to lament the fo]ly of man- 
kind in negleAing the one thing needful. 

If religion be indeed the trueft wifiiom, then furely we 
have the jufteft reafon to fay with Soknw^y *^ t^ folly and 
madnefs \% in mens hearts,'' Ecclef^ ix« 3. }s it the one thing 
needful ? Look on^the conduA 6^ the generality of mankind, 
and you would imagine tb^y thought it the one thing n^- 
]efs : the vaineft dream, and the idleft amufemeiit of the 
mind. Gop is admoni(hing them by ordinances, and provit 
dences, fome times by fuch as are moft awfql, to l^y it to 
heart;'- he fpeaks once, yea twice, (yea a mukitude o( 
times) but man regards not, Job xxxuu i^* They profeii 
perhaps to believe all that I haye been iaytng, but aft 
as if the contrary were felf-evident ; they will rifle their 
fouls and eternity for a thing of nought, for that, for 
. the fake of which they would not riik fo much as a hand, 
or a finger, or a joint, no, nor perhaps a toy that 
adorns it. Surely this is the wonder of angels^ and per? 
haps of devils too, unlefs the obfervatton of' fo many age^ 
may have rendered it famiUar to both. And can we, my 
chriftian brethren, behold fuch a fcene with indifference? 
If fome epidemical madnefs had feized our country, or 
the places where we live, fo that as we went from one 
place to another, we every where met with lunaticks, and 
faw amongft the reft, feme perhaps of the fineft genius, in 
the moft eminent ftations in life, amufing themfelyes with 
flraws and bubbles, or wounding them(elves and others} 
furely were we ever fo fecure from the danger of infe£lion or 
a/fault, the fight would cut us to the heart. A good-natured 
man would hardly be able to go abroad, or even be defiroiis 
to live, if. itmuft be ampngft fo many fad fpefiacles. Yet 
thefe poor creatures might, notwithftanding this, be the chil- 
dren of God, and the higher their frenzy rofe, the nearer 
might their complete happinefs be. But alas 1 the greater 
part of mankind are feized with a worfe kind of madnefs, in 
which they are ruining their fouls : and can we behold it 
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with indifference i The Lord awaken our compaffion, our* 
prayers, and oar endeavours, in dependence on divine grace,^^ 
that we may be inftrumental in bringing them to their mind, 
aild making them wife indeed, that is, wife to falvation ! 

2. How neceJTary is it that wc (hould ferioufly enquire, 
how this cine thing needful is regarded by us ! 

Let me entreat you to remember your own concern in it, 
and enquire-?- Have I thought ferioufly of it ? Have I feen 
the importance of it? Has it lain with a due and abiding^ 
weight on my mind ? Has it brought me to Christ, that I 
might lay the ftrefs of thefe great eternal interefts on him i 
And am I ading in the main of my life, as one that has 
thefe convi£tions ? Ain I billing, in fad, to give up other 
things, my interefts, my pleafures, my paffions to this ? Am 
I converting with God and with man, as one that believes 
thefe things ; as one that has deliberately chofen the better 
part, and is determined to abide by that choice I 

Obferve the anfwer which confciencc returns to thefe en- 
quiries, and you will know your own part in that more par^ 
ticular application, with which I (hall conclude. 

I. Let me addrefs thofe that are entirely unconcerned 
jibout the one thing needful. 

Brethren, I have been dating the cafe at large, and now I 
appeal to your confciences, are thefe things fo, or are they 
jnot i God and your own hearts beft know for what the care 
of your foul is neglected ; but be it what it will, the difference 
between one grain of fand and another, is not great, when it 
comes to be weighed ^gainft a talent of gold. Whatever it 
is, you had need to examine it carefully. You had need to 
view that commodity on all fid^s, of which you do in effed: 
fay. For this will I fell my foul ; for this will I give up hea- 
ven, and venture hell, be heaven and hell whatever they may. 
In the name of God, brethren, is this the part of a man, of 
a rational creature ? To go on with your eyes open towards 
a pit of eternal ruin, becaufe there are a few gay flowers in 
the way : or what if you fbut your eyes, will that prevent 
your fall ? It fignifies little to fay, I will not think of thefe 
things, I will not confider-thcm : God has faid, " In the 
laft days they fhall confider it perfeftly," Jer. xxiii. 20. The 
revels of a drunken malefactor will not pixvent nor refpite his 
3 execution. 
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executioiT. Pardon my plainneis ; if tt were ar fable 6r a ulr,^ 
I would endeavour to amufe you with words, but I cannot do 
it where your fouls are at ftaice. 

2. I would apply to thofe who are, in fome fenfe, convinced 
of the importance of their fouls, and.yec are inclined to defer 
that care of them a little longer^ which, in the general, they 
fee to be neceflary. 

I know you that are young,- are under peculiar temptations 
to do this $ though it is ftrange that the death of fo many of 
your companions, Ihould not be an anfwer to fome of the moft 
fpecious and dangerous of thofe temptations. Methinks, if 
there were the leaft degree of uncertainty, the importance is 
too weighty to put matters to the venture* But here the un- 
certainty is great and apparent. You .nuflr furely know, 
that there are critical feafoos of life for managing the concerns 
of it, which are of fuch a nature, that if ofioe loft, they may 
never return : here is a critical feafon.: *' Now is the accepted 
time, now is the day of falvation," a Cor. vi. i. ** To-day^ if 
ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts,'^ Heb. iii. 7,8. 
This language may not be fpoken to-morrqw. Talk not of a 
more convenient feafon ; none can be more convenient; and 
that to which you would probably refer itn is leaft of all fo, 
a dying;time. You would not cbufe then to hav^any impor- 
tant buiinefs in hand ; and will you of choice refer the greateft 
bttfinefs of all to that languiOiing, hurrying, amazing hour i 
If a friend were, then to come to you with the balance of an 
intricate account, or a view of a title to an eftate> you would 
ihake your fainting head, and lift up your pale trembling 
band, and fay, perhaps, with a feeble voice, *^ Alas, is this a 
time for thefe things V* And is it a time for to much greater 
things than thefe ? I wi(b you knew, and would confider, into 
what a ftrait, we that are minifters are fometimes brought, 
when we are called to the dying beds of thofe who have fpent 
their lives in the negle£t of the one thing needful. On the 
one band, wc fear, left if we palliate matters, and fpeak fmooth 
things, we fliall betray and ruin their fouls: and on the 
other, that if we ufe a becoming plainnefs and ferioufnefs, in 
•warning them of their dangef, we (hall quite overwhelm 
them, and haften the dying moment, which is advancing by 
fuch fwift fieps. O let me eotre^ yoii for ovr lakes^ and 

mucl^ 
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much more for your own, that you do not drive us to /uc% 
fad extremities ; but if you arc convinced, as I hope fome of 
you may now be, that the care of the foul is that needful 
thing we have reprefented, let the convii^ion work, let it drive 
you immediately to the throne of grace; from thence you 
may derive that wifdom and ftrength, which will dired you 
in all the intricacies which entangle you,, and animate you io 
the midft of difficulty and difcouragement. 

3* I would in the laft place addrefs myfelf to thofe happy 
/ouls, who have in good earned attended to the one thing 
needful. 

I hope, that when you fee how commonly it is npglefled, 
neglecSted indeed, by many, whofe natural capacities, improve^ 
ments, and circumftances in life, appear to you fuperior to 
'your own ; you wrli -humbly acknowledge, that it was diftia- 
guifliing grace Which brought you into this happy ftate, and 
formed you to this moft nec^flary care.. Blefs the Lord, 
therefore, who hath given you that coiinfel, in virtue of 
which you can fay, *• He is your portion.'* R ejoice in the 
thought, that the great concern is fecured : as it is natural 
for us to do, when fome important affair is difpatched, which 
• has long lain before us, and which we have been inclined to 
put off from one day to another, but have at length ftrenuoully 
and fuccefsfuUy attended. Remember ftill to endeavour to con- 
tinue ading on thefe great princitstles, which at firft determined 
your choice ; and ferioufly confider, that thofe who defire their 
life may at laft be given them for a prey, muft continue on their 
^uard, in all ftages of their journey through a wildernefs^ 
where daily dangers are ilill furrounding them. Being enabled 
to fecure the great concern, make yourfelves eafy as to others 
^f fmaller importance : You have chofen the kingdom of 
God, and his righteoufnefs ; other things, therefore, fliall be 
added unto you : arid if any which you defire ihould, not bs 
added, comfort yourfelves with this thought, that you have 
the good part, which can never be takenr away. And, not to 
enlarge on thefe obvious hints, which muft fo often occur, be 
very folicitous that others may be brought to a care about th« 
pne thing needful. If it be needful for you, it is fo for your 
children, your friends, your fervants. Let them, therefore, 
fee your concern in this refpedt for themi as wdl as for your-r 
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tthfCB. Let parents efpecially attend to thit cxliorta(tiotf| 
whole care for their ofipring often ezoeedt in other refpedi) 
•od Cult in thii. Remember that yoar children maj never 
live to enjoy the effeds of jour labour and concern to get 
Cbem eftates and portions : the charges of their funerals may^ 
perhaps, be all their (hare of what you are fo anxioufly care- 
ful to lay up for them. And O think what a fword would 
pierce through your very heart, if yon ihonld ftand by' the 
corpfe of a beloved child with this reflexion : *^ This poor 
creature has done with life, before it learnt its great bufinefs 
in it ; and is gone to eternity, which I have feldom been 
ararning it to prepare for, and which, perhaps, it learned of 
me to forget/' 

On the whole, may this grand care be awakened in tl 
by whom it has been hitherto negle£bd : may it be revive 
each, of our minds. And that you may be encouraged 
purfue it with greater chearfulnefs, let me conclude with t 
comfortable thought, that in proportion to the neceffity 
the cafe, through the merits of CtlRisT Jssus, is the provifi< 
which divine grace has made for our affiftance. If you a « 
difpofed to fit down at Christ's feet, he will teach you I , ^ 
his word and Spirit. If you commit this precious jewe j 
which is your eternal all, into his hand, he will preferve i: j 
-unto that day, and will then produce it richly adorned, am j !■ 
glorioufly improved to his own honour, and to your everlafiiog 
joy. 

Which God of his infinite mercy grant, fcc^ 



END of the FirtH yoivfii. 
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